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OUR NEW VOLUME. 

What to others, as well as to ourselves ^^ personal/^ the first of January 
will be, this first of November is to us " editorial," for to-day ** we" — 
the Monthly Masonic Magazine — enter upon our twentysecond year, — a 
long life for a periodical, though how short, compared with our life per- 
sona), a modest reserve forbids our revealing ! Most deeply do we feel, 
however, our indebtedness to that Great Power whose goodness has thus 
granted continued life and vigor to us both— lo the Magazine, that has 
been so long and widely honored by the support of our Brethren, and to 
its editor. 

It has generally been our custom, on the commencement of each new 
Magazine-yeor, to take a brief review of the last twelvemonths, or to of- 
fer some words of advice in regard to the new era of existence upon 
which we were entering ; and on no former occasion was this course ever 
more pointedly called for than now, at least as regards a serious retrospect 
of the past year — serious, but, though mixed with much alloy of sorrow, 
yet, on the whole, illumined by an earnest spirit of joy and thankful- 
ness. 

The year that closed yesterday has indeed been a solemn and most 
eventful one, not to the Masonic Brotherhood alone, but to America, yes, 
and to the whole world, for what part of that world, we would ask, can 
separate its sympathies from the startling events that have been happen- 
ing here ? Or even, putting aside all questions of voluntary sympathy, is 
not the cause of liberty and civilization itself so intimately identified with 
the struggle in which our country has been, and is, alas ! engaged, thai 
each enlightened and civilized member of the great world-family of na- 
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tions must feel its own most vital interests to be virtually staked on the 
issue of the still undecided combat ? 

While carefully avoiding the discussion of topics that might appear 
more suitable for a political periodical — and on this New-Year^s Day of 
our Magazine we would especially shun everything calculated to excite 
controversy, so that we may commence the year *' cum bonis omni^^'''* — 
how can we look back over the last twelve months, without being alter- 
nately agitated, and that to the hearths lowest depths, by proud and throb- 
bing exultation for the many, almost countless, deeds of heroism, self- 
sacrifice and purest patriotism, by our country's noble sons — of whom 
Masonic Brethren may, with a just and rightful pride exclaim, ^^ quorum 
pars magna fuV* — and by heavy, soul-oppressing sorrow for the many 
loved ones lost to us on earth forever — the many brave ones, whom but 
yesterday, as it were, we saw before us in the full flush of their manly 
^outh and vigor, but of whom now it may be all too truly said-* 

*' Last noon beheld them full of lusty life, 

Last eve in Beauty's circle proudly gay, 
The midnight brought the signal sound of strife. 

The morn the marshalling in arms — the day 
Battle's magnificently stern array ! 

The thunderclouds close oVr it, which when rent 
The earth is covered thick with other clay 

Which her own clay shall cover, heaped and pent, 
Rider and horse, — friend, foe,^n one red burial blent!" 

Nor is it on the batile-field alone that Anguish and Death have, during 
the by-gone year, been exhibiting their mighty and fearful power, for 
though, thank God ! it cannot be said that 

** Desolation reaped the famished land,'* 
yet desolation, — and that direst and most distressing, — desolation of the 
heart and the home,— has indeed been marching with a ruthless stride 
through every portion of the country 1 The tale of each of the many 
bloody battles that have been fought almost daily, either on the banks of 
the Totomac, or on the plains of Kentucky, or upon the heights of Co- 
rinth, has, when read aright, revealed to the reader's eye the harrowing 
view of hearts and homes forever darkened by the loss of that which 
*' lent to life its chiefest charm*'— the late so happy wife transformed into 
a lovely, sorrow-stricken widow — the late so bright and blooming maiden, 
who, inspired by a heroine's patriotism, had but yesterday cheered on her 
betrothed upon his path of duty, now, with pale cheek and weeping eyes, 
lamenting in vain the loss of her soldier-lover! Nor are these and such 
like sorrows the only ones with which the cup of the past year has been 
running over. There have been others of even darker character, because 
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associated with no lofty sentiments dnd proud memories to redeem and re- 
lieve them. Worse, far worse, than deaih of brother on the battle-field — 
worse than the sorrow of maiden for her lover, of widow ior the husband 
of her youth — is, or ought to be, the grief of the patriot, who, during the 
past year, has so often been forced to witness, on the one hand, the wretch- 
ed spectacle of fanatic folly riding rampant over just and sober counsels, 
and, OD the other, that of a base selfishness, making merchandize out of 
the blood of our country's heroic defenders, and erecting the lofty col- 
umn of its own foul fortunes — an insulting trophy — abovn the fields drench- 
ed with their blood and covered wiih their mutilated bodies. 

Such are some of the sad — most sad — recollections recalled by a glance 
over the by-gone year, and, as we reflect upon them, the retrospect would, 
at first, appear almost entirely dark. But ungrateful indeed would be our 
hearts were they to cherish that impression beyond the passing moment. 
While we mourn for our Brethren taken from us, must we not feel that 
the loss is ours rather than theirs, and that we might well envy them their 
good fortune in having realized Solon's test of a happy life, as detailed by 
Herodotus in that touching story of Tellus, the Athenian : — " When a 
favorable opportunity offered," says the ' Father of Hislory,' " CroBsus 
questioned Solon as follows : — '^ O I Athenian guest, seeing that much re- 
port bath reached us concerning thee, both in regard to thy wisdom and 
thy wanderings, how that, led by a love of knowledge, thou hast visited 
much of the world, for the purpose of inspecting it — now therefore a de- 
sire hath come upon me to inquire of thee, who is the most fortunate of 
all the men thou hast hitherto seen .^" Now he made this inquiry, think- 
ing himself to be the most fortunate of men. Solon, however, not flatter- 
ing him, but speaking, plainly and truthfully, replies : — '• O king, Tellus, 
the Athenian." Then Croesus, surprized at what was said, took him up 
shortly with the question : ^* On what sort of grounds dost thou judge 
Tellus to be the most fortunate?" Then he answered: •' To Tellus, in 
the first place, whilst his country was still prosperous, there were sons 
both brave and beautiful, and he lived to see children born and spared to 
them all : and, in the second, to him, being well supplied with the com- 
forts of life, as fortunes go with us, an end of life the most glorious of all 
happened ; for, a battle taking place between the Athenians and their 
neighbors in Eleusis, he, having gone to the help of his countrymen and 
put the enemy to flight, fell most nobly, fighting : and the Athenians both 
buried him at the public expense on the spot where he fell, and awarded 
high honors to his memory." 

Yes ! even those of us whose blood courses less swif\ly through our 
veins by reason of advancing years, or who, even on rational and humane 
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grounds, are averse to war, except as a matter of absolute necessity, even 
we cannot but feel the force of Solon*s reasoning, and acknowledge, that 
dealh met upon the batlle-fieid, while defending fatherland and freedom, 
is indeed most glorious to the dying warrior, and bequeaths a heritage of 
glory to his surviving kindred : and this thought will prove a powerful 
consoler to the hearts of those kindred who will thus be led to associate 
with the memory of the lost husband, brother, son, such thoughts as were 
those of the elder Koerner for his warrior-poet son, so beautifully embodied 
in verse by Mrs. lie mans : — 

A BODg Tor the death-day of the brave I 

A song of pride — 
The youth went down to a hero's grave, 

With the sword his bride. 
He went with his noble heart anworn 

And pure and high — 
Ad eagle stooping from clouds of morn 

Only to die ! 

He hath left a voice in his trumpetlayt 

' To turn the flight— 
•dnd a guiding ipirit for after day» 
Like a toalchfire'i tight / 

Are not these lines as applicable to-day to the memory, among count- 
less others, of the young hero Theodore Winthrop, as they were to that 
of Koerner ? 

But neither is it from associations such as these, that we, at least, as 
Masons, would derive all our comfort amid the dread sorrows of the 
battle-field. As we look over the past year, even amid those dark and 
terrific scenes, there rises up before the eye of memory, many a bright 
and benignant vision of the Spirit of Masonry, passing gently over tliQ 
blood-stained plain and its mingled, mutilated burden of dead and dying 
friends and foes, and shedding upon them her blessed influence, 

"Dropping, like the gentle dew from heaven 
Upon the place beneath." 

Many, very many, we rejoice to say, have been the instances, whoso re- 
cord has reached us, in which this blessed and blessing spirit has brought 
help at the hands of Brethren to the wounded and the suffering, consola- 
tion to the dying, and respect to the dead, whose corpses have been again 
and again sought by loving Brothers amid the heaps of carnage, at the 
double risk of death from the enemy ^s guns and from the miasma of cor- 
ruption, and brought away for honorable burial. 

And in all the other sceocs of misery with which war has overspread 
the land, the same Spirit of Love and Chanty has been actively at work. 
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bringing consolation to the afflicted, and kindling the light of hope once 
more in the darkened and desolated home. It is with no invidious or 
rival feeling towards that general Charily which our people have shown 
every willingness to exert in behalf of those left more or less destitute by 
the war, that we refer with sincere gratification to the intelligence which 
has reached us from various quarters of the strenuous and effective labors 
of iMdsonry in this direction. l*hose labors have during the past year 
been extensively directed to the relief and support of ihe widow and the 
orphan. And if we are asked what consolation we can find for those 
darker sorrows, sprung from a baser source, to which we have referred, 
as tending so greatly to deepen the gloom of the year's retrospect, we 
answer promptly that, as Masons, we derive an immense consolation from 
the fact that, in no one instance of any serious character, that has come 
to our knowledge, has a Brother of our Order been proved to be guilty of 
those acts of fanaticism, selfishness, peculation, and self-aggrandizement, 
at the country's cost, by which our public service has unhappily been, to 
80 great an extent, stained and disgraced. We boldly and proudly point 
to this fact, as an unquestionable testimony to the purity and goodness of 
the principles inculcated by Masonry. It cannot be too often repeated, 
that to be a true Mason is to be a true citizen, a true patriot, a true uan, — 
and the last term comprehends all the rest, for 

" A wit 's a feather and a chief a rod — 

But an honest man *8 the noblest work of God." 

And DOW, taking another point of retrospection, it is with unmitigated 
pleasure we refer to the great, though steady and well regulated progress 
which Masonry has made since our last Magazine- Birthday. To the care 
with which that progress has been guided, we advert with especial satis- 
faction, because, as we have time after time demonstrated in these pages, 
the success and welfare of Masonry do not depend upon the " quantity" 
but the *^ quality'* of its material. It is of comparatively little conse- 
quence whether its members be few or many, provided only they be 
good and true ; nor is anything more calculated to inflict injury upon our 
Order, than the indiscriminate zeal of those who, in their eagerness to in. 
crease its numbers, would admit for initiation men of whose character and 
qualifications no proper examination had been made. In this respect then 
we rejoice to learn, that durmg the past year a wise and wholesome dis- 
cretion has been very generally exercised, and t at, notwithstanding this 
caution, the ranks of Masonry have been largely increased. This fact 
speaks well for Masonry, and for the tone of society at large. And im- 
mediately in this connection the mind at once adverts to the creation and 
rapid increase of the Lodges in the Army, which are, we are glad to know 
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from many trustworthy sources, exercising a beneficial influence in several 
directions, but are more especially valuable as a means of sustaining in 
full vitality, that Masonic spirit which has always done so much to allevi- 
ate the sufllerings and horrors of war, and from which we yet confidently 
hope for even greater results. 

Las:Iy, it is in no vain-glorious spirit that we would review the course 
of this Magazine since November, 1861, but with that frankness which 
we feel to be perfectly consistent with true modesty and true manliness. 
We believe, and know, that during the past, as in previous years, the 
Magazine has been guided by a sincere, conscientious desire to promote, 
to the best of our power, the best interests of our Order. We care not 
now to do more than allude to the fact that, for the last two years, this 
motive alone has induced us to continue its publication, when self-interest 
would have dictated an opposite course. Rut we refer with confidence to 
every number and every page of our last volume for proof, thnt we have 
continued to advocate with earnestness the great principles of Masonry — 
Virtue, Charity, Good Will to Man, Honor to God. While standing firm« 
ly by the cause of loyalty to the Constitution, it has been one of our chief 
aims to urge our Brethren in the Army to distinguish between the foe in 
arms, and the Brother fallen — to meet the one boldly and unflinchingly, 
to raise up the other lovingly and fraternally. We have sought to demon* 
strate, as we would now again urge, the great power and adaptability of 
Masonry for alleviating the horrors of war, while the virulence of the con- 
test remains unabated, and for acting as a reconciler and restorer of union, 
when repentance begins to take the place of passion I None have been 
more prompt or resolute than we in advocating the free use of all lawful 
means for upholding the Constitution of the Fathers and the honor of the 
National Flag, even though we knew not a few Brethren to be in the Rebel 
ranks ; but when once, as soon it will be, the victory shall be won, then, 
far from every just and loyal heart, — above all, far from every Mason, be 
thoughts of revenge, that basest and meanest of passions, of which the 
Roman Satirist so truly says — in Gifford's beautiful paraphrase — 

** Divine Philosophy ! by whose pare light 
We first distinguish, then parsae the right. 
Thy power the breast from every error frees, 
And weeds out all its vices by degrees : 
Illumined by thy beams kbvinqi, we find 
The abject pleasure of an abject mind.** 

Would that these words of the Jiealhen poet, Juvenal, could be brought 
home to the heart and conscience of many a pretentious and pharisaic 
Christian of the present day, and shame him, by the humiliating contrast, 
into some outward recognition at least, if not inward adoption, of the true 
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spirit of gentle, loviog Christianity, and of Him, its Great and Divine 
Head, who left behind him the command to forgive our brother '' unti^ 
seventy times seven.'' 

We still retain, unimpaired, our belief in the adaptation and efficacy of 
Masonry to act as a powerful healing and reconciling medium, when the 
proper time for its application arrives : and meanwhile we would urge 
upon our Brethren, whether those at home, or those engaged directly in 
the war, while bold and firm and true in their loyal support of the Union 
and Constitution, still, also, to be no less true, on every rightful occasion, 
to their duty as Masons, promptly affording relief to the distressed, succor 
to the helpless, mercy to the fallen. 

We have cast a hurried retrospect over the Old Year, and now a word 
or two for the New One, upon which we are entering— a momentous one 
most probably to us all, and certainty one to whose issues, with regard to 
our beloved country, we cannot look forward without the most solemn, 
soul-thrilling anxiety. We enter upon it, resolved, with the blessing of 
the Great Architect of the Universe, guider of all national as well as in- 
dividual destinies, to do our duty faithfully and fearlessly, as a loyal citi- 
zen and true Mason ; and we ask of our Brethren now, even more than 
in less trying times, their encouragement, approval and co-operation, so 
loog as we shall thus be seen to be true to our Country and our Order. 
But chiefly would we urge upon them to join us, not in any political or 
party spirit, but strictly within the limits of our Constitution, in endeavor* 
ing to ward off, if possible, or else to ameliorate and lighten, the evils 
from which our beloved country is already beginning to suffe/ in no light 
degree. Each in his sphere may do much— very much— towards the at- 
tainment of this noble object, and our Brotherhood, consisting, as it does, 
of so many thousands of intelligent and influential men, spread through 
every district of every State, can effect an incalculable amount of good in 
this direction, if each individual Mason be true to his vows and to the spirit 
of Masonry ; and that this will not be so— that in this trying hour of our 
country's fortunes, even one Mason shall be found so insensible to the call 
of patriotism, so wanting in every principle of manhood, as to prove false 
to that duty and those vows, we cannot believe. Rather, amid the depres- 
sion of the great anxiety with which we acknowledge to look forward to 
the course of events during the ensuing year, do we derive an assuring 
and supporting encouragement from the confidential anticipation that our 
Fraternity, loyal to the Constitution of the country, and Joyal to its own 
Constitutions, which keep it apart from faction and fanatic folly, in one 
direction or another, will prove, under the Divine Blessing, a mighty 
means at once of restoring union from without, and of preserving peace 
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and order within. Our thoughts stilt dwell anxiously, thoughtfully and 
prayerfully, upon our country, with a fond and earnest hope of living to 
see that country once more united and at peace ; for, in spite of all that 
has past— of all the suffering brought upon us by the infatuation and wick- 
edness of one part of our countrymen, we cannot think of that country with 
any other feelings than those of Grimke, as contained in the memorable 
words : " And what is our country 7 It is not the East, with her hills 
and her valleys, with her countless sails and the rocky ramparts of her 
shores. It is not the North, with her thousand villages and her harvest 
home, with her frontiers of the Lake and the Ocean. It is not the West, 
with her forest-sea and her inland isles, with her luxuriant expanses, cloth- 
ed in the verdant corn — with her beautiful Ohio, and her verdant Missouri. 
Nor is it the South, opulent in the mimic show of the cotton, in the rich 
plantations of the rustling cane, and in the golden robes of the rice-fields. 
What are these hut the sister families of onb greater^ better ^ holier fam- 
ily. Our Country ?" May it please the God of our Fathers to restore 
that unity speedily to our country, that once more we may be a people 
and a Brotherhood at peace amonij; ourselves! Such, we feel sure, will 
be the prayer of every Masonic heart throughout our land, cherished in 
the heart's sanctuary until the happy day of its accomplishment arrives ; 
and, as prayer without action is a mockery, such will be the glorious ob- 
ject for which every Masonic hand will labor i<inflinchingly, remembering 

that 

'* Speech without action is a moral dearth, 
And to advance the world is little worth : 
L*et us think much, say little, and much do, 
If to ourselves and God we would be true !'* 



PRESENTATION. 

The mpmbersof Es?ex Lodge, Salem, Oct. 7lh presented their W. Master, Col. 
Gkorgk H. PiRRsoif, with a gold Past Master's Jewel, in token of their ap^jre- 
ciation of his services, and esteem for bis character as a man and Mason. Bro. 
Fieison haft served the Lodge for the last seven years as its Master, and given 
unqualified patisfaction to his Brethren by his promptness, energy, accuracy and 
gentlemanly deportment. He now leaves them to lake command of the 5ih 
Ma6sachu}*eti8 regimeiil in the service of his country. The pre^'e^talion was 
made by R. W. Brother Winslow Lewis, P. G. M., in the presence of risingr 
a hundred Brethren. We have been politely favored with a copy of the pre- 
sentation address, and take pleasure in laying it before our readers: — 

W. Mastkr— I have been honored with the privilege of addressing you in be- 
half of the members of this Lo«l«ie, on the occasion of your leaving them and 
your old State of Massachusetts, to battle for the cause of our country, to sustain 
those laws, which as citizens we have sworn to defend, and which as Masons aie 
hallowed in our hands. 
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Essex Lodge has ever maintained a high position among the Fraternity, and 
has numbered among its members many of the best and irnesl of the Order. It 
has for me a peculiar, heaiifell interest, for when I had the honor to presiile over 
the Instituliun of this Slate, my very first appointment was the selection of your 
present Deputy Grand Mapler. The first among his equals in deeds of charily 
and pure benevolence. You all know him ; all of you have felt the influence 
of bis generous hospitality. But it is not this Lodge, this city, or any circum- 
scribed limits which boumi his good deeds. His heart and hand are wherever 
heart and hand are needed, and the widow and the orphan, the poor and suffer- 
ing rise up and call him blessed. The *' Man ot Ross." God bless him. 
Amen. 

You, my Brother, have left your impress on the character and respectability of 
this Lodge. Yuur zeal and excellence as its presiding officer for so long a peri- 
od, have manifested your interest as a Mason ; and your Brethren, by their re- 
peated re-elections, have evinced their appreciation of your worth, and confi- 
rfence in your Masonic skill and sagacity. They have crowned you with chap- 
lets of honors, and now you have laid them down, untarnished. Therefore in be- 
half of Freema»onry, in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in behalf 
of all your Brethren of Essex Lodge, I most earnestly and sincerely thank you 
for all you have done, and so well done. 

Yuur fellow-citizens have this day donated to yon tangible evidences of their 
regard towards you as a soldier, and a loved friend. Those gifts are to arm the 
combatant for the striie and struggle of battle, for the din of war, and the honors 
of an unnatural combat, but now we present you with a testimonial which 
breathes of peace and good will to all; the badge of a Mason, and of one who 
has won its honors, its highest deserts. Its teachings, while in a Lodge, you well 
kuow and have ever exemplified. But these teachings will go with you abroad, 
io the spiril-moving, in the awtui commingling of man with man. It will tend 
to temper justice with mercy, to remember that having subdued your enemy to 
your power, he is no longer such to the death, but to extend to him that most 
God-like attribute, mercy. 

You may find in your fallen enemy a Brother. Pity and forgive -him. Shield 
him with the egis of fraternal tie.s. I have not lost my confidence either in 
Freemasonry or its benign influences to quell the disturbed passions. I feel still 
that in the metropolis of the secessional government, ay, in llichmond itself, that 
many a Brother's heart beats responsive to its Masonic obligations, and sorrows ' 
for the dismemberment of their fraternal connexions. May you conquer their 
bodies by the physical force of manly power, and be the greater conqueror of 
their hearts by mercy "thrice blest, blessing him who gives, and him who re- 
ceives." • 

May God have you in his Floly keeping ; preserve you in safety and return 
you to the hearts of the loved, and to the enjoyments of that friendly communion 
which has so long been vouchsafed you. But if otherwise ordered, it is cheeiing 
tu feel, that if you fall in a just and virtuous cause, tha: the memory of the good 
patriot 1^ forever blessed. Our united aspirations are — God be with }ou. 
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GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The above M. W. Grand Lodge held itii Annual Communication at Concord, 
on the 1 llh day of June last. The session was well attended by the Grand Offi- 
cers, Permanent Members, and Representatives of Lodges, there being forty- 
three of the latter in attendanoe^fiftyone constituting the whole number in the 
State. 

The address of the M. W. Grand Master, Brother Aaron P. HuGHia, is an 
able and interesting paper, equally commendable for its general good sense and 
high conservative tone. It discusses some questions of a practical character, 
and though the discussion may not present any new points, it wilt be useful to 
the Lodges for whose benefit it is more especially designed. We extract as fol- 
lows: — 

" WHO CAN PRESIDE V* 

Is a queatioD that has been very considerably discussed in this jurisdiction, and the 
conclusions have been somewhat conflicting. The Senior Warden, in the absence 
of the Master, is to preside ; and in the absence of both, it is the right and duty of 
the Junior Warden to preside. A Past Master cannot open and preside in a Lodge 
in the absence of the Master, neither can a Past Master congregate a Lodge in the 
absence of the Wardens. This right is to be exercised by the Wardens, and in the 
absence of the Master and Wardens, in this jurisdiction, it is to be done by the 
three oldest Master Masons of the Lodge j* otherwise by the C«rand Master or his 
Deputy. If, in the absence of the Master, the Senior Warden declines, from any 
cause, it is the duty of the Junior Warden to take the gavel and preside as Master 
of the Lodge. A Warden in this jurisdiction cannot confer the degrees unless a 
Past Master is presentf A Past Master, for this purpose, must have been regular- 
ly elected a Master of a Subordinate Lodge, have been duly installed, and passed 
through his term of office. The custom now, in a majority of the States, is that a 
Warden " may congregate a Lodge, preside and confer the degrees, and do all 
things pertaining to the office of Master," — in which I concur4 

WHILE UNDER CHARGES. 

A Brother under charges is not necessarily deprived of his Masonic rights or priv- 
ileges, and may exercise them and vote upon all questions, except upon his own 
guilt or innocence. But be cannot be demttted during the pendency of the charges, 
nor can he, if he takes an appeal, be demitted while that is pending. But he may 
file counter charges or other charges against his accuser or any other Brother. If 
he should move out of the Jurisdiction of the Lodge while charges are |iending, 
that does not abate the charges or affect the jurisdiction of the Lodge over his case. 
A diploma cannot be given a Brother while charges are pending against him, nor 
after he has been found guilty. A Brother should not be allowed to resign his mem- 
bership while under charges. ^ 

*Tbere is no warrant in Masonic law or usage for a provision of this kind. 

tThis was, in the early days of the Order in ihis country, held to be essential, but there 
was never any Law for it, and it is now almost universatly given up. 

tThere is no authority for this. The rule is correctly stated in the first sentence of the 
paragraph. 
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" THK HIGH DCO&tn." 

I ooderstand very well the inclination to press forward, and to arrive at a higher 
eminence in the Order by taking ag reat number of degrees. I have known Masons 
to take the first three degrees in Masonry, and then eagerly press their claims for 
higher degrees, without stopping to consider those they had already taken, appa- 
rently regarding them nearly if not entirely worthless. No greater mistake could 
possibly be made. One might as well undertake to get an education without learn- 
ing the alphabet, as to be a good, bright Mason, without familiarizing himself 
with the work and lectures of the drat three degrees. If one is attracted more 
by outside show than by the intrinsic value of a thing, then he may make himself 
conspicuous in the upper degrees, and neglect the first three. But, to stand well in 
the upper degrees, one should be a good " Blue Mason.'' I do not mean to say a 
word against those degrees, or reflect in the least upon them ; for there are many 
good and beauti/ul things in them, and they, as well as the symbolic degrees, teach 
many valuable and useful lessons. There is a germ in Masonry ; it is found only 
in the symbolic degrees. The first three only are symboliased, and, for a long time, 
were the only degrees. The others are of con>paratively modern date. I speak 
from experience on this subject : and if there is a Brother present who desires to 
be a bright and shining light in the Order, let him perfect himself in the work and 
lectures in the first three degrees, and he will always find himself a welcome visi- 
tor wherever he may go, and friends that will stand by him in time of need. 

^'adoptivb masonitI" 
One of the patent hambugs of the day. It does not take well in our ioU. Per- 
haps we have too much granite in our composition, for it does not floortsh well 
here. We have every reason to rejoice that it has been received as it has. It is 
" Frenchy." It originated and grew in troublesome times. It is a relic of the 
"French Revolution," when anarchy and infidelity were rampant. It is to be 
classed with the trash that " itinerant Masons"* have to vend. The bare idea of 
making Masons of women is enough to condemn it with every one who believes in 
genuine Masonry. No woman of good repute will have anything to^io with it un- 
less she is deceived. 

THE COI7STRT. 

It woold be useless for me to suggest that these are trying times, and that the 
country is passing through an ordeal that was little expected, a few months ago, by 
the great mass of the people. A revolution is no new thing. We look back throogh 
the history of the world, and find that it has fallen to the lot of other nations to be 
tried by this fearful ordeal. But we look in vain into the history of nations to find 
a parallel. A government instituted by the people, and in the hands of the people, 
its rulers accountable to the great body of the people, and not to the few ; a nation 
enjoying more freedom than any now, or that has ever existed ; more education 
■nd intelligence ; wealth more equal ; more enterprise ; more industry ; more com- 
fort and happiness, with entire religious freedom ; possessing a greater variety of 
soil and climate ; more rivers ; more lakes ; and better facilities for doing business 
than any other nation upon the face of the globe. 

*We notice as present, when this was read in the Grand Lodge, the name of one of those 
"ilineraai" traders in woman degrees, printed rituals and other ** humbugs," to whom it 
must have been particularly interesting. 
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The question now is, shall this government, with all its attendant hiessings, be 
destroyed? I cannot doubt that there i* any difference among all true men. I 
know there is but one sentiment among Masons, and that is, the ** Constitution as 
it is, and the Union as it was," must and shall be preserved, cost what it may. 

THE TRESTLE-BOARD. 

I am very glad to learn that the " Trestle-Board" is very generally used in the 
Subordinate Lodges; and so long as it is directed to be used by this Grand Body, 
it must be complied with. And any Subordinate Lod^etbat neglects to comply with 
the Order of thin Grand Lodge, makes itself liable to be dealt with. It is necessary 
that it should be done, in order to have uniformity of the work and lectures. 

We notine nothing in the proceedings of particular interest The Reports of 
the District Deputy Grand Masters are interesting and valuable, in a local point 
of view, but possess very little interest for the general reader. 

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is by the G. Secre- 
tary, R, W. Brother Horace Chase, and presents a short general sammary of the 
principal points in the proceedings the past year of some twenty Grand Lodges. 
We notice nothing very striking or ori2inal in the report, and have only to express 
the hope that our Brother has examined the proceedings of other Grand Loiiges 
with more care than he seems to have bestowed on those of (Canada and Massa- 
chusetts, for when he i>ays, <* the proceedings of ihe^Grand Lodges of Canada 
and Massachusetts do not show the evidence of either Grand Master or Grand 
Secretary," he furnishes the evidence of his great carelessness in the perform- 
ance of an official duty. Had he turned to page 22 of the proceedings of the 
latter, he would have found the name and residence of the Grand Master, and 
of all the other prmcipal officers ol the Grand Lodge in full ; and had he then 
turned to pa>re .54, he would have found the following entry — ^* G. Secretary's 
Address: Chas. W. Moore, Freemasons' Hall, Tremont street, Boston, Maes." 
That would seem to be plain and full enough for ordinary comprehension. It is 
not our business to answer for the Grand Lodge of Canada, but on the first page 
of the printed proceedings of that body for 1861 and also for 1862, we find the 
following— "T. Dougia;* Harrington, Quebec, Grand Master. — Thomas Bird 
Harris, Hamilton, Grand Secretary.*' Il we did not know our Brother's great ex- 
perience, we might be led to inter that there is a ** screw loose" somewhere in 
his method of *' taking notes." We took occasion a year ago to notice an error 
in his record, not from any disposition to find fault, bm because it placed ourown 
Grand Lodge in a false position. We cannot suppose, however, that that cir- 
cumstance had any thing to do with the present unfortunate criticism. The for- 
mer was doubtless the result of false information, and the latter an oversight. 

We like, on the whole, the conservative tone of the Report, and most cordially 
agree with our Brother in saying of candidates for the degrees — ** Let every 
man bide his time. We firmly believe it woukl be better for the Order and 
▼astly better for the candidate to require good proficiency in one degree before 
suffered to advance to another. We could wish the term emergency were never 
introduced into the Masonic vocabulary." 

Our Brother is not particularly well pleased with the " Conservators," if we 
may judge from the following : — 
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We would not boast of oar Manonic ability or progress as a Grand Lodge, nor would 
we claim anj especial credit for our attachment and strict confornoity to what we 
deem the ancient Landmarks of the Order, bat we do claim that no Grand Lodge 
has been more successful in producing a uniformity of work, or more strongly and 
successfully resisted all attempts at innoiration. Yet we are sorry to be compelled to 
say that we have seen, and recently too, a very great departure from this principal, 
and what is still more remarkable, in a Lodge, which, but a few years since might 
be called almost a model Lodge for its strict conformity to the established forms* 
And of this Lodge and its ofiicers it is but justice to say, that great departure from 
tbe work, as established by this Grand Ledge, was by the Master alone. He had 
picked up from some foreign organization, and committed, parrot-like, a rigmarole 
of big, bigh-sounding words and rhetorical flourishes, which he let off with the 
force of a steam engine, and pomposity and consequence of a French dancing mas- 
ter, which in truth had nothing to do with Masonry, and was just about as appro- 
priate to the occasion as a jewel would be to a hog*s snout. This, by some, may be 
thought severe criticism. To such we could wish, for once only, they might enjoy 
the mortification we then suffered. 



BOSTON ENCAMPMENT. 

A MOST inlereBting and pleasant visitation took place at this Encampment on 
their regular communication, 15th October last, on the occasion of conferring the 
Order of the Red Cross. Sir Knights Robert Lash and John B. Hammatt 
again honored the Encampment with their presence; more than eight years hav- 
ing elapsed since they were present together on the occasion of commemorating 
their semi-centennial admission to this Order. This occasion was doubly inter- 
esting to those who participated in the welcome which was extended to them at 
that time, in the eloquent address of Sir Knight Winslow Lewis and the M. E. 
6. C. Daniel Harwood. It was a most beautiful sight to see these two Past 
Commanders of the Boston Encampment, now respectively 83 and 84 years of 
Bg^t apparently as hale and hearty as when eight years ago they received the 
congratulation of the Sir Knights on tbe occasion above alluded to, at the Old 
Masonic Temple. 

M. E. Grand Com. John K. Hall introduced them to the Sir Knights, and al- 
luded to the meeting at the Old Temple, and the number that had been added 
to their ranks since that memorable occasion, of which they had heaid but had 
not seen, he therefore thought he could not confer a greater favor upon the Sir 
Knights of the Boston Encampment than to present before them these two be- 
loved and worthy Past Grand Commanders of " Auld Lang Syne." 

Sir Knights Kent, Ball and F. A. Hall, then sung, in their usual pleasing and 
spiiited manner, '*Auld Lang Syne,'' and the Commander turning to Sir Knights 
Lash and Hammatt presented them with two beautiful bouquets in the following 
lines :— 

** lo Eastern lands they talk io Flowers, 

And tell in a garland their loves and cares ;** 
Accept, dear friends, in these gilts of ours 
Tbe Knightly regard which each heart here bears. 
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May yoar bark for the fature at calmly glide 
' Neatb a »ky as terene aa the past has crowaM ; 

Aad your stream of life at iu ebbiag tidoi 
Witb fluwers and Friends such as these abound. 

Sir Knights Lash and Hamroatt both feelingly responded to the welcome ex- 
tended to them by the Sir Knights. Past Com. Daniel Harwood, was then in- 
Vodooed, and referred to the occasion of the semi-centennial celebration, in a 
very pleasing and interesting manner. Remarks were also made by Sir Knight 
Marshall P. Wilder, Sir Knight Rev. Wm. R. Alger, and others, and thus ter- 
minated a most interesting and pleasant occasion, which it may not be vouch- 
safed to us to again witness. 



GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA. 

Thb last Annual Communication of the Grand Lo4ge of Louisiana, was held 
at New Orleans in February of the present year. Most of the Grand OHicers 
were present, and there was a very good representation from the Lodges, though 
the number of delegates was not so large as in more prosperous times. The 
M. W. J. Or. A. Fellows presided, and read his annual address at the opening of 
the Body, from which we make the following eitracts: — 

THE ABSENT. 

[The following is well and Masonically said. We wish we could say as much 
of the Report from the " Relief Lodge," given a few pages further on. Besides 
the bad laste and temper in which it is written, it teveals the discreditable fact, 
that relief was refused poor Brethren, who were desirous to returp home to the 
North, on the breaking out of the rebellion, in order that, being unable to get 
away, they might be driven by their destitute condition to enlist in the rebel ar- 
my ! Such a spirit is fiendish, not Masonic. The Address of the Grand Master 
is in better taste.] He says : — 

" It is with a feeling of sadness that I notice the absence of many a face which 
I have had the pleasure to greet here during the last ten years. Many who have 
heretofore come up to this annual assembly and assisted us with their coansels, 
have at the call of their country, left friends and home to serve its behests on the 
tended field and in the deadly strife of battle. A Masons duty is to his country 
next after that to his God, and then to his neighbor before himself. This is the 
order of a Mason's duties, and the true Mason knows how best to fulfill them. 
May we who remain behind remember them in our prayers ; may their sucoees 
be in proportion to the justness of their cause : and may they be permitted to re- 
turn in God's own time, to rejoice with us in our country's deliverance and to 
receive the welcome of their friends and Brethren." 

'* I have called upon each Lodge to preserve a record of all who have gone to 
the war, and to state the fact in their returns, as an interesting matter for future 
reference. In the present time of trouble, it behoves our elder Brethren to return 
again to their active duties in the Lodge, and by their exertions keep the Order 
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alire and provide for the wants of the families of the yonnger Brethren bow ab- 
sent in the^ervice of their country. As has been said of old, Masonry best 
flourishee in times or peace ; yet, as we love the Order, oor exertions to pre- 
serve it will be in proportion to the present necessities. Let us meet like men 
and MaeooB the greater calls upon us^ and also remember, in this our time of 
peril, that the oharity of Freemasonry is universal, and is even to be extended, 
so far as safety will allow, to a fallen foe." 

LODOKS .nf THE ARMT. 

** I have granted but one Dispensation for a new Lodge during the past year, 
and that was to Brother A. S. Heron and others, for a Lodge to be called Pelican 
Lodge, and attached to the Seventh Regiment of Louisiana Volunteers, and of 
which Brother Harry T. Hays is the Colonel, and with instructions to receive no 
materials for Work outside of that Regiment Several applications have been 
made to me for similar dispensations, and which I professed my willingness to 
grant on a proper showing, but the near approach of this session has prevented 
further action. I would grant one to proper parties in each regiment of Louisiana 
Volunteers, on proper application, with the view that the tedium of camp life 
might be lessened by the practice of our rites on suitable occasions. 

" I have been informed that the Grand Master of Virginia has granted a dis- 
pensation to certain of our own Brethren in the Fifth Regiment of Louisiana Vol- 
unteers. This we cannot approve ; for the soldiers of that regiment, though in 
Virginia, are yet our own citizens, and I cannot but regard this as an invasion 
of our jurisdiction. We do not invade theirs, for we confine the working of 
our Lodges to our own citizens and to the members of the particular regiment fo 
which the Lodge is attached. Our late and our present Grand Secretary have 
had some correspondence on this subject with Brother Dove, the Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, but as yet no definite action has been taken. 
Such other Grand Masters as have granted Army Warrents, so far as my know- 
edge extends, have confined their jurisdiction to a particular regiment volunteer- 
ing from their own jurisdiction.'* 

DISPSNSATIONS. 

" The greatest call upon me has been for dispensations of time, etc., in coa- 
ferring the degrees upon candidates called to the service of their country. 
Whert Uu Work had hwn begun and a proper showing madt^ I invariably granted 
the request, and in a few instances dispensed with a portion of the time required 
io new cnses^ all other fprroalities being complied with. In one instance I con- 
ferred the three degrees in one night, in Peikina Lodge, on the captain of a com- 
pany of artillery suddenly called into active service." 

DEATH OF THE GRAIfD SECRETARY. 

" Resolvedf That in the death of our beloved Brother, Samuel G. Risk, Grand 
Secretary of this Grand Lodge for eight successive years, not only has this Grand 
LfOdge and the Fraternity throughout the State and country, but society at large 
and especially the benevolent institutions of this city, lost a most valuable orna- 
ment and useful member — one ever ready to devote his time, means and life, 
if necessary, in the service of his neighbor and his country.^ 
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ROB. MORRIS'S VOICE OF MASONRY. 

In *The Leipzig Bauhutte,'of AugrustSOth, we find the following eriticism on 
Rob Morris's • Voice of Masonry,' says the New York Courier : — 

' The second number of the first volume of this lately revived Masonic Journal 
is before us. We cannot forbear expressing our regret, not only at the scanti- 
ness and worthlessness of its contents, but more particularly at the barrenness 
and failure of its aim. Bro. Morris has, as it seems, taken a backward step. In. 
stead of thinning out the primitive forest and sowing with corn the cleared land, 
planting it with fruit-trees and flowers, he now begins to cultivate thorns and 
thistles, and to plant wild briers and weeds. ' Universal uniformity of Ritual' is 
his watchword, and in this uniformity of mere /orm«, he perceives the greatest un- 
dertaking since the institution of Freemasonry ! And by it, he means not merely 
a unity of mode of work in the main points and essentials, but a strict agreement 
in words and syllables. Like starving philologists and captious critics he rides 
about on Bingle words and finds the only safety of the Royal Art in saying hours 
of refreshment, not how^ compass not compasses, conceal not conceive, &.c» 

/*Thus to make his chief employment of such a miserable retailing of words, is 
a melancholy aberration of the mind, doubly melancholy, because the restoration 
of a perfect uniformity and unity of ritual is an impossibility aside from the fact 
that Bro. Morris is not in a position to accomplish anything good in this field, bo- 
cause he lacks genius and deeper knowledge. If the whole volume is as distaste- 
ful, tedious and uninteresting as the second No., we pity the American Brethren 
with all our hearts, who hunger for Masonic food and must feed on stubble, weeds 
and thistles. We nevertheless hope that Bro. Morris may strike out on a new 
road, seek and find a fruitful field for his Masonic labors, raise the new Journal 
to a higher position, more worthy of the subject and then he may work profitably.' 



RAPID INITIATIONS. 

The subject relating to candidates hurrying through all the degrees of oar Or- 
der, without adverting to the propriety of one step they pursue, or possessing a 
single qualification requisite for advancement, ought to be taken into considera- 
tion by this Grand Lodge. Candidates passing through the usual formalities in 
this hurried manner, notwithstanding, consider themselves entitled to rank as mas- 
ters of the art, they solicit and accept olRces, and even assume the government 
of a Lodge, equally unacquainted with the rules of the Institution they engage 
to support, or the solemn trust they engage to perform ; and the consequence is, 
many irregularities and improprieties are introduced into our oeremoaies, and the 
substance is lost in the shadow. If candidates were required to pass satisfac- 
tory examination before a suitable Committee, or in open Lodge, before advance- 
ment, in my humble opinion, a general reformation would speedily take place, 
and the Brethren would be constrained to acknowledge that our honors were de- 
servedly bestowed. I am of the opinion thai it is doing injustice to a candidate 
to confer upun him more that one degree at the same communication, and I 
would therefore recommend the alteration of the 21st section of the By-Laws of 
the Grand Lodge, which leaves it discretionary with the Lodge to confer more 
than one degree at the same communication. — 0, M. Vt, 
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THE ORIGIfi AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE 

FRATERNITY OF MASONS. 

[Coutinued from page 375: vol. 21.] 

Thb Abbots, or ecclesiastical superiors of the monasteries, designed the 
plans of their churches and other religious edifices, and superintended 
their construction. Alliances were established between the different con- 
vents, and in the course of time, the Craftsmen who dwell within the circle 
of these monastic institutions, and aided the monks in erecting their re- 
lij^ious houses, likewise formed societies and associations of their own. 
From the latter sprang the Lodges^ or ^^ BauhuUeny'* of the German Stone- 
masons. 

The erection of these immense buildings necessarily employed a very 
large number of artists and workmen, who were thus frequently fur many 
years, closely associated in their social life and mutual labor. The per- 
manence of their association, the maintenance of good order among the 
workmen, and the final realization of their object, could only be secured 
by strict subordination to a certain form of uovernment. A peculiar so- 
cial form was thus soon given to the association, the model of which was 
furnished by the Confraternities instituted by the monasteries in various 
lands, and which offered to their individual members many privileges 
which otherwise they could not readily have obtained. 

When in the course of time the Lay-brethren had acquired a theoreti- 
cal and practical knowledge of Architecture^ when their own self-reliance 
and the rising power of the cities had begun to impart a new form to civil 
life, the German spirit awoke in full and vigorous strength, and boldly es- 
sayed to surpass all former creations in magnificence. Unfettered by the 
shackles of arbitrary foreign laws and formn, supported by a brilliant and 
matured science of technics, the national fancy gave utterance to iis deep- 
est thoughts, for the first time, in its ovm language— and the German 
(Gothic) style of Architecture, made its appearance. The Christian ar- 
chitects adhered to the pointed and perpendicular style of Architecture, 
which in its perfected state is explained by the creative spirit emanating 
from the depth of German nature, bringing into the most beautiful har- 
mony the various forms of building, and ever following one and the same 
fundamental plan, fron) the colossal mass down to the smallest ornament. 
Their art-creations are, as it were, an invocation to the Deity, from whom 
emanated the genius of their art. The German style of Architecture is, 
in one word^-elegant in its details — grand and imposing, as a whole — in- 
genious and fraught with deep meaning in all its parts (^) The feathery, 
fairy-like spires, towering into heaven, and seeming so beautifully figura- 
tive, to connect therewith the dull earth ; the slender and graceful col- 
umns, holding up, as it were in sport, the traceried roof, so easy, yet so 
confident ; the problem which requires the maximum of strength, with the 
minimum of materials, everywhere so admirably solved ; all bespeak an 
advancement in civilization, equal at the least, to that of which we boast, 
even at this period. How great then, must be the astonishment of every 
inquirer, when he finds that at this very lime, ignorance, with superstiiion 
her eldust burn, usurped ttie land ; that few could even read ; to be able 
to write entitled one to the appellation of scholar ; and the knowledge of 

3 
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a few elementary principled in physics, dften proved but a passport to the 
stake (2) 

The rules arid principles of ihe Gernnan style of Architecture were 
sacredly preserved by the German Architects vithin their secret guilds, 
the Baiihuilen. or Lodges ; the peculiar organization of which embrnced 
in a mutual bond of fellowship, the workmen of all the more important 
towns. The versatile noveliyseeking and strongly Germanized inhabi- 
tants of northern France, are generally considered as the creators of the 
Gothic sfyle in its first inception, and we find traces of this style among 
them as early as 1 160. From thence it passed over to England, and then 
to Germany and ilie north of Europe, while the more southern ponions of 
the continent were ilie last to adopt it. The further devolopmeni of the 
Gothic, and its final perfection was reserved for the Germans, 'the 
maihematical proportions and ruh*s of the style were taught in the Lodges 
of the German Stone-masons, and were handed down by them as the se- 
cret of their art. 

These Lodges, — ( Bauhui ten ^'— huts of planks, erected near the build- 
inir in process of construction) were to be found wherever any extensive 
edifice was being erected. Around the I^odi^e were placed the dwellings 
of ihe workmen, and from these, as the building often required many years 
for its completion, arose colonies and convents. The actual founder of 
the German Lodges, is said to have been the Abbot William of Hirschau, 
Palatine of Scheuren (A. D. lOSO— 1091,) who had previously been Mas- 
ter of the Lodge of St. Emmeran, at Regensburjr. For the purpose of 
enlarging and completing the monastery of Hirschau, he gathered together 
workmen of all kinds, connecied them with his convent as Lay 'brethren, 
and superintended their instruction and improvement. Their social life 
was regulated by certain statutes ; and the preservation of fratemai peace 
and harmony was impressed upon them by the Abbot as their fundamental 
]aw.(») 

The Lodges instituted by the Benedictines flourished until the beginning 
of the 14ih century, at which period the ecclesiastics began to abandon 
their taste for architecture, nnd the architects originally trained and edu- 
cated by them, gradually withdrew from the monastic community. As 
early as the VSih century there existed several Lodges which were entirely 
independent of the convents, and these in the course of time formed a 
general: union of all the German Stone-masons. They had peculiar to- 
kens of recognition, and were bound together by certain guild-regulations^ 
or statoles, (Ordnungen,) to the due observance of which each member 
ivas bound by oath, and in which their privileges and duties were strictly 
defined. As to the nature and organization of these Lodges, and more par- 
ticularly as concerns their knowledge and doctrines, there have been a 
variety of opinions. While some consider them as nothing more than 
associations of ordinary incorporated craf\smen, in which a peculiar de- 
gree of order and discipline was maintained ; others see in them the de- 
positaries of great and hidden mysteries. But in truth, the mediaeval Ma- 
sonic Lodge WHS as little the rendezvous of penetrative adepts as of mere 
ordinary every-day workmen. That the nature and organization of the 
insiilulion had a deeper foundation than mere disciplinary regulations and 
trivial journeymen's signs and tokens, we have the surest evidence, in that 
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spiritual unity displayed in all the external diversity of the works of these 
LodgesJ^) and in ihe incomparable monuments erected by them, which 
like wonder-trees growing through long centuries, in all the richness and 
all theTariety of their structure, ever obeyed one and the same fundamen- 
tal law. 

During the Middle Ages the art of writing was but little known outside 
of ihe convents and monasteries* In its stead the Masons have left us 
their history in chronicles of stone, — the old cathedrals and other works 
of art which still exist at the present day. In order, therefore, to acquire 
a JMSt idea of the subject, we must consider not only those documents 
which relate to the nature and orcranization of the Lodges, (very few of 
which are of earlier date than the 15ih century,) but also their ancient 
monuments and the whole social life of the Middle Ages. All the exist- 
ing statutes of the Stone-masons assert that practical religiousness, moral- 
ity and honesty constituted the pillars of the i^odge. 

If we go back to the darkest and most troubled period of the Middle 
Ages, we shall find, even at a very early date, sworn secret societies, as- 
sociated together for purposes of oflTence or defence, not only against ene- 
mies from without, but also against those from within, especially the great 
landed proprietors, who were b<K;oming overbearingly arrogant and power- 
ful. Soon after the rise and aggrandizement of the cities, with the influx 
of a host of freemen and the development of trade and commerce, simi- 
ilar sworn fraternities, or guilds, were formed also within the town walls. 
The existence of these protective guilds in the 13th century, in almost all 
the German cities, is proven, not only by the accounts of reliable histori- 
ans,!^) *>u* **«o hy many of their an^.ient statutes, which have been preserv- 
ed and transmitted to us. At the head of these guilds was a president, 
(Aldermin, Meister, Maitre, Mister); new mnmbers were req<iired to be 
vouched for by some Brother of the fraternity ; all matters relating to the 
afTairsi of their tride or occupation were concerted and regulated at their 
regular assemblies ; the sons of members were peculiarly privileged as 
concerned their admission* &c. There were general rules common to all 
the guilds. In the course of lime the city guilds became more exclusive, 
and the ordinary workmen who were debarred from their association, then 
formed similar societies among themselves. Although we have no diicu* 
roentary evidence of the existence of these associaiions prior to the i2th 
century, yet this fact should not mislead us, for as Winger very jnsily ob- 
serves, they may have existed for a long tinne before they had wriilen 
Constitutions, It was only when after having obtained the recognition of 
the State, they desired to retain some privilege previously accorded them, 
thai they felt the necessity of making use of a written Constitution as a 
baiis for coalirmation. in this society none were received, who were not 
free-t>oin, of unblemished reputation, and well skilled in the knowledge 
of their cmft. Tne members all enjoyed e<)udl rights ; were obligated to 
mutual duties, and regarded one another as Brothers. 

The magnificent edifices of the Middle Ages were principally con- 
structed of blcK:ks of free-stone, prepared in accordance with the rules of 
art, as furnished by the plans of the muster workman, and afterwards 
placed ia the building. It is self-evident that only skillful artizans could 
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be employed for this purpose, and these were the Steinmetten^ or Stooe- 
masons. 

As we have already mentioned, the German, or Gothic style, first made 
its appearance in the Isk of France, Paris and iis environs. From thence 
in thetsourse of the century it passed into Ensiand, (Cathedral of Canter- 
bury, 1 174— 1 18'>,) and soon after into Germany. The first Gothic build- 
ings in the latter country were the church of St. Gereon, at Cologne, 
(1212—1227); the Cathedral of MagHeburg, (121 1) ; the Lady Chapel, 
at Treves, (1227) ; the Church of St. Elizabeth, at Marburg, ( U35,) and 
above all the ^'a i bed ra I of Cologne, (1248 )(«) The erection o< these 
buildings brought together a large number of artizans and masons, and 
more especially of Stone-masons. This close association, their mutual em- 
ployment in the practice of the same art, the unity of the plan,' and the 
combination of their artistic faculties, tended to uni'e them still more close- 
ly, and from this union gradually sprang the Fraternity of German " Slein- 
metzen.*' According to an old tnidition, long preserved among the Ger- 
man Masons, the guild, that is, in its character as a yra<^rni/y, was first in- 
stituted in Germnny at the building of the Cathedral of Magdeburg, which 
was commenced in the year 12 II. We may therefore presume that this 
is the date when the Freemasons^ Fraternity was first i nst it u ted ,(^) although 
the earliest authentic document we possess, dates only from 1459 (^) This 
document, however, was framed only after disorders had be^an to prevail 
among trie craft, and explicitly states that these dissensions were ^^ con- 
trary to the ^ood customs and ancient usages maintained and practised in 
good faith by the seniors and patrons of the craf\ in antientiiimea. But 
that we may continue to abide therein in a true and peaceful way, have 
we • • • • renewed and revised these ancient usages.^' 

There is another irudiiion which refers to the Cathedral of Cologne, and 
more particularly to the renowned Albertus Argentinus, a Benedictige 
monk, more generally known as Albertus Magnus, who dwelt at Cologne, 
in 1249, and is sup[)osed to have been the actual projector of the German 
(Gothic) style of Architecture. He was of a noble Swabian family and 
studied at Padua, and afterwards entered the Dominican Order. In 1249 
he was tutor of the school at Cologne; in 1254 provincial of his Order, 
and in 1260 Bishop of Katisbon. In 1262 he returned to his convent and 
died there in 1280. Fie was the most fruitful writer, and perhaps the 
most learned man, that the Middle Ages produced. His contemporaries, 
marvelling at his learning, regarded him as a magician, and he became 
the subject of many legendary stories. 

*^ Alijertus,'* says Heideloff,(^) ^^ awoke the long-slumbering symbolic 
language of the Ancients again to iife» and adapted it to the forms of Ar- 
chitecture, Ln which by means of peculiar figures, numbers and proper* 
tions, serving as abbreviations of more copious and detailed rules, it ren- 
dered valuable service, the more so as the building associations were not 
permitted to put down in writing the fundamental principles of Albertine 
Architecture, which were always kept profoundly secret, in order that they 
might not be profaned. 

This symbolic language, on account of its efficiency, was held in the 
greatest esteem, and among the workmen it was deemed a point of honor 
to understand it thoroughly. The symbols served as a rule and guide for 
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the practice of their art ; they facilitated the labor of those who under- 
stood their meaning, and who could thus comprehend the object and in- 
tention of the work on which they were entitaged. In accordance with 
this Art-1ani>uage, the various buildings were constructed. The spirit of 
this secret doctrine had necessarily a beneficial effect upon the Lodges; 
fur no apprentice was received who was not gif\ed with good common 
sense, and some education. 'J'o such, alone, could this symbolic language 
be imparted. The respect and esteem in which they were universally 
held ; the self-reliance thus created, deterred them from communicating 
the sacred language to the profane ; it also served them as a means of 
coram uoication, for the art of writing was then but little known, and the 
Masons had but little time, means, or opportunity for acquiring it. On 
the other hand, while they were daily, as it weie, toying with these sym- 
bols, they became conversant with their true meaning;; and importance, 
and during their labor could profit by the advice and instruction of their 
older Brethren." 

Atbertiis Magnus is said to have designed the plan of the Cologne Ca- 
thedral, and also to have renewed and revised the Constitutions of the Fra- 
ternity. This, however, has never been historically proven, and it is a 
question whether he merely gave the impulse to Gothic symbolism, or 
whether he actually created it. Bro. Winzer remarks, that what is of 
more importance to us is this, **• that in the full realization of the Gothic 
style as displayed in the Cathedral of Cologne, is revealed to the thinking 
mind the rules of the art and the application to be deduced therefrom.*' 
If we remember, however, what Science meant at that period, what a 
mystic bent had been imparted by the Crusades to the whole life of the 
Middle Ages, and how Arabic and Hebrew wisdom, with their interpreta- 
tions of the Old Testament, constituted the highest regions of philosophy, 
we may then be able to judge in what these rules and this system of Ar- 
chitecture consisted. Mathematical axioms and geometrical figures, em- 
bellished with mystical explanations and mysterious references, biblical 
allusions and interpretations, from which the Gothic proportions are de- 
duced and on which they are baaed, the rules of the Gothic style explain- 
ed by biblical mystical interpretations, constituted the innermost and most 
secret design of the work. 

The' masons, favored by the rage for building which prevailed during 
the 13th and 14th centuries, found ready employment everywhere, and 
were frequently sent for by Architects in foreign countries, thus in the 
course of lime many magnificent buildings were erected by German hands 
in Italy, Prance and England. It was more particularly in Germany, that 
their association flourished and extended. As early as the 13th century 
Stone-mason's Lodges were established at Magdeburg, Lubeck, Bremen, 
Cologne, Ualberstadt and many other places, all of which were totally in- 
de|>eudent of the monasteries. But this flourishing state of German Ar- 
chitecture did not last long, and with its decline, also declined the Lodges, 
and disorders and irregularities be^an. in order to put a check to this 
state of affairs, in the year 1459, the Mastersof nineteen Lodges of south- 
ern and middle Germany, assembled together '^ in the manner of a Chap- 
ter,*' and on the 25ih of April, at Regensburg, drew up a revised code of 
laws (Ordnungen.) These statutes were subsequently again revised and 
were coafinned by the Emperor Maximilian L and his successors. 
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The members of this association (composed of Masters, Parlirere and 
Fellows) ackoowledged as their superiors, the Work^Masters of the 
" Haupt-Hiitten^' of Sirasburg, Vienna, Cologne and Berne (and later of 
Zurich.) The Master of the Lodge at the Cathedral of Strasburg was the 
supretne head of the fraternity ; before whom all appeals were carried, 
and by whom all weighty matters of controversy between members of the 
Fraternity were (inally adjusted. The Lods^es of Lower Saxony, of 
which there were many in Magdeburg, Halberstadt, Uildesheim and other 
cities, were not represented at this Congress of Masons held at Regeos- 
burg. Some time aAerwards a copy of the new Regulations was sent to 
them, with the request to join the association. Instead of doing so, they 
met together on the 21th of August and 29ih of September, 1462, at Tor* 
gau, and drew up a separate code of Statutes, which, however, never re- 
ceived tlie imperial sanction. The Lodge at the St ras burg Cathedral, was 
the first in Germany to assume thn title of Free-masons, probably for tftie 
reason that in important and doubtful cases, even Vienna and Zurich were 
accustomed to appeal to the mother-lodge at Strasburg.(^^) The earlier 
Lodges of Masons, which were under the guidance jf the monks, were 
termed fraternities of some Saint, thus, prior to 1440, the parent society 
of Masons ai Strasburg, bore the name of ^' Brothers of St. John, (Johaa- 
DLsbruder.) 

[To be Cootinued.] 
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7. Winzer, Die deutscben Broderschaften, &c., p. 51. 

8. Tbe Constitutions of tbe Masons ol Strasburg, 1459. 

9. Heideloff, die BaubQtte des Mittelaiters. Nurnberg, 1844, page 16. 
10. Scbopflin, Alsatia illustrata. 



THE MASONIC REVIVAL OF 1717. 
Who were the principal Masons that took part in the Masonic revival of 1717 ? 
— U. H.^[Bro. Deraguliera having iiitimaied bis intention of renovating the Or* 
der, soon loand himself suppof led by a parljr of artive and xealous Brothers, 
vrhuse names merit preservation. They were — Sayre, Pa}ne, Laraball, Elliott, 
Gofton, Curdwell, De Noyer, Varden, King, Morrice, Calvert, Ware, Lumley, 
and Madden. These included the Masters and Wardens of the four existing 
Lodges at tbe Goo^e and Gridiron, the Crown, the Apple-tree, and the Rummer 
and Grapes; and they succeeded in forming themselves into a brand Lodge,' and 
resumed the quarterly communications, which had been discontinued for many 
years ; and having thus replanted the tree, it soon extended its stately branch- 
es to every quarter of the Globe.J^Lon. F. M, Mag. 
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SOUTH AFRlCA.-**-fiON0R TO WHOlf HONOR 18 DUE. 2S 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

KirrsNA.— /naug-wra^wn of the Union Lodge (No. 1185)— March 6th, 1862. 
An Qhusual degree of intere»t was exhibited on this occasion, as it was known 
that the little band forming this Lo(\ge had displayed more than ordinary zeal in 
making every preparation for the interesting ceremony. Isolated as the Knysna 
18 from other towns in the western Province, it was gratifying to the members to 
find many of the Brethren had travelled from two to four hundred miles to assist 
them on this occasion, there he'imi present representatives from Cape Town, Port 
Elizabeth, George Town, OudlsLoorn, Plaltenberg's Bay, &c. The Lodge hav- 
iug met and nnanimously confirmed all previous minutes, the inauguration cere- 
mony was proceeded with, Bro. Michael T. King, P. M. of the Biiti^h Lodge 
(Na 419), presiding. Bro. J. S. Prince, Jlf. L, A., representing the Hope Lodge, 
acting as S. W., and Bro. Gardner, representing the Joppa Lodge (No. 1166), act- 
ing as J. W. This interesting ceremony being<uncluded, Br. King in his usual 
impressive manner, proceeded to install Bro. Capt. Thos. Hum as W. M., he 
having been previously unanimously elected to that office by the Brethren. The 
M. W. having taken his seat, proceeded to invest the following officers for the en- 
suing year, viz., Br. McPherson, S. W. ; Br. Laing, J. W. ; Br. De Graaf, Sec. ; 
Bro. J. Kenedy, S. D. ; and Bro. Graham, as I. G. After which the Brethren 
adjunrned to a sumptuous banquet provided by the VV. M. at his private resi- 
dence. 



HONOR TO WHOM HONOR IS DUE. 

Wk clip from one of our New York exchanges the following notice of a beau- 
tiful and costly presentation to one of our townsmen for the learning, ability and 
fidelity with which he has discharged the duties of various offices m the Grand 
Lodge of Masons of this State, from Junior Grand Warden, to which office he 
waa elected iu 1852, to the Grand Masteiship of the Fraternity of New York 
from which he retired in June last: — 

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of the State of New York, held in this city in June last, R. W. Brothers 
Waring, Simond, and Lewis were ap{)oinied a committee to devise and prei^ent, 
in the name of that Grand Body, to the then retiring Grand Master, M. W. Finlay 
M. King, some fitting token of fraternal esteem. 

The eommittee have just performed their duty. The testimonial consisted of 
a gold hunting lever watch, with a chronometer balance, accompanied by a chain, 
aeal, and key; and a lady's chain bracelet (very superb) for Mrn. King. 

The articles were all ot the finest quality, style and fitii«(h. Upon one side of 
the watch was very handsomely engraved an appropriate Masonic device — the 
jewel at' a Grand Master; and on the other the inscription : *' Presented to M. W. 
Finlay M. King, P. G. M., by the G. U of F. A. M., of the Slate of New York, 
A. D. 1862." The bracelet was also inscribed neatly and appropiiaiely. The 
gills were (Kocured of Mr. Hammond, in William street, and weie of bis best. 
The coet of the whole was about $500. 
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24 MASONRY ▲ MONUMENT OF THE PAST. 

The ceremonies attending were of the most pleasant and sool-eatisfjring nature^ 
and the entire raaiter one of tho^te cheerful occurrnecesof which this sterile plaa- 
et 16 uccasioaally the scene. — Sifracust, A*. Y. pap. 



MASONRY A MONUMENT OF THE PAST. 

" The Chalden came with bis starry lore, 

That Imill upon Babylun'ft crown and creed, ^ 

And hncks were stamped on the Tigris*s shore. 

With siifiis which our sages scarce can read." 

Izf the year 1012 before Christ, how different was the map of the Oriental world 
from what it is now ! Then Jerusalem was in her glory, and the plains of Judea 
were dotted with populous cities and villaj^es, the handiwork of our ancient oper» 
ative Brethren. In this year, by the {ince of God, King Solomon classified the 
crafl and laid the foundations of ftar Masonic Temple, as well as that of the Most 
High. Our building is yet perfect; its walls strong, its pillars upright, its SanC' 
turn Sanctorum iinprofaned ; but the Mosque of Omar stands where the master- 
piece of our ancient Brethren stood, and Tyre and her sister cites exist but in name. 
Babylon, Memphis, Ninevah, Thebes, Palmyra, and all have had an existence, but 
all have been blotted out by the God of nations. Kingdoms and empires have 
arisen, gained glory, and fallen atzain to nothingness ; new lands have been dis- 
covered and peopled, but amtd all this changing scene our glorious Order has 
stood firmly, and yet stands a monument of the otherwise unrelenting pest. 

llefl»*ct a moment upim this theme. Think of Jerusalem as she was and as she 
is. Then the rising sun gilded the pinnacles of (he Temple and his setting rays 
played lovingly around them and kissed them as be departed down the West. 
The priests swung their censors and chanted their praise of the Most High God, 
and exhorted the people to holiness to the Lord. Vast crowds bowed the knee in 
worship in the vestibule, and the Jewish mother brought her child into its sacred 
precincts to teach them of Moses and the prophets. Jerusalem was a very queen 
among the natitms, and the fame of her king extended throughout the length and 
breadth of the known world. His sceptre reached to Tadmor in the wilderness, 
his ships brought gold and silver and precious stones from Ophir and Tarahish, 
and the monarehs of the surrounding country sent him tribute. But now Mt. Mori- 
ah is desecrated —not one stone of the Temple stands upon another. The domes 
and minarets of the infidel Turk overlook Calvary : instead of the chanting of the 
priests, the prayer and the sacrifice, the Muzzeiit of the Moslem calls to worship 
at morn, at noon, at eve. Desolation sits in high placeSi ** the heathen have oome 
into the inheritance of the Lord, the holy Temple have they defiled; and they 
have laid Jerusalem in heai)s," and the ^* chosen people of God" are scattered to 
the ends of the earth. 

The only tangible record of the glory of the first Temple is our beloved Order. 
It has stood the test of time, and quietly overcome the efforts of fanaticism to de- 
stroy it and is yet vigorous, although two thousand eight hundred years have ellip- 
sed since it assumed shape and comeliness. It stands a glorious monument of 
the past and an ornament to the present. — Jlnon,. 
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INNOVATIONS. 

'* From the examination of some of the proceedings of the Grand Lodges under 
review, it is but too apparent, that innovations and novelties are gradually creeping 
into our beloved Order. A desire for change, a morbid anxiety for exciting novel- 
ties in the work or established proceedings of the Fraternity, — a wish to make the 
age-grown forms attractve to the young eye of superficial observation, — are gaining 
a living existence in some jurisdictions. These are foes to Freemasonry. They 
are secret agencies for eWl. They are speculative instructions, tending to weaken 
and destroy the landmarks. We cannot be silent when we observe the efforts that 
are thus naaking to loosen the foundations of Freemasonry. In the language of a 
stern sentiDel> standing steadfast to his duty, we cry, ' Who goes there?* Unless 
ibe answer comes in the traditionary tongue of Ancient York Freemasonry, 'A 
Brother, clothed in the vesture of the Craft, unchanged in form and fashion, but as 
our fathers wore it,' we must challenge the stranger. 

If may be a most disagreeable duty but it is a duty. This nerves us to action, 
justifies it, sanctions it, enobles it. In the performance, then, of the obligation rest- 
ing upon us, we warn the Craft against insidious innovations and neoteric nesci- 
ence. Harmless it may be by intention, but hurtful in their effects, they are neither 
to be tolerated nor trifled with. Let us invite close scrutiny, consistant care, ceas- 
leas circumspection over the labors of the Fraternity. Let ns guard with stern 
fidelity the avenues through which these evils may seek to enter the temple. Above 
all, let us have the highest virtue of true men,— courage to speak,— when these evils 
present themselves, though attended by a retinue of either powerful or attractive 
surroundings."— *G. L, Peniu 



CONSERVATORS OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY. 

Some poitions of the Masonic Fraternity have been invited to unite in a new 
movement which may properly command a passing notice. M. W. Grand Mas- 
ter Pierson brought the subject prominently before the Grand Lodge of Minne- 
BOta in October last. He says :— 

** In August last, 1 issued a circular to the Lodges, warning them against a new 
Becret organization, sought to be foisted upon the fraternity, called * Cooservators 
of Symbolic Masonry.' 

" I had heard of this scheme a long time previous, but determined not to notice 
it unless thie jurisdictioa was invaded. But learning that several Brethren in 
the jurisdiction had received communications inviting them to join in this scheme, 
and having the example of other Grand Masters before me, I issued the circular 
as stated.'* » # * # «« ^figf carefully examining 

this scheme, as detailed in Communications Nos. 1 and 2, issued and signed by 
the author of the system, I arrived at the conclusion it was a most daugerous 
one to Masonry — ^that it was calculated to revolutionize Grand I^ges, and 
struck a blow at the root of Masonic polity ; and that its objects were two-fold : 
1st, A magnfiicent pecuniary speculation ; and 2d, A plan to enable the origina- 
tor and chief to control the action of Grand Lodges, and thus make himself the 
head or lawgiver of the whole fraternity." 

To justify th:s opinion he gives a synopsis of the private circulars. No. 1 was 

3 
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26 THE EARL OF KILMARMOCK. 

niarkeii " Masonicilly confidenlial," to be returnetl in ten dajs 1o Rob. Morrip, 
La Grange, Kcnlucky. This gave iniimations of the proposed scheme which Br. 
Pieisoii deemed ** exiiemely Quixoiic." 

No. 2 is sent lo those who relurned No. 1, marked "approved" — waa marked 
"strictly coufitlentiar* — '* to be positively relurned in ten days lo (he chief Concer- 
yator at La Grange, Kentucky." In this number aie " seven features'* of the 
system. The whole matter was to be within (he breasts of (he Conservators cho- 
sen by those in the secret, and pledged to fidelity by peculiar engagements — the 
Craft at large lo know nothing of the association, its members, or its plans. 

A journal— <A« Conaervulor — was lo be published for membeis only, with rules 
and regulations for theii guidance— this was to give Ihe true woik— to correct 
work and lectures in the various Grand Lodges. It was to reach the strictest 
minutiffi— to official matters — to set up the old Landmarks long thrown down. 

There was lo be a conservator's decree — means of recognition — its members 
in covenant by binding and appiopriate lies. 

Its " seventh feature" was a remittance of ten dollars as a contribution. There 
was to be a Depnly Chief Conservator in each congressional district, and a Con- 
servator and two Deputies in each Lodge, under the contiol of the chief conser- 
vator. According to Bro. Pierson's calcnlation, if half the Lo<lges should re- 
spond to the call, it would give the chief $75,000. He believes that a scheme so 
detrimental to Masonry, so subversive of its interests and principles— needs only 
to be exposed "to be rejected, as would any other contaminating thing."— 72^- 
port of Cor, Com, G. I#. of Maine. 



THE EARL OF KILMARNOCK. 

Thk memory of a noble Brother, who suffered death for his adherence to 
** Bonny Prince Qiarlie," has been revived by the discovery of a relic of the 
Earls of Kilmarnock— lo wit, the arms of that ancient himily, which adorned 
their aisle in ihe uld parish church of 8t. Marnock prior to the mitldle of last 
century. The relic, which is probably no less than 300 years old, and in a good 
state of preservation, was di8co\ered by Bro. Archibald McKay, Poet Laureate 
of Kilmarnock St. Juhn*s Kilwinning Lodge, No. 2/, and is described as being 
carved in oak, and measurei* about two and a half feet in length by about two 
ieet in breadth. The various figures are well executed in bas relief. The two 
supporters are scpiirrels- the fe^s cheque, the helmet, the coionet, or lucken 
dexterhand, and the other ornamental carvings being still bold and sharp. Neith- 
er motto nor inscription was found upon it, but such may originally have been 
painted on it. The coal of arms was removed fiom the old church about the 
year 1740, when the building was in course of being taken down for the pnrpose 
of being rebuilt. The body servant of the Jacobite Edrl became possessed of the 
escntcheun, and retained it as a relic of his unfoitunate master, and after his 
death it was carefully preserved in the family as a memento of both master and 
servant. 

Brother the Earl of Kilmarnock, who was beheaded at London for the part he 
took in the rebellion oi 1745, was a member of Mother Kii winning, and for two 
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years held the chair of that Lodge, and daring his occupancy of it in 1742, suc- 
ceeded the Earl of Leven as Grand Master Mason of Scotland. Under date 20th 
December, 1742, we find in the minute book of the mother Lodge the follunr- 
iog entry : — <*Oiir late Most Worshipful Master, the Earl ot Kilniarnock, being 
this year elected G. Master for Scotland was necessarily absent at Elinburgh ; 
on that account it was therefore moved that the Lodge should proceed to the elec- 
tion of a new Master, and they unanimously agreed upon the Right Hon. Alex- 
ander, Earl of Eglinion, who was proclaimed and acknowledged accordingly." 
This, the tenth Earl of Eglinton, had on the 20lh January of the same year re- 
eeivetl the rite of initiation from the hands of Lord Kilmarnock, and being also 
passed and raised on the same day, in the words of the record of thst meetine, 
'*HiB Lordship of Eglinton paid (ive guineas into the box fur the poor, besides the 
expense of the day which he also cleared, and obliges himself by subscription 
hereto annexed to abide by the rules of the Lodge." His Lordbhip was after- 
wards, in 1750, raised to the dignity of Grand Master Mason of Scotland, and con- 
tinued to take an active interest in the affairs of the Craf\ until 1759, when he 
was mortally wounded by a poacher whom he attempted to disarm, and being car- 
ried to Eglinton Castle, shortly afterwards expired. We may conclude this pot 
pourri paragraph by stating that (speaking of the Brother whose oaken coat of arms 
has been again brought to the light) a scion of one of the branches of the family 
to which Dro. F. H. J. Crauford, M. P., belongs, attended the unfoi lunate Earl of 
Kilmarnock to the scaflbid and held a corner of the cloth to receive his head as 
it fell from the block, for performini* which utficeof friendship Craufurd of Crau- 
furdland was disgraced by being put to the bottom of the army lis't. He how- 
ever regained his position in the army, and distinguished himself in the battles 
of Dettigen and Fontenoy. 



THE MASONIC EMBLEMS. 

It cannot be denied by those who have passed through the vails, that the very 
progress of Masons, in their journey from darkness to light, is regulated at every 
point and stopping place, by some incident or illustration familiar to them as 
readers of God's inspired volume. 

The ladder which Jacob saw has been adopted by us, the three principal rounds 
of which are Faith, Hope and Charity, and our whole course and pro«,'ress, are 
regulated by that beautiful implement which is to mark the degrees by which wo 
are to ascend from our state of ignorance and indifTerence to the highest intelli- 
gence, to the brightest honors, and to the highest pointa of virtue and usefulness 
in Freemasonry 

There is not an emblem, not a badge, not a sign or signal, not an implement 
of our Craft— there is nothing connected with our Heaven-ordained brotherhood, 
which is not designed either to teach a moral lesson, to inculcate some truth, to 
vindicate and establish some virtue, to propagate some righteous principal of hu- 
manity, to relieve the snflerings of our kind, or to scatter light and knowledge 
among the races who fell with Adam, and by whose fall we have inherited sin 
and death| and all the evils that infest the earth, and that transformed our garden 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 ROBERT BUBUB. 

of Eden into a theatre of war, of troaaons, of atratageoM, ay, of rank rebellioB^ 
against the laws of nature, and the commands of the Most High. 

Every piece of furniture in one of our Lodges, every implement or instrument 
of work, every figure on the checkered floor, everything the eye can behold, im- 
presses—or ought to do so— the mind with some truth, some principle, some mor- 
al or religious sentiment, or some precept of humanity. 

The square which is used by all Masons, the level and the plumb, which like- 
wise are found in every region, and in every Lodge where Masonry has established 
its benificent influence, teach such lessons of morality, virtue and religion as 
roust command the respect of all regulated minds. The square enjoins morality, 
the plumb rectitude of conduct, and the level admonishes us that we are all 
equal. 

In a word, the level, which with the square and plumb, constitute the immova- 
ble jewels of a Lodge, impress us that all men are equal by birth ; that virtue, 
that talent, that probity, and that the noble exercise of the gifts with which we 
have been endowed by our Creator, alone make the difference between the men 
of this or any other generation of the sons of Adnm. The working tools of the 
Society alone should be quite enough to win the esteem of every man who has a 
right appreciation of the duties and the obligations, and the wants of life. There 
is scarcely an instrument belonging to the Fraternity, that does not inculcate some 
token of industry, and that does not imprint on the mind the importance and ne- 
cessity of labor. They not only enforce the lesson spoken of above, that all men 
are equal, and are actually equal by nature, but they impress the other more im- 
portant one, that man must labor, and must not be ashamed of toil. 

The apron which Masons wear, besides being an emblem of innocence, is the 
sign of industry, and all the badges and implements of our Craft, impart two 
ideas most essential to be perceived, those of labor and equality. The curse 
pronounced upon A^am, (and consequently upon each of his posterity) wss, ' in 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread until thou return unto the ground.' And 
the rites, mysteries, ceremonies and observances of Freemasonry recognize this 
stern command. The very pillars of a Lodge represent wisdom to devise, 
strength to support, and beauty to adorn— JV*« F. Sat, Cowr. 



BROTHER ROBERT BURNS RETURNING 

THANKS. 
In William Pearson's edition, 1835, of Lockhart's Burns, at page 258, we find 
a letter from Burns to John Ballantine, under dale Eclinburg, January 14, 1787, 
in which the following passage occurs : — ^ I went to a Mason Lodge yesternight, 
where the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Charters, and all the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland visited. The meeting was numerous and elegant; all the different 
Lodges about town were present in all their pomp. The Grand Master, who pre- 
sided with great solemnity and honor to himself as a gentleman and Mason, 
among other general toasts, gave ' Caledonia and Caledonia's Bard— Bro. Burns,' 
which rung through the whole assembly with multiplied honors and repeated 
acclamations* As I had no idea such a thing would happen, I was downright 
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tbander-strook, and, trembling in every nerre, made the best retarn in my power. 
Jaat as I had finished, some of the Grand Officers said, so loud that I could bear, 
with a most comforting accent, ' Very well, indeed !* which set me something lo 
rights again." 



NON. AFFILIATED MASONS. 
** In relation to the idea, which, to some extent, has obtained among Masons in 
these days of modernism, that a Grand Lodge may rightfully, and ought to estab- 
lish a rale or regulation requiring every non-affiliated Masons to join or become 
a member of a Lodge, seems an inconsistency and presents to the mind an ab- 
surdity. Because, if a rule be established which requires the performance of an 
act by one party, to be consistent, the same rule will require the performance of a 
corresponding obligation by the other party. If you Xoke justice as the standard 
and boundary o{' right, by which to determine the gutstionj if you say by ihe rtde 
that a Mason shall join the Lodge or become a member — by the same rule (to be 
just) yon must say to the Lodge, you shall receivt the applicant. In the judgment 
of your Committee, you can do neither, because, by Xhe axiomatic principle which 
is evident in itself, it was originally designed and undenttood, that ihi$ should be 
lefiym to be determined by the choice of the individual himself; the latter you 
cannot do, because it is forbidden by the ancient law which declares * that no Ma- 
son shall be admitted a member of a Lodge without the unanimous consent of 
the Brethren,' hence the one you must leave to the choice of the individual Aim- 
self, in accordance with the axiomatic principle, and the other to the determina- 
tion of the Lodge in accordance with the ancient law." — G, L, of Iowa, 



THE MASONS OF PORTLAND fN 1762. 

BT SIR KT. DAVID BARKER. 

Each thooght I think, each word that I may otter. 

To this vast throng, may seem 
Like thoughts and words which madmen think and motter 

In some dread nightmare dream. 

But tell me, Brethren, yon who make this " rumpuM^* 

This pageantry — this show — 
Where are the craft who worked with square and compass 

One hundred years ago % 

Say not that they are dead and gone forever. 

Talk not to me of gloom. 
Tell not of Jordan's cold and cheerless river. 

And brood not o*er the tomb. 

They all are here, and God has not bereft us. 

Then every grief assuage ; 
They have not gone far off, but only left us 
• Like actors on the stage, 
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And stepped aside behind a sable eartain, 

Which briefly drops between 
Themselves and us, and busied now in dressing 

Just for another scene. 

I hear their footfalls tinkling all around us, 

I hear their shadowy forms now flitting by, 

I feel the pressure of the tie that bound us, 
I breathe their teachings of philosophy. 

When Time*s old clock shall tick us out another 

Full century to come, 
ril meet you here, each true and worthy Brother. 
With level, square and plumb. 
Portland, June 24, 18G2.— P. Preti. 



Capt. LEVI P. THOMPSON. 

Cspt. Levi P. Thompson, late of Company D. in the 17th Massachusetts regi- 
ment, died at Newbern, N. C. on the 20th of September, aged 34 years. He was 
loved and respected by his brother officers, and by the men under his command. 
As a member of the Masonic Fraternity he wes an active and efficient one. He 
was a member of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars, at a meeting uf 
which body, Oct. 15, the M. E. Grand Commander announced the death of Sir Rt. 
Thompson, and followed the announcement by Resolutions. The remarks and res- 
olutions were as follow :— 

Sir Knights, it becomes my duty to announce to you, ofiicially another *' vacancy 
in the lines of our Encampment ;" one to whom we piid the last sad tribute of re- 
spect on Sunday the 5th inst., (Oct.) Sir Knicht Levi P. Thompson, who, though 
with us but a short time, was, to those who knew him, a warm and true hearted 
Brother, and ardently attached to the Encampment. 

Soon after his admission to the Encampment, which was in Sept., 1960, his pa- 
triotic heart, with true Knightly valor, beating warmly in response to the eall of 
his country, he left his family to go where duty and honor called him. During his 
absence, a devoted wife was taken from him, and he could not be spared Irom h|s 
post of duty to be with her in her last moments, to receive her dying blessing. 
His strict and close attentions to his duty brought on a fever, which resulted in his 
death, at Newbern, N. C, in the 34th year of bis age. Taken thus in the prime of 
life, and in the midst of a noble career of honorable service, which led once to his 
promotion, and which would have placed his name still higher upon the roll of 
Fame, he has entered that Asylum where the Pilgrim Warrior finds rest from his 
labor. In view of the estimation in which he was held by the Sir Knights of the 
Boston Encampment, I submit the following Resolutions :^- 

Reiohed, That in sorrow we receive the sad intelligence of the death of Sir Kt. 
Levi P. Thompson, whose patriotic feelings, and whose ardent love of country* 
called him like a true Knigat, to draw his sword in her defence, and to fail under 
the glorious Beauseant of the Stars and Stripes. 

ReMolvedf That while we mingle our sorrows and sympathies with the family of 
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OUT deceased Companion, we feel the auorance which wat to earnestly expressed 
by a youn$ lady while listening to the sermon on the occasion of his funeral, 
** That Capt. Thompson has "certainly gone to heaven, for he died in the service of 
his country," 

And has gone to that distant happy land, 

Where the sorrows of life are unknown, 
To enh'st in that heavenly Union band 
V\ hich surroundii bis Faiber*s throne. 

With a Knightly zeal, at his country^s call. 

He buckled his aniior on ; 
Wiih A firm resolve in her cause to fall. 

Or return with the wreath be had won. 

Then leave him to rest in bis narrow bed, 

Where friendship has hallowed the sod ; 
For now In that holy army above. 

He obeys the commands of his GlxI. 

Resohedj That these Resolutions be placed upon our Records, enclosed in black 
marginal lines, and that our Banners and Swords bear the usual badge of mourning. 



Brothers BENJAMIN F. RIDDELL and HORACE P. COFFIN. 

Nantucket, Oct, 15, 1862. 

At a meeting of Union Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, held on Monday 
evening, 13th inst., the following preamble and resolutions, offered by Brothers A. 
fi. Robinson and Geo. W. Macy, were unanimously adopted, and ordered to be ca- 
tered opoQ the Records of the Lodge : — 
To the Worshipful Master ^ Wardens and Brethren of Union Lodge — 

Death has been among us. That dread messenger to whose fatal summons we 
most all, sooner or later, yield submission each in their turn as the period arrives, 
against which the inexhorable finger of destiny has written, ** thou shalt surely 
die !*• 

From among the little band of Brethren who have been accustomed to assemble 
around this altar, it has pleased the Grand Master of the Universe to remove two 
most worthy and esteemed members, Brothers Benjamin F. Riddell and Horace 
P. Coffin. Be it therefore 

Resohtd^ That bowing in humble obedience to this afflictive dispensation of an 
All- wise Providence, we none the less deeply feel and appreciate the loss of these 
oor Brethren, whose sterling integrity and probity as men ; whose tried fidelity aa 
frien«ls ; whose exemplary lives as citizens, and whose zeal and diligence as Masons, 
had won for them such universal respect and esteem. 

Re$olvedt That we beg leave to tender to the widow and families of our deceas- 
ed Brothers our warmest sympathies in this their sad hour of trial and bereave- 
ment ; and while mourning with them in their irreparable loss, we would earnestly 
commend them to the watchful care and protection of Him who alone is able to 
bind up their broken hearts — the orphan's Father, the widow's God. 

Rttolvedt Tbat the Lodge room be draped in mourning for the space of three 
months, in respect to the memory of our departed Brothers Riddell and Coffin. 

Resolved, That a copy of these Resolutions be sent to the families of the deceas- 
ed, and also to the Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, in Boston, for publication. 

Charles P. Swain, Secretary Union Lodge, Nantucket^ Mass, 
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MABONtO CflIT OHAT. 



MASONIC 

" The FyeemoBorui* Mdnthfy Magazine >- 
The norober for the present month of this 
high-toned oonaervative, and really valuable 
Mason Jo Magazine, reminds as that with it 
closes the tweniyfirst volume. While we con- 
gratulate our respected contemporary, upon 
the unitorm regularity with which hia excel- 
lent journal has during so long a period been 
issued ; as well as upon the valuable addi- 
tions it has made to the Masonic literature of 
our age and country, we shall, in wishing him 
from the bottom of our heart, continual and 
increasing success, do that for him which too 
many others, in season and out oi season, do 
for themselves; call on every Craftsman who 
has ^,00 to spare, to sub«cribe for the Free- 
masons* Monthly, and enclose the same to 
Gbas. W. Moore, E»q., luiitor, Boston, Mass. 
Our word for it, they will not regret doing 
so.»' 

[We are indebted to the kindness of our 
excellent Brother of the New York Saturday 
Courier, for the above.] 

IX^ We regret to learn that our Brother 
Maj. Ozro Miller, Master of Mountain Lodge, 
Shelburne Falls, in this State, died at Rjch- 
mond, Va., in August hist. 

"7%e AndtfU and Aooepted Ritc^Vf^ 
have lately heard of some steps being taken 
by which this important branch of Masonry 
in the United States, shall be placed under 
one head,~made into .one consolidation*' — 
says the New York Despatch. We know 
nothing of the movement referred to, but 
every true friend to the Rite would rejoice 
at the success of any '* stejis," having for 
their object a result so important and desir- 
able. 

07 Brother Krumpholtz, the prtocipel of 
the Institution for the £ducstionol Daughters 
of Masons at Dresden, Germany, recently 
died at that place. Uis death is a severe loss 
to the school. 

0:p*Tbe commencement of a'new volume 
affords a favorable opportunity to subscribe 
for this Magazine, of which we shall be pleas- 
ed to have all Brethren so disposed, to avail 
themselves. 



CHIT CHAT. 



(X^The Grand Masster of this State has 
just granted a Di'<pensaiion for a Lodge to be 
held in the 43d regiment, Col. Holbrook, to be 
called the " McClelian Lodge.** We under- 
stand that there are at leasts hundred Maoons 
in this regiment, including most of the officers. 

O" A new German Lodge, under the Grand 
Lodge of Hamburg, was opened at Constan- 
tinople, \hi last monthi for the benefit of the 
German Brethren residing there. It ib called 
the " Golden Horn." 

0;7*Tbe Order in India seems to have at- 
toined to a Degree of popularity and prosper- 
ity, since the great rebellion there, which it 
bad never before enjoyed. The Lodges at 
Calcutta, Howarh, Lucknow, &c., are all at 
virork, and took forward to a successful sea- 
son the coming winter. 

DPTAe Lady*a Book for Nov. is beau- 
tifully illustrated, aad should be in the hands 
of every lady who can afford three dollars a 
year lor a first class Magazine, especially de- 
voted to the improvemeut and edification of 
her sex. The frontispiece is a charming en- 
graving, entitled " He«ivenly Consolation,*' 
and tbis ia followed by one of the taking 
" Fashion Plates," for which Godey has be- 
come famous. There are some thirty other 
embellishments and iliustratioqs, all in keep- 
ing with the high literary character of the 
work. L. A. Godcy, Philadelphia, is the 
publisher, and the ulanted Mrs. Sarah J. 
Hale the lady-editor. 

A Mason must be a " peaceable subject to 
the civil powers, wherever be resides or 
works." 

He must never be concerned in plots and 
conspiracies against the peace and welfare of 
the nation. 

He must be cautious in his words and car- 
riage. 

He must consult his health by not continu- 
ing too long from home after Lodge hours. 

He must relieve a Brother, if he can, when 
he is in want. 

He is to avoid all wrangling and quarrel- 
ing all back- biting and slander. 
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THE POCKET TRE3TLE-B0ARD, 

AND 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



Grand Loa^e of AJassaehusetia. 




At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work, 
and maintaining uni/onniiy uf Practice in the Lodges, the undersi<rned has pre- 
pared a Pocket Edition of the Tklsti.e- Board, particularly adapted to aid in 
the acquireiitent of a correct knowledge of the Ritual, and submits it as a Text^ 
BOOS, in all respects in strict conformity with the Lectures of ancient Craft 
Mtieunry, as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year 
1805; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and mahin:; a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digest of the La"S of the Lodge^ which, it is believed, will be 
found to be of great practical value, nut only to the officers, but to the individual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased. 

The wdfk is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) form ; and in. cambric, 
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sixty cents a single copy, 
or six dollars ($6.00) a d«)zen ; — fur those bound in cambric, fifty-cetUs a single 
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen. 

U is believed that at tlie above prices, and in view of the amount of matter 
gi^exiy and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
the most- reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offernd to the Fraternity. 

Orders fur the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark, Austin & 
Smith, New York — J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia— J C. 
Morgan &. Son, New Orleans — W. B, Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of 
the l<tr;:e book-houses in the principal cities, <-it can also be sent by mail ot a 
postage of ^ cents a copy. 

CAHRLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary, 

Boston, March 25, 186 L Fieemasons^ //a//, Boston. 

recommendations. 
"Thb Pocket Trbstlr- Board," hy R. W. Hrother Charles W. Moor^, Grand Seclre- 
tary, will, iii the opinion ol the nndersigned, entirely meet the object which led to its com- 
pihiDon, in lurnishiag to the Praierniiy, in a coin|>act ami convenient form, ihe means of 
at-qiiirin^ H'uI imparting a eorreel knowledge ol ihe Ritual, as »»nclioned \>y the Grand 
LfKi<te uf M.i»»fcBchu*ett8. The IJioEdT op Masonic Law we regard as an aiUliiinn of great 
value. We ihereiore cordinlly recommend the work to the favor of the Brelbreu (both 
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Inst itui ion. 

R. F. NooRSB > Grand Lecturns of ihe 

1 P. SsAVSY, 5 " ' 

Boston, Feb, 20, 1861. 



Boston, Feb 21, 1861. 
A Digest of Masonic Law, by Brother Chablbs W. Moobb, needs uo other recom- 
mend lion ihao his own name. 

If .iiwever, the otiicial positions held by the underRisned are considerod as attaching any 

a«i« !' un»l value to their opinions, or additionul iinporiaiire to their indorfrement of the work, 

th« <^ most cordially give it the benefii of both, and recommend it lo nil the Kraierniiy. espe- 

'^1 ly to Ihe Masons of this jurisdiciioo, as emphaiicully a correct, u>eful, and valuabU 

. <aai. 

WiNPLow Lewis, P. G. M. 
John T. H BARD, P. G M. 
Wm. D. Coolidge, Graiid Master » 

I tak(» gr«*at pleasure in recommending the above little work to all the Lodges and Brethren 
m this jorisdiciion^ as admirably calculated to promote ao accurate knowledge of ihe Kitdal. 

['1 urn over. 



^- 
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As a reliable teit-book of Masonic («aw, it should be in the hands of ev(>ry initiate, and 
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous of perfectins; himself in Masonic culture. 

Wm. D. Coolidob, O. Master 
Botton, March 19, 1861. of O. L. of Mauathtuetu, 

Boston, March 26th, 1861. 
My Dear SIr,— I was this morninit fayored with the gifl of a neatly btiund copy of yuor 
*< Tresilp-Bnard and Dii?p»t," for which please accept my acknowledgements. 

It is even a halter and more useful w trk than I supposed it to be when L gare it the " in- 
dorsemenl" which is printed under the head of ** r(*C(immp»dations " The "Uifjest" will he 
very useiul to Masiern of Li>dt(eB, and, in fact, lo all who desire to know the exact Masoaic 
law or qu«slioos of frequent occurrence in ilie (^nyernment of Lodges. 

Very traternally yours, 
To Charles W. MoobB| Esq. John T. Hbabd. 

[From R. W. Bro. If m. T, Bain, Grand Secretary of N, C] 
*' I received a few days since your Tresile-B^ard and Digest, for which you will accept ol 
my warmest thanks. It is certainly a valuHitle compilaiitin of Masonic Law. and it should 
be purchaj^etl by every Mason who may feel disposed to become acquainted with the Work 
and Lectures of Ancient Craft Mavonry. 1 wish you much success in the sale of your 
Taluable little Manual.'' 

[From the Boston Post ] 
Moore's Pocket Tbbstli Boabd and Digest —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical 
Digest of the Laws ol Ancient Masonry, written and published by Charres W. Mnore, O. 
Lodge.of Massachusetts. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this litile 
yolunie. which certainly dey*<Tefr the title of muftum inparvo. aa well as any book we have 
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost 
minute compactness of the form renders it a convenient pocket compauinn. A full and clear 
index -that most useful adjunct of all hooksi— is prefixed to the Laws and the volume clu«-es 
with a complete list ol all the Lodges umier the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

[From the Saturday Eventnfr Gazette, Boston.] 

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of a nest litile Masonic work, prepared 

byC. W. Moore, Grand Secrets ry of the Massbchuseiis Grand Lodge It may lie carried 

in the pocket, but it contains a great deal of information useful lo tho»e progressing in the 

degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity. 

[From the Bunker Hitl Aurora, CharJestotm.] 

Masohic Matsual. — C. W. Moore. Esq, h.ts just published a new Masonic Manual of 
miniature size, intended for individual use, and cnnventent to be carried in the pocket It is 
what Masons call a " Trestle- Bimrd," and includes an otithne of "Masonic work," in the 
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It ia otherwiie called the ** Ritual,'' and contains, 
in abridgement, all that is ever writtrn nr printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge 
room, or on public occasions. Added to this is a full and comprt- bensive Digest of .MaMinic 
Law— a new and very important portion of the work, which has been prepared with great 
carefulness by the accomplished auihor. 

With this brief statement o( the characteristics^of the volume, to the fraternity, no further 
word of remark is necessary. It is mure complete and perfect and comprehensive, in design 
and execution, than any similar work ever published, and will have a beneficial influence 
upon the institution for all the future of its existence, principally because it will promote 
emcieney and uniformity in the work, and furnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite 
code of laws for their government. 

. The vnlunne comprises eighty pages in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe- 
cuted and bitfdsnmely bound and is a gem of a book externally ns well as in resjiect to its 
contents. It is the condensation of knowledge and experieno' in Masonic afiairs- and has 
cost the anthor much more labor than the size of the volume would indicato. If there was 
ever a manual or volume to which the motto '*niuUum ittparvo** could b« truthfully applied, 
it is to this little book, and we are of opinion, for reasons already indicated, that the fra- 
ternity of this country are under great onligaiions to their learned Brother for offerinS to 
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valuable memorial of his intelligence and taste. 

" BENT & BUSH, 

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS 
Corner or Court and lYashington streets. 
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L E T T K R S . 
• List of Letters from Spl. 30 to Nov 30. 

RuRiSESS.— G Whillemore, Norih sJomervillH— W W A ii^liii, Richmond. Tn^.^Trancis 
Proclor. (iioucesier—K W Eiles, New Vcirk—J J Slevens, Gorham, .Me— S 5'ieveii«, Kih>x- 
ville, Ill-I' M L'amhndsje— D W I'all, Blackshms, Ms- J M Porier, Jr, Kamoii Pemi- VV 
H AU'xnmler, CaiHon, O— C W James, Ciiiciiinaii— A bi Ames. Mtiinea|)oliK, .Vlis- S A 
Avery, P«»rism<iulh, N H 2--W A VVeniz. Balliiiiore—J h Hn>traufi. Coiisiaiiiinif, ftlich — D 
VV r.iil. Ulacksioiie— J II Medairy, Balumore— P .VI .Nc»nh Wondsinck, Me->G H ISiroii^, 
Wiliiiiiiaioa III— G W Steinhreiiner, N V— K ^SfjlTarie, Purismouth, R 1— b Goodier, Sfiuiii- 
briU^t') Ms— J A Hassins^er, Honuiulu. 

RBMnTANces.— S B Hincklev, Fall Kiver— J Harpur, Sandwich, Ms— A H Willarri, Jr. 
Cache Crt-ek, Cui- A J Noyes, PiiisiHeld, 111— F Knnwle!*, Coriiina. .Me— J S Prindl«-, Wesi- 
vilie, <'i»ii — R Gowan, Frt'di^riclon, N B-K A tllmi, UeUoii. Mich— J N U\aii, Belleville, 
III-VV VV Ausiiii, Richmond, InJ 2— J M Porier, Jr. Eusion, Pa— L B Koihthild, r^alein, 
III— VV H Alexander, CHiiiun, D. 

Notice is herehy eiven, that the Annual Commnnication of the M. W Grand Luilge of 
Max4>acliUs(<;Ui« will Ix* held at Krkaiasons' HaLL comer ul 'rrcinoiii and Huyl.<^tou &rirffl9, 
Bu>loii, on WEDNESDAY, the lOlli day ot Dec, ciiniul, at Iwu oVIuck, I'. M , fur ilic 
KleciioQ of Otlicers and the irunaacliun cl tfuch other buaiueas as chull regularly come be- 
fore it. 

Also, on SATURDAY, the 27ih, nt 9 o'clock in the morning, fi>r the ExemplTicaiion o( 
the Work and Lectuiea ; and on the evening ol the snine day, ut G o'clock, fur the iu^tHIIa- 
tion of the Otiicerv. 

The Olficera and Members of the Grand Lodge, MnMers, Wardens and Proxie:> of Lodges, 
and all others concerned, will take due notice thei-eol and govern iliem>elve9 accordingly. 

Boston. Dec. 1, 1862. CHA RLES W. iMOORE, tfrgnt/ d ccrtary. 

(IRtanli CQiiptrr of jna0racl)U0rtt0« 

Notice is hereby given, that a Stated Coniitiunicntion of the M. E. G. R. A. 
Chapter of MassacliiiseUfl, will be held at Freemasons' Hail, corner of Tremont and 
Boylston streets. Boston, on Tuesday, tiiM 9ih day Dec, in>it., at 7ociu«.k, P. M., 
for the transaction (»f such buainesa as shall regularly co:ne beforo il 

[C^The Grand Chapter will be opened on the same day« at 9 o^clock in the 
morning, for the Excmplilicaiion of the Work and Lectures of the several Degrees. 

Utficers and .Members uf the Grind Chapter, Represeniuiives and Proxies of Cbap« 
ers, and ail others interested, will take due notice and goTern themaelvef accoid- 
ingly. Per order O. II. P. 

Bostun, Dec. 1, 1862. THOMAS WATERMAN, G. Sec'y. 
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Vol. XXII. DECEMBER 1, 1869. No. d. 

CHARITY. — CHRISTMAS. 

Before the appearance of our next number the good old Festival of 
Christmas will have come and gone. Looking forward to that holy and 
festive season, we have been led to think that a few words on the virtue, 
which of all others is the most rightly and naturally associated with 
** rnerrie Christmas,** and which moreover is the leading and pervading 
principle of Masonry, might not be inappropriate to-day. To how few, 
even of the well<informed, does this word '* Charity," convey its full and 
proper meaning. Most persons, on hearing or seeing the expression, not 
pausing to reflect, associate it at once with ideas of pecuniary relief given 
to the mendicant, or subscriptions handed in to the Church ufTertory, or to 
some *' charitable *' fund. These indeed are parts, and very good and 
necessary parts, of the fruits of Charity, but yet how small and insignifi- 
cant are they when compared with the full. Christian meaning of the word I 
¥^heD the authorized Version of the Bible appeared, *' Charity ** was the 
correct and familiar representative of the Greek word, in translating which 
it was used, but in this, as in many other instances, lime and circumstance 
have wrought a change in the usage of the term. 

These changes in the usage of words, let us say in passing, would form 
a very interesting, as well as instructive subject of study. Many words. 
It will be found, have risen from a lower to a higher, from a more gross 
and material to a purer and more spiritual meaning, while others again 
have experienced just the opposite fate, having sunk from the elevation of 
a good and innocent meaning to the 'degradation of a bad or base one. 
As a familiar instance of deterioration of language, we may cite the word 
Kiuiee, which originally was precisely the same as the German Knadi is 

6 
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34 CBRISTllAS,--OHARITr. 

to-day, mgoifyiiig boy. Theoi like the Latin fwer and French gorpon, it 
waa applied to a tervwnl-hoy^ a lackey ; and when this class of domesiics 
came to be notorious, pretty early in the seventeenth century, for cunning, 
craft, and dishonesty, the word settled down into that low and unfavorable 
meaning, which we now associate with the tiile ** Knave.*' Another fa- 
miliar instance of a like deterioration appears in the word oi22atti, which 
originally, derived as it was from the Latin vUla^ a country-house, meant 
a rustic or farm-servant There is some dispute as to the exact way in 
which this word came to be degraded to so evil a meaning, but we believe 
it originated in the feudal pride of the Norman conquerors of England, 
who thus expressed their contempt for the Saxon peasants of the conquer- 
ed land. 

The opposite process of elevation from a lower to a higher and purer 
nseaning has also, as we have said, been by no means inactive or inopera- 
tive in our language, but has advanced simultaneously with the progress 
of Christianity. As this diffusion of the Christian Failii has raised men 
from a lower and more earthly morality to a higher and heavenly good- 
ness, so has the corresponding change in language exalted and purified a 
large number of words, causing those, which once expressed only an 
earthly good, to indicate a heavenly blessing. As examples of what we 
mean, we may adduce the word Atimi/t/y, or rather the Greek word in the 
original, which it was used to translate. That word conveyed to the mind 
of the Greek the idea of '* abject meanness of spirit;'* but He who, by bis 
great and holy example, stamped the impress of honor upon the Christian 
grace of ^' Humility,** at the same time raised the term which expressed 
it, from its low position to one of elevated dignity. The word '* Angel,** 
now always associated with thoughts of holiness and Heaven, originally 
meant simply a '* messenger.** '^ Paradise ** was a word to be found, 
with some slight variation of form, in most^ of the Eastern or Semitic 
Languages, but was used to designate a '^ royal park ** or *^ garden of 
delights,** till, for the Hebrew, it was exalted in the ancient Scriptures to 
signify the wondrous abode of our first parents; and, for the Christian, it 
was raised yet higher, when the Blessed Saviour used it to express the 
blissful abode of faithful departed souls, in the menoorable words ^' Verily 
I say unto thee, this day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." Of a like 
character was the change that took place in the meaning of the word Re« 
generation, a term quite familiar to the ancient Greeks, but used by them 
in a far lower and less spiritual sense, than that which it afterwards 
acquired. To the mind of the sesthjetic and cultivated Greek, the idea of 
the '^ regeneration ** of the Earth, under the restoring and revivifying influ- 
ence of the Spring, was a familiar thing : nor less- so the defining of rscol- 
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iaoiisBtJMfieniiHy with the ^kUMophen of the Pythftgomui and Platonic 
wkockytM the *' wgeneralMn " of knowledge. The Hebrew hratorian 
aJeo, in idetonhinf the return of bis countrymen from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity and re-«eltftemeot in their own land under the command of Cyrus, 
speaks of that event «8 the '* regeneration " of the Jewish State. But ft 
warn feserved for Ohristiafliity to give it a loftier and more spiritual mean' 
ing, utleriy troknown to Jew or i6entile,<heek or Barbarian, and to desig- 
nate by it a great aad saysterious Messing of tbe Ciiristian Faith. 

To Keturn from thdB digression, — wluch however weehall not regret hav- 
ing made, if it ahouhi tend to draw attentbn to this very instructive study 
of words, — Agapk^ the Qreek word for ^ Charity,*' meant, not the mere 
giving of alms, but '* love," "good will to man," " brotherly affection." 
The term was familiarly and constantly used to express that close and 
endearing bond of affection, which united near relatives, as mother and 
child, brother and sisteri together. What a flood of light docs this fact 
throw upon the significance of the word, especially when combined with 
the expressive comment of the Apostle in those beautiful words, " though I 
bestow ail my goods to feed tbe poor^and though i give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it proiiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth 
long and is kind ; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up; doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. Charity never faileth : but whether there be prophe- 
cies, they shall fail ; whether there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether 
there be knowledge it shall vanish away. • • • And now abideth Faith, 
Hope* Charity, these three, but the greatest of these is Charity.*' Not 
ooLy the good old customs of our forefathers, handed down through suc- 
cessive generations, but also the very origin of the Festival itself, yhas 
inseparably associated the idea and practice of " Charity '' with the lime 
of Cbrisunas. And surely the anniversary of the day when Christ came, 
in tbe exercise 5f his own and his Father's divinest " Charity,*' to bring 
redemption to man — the day when the Angel of the Lord uttered those 
words of momentous power, " Fear not ; for behold ! I bring you tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people : for unto you 19 born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.'* Surely the anni- 
versary of that day of tbe Saviour's Charity — love — good-will, to fallen 
and disobedient man, may well waken up feelings of Charity in the heart 
of man towards his fellow. And with such feelings do we desire most 
earnestly to see this coming Christmas welcomed, for the time calls for 
the exercise of Charity^ in all its forms, with a voice of more than ordinary 
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inteomty aod engenieai of •upplioatioD. Looking at the physieal eonditioa 
and wants of our Brethren — not those of our own Order alone, but of the 
Brotherhood of humanity in this country and conimunity-*-th]s winter has 
already become to many a season of great trial aod sufiering. All the 
necessaries of life, and especially coal, so important a necessary in a New 
£ngland winter, are very dear, and the means of many of the humbler 
classes for procuring those necessaries, are much diminished. In this 
direction we would urge ail, who have the power, and above all oor Breth- 
ren, to whom the claims of charity appeal with a peculiar force, to do 
what they can to relieve the distress of their less fortunate fellow-citizens, 
and thus enable them to enjoy something of the happiness of a ^ Merrie 
Christmas." 

For Crakitt'i sake, to th« poor of the land 
Tour geoerouf blossiog extend,-— 

While need and affliction with suppliant hand 
Solicit your help as a friend : 

Remember the Master of these, as of ns, 
On earth was a brother in need, 

Aod all that ye give to the desolate thos, 
To Hi/n do yoa give it indeed I 

Then hasten, ye weslthy ! to bless aod be blest. 

By giving to God of His own : 
He asks you to help the diseased and distrest, 

He pleads in the pang and the moan ! 
In vain f^-^Can it be ?-*Shall the Saviour in vain 

Petition llis pensioners thus? 
O no ! with alt gladness we give Him again 

What He giveth gladly to us ! 

There are many and very important directions in which we are called 
to exercise agap^-^iove — charity, to our fellow-men. In every social 
circle, in every family, however cultivated and refined in its tastes, and 
Christian in its principles, there will at times throughout each year, arise 
some bickering, misunderstanclings, coolnesses, jealousies. It is an '^ ower 
true tale*' that the human heart is naturally inclined to selfishness, rather 
than to Charity. Too truly says the poet — 
How little and how lightly, 
We care for one another ! 
How stfldom and how slightly 

Consider each a brother ! 
For all the World is every man 

To his oum itlf alone, 
And all besides no better than 
A thing he does not own ! 

Now Christmas, with its voice of holy joyousness, calls us to amend all 
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thb— to oome ou\ fitini that dark and gloomy cavern, where sin and seU 
fiahoess, like demon-gods^ are keeping watch and ward over their prey, the 
human heart, into the bright and glorious light and freedom of Charity — 
Brotherly Love— Grood will to Man. During the year now swiftly draw- 
ing lo its dose, political . passions and rivalries havo tended not a litile 
throughout our land to increase and embitter the ^' inhumanity of man to 
man." Let the coming Christmas, the Birthday Festival of the Prince of 
Peace, bring peace to our political as well as our social circles. Let us 
continue more firmly and fondly than ever to love and cherish our com* 
mon country, and defend her Constitution, but let us cease from this time 
forth to hate one another, because we cannot agree upon exactly the same 
path to the equally desired end. The loftiest and truest patriotism is ever 
associated with the broadest and most expansive generosity, and the most 
complete abnegation of self and selfish narrowness of view. '* Charity," 
says the Apostle, ^^ is not easily provoked, thinketh tio evil^ There is a 
deep and powerful lesson in these words, warning us not to be too ready 
to place an evil confttruction on our brother^s words or acts, but rather 
generously and charitably to give him credit for good intentions, so long 
as there is no absolute proof to the contrary. 

America, lately so peaceful, prosperous and happy, stands in direful 
need — torn and distracted as she is to-day by civil war, party strife and 
poliiical division — of the healing balm of that moat Christian of ail Chris- 
tian Graces, which, no less than Mercy, 

'* Droppethy as the gentle rain from Heaven, 
Upon the place beneath— which Ms twice blessed/ 
Which blesseth him that gives and him that takes.** 

May He, the Great and Mighty Ruler of the Nations and the Universe, 
look down with a pitying eye upon our beloved country in this her hour of 
ddDger and sufiering* and may He send forth his angel Charity^ to restore 
peace and brotherly love lo our borders, and so may Christmas dawn upon 
us, as it first dawned on the Eastern Shepherds keeping watch by night 
over their flocks, bright and joyous with the heavenly light of '^ Peace on. 
Earth, good will to Men'' ! * 



FRENCH LODGE OFFICIALS. 

Is there any peculiarity with respect to the oflicers in French Lodges ? — A 
TRAYCLLsa. [Yes : both Wardens are placed in the West, according to the old 
English custom. There are no Deacons, bnt in place of them two Madlers of 
Ctf reoionies who wear a scarf around the left arm. One year most elapse between 
each degree being taken, unless special permission is received from the Su* 
prsnia Coonoil.1 
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THE MASONIC (?) COLLEGE OF JCENTUCKY. 

Ev£ftY Institution which has for iit obiect the legitiuMle proMOlkMi of 
education and sound learaing, whalcTer may be its slatus, from the Immm- 
blest primary School to the highest and most thoroughly furnished Univer* 
sity, has, and always has had, our hearty good wishes. Sound teaming 
is the best friend of nil virtue, and therefore justly and naturalij claiiiw* 
as its right, the cordial support of every true Mason. But ezacily in pro* 
portion to our respect for sound leam'mg, and for all legitimate instrumen- 
talities for its promotion, is our oontempt for, and repudiatioB of, educa* 
tional empirics, and especially of empirical insututioos, whether so innately, 
or made so by^ perversion to the advancement of the mercenary and am- 
biiious designs of their managers. Our notice has recently beeD>ttract- 
ed to an instance of the latter kind, against which we feel that we have a 
special right to protest, with even more than ordinary emphasis, becaoaa 
it is calculated to reflect upon Masonry in the eyes of the public, as well 
as to bring ridicule and contempt upon the higher edueattoaal estabiiah- 
ments of the country. Some ten year^ ago an efffrt was made by the 
Grand Lodge of Kentucky to develep and extend the Giammar SeiMx>! 
founded by the bequest of the late Brother Punk, (we 4htnk he was a M»> 
son), and named after him, so as to raise it to the rank and general use- 
fblness of a University. The attempt was a commendabVe one, and for a 
time, through the energetic exertions of the Brethren, seemed likely to 
become successful ; but eventually the hope prove illusive, and, in brief, 
the whole undertaking, to use a familiar and expressive phrase, ^' fell 
through,^* and the Institution relapsed into its normal position of a Gram- 
mar School: a very useful and honorable position, if its requirements 
were faithfully and fully performed, but by no means sufficiently elevated, 
it would seem, to satisfy the lofty aspirations of its ambttious President, 
Dr. (?) *' Bob Morris" ! This gentleman seems to have conceived -a new 
idea of a University, and of the 'Degrees which Universities alone are en- 
t'rtled to bestow. Judging from some letters and notices in the public pa- 
•pers which have recently fallen under our eye, this enterfnising conductor 
of the " Lagrange College'* of Kentucky, considers that the Degrees of 
Bachelor and Master of Arts, and Doctor of Laws, which hitherto have 
been granted only by regularly organized Universities, either as the result 
of severe exnminations, or as the reward of generally acknowledged pub- 
lic services to the cause of literature and learning, can be just as effect- 
ually, and more easily manufactured, conferred, and mailed by himself 
and his assistant, the Principal of the Grammar School ! Many instances 
have been made known to us in which the highest of these Degrees has 
been forwarded by post to gentlemen in this city and elsewhere, whose sur- 
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prise may he bettef inksgrniod than described, when on openiiftga letter, they 
have been greeted With the startling inteIHgence frotn the President — >7)oc- 
tar Morris — " /have made you an LL. D.'* ! In his prospectus this one- 
man-University-powcr styles his Degree-manufactory the " Masonic*' Col- 
lege, and on this ground alone, if there were none others, we should feel 
imperatively called upon to protest most decidedly against what is so emi- 
nently calculated to reflect disgrace upon the word *' Masonic,'* in its con- 
nectioa with respectable educational institutions elsewhere. Masonry does 
not couDtenaoee empiricism, charlatanry, or any species of false pretence. 
Truth and honesty, no less than benevolence, are the fundamental princi- 
ples of our Brotherhood, and any thing inconsistent with these priociples 
is not Masonic, but strictly anti-masonic. So far as concerns the founda- 
tion of tbia Kentucky school, by the bequest of Brother Punk, it may 
have been Masonic in its origin ; but that, as well as the other sound and 
honest elements in its constitution, has been lost, or completely submei^^ 
beneath a superstrncture of empircal pretence and impudent assumption. 
We protest against such a prostitution and abuse of the honored term 
** Masonic ;'' and in behalf of the Universities and the cause of sound 
learning and its just rewards, we also protest, no less strongly, against 
this wholesale manufacture of University Degrees, and post-office confer- 
ring of them, by a second nr third rate Grammar Schoo^ under the direc- 
tion of a person who seems not to understand either tlie usages or the pro- 
prieties of a University. 

In commenting on this subject the New York Saturday Couriedr has the % 
fdlowing : — 

^ We know that some, Iik« Br. Rohr, editor of the Triangle, (publiihed at Brook- 
Ijro, New York,) Mi oo reeeiving so unoxpected a mark of ilMtmction, aa if * straek 
by lightning,* aod declined the intended honor, while others, trom an excess of mo- 
desty have refused the distinguished po9t»fiz^ We are also aware that others, more 
wise (in their own conceit) have gratefully accepted it." 

The Courier also gives the following translation from " The Bauhiitte,^* 
the organ of Masonry in Germany, for Oct. 11, 1862. We reprint it as 
indicating the light in which this ridiculous farce is viewed by our Breth- 
ren abroad, and as showing that the whole tendency of the thing is to 
bring the Order in this country into disrepute, and to expose it to the 
charge of being the patl*on and sustainer of empiricism and humbuggery, 
in whatever shape they may be made to assume : — 

'*The Faculty of the Masonic University of Kentucky," so states the F^eema- 
aons^ (London,) Mngasine, on the 5th of Aug. last " conferred the honorary degree 
of A. M. on Bro. Murray Lyon, of Scotland. The letter of the President, of this 
University, who is no one else but the well known Rob Morris, is also published in 
the Freemasons* &fagarine, and states, that the above mentioned institotion has^x- 
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iit«d lilies 1844. Ae if well known, Bro. Morrii »!«> grtiiU ptteBto ftr Ftwi^U 

Mammry, and for a new Order of the Strict Obeervance. Our Brothers in England 
and Scotland, are in ecitaeiet over this Humbug," 



VISION OF JOSEPH HOA6. 

We print below a brief account of what must appear, even to tlie most 
matter of fact, or skeptical mind, a very curious and remarkable foresight 
of the future. Similar visions — beheld after the events foreshadowed or 
foreseen have taken place — are, we know, all too frequent in this spiritual 
age. But this of Joseph Hoag, whatever else may be thought of it, comes 
under no such suspicion. We have been at some pains to inquire both 
into the character of the man, and the time and circumstances under 
which publicity was first given to this vision. As regards the first, there 
is no doubt that he was a man of upright character, of much intelligence, 
and not generally prone to indulgence in flights of imagination or dreamy 
enthusiasm. And, as to the second and perhaps more material point, 
there appears to be trustworthy evidence that the '* Vision ^* was made 
known by him to an extensive circle of friends and acquaintance very 
soon after the tirhe named by him as the period of its occurrence. Now 
we are not about to enter upon any lengthened or abstruse discussion of 
the theory of such moral phenomena, however naturally it may be suggest- 
ed by such a subject as this. We prefer presenting the facts as they 
stand, and leaving each reader to examine and elucidate them as he best 
can. Putting aside prophecy proper, as recorded in the Scriptures, iew 
persons, who have studied history carefully and impartially, will, we think, 
be inclined to doubt or deny, that there have been many occasions, ancient 
and modern, in which, even in heathen nations, such glances into the 
Future have been permitted to individuals. These may doubtless, in many 
instances, be accounted for from the peculiar idiosyncrasy of the seer^s 
mind, in which will generally have been found to have existed a strong 
vein of imagination, united — stmnge as that union may seem — with a 
more than ordinary power of deducing consequences from causes. 

At the time when Hoag had this Vision there were no symptoms, visible 
to an ordinary eye, of any of those changes and divisions which were 
therein foreshadowed or predi 'ted. There may however have been 
'^strajvs upon the stream*' sufficient to give some dim and vague intima- 
tions of them to a mind peculiarly Constituted, or perhaps at the time in 
an excited or abnormal condition. Not only we.-*e there no signs of the 
approach of the great and terrible political convulsion and separation, 
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which is now spreading misery, bbodshed and death throughout our late 
happy and peaceful land, — nothing to indicate the memorable and bitter 
excitement about the '' Lodges of the Freemasons," which in 1626, '^ broke 
out in appearance like a volcano/' and *^ set the country in an uproar for 
a time," — ^but, so far as we remember, the churches were at peace, nor did 
there appear, on the surface at least, and to the ordinary observer, any 
reason to anticipate that division of the Methodist, the Baptist, the Presby- 
terian, or, lastly, the Episcopalian churches, which has taken place within 
the last few years-— one indeed only within the last few months — some of 
which doubtless tended very greatly to hasten on the political division 
which culminated in the cannon's roar at Fort Sumter, and others to em- 
bitter the contest thus begun. 

In this connection* we would incidentally observe, that any one who ' 
will take the trouble to mark the dates of these religious disruptions, and 
the number of members belonging to each denomination in the South at 
the time, will be better able to estimate their important bearing upon the 
Secession movement. Here again we simply refer to facts, without enter- ' 
ing into religious or political discussions, which would be quite foreign to 
the character of this Magazine. Two of the religious bodies we have 
Darned had, and have, a very large number of members, and of eloquent 
and able ministers in the South : and when these determined* after mature 
thought and protracted deliberation, to sever their connection with the 
sister churchee of the North— as they did some years before the breakhsg 
out of the Rebellion — it requires but little knowledge of human nature, or 
of the mighty influence which religious enthusiasm exercises over the 
hearts and passions of men, to understand how powerful an impulse such 
a division would give to the onward and downward course of Secession 
sentiment in the South. We have not seen in any of the articles or works 
that have appeared' in reference to the Rebellion, more than a mere pass- 
ing notice given to this subject ; and yet it is, we believe, an exceedingly 
important one : nor will any history of this unhappy Civil War, and its , 
causes, be at all complete which shall fail to make a careAil analysis of 
this religious element of the quarrel. 

To return to Joseph Hoag and his ^* Vision,'* it will be seen that in this 
trance, or whatever condition it may be deemed, he certainly did foresee — 
however it might be '^ as through a glass darkly,** — those divisions and 
troubles in Church and State, with the realities of which our own time has 
become so sadly familiar. The subject is at least a strange and striking 
one ; and, though our limits prevent us from analyzing the mental or 
psychological phenomena, the simple details of the facts will be sufficient 
to stimulate the minds of our readers to the examination of them :— 

6 
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TU£ VISION. 

fJowph H(Mg*s pareits were Fref-byteriBUP, who rodeavorrd lo educBte iheir children in ac- 
cordAiice with ilieir teneiiiB ; lui he t-aily liecMne o Mc n.l>f r oi tiie Belign u» Society of Fric oda, 
•ud, in procetMul lime, an acknowledged Muii»ler in which capecityhelravtlledeSLleD^ively. 
He and hi« wife (Huldiib, who was alc^ a Miniaier,) were the pareotsof'a large family, att 
of whom became MiniMers. Joseph waa born in the year 1762. and resided, in eorly hfe, in 
the wiiderne^apartufN. York, where he experienced many hardship:*: be afterwards removed 
to Vermont, and there died in 1846. Though the following vision was not much known untA 
leceoily, yet be oommunioated the same lo bis ohildrea and some of his riieods many yean 
ago. Joseph's estimable character, as well as that of bis family, ibrbid the supposition of 
doubt as to the genuineness of the vision.] 

In the year 1803, in tb« eighth or ninth month, I wtt one day tloD« io the field, 
and observed that the tun shone clear, hot a mist eclipsed its brightness. 

At r reflected upon the singularity of the event, my mind was struck into a silence 
the roost solemn I ever cemember to have witnessed ; for all my facultiet were low, 
and unusually brought into deep silence. I said to myself: " What can all this mean ? 
I do not recollect ever before to have been sensible of such feelings.'* 

And 1 beard a voice from Heaven, saying ; ** This which thoa seest it a sign of 
the present coming times. I took the forefathers of this country from a land of op- 
praaaion ; I placed them here among the People of the Forest ; I sustained tbem, 
and while they were bomble I blessed them and fed them, and they became a numer- 
ous people. But they have now become proud, and have forgotten me, who nour* 
isbed them and protected them in the wilderness, and are running into every abom- 
ination and evil practice of which the old countries are guilty, and have taicen quie- 
tude from the land and suffered a dividing spirit to come among them^Uft up thine 
eyes and behold." And I saw them dividing in great heat. The division began in 
the churches on points of doctrine : it commenced in tne Presbyterian society and 
went through the various religious denominations, and in its progress and close 
its effects were the same. Those who dissented went off with high heads and taunt- 
ing language, and those who kept to their original sentiments appeared exercised 
and sorrowful. And when the dividing spirit entered the Society of Friends, iC 
raged in as high degree as in any I had noticed or before discovered ; and, as before, 
those who separated went off with lofty looks and taunting, eeasuring language. 
Thoae^who^kept their ancient principles retired by themselves. It next appeared 
in the Lodges of the Freemasons : it broke out in appearance like a volcano, inaa* 
much as it set the country in an uproar for a time. 

Then it entered politics thoughout the United States, and did not atop until it pro- 
duced a civil war. An abundance of blood was shed in the course of the combat ; 
the Southern States lost their power, and slavery was annihilated from their bor- 
ders. Then a monarchical power sprang up, took the government of the Statea, 
established a National religion, and made all societies tributary to support its expen- 
ses : I saw tbem take property from Friends.* I was amazed at beholding all this ; 
and I heard a voice proclaiming : ** This power shall not always stand ; but with 
it I will chastise my Church, until they return to the faithfulness of their forefathers. 
Thou seest what is coming upon thy native country, for their iniquities and the 
blood of Africa : the remembrance of which has come up before me." 

This vision is yet for many days. I bad no idea of writing it for many years, — 
until it became such a burden that, for my own relief, 1 have written it. 

•These predictions are improbable enough, to say the least of tbem. 
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS AND THE 
•'CONSERVATORS." 

Trb Grand Lod^e of Illinois held its last Annaal Commanication at Sprinj3f- 
field, on the 7th*October last. The attendance was unusually lar^e, there being 
preheat, be:»ides the Grand Officers, and Permment Members, (43,) 233 Masters, 
4'i Senior Wardens, 21 Junior Wardens, and 58 Proxies. Seven Past Grand 
Masters were present. '* Members of the Legislature, farmers, sherifis, and 
clerks, doctors, lawyers, preachers, surgeons, coaaty judges, post-masters, school- 
men, and men of note in every quarter of the State, mingled in the vast throng," 
says our Brother Reynolds, the Grand Secretary, in bis excellent little '*TrotfeI," 
to which paper we are indebted for the following brief summary of the proceed- 
ings:— 

From the Address of the Grand Master it appears that Dispensations have been 
grained during the past year for new Lodges at Galesburg, Ash Grove, Cham- 
bersburg, Shabbona, Secor, wight, Aroma, and Belleville ; the two latter hold 
over; the others, together with Middleton Lodge, received Charters. 

Military Dispensations were granted as follows: — 

In the9lh regt., to Dick Oglesby Lodge, W. D. Craisr, Master. 

In the 6th Cavalry rest., to Gov. Yates Lodge, Maj. John N. Ni^las, Master. 

In the 2d Artillery re|t., to Halleck Lodge, Lt. E. H. Smith, Master. 

In the 40th regt, to Egyptian Lodge, Capt. A. F. Taylor, Master. 

Id the 60lh regt., to Douglas Lodge, Col. S. C. Toler, Master. 

The Dispensations will remain in force during the war. 

The Report on Masonic Corresponderkce is from the ready and polished pen of 
Past Grand Master Hibberd. We shall publish extracts from it hereafler. B re- 
pudiaUg the coune taken by the Chief Coneervaior^ and wa$ unanimously adopted, 

Br. Sylvester Stevens, from the Committee on Chartered Lodges,. presented 
the most complete and carefully arranged tabular statement ever presented to the 
Grand Lodge. It embraced the Returns of 313 Lodges, so arranged as to show 
the amount of dues paid, the condition of the membership, the gain and loss, and 
the state of the work. The Report embraces in round numbers 12,800 members. 
Seven Lodges since returned, show a membership of 230, and fifteen Lodges not 
returned have at least three hundred more. The Lodges U D. have 122 mem* 
bers, making a sum total of 13,442, and an increase of 307 members. 

The Report on Chartered Lodges also shows nearly 1,200 initiations, and that 
of the Committee on Lodges U. D., 65. The other 22 Lodges will probably 
make the number equal to 1,300, being a small increase over the initiations of 
last year. 

A scries of resolotions were then introduced by Past Grand Master Buck, in 
relation to Conservatism, Keys, Work, and the duty of the Grand Loilge in rela- 
tion thereto.* 

The resolutions were seconded by our first Past Grand Master Jonas, in a 
speech of great length, power, humor and argument, carrying conviction to every 

■ 

*TbB Moras Conasivatois. 
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unbipqp^. mipd. The ve(6f«D Gfand Master pf KoD^iclcy ,and IlUpo^fl, ^tAl»d# as 
in by-gone days, the firet amoD^ bis equals. 

He was followed by Dr. Cook, of Chicago, in opposition to the resolutions and 
in defence of the Conservators. 

Bro. Hay, of Carmi, revealed the doings of the Chief Conservator, and con- 
firmed all that had been stated in the Trowel. 

He was followed by Bro. H. P. H. Bromwell, in a candid and eloquent speech, 
appealing to the Conservators, in which he brought them direct to the bar of con- 
science. It was a powerful argument and a splendid appeal. 

Dr. Foster, of Loda, made a strong, clear speech, showing how unequal and on- 
fair the whole thing was, which met a hearty response from the Brethren. 

The^iConservators were present in force. They had the advantage of official 
position, and the committees were framed to favor them. But to meet this, there 
was present an array of Past Grand and Dep. G. Masters, of talent, scholarship, 
and Masonic fidelity, never before equalled in Illinois. 

Bro. Luckey presented a paper signed by several members of the Conservator's 
association, withdrawing from the same, which was placed in the hands of the 6. 
Master for the purpose of receiving the signatures of such as were not present, to 
be published with the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

Past G. M. Buck then withdrew his resolution, and offered the following, which 
was unanimously adopted : — 

Rewlved, That the Grand Lodge has never directly or indirectly authorized 
the publication of any part of the Work of Masonry, or pretended key to the 
same, and that the publication or dispensation of the work in this form, or of the 
use of cypher, meets with the condemnation of this Grand Lodge, and therefore, 
is contrary to our obligations as Masons. 

With a very few exceptions, the settlement of the questions which have dis- 
turbed the Craft in Illinois for a year past, was most heartily concurred in, and 
not a few wept tears of joy, while hand clapped hand, and every Masonic heart 
beat in unison. The storm-cloud had bnrst, the sunlight of peace shone upon 
the Grand Lodge, and Brotherly love once again prevailed. 

Now let loyalty prevail and discord cease ; adhere to the ^ood old ways of the 
founders and buildeis of our Grand Lodge, and love and live as Brethren. 
^ At the afternoon session, the following elections took place :— 

F. M. Blair, of Paris, Grand Master ; John C. Baker, D. G. M. ; J. R. Gorin, 
S. G. W. ; Jas. C. Luckey, J. G. W. ; J. R. Mack, G. Trees. ; H. G. Reynolds, 
of Springfield, G. See. ; Rev. N. E. Cobleigh, G. Chap. ; H. P. H. Bromwell, 
G. Orator ; A. R. Robinson, G. Tyler. 

We coiigiatulate our respected contemporary, Grand Secretary Reynolds, on 
the ample success of his efforts against the most extraordinary combination to 
overthrow the authority of the Grand I^odges and revolutionize the government 
and ritual of the Order in this country, to be found in the history of iMasonry. So 
f^r as his own State is concerned, his triumph is complete, and the *' Conserva- 
tors," as they have been lUapprOiTiately called, will doubtless return to their alle- 
giance, and be careful how they again allow themselves lo be misled by mounte- 
banks and empirics. 
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G^BAND ,LOJ)GJE OF WISCONSIN. 
Tbk above Grand Lod^ held «n Aimuftl Commanieation at Milwaokee, in 
Jane last Tbe attendance was not large, though a constitutional number of 
Lodgea were represeated. The bnainees of the seasion was opened by the Grand 
Maater, in a praetical and well prepared Addreea, presenting an interesting sum- 
mary of hia'officaal acta doiiog the paat year, from which we extract the follow- 
ing itama:^ 

SUSPENSION or A LODOB. 

Thia waa for an abuse of its privileges and a misapplication df its funds, con- 
neotad wHb a manifest determination to break op the Lodge, without complying 
with the requirementa of the Grand Lodge. The Grand Master says— 

Believing that the conduot of these Biethcen was so grossly unmasonid, that I 
had, as Grind Master, no other courao to purane, I proceeded, after plainly sta- 
tiug to them my .unqualified disapprobation of their conduct, to arrest the Charter 
of said Lodge, and suspended the W. M., Wardens, and all the members of tbe 
Lodge, until the matter could be duly considered and proper action taken in the 
premiaeay^by thia Grand Lodge. 

niSPCNSATIONS. 

I have received numerous applications from diflferent Lodges, during the past 
year, for Dispensations to enable them forthwith to ballot for, and, if elected, to 
confer the several degrees in Masonry upon those of our patriotic fellow-citiaens 
who^had enrolled themselves in ^e army of our country. However ungracious 
the refnsal may seem, I have been oompelled, from a sense of duty, to refuse all 
sucb applications. 

The' (act that such applicants had neglected to make their applications until 
they were about to be placed in positions of unusual danger, did not furnish con* 
elusive evidence to^my mind; that they were uninflaenced by unworthy motives 
in offering themselves as candidates for Masonry. 

The applicants^ having neglected to take the proper Pteps to become Masons 
prior to their enlistment, are alone chargeable with such neglect, and have no 
right to complain because tbe necessary safe-guards which we have deemed pro- 
per to throw aronnd our Institution, were not set aside for their benefit. 

It is true, that there may be isolated cases, in which this ri^id rule might be 
relaxed ; but at this time, to favor some and reject others,^ would be considered 
at least invidious. 

Wben^the first degree has'.been'oonferred upon a candidate, I have not hesita- 
ted to grant a Dispensation, authorizing the Lodge to ballot for the advancement 
of the Brother at special meetings of tbe Lodge, and if a favorable ballot should 
result, to forthwith confer the sncceeding degree, provided the Brother is able 
creditably to comply with;8ec. 24 of Art. 18 of the Constitution, but not other- 
wise. 

P^ The following are my reasons for insisting upon a strict compliance with the 
Constitnlion to which I refer. 

When a person applies for admission into our Order, he does so with the ex- 
pectation of reoeivingjall the^righta and benefits appertaining thereto ; and in 
case be is admitted, is jostly entitled to tbe same. 
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But uidem be becomeB thoroughly oonTemnt with the lectures of the sererai 
degrees, he would be unable to make himself known aa a Mason, and ooMe- 
q i<f tly, would be deprived of those very benefits which he sought to secure. 
The Lodge, in oonsenting to confer the degrees upon him, enters upon an en- 
gagement to afford him this information, and for so doing, receives the Constita* 
tionai fse, and unless the necessary instruction is imparted, the Lodge has failed 
to do its duty, and the candidate is deprived of that to which he is justly enti- 
tled. 

The proceedings of the Body were wholly of a local nature, and indieate a 
good degree of prosperity in the Lodges under the jurisdiction, numbering about 
one hundred and twenty. 



GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

Thb following official notice was intended to have been issued some months 
since, but was entrusted for publication to a ** paroled prisoner, an officer captured 
at James' Island, S. C, and also a Brother. Instead however of forwarding it im- 
mediately to its address on his arrival North, the person to whom it was entrusted 
carried it with him to Illino s, where he belonged, and only a few days since for- 
warded it to its destination. The proclamation is as follows, and the 6. G. H. 
Priest requests the Masonic Press should publish it. 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Ojice of the General Grand lEgh PrUH, \ 

Charleston, S, C, lOth August, 1862. S 
Whereas, in conseqaence of the condition of the country, it is in my opinion im- 
possible that the Triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter, which was ap- 
pointed to have been holden oo the 10th Sept. 1862, at the city of Memphis, *can be 
hofden at that time and place ; therefore by virtue of the powers in me vested by 
the first section of the first paragraph of the General Grand Constitution, I do here- 
by ' change the said time of Meeting to some subsequent time,* of which auSseqasnt 
time dae notice shall be given to the officers and members. 

ALBERT G. MACKEY, 

Gf. Grand IRsh PriedP 



A CHINESE VISITOR. 
Freemasonet is an expansive institution. At the meeting of the Grand Lodge 
in Trenton, a travelling card was handed in inscribed with the name of the visit" 
ing Brother. The officers scanned it up and down, down and up, crosswise and 
obliquely, but no intelligible revelation would it make of the patronymic of its 
bearer. The surmise was that a chicken had stepped into an ink pot and tracked 
the p'lper* It happened that a Brother who was !• arned in Oriental Caiigraphy, 
d(9tected *' celestial marks" upon it, and it turned out that a John Chinaman was 
at the door desiring to work his way in. This he readily efifected, and exempli- 
fied the comprehensivenesi of the fraternal embrace of the Order, greatly to the 
satisfaction of the members ^Jersey CUy SenHnel. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ftOMA — AMOR. THE &EBSLIiIOK. 47 

ROMA — AMOR. 
Thb following exquisite piece of mental imagery is from the pen of a Ger- 
man Brother Seydei, and conveys a world of reflection to the Freemasons of the 
preseol day. In the earlier and pnrer days of the church of Rome, the society 
of Freemasons, not only as builders, but worshippers of the true God, received 
the protection and encouraj^ement of the Romanist Christians ; and to their skill 
and knowledge of architecture, and the arts, are to be credited most of the proud- 
est structures which now adorn Europe. But while Masonry maintained its purity 
and faltered not in the faith of iU founders, the church of Rome became corrupt, 
and fearing the influences of the pure and liberal teachings of the former, became 
its most powerful opponent, and even went so far {is to inflict the tortures of the 
Inqaisition on those of the Fraternity who continued to practice their rites and 
cereroonies^occasionally endeavoring to prevent the spread of Masonic principles 
by issuing Bulls of excommunication against such members of the Romish church 
as shonld enter our Lodges, and there behold the true light o( revealed religion. 
Masonry, however, has not been crushed, while Rome is tottering. Hear our 
German Brother :^^ In centuries long past, a mighty nation essayed to unite the 
world under its single and powerful sway, and Roma, the mistress of the world, 
sat triumphant on the Seven hills of her Eternal City. Again, at a later period, the 
nations of Europe, poured forth their countless thousands to redeem the sacred 
shrine from Paynim hands, and again it was the proud name of Roma which 
assisted them in their efforts. All these have passed away : but now in the nine- 
teenth century, behold again a mighty army united in labor and love; joyously 
aod confldingly bearing aloft the same old banner of Unity, but now by favoring- 
gales reversed, so that the whole world may read and understand that the name 
of that which now unites us, is AMora ; that to it, the Master of gods and men, do 
we look for guidance on our way to the conquest of that holy sepulchre from 
which that better part of man which roust survive the grave, shall be raised to 
new and eternal life, and enter into his banquetiog-house whose banner over us 
isLove.'-^A*. F. Courier. 



THE REBELLION. 
While we have been peaceably pursuing our labor in our respective Lodges, 
many of our Brethren during the last eight months have left their homes to en- 
gage in the bloody conflict of sustaining the Union and our National Flag against 
tile deadly enemies of our country. They have been exposed to the hardships 
and trials of a camp life, and have met the enemy face to face. Notwithstand- 
ing, our armies and fleets have poured showers of iron hail into the ranks of our 
enemies and into their forts, and although God was pleased to give us victory 
o?er them — for whoever sides with Grod, is sure to be victorious— yet it becomes 
ns to ofler fervent prayer to the King of Kings, the God of armies, that wars may 
cease, peace be restored, and we become again a happy nation, *^ that people 
whose God 18 the Lord."— wld tf G. M. of VI. 
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THE MA'SONIC TROWEL. 

Wi artf f ntified to Uara tktt this ezceibat Mawnic periodical, pnbUsbed at 
Springfioid, lU.^ by R W. Brother H. G. Reynolds, Grand SecreUry, is meMiflff 
with the sQccess and encoaragement to whieh the ability and zeal of its estimable 
e-'itor eroioently entitle it. We rejoice at this tbe more, and mainly, for tbe rea- 
soti oat the paper is entirely conservatire in its character, and well calculated to 
improve and strengthen tbe minds of the Brethren amoni; whom it may circulate, in 
their reverence for the established laws, usages and customs of Masonry, as they 
have come down to us from all time ; and on the preservation of which, free from 
innovation and alteration, the distinctive charscter and perpetuity of the Order de- 
pend. Our Brother gives the following notice in his last number : — 

Henceforth we shall edit our Judicial Department onrself. As we intend to dou- 
ble the size of our paper at the commencement of the next volume, we shall pay 
close attention to matters of law, tisage, and regulations. 

The Brethren and Lodges are invited to write us freely, and we shall answer 
them freely, considerately and carefully in these columns. 

The six most noted Masonic jurists in America, are Brothers Moore of Boston, 
English of Arkansas, Hubbard of Columbus, 0ove of Virginia, Lewis of New York, 
and Mackey of South Carolina. Three of these are Gran'l Seeretaries, and three 
are Past Grand Masters and eminent Lawyers. 

Of these, Bro. Moore of Boston, a Grand Secretary, is the safest. We have been 
active in all tbe workings of Masonry for fifteen years and think we can advise for 
the good of the Craft without the intervention of authority, even though we are but 
an humble officer. So Brethren, do as yon did^write freely, and freely will we 
answer. For our answers, none will be responsible but ourself. 



MASONIC HALL AT RIO JANEIRO. 

Tbb Masonic Temple in Rio Janeiro was formerly a Theatre, and was began 
during the visit of the Royal Family to the above city, but after their retara to 
Portugal, in 1821, the building aasocialioa was dissolved and the structure left 
unfinished. In this condition it remained until 1840, when the Grand Lodge pur- 
chased it from the proprietor, by paying the accumulated ground rent ; the cost, 
eleven thousand milreis, was advanced by two wealthy members of the craft, 
while the superintendence of the undertaking was entrusted to Bro. John Cle. 
mento Pereira, who founded a society under the name of the ^ Glory of Che La* 
vradio," and among which he distributed shares of fifty milrsis each. These 
shares could only be owned by members of the Grand Orient, or their inferior 
Lodges, and in the case of the death of a shareholder, the heirs or creditors re* 
ceived an equivalent for their portion. With this fund the debt was paid, the 
building finished and properly arranged. 

The building contains four halls for the Scottish and two for the French Rite, 
also one for a Master's Lodge, a Banquet Hall, Audience and Council Rooms, 
and a Gallery which runs the whole depth of the building, and contains the Ar- 
chives of the Grand and her subordinate Lodges. Three Castellanes are con- 
stantly in attendance, as well as the Grand Seorelary, with his olerks. 
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THE ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE 

FRATERNITY OF MASONS. 

[Continued from page 22.] 

Let us now turn to the actual organization and system of the Fraternity 
of Stone-masons, as it existed during the Middle Ages. In every place "^ 
where the Master was engaged in the construction of a building, a larg^' 
number of workmen were gathered together, and there these sworn broth- 
er masons constituted a " confraternitaSj^ to which amateurs were like- 
wise admitted, provided they complied with the necessary obligations, and 
submitted to the general regulations of the craft. Among the privileges 
of these amateurs, was the right of participating in the administration of 
justice, (according to ancient usage,) in the choice of the officers, at the 
banquets and feasts, and in good works. At the head of the Fraternity 
there was, in accordance with ancient custom, a presiding Master, annu- 
ally elected by the craft, who settled all disputes '* according to the usage 
of the» craft and law of the stone- work,*' (nach Handwerks-hrauch und 
Sleinwerks-recht.) The great body of the craft, the brethren, were on 
terms of perfect equality. The Fellow-craft was bound to instruct his 
younger brethren in the art, without pay or compensation ; to impart to 
them all that he had himself acquired, and this knowledge was only im- 
parted to those who had been received and acknowledged as Brethren, 
Once a month an assembly was held, at which the affairs of the Frater- 
nity were discussed ; those who had offended against the rules and regula- 
tions were tried and punished, and the proceedings concluded with a feast 
or banquet. The principal feasts of the Stone-masons, were held on the 
days of St. John the Baptist, and of the " four crowned martyrs," the 
special patron Saints of the association. When the apprentice had finish- 
ed his time of service, had duly performed his tour of travel, and had 
been regularly announced to the Lodge, as being of good report, he was 
then received, after paying the usual fee and contracting an obligation of 
obedience and secrecy. Besides these monthly meetings, each Haupt* 
Hutte held at least one special assembly every year, which was termed 
Haupt-Gedinge^ or hohe Morgen8prache.(^) 

In later years, when the Masters had begun to exclude the Fellow-crafts 
from their meetings, they held four ** Hauptquartale^*^ or quarterly assemb- 
lies every year, a custom which afterwards passed over into England, and 
was the origin of the " Quarterly Communications*' of the Grand Lodge 
of England. The Fellow-crafts continued to hold their monthly meetings, 
at which, and also at their receptions of members, they retained a portion 
of the ancient usages and ceremonies of the original Fraternity. 

The assemblies were invariably opened and closed with a catechism or 
dialogue, between the Master and his assistants. This was a peculiarly 
German custom and is to be found not only among the various crafts, but 
also in the ceremonies of the Courts of Justice, the Vehme Gerichte, 6&c. 
As long &s the Lodges continued in a flourishing condition, it was custom- 
ary to impart the secret doctrine to the new Brother, only when he had 
been duly received into the Fraternity, that is, after he had served his ap- 
prenticeship, and duly performed his travels. He was then instructed in 
the symbolism and allegories of ecclesiastical architecture, and in the 

7 
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secre tmeaning of the architectonical embellishments. He then also !earnt 
how to construct plans for himself, in accordapce with the rules of their 
art, in order to qualify himself as a Master. 

The German style of architecture, with its ancient symbolism, main- 
tained its position in the old Gernfian Lodges until the period of the Re- 
formation. At this time, however, it had already commenced to decay, 
and the assemblies had less in view the progress and improvement of 
. their art, than the mere maintenance of their peculiar ceremonies and cus- 
toms, and the adjustment of affairs over which they still possessed exclu- 
sive jurisdiction. What they had already learned was indeed preserved, 
but they made no progress, and this, in itself, was a step backwards. 
After the Reformation, when church-building ceased almost entirely, and 
the meaning of the symbolism was less generally understood, the Stone- 
masons gradually degenerated to the level of ordinary workmen. So, 
also, in the course of time, the ceremonial, now no longer understood, 
gradually assumed the form of that of the other trades, and lost its pecu- 
liar significance, the more so, as in many places the Stone-masons 'joined 
the guilds of ordinary Masons. This was not so much the case in Eng- 
land as in Gerniany ; in the former country, although they also gradually 
degenerated, and became ordinary guilds, or companies, yet they always 
retained their ancient ceremonies, so that at the period of the establish- 
ment of our present system of Freemasonry, these [were still practised, 
and only required a different explanation. 

The German Stone-masons, on their separation from the cloisters, very 
naturally retained the peculiar ceremonial which had been the custom of 
the monastic lodges ; and thus we find that their ritual of reception was a 
close imitation of the initiation formerly practised in the Order of Bene- 
dictines.(^) The Fellow-Craft who had served his proper time as an^ Ap- 
prentice, and had been declared free, if desirous of being admitted into 
the Fraternity, was required, as in other guilds and companies, to furnish 
proofs of his honorable and legitimate birth, and good character. It must 
be borne in mind,* that there were certain classes whose occupation was 
considered dishonorable, and their children were ineligible as members of 
a guild. The Statutes expressly required that the candidate should be 
free-born, of unblemished reputation, and sound both of body and mind. 
The Fellow-Craft at once received a distinctive mark, which he was 
obliged to place on all his work. The Brother who proposed him for 
membership was at the same time required to vouch for him. 

On the appointed day the candidate repaired to the house or inn, where 
the assemblies of the craft were held, and where the guild-chamber had 
been prepared for his reception. The Brethren having laid aside their 
arms, the Lodge room being a place dedicated to peace, were then admit- 
ted, and the Master proceeded to open the assembly with the customary 
formula. Having announced that the initiation of a candidate was about 
to take place, he deputed a Brother to prepare him in due and ancient 
form, for the ceremony. The candidate, in accordance with the custom 
of ancient pagan times, assumed the character and appearance of a sup- 
pliant, he was divested of his weapons and other metallic substances, a 
portion of his clothing was taken from him, his eyes bandaged, his breast 
bared, and his left foot naked. In this condition he was led to the door 
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of the chamber, which was opened to him on his applying in the prescrib- 
ed manner. The Warden, or Parlirer^ conducted him to the Master, 
wbo caused him to kneei,*and repeated a prayer, after which he was led 
around the chamber and back again to the door, where being placed 
with his feet at right angles, he was taaght to advance to the Master by 
regular steps. On a table before the Master was placed the open 
Bible, on which, the candidate swore to be true and faithful, to keep and 
perform the charges and duties of a Brother, and to conceal the secrets of 
the craft. The bandage was then removed from his eyes, the three great 
Lights were explai/ied to him, he was invested with a new apron, and the 
pass-word was communicated to him. The salute, (Gru8S,)and the token 
(Handschenk,) he had already received at the time when he sat out upon 
h\s travels, after having duly served as an Apprentice. His proper place 
io the guild-chamber, or Lodge, was than assigned to him. 

If a Fellow-Craft, during his travels, desired to visit a Lodge for assist- 
ance or employment, he first applied with the customary knocks, and on 
being ad.mitted, at once advanced to the Master, or, in his absence, the 
Parlirer, (whose duty it was to accost all strange Brethren,) with the three 
regalar steps. During the examination of the stranger, which was con- 
ducted in the form of a catechism, or lecture, the other Fellow-Crafts 
stood by^ their feet forming the angle of a square. After having asked 
whether any one present had anything to say, the Master closed the ex- 
amination with the usual Stone-mason's knocks.(3) 

At the banquet, which invariably succeeded the initiation and which 
was opened and closed with prayer, the Master drank a toast in honor of 
the new Brother, out of the drinkingcup of the Fraternity, (the Willkom* 
men^) to which he replied by drinking prosperity to the Brotherhood. 
This toast was always, and still is, performed among the German guilds, 
io three cadences or motions, — the cup being first grasped, using a glove 
or handkerchief, — then the lid or cover was raised, — and lastly it was 
carried to the lips ; the cup was emptied by three separate draughts, — and 
with three motions it was replaced on the table. 

Besides these ancient customs which we have described, the Stone-ma* 
sons received from the monastic lodges, a secret architectural doctrine 
and mystic science of numbers, which they constantly employed in their 
art of building, and subsequently developed to a further extent. The 
numbers 3, 5, 7, and 9, were deemod particularly sacred, — so, also, were 
the colors of gold, blue and white, the two former having a symbolic 
reference to their art, and the latter to their secret association. A favor- 
ite symbol of the Fraternity, was the " interlaced cord," frequently re- 
presented as an ornament over the portals of religious edifices. Their 
most expressive and peculiar symbols, however, were the compasses, 
square, stone-hammer or gavel, and rule, all of which had a moral signi- 
fication in their Lodges. As in the church, the priest had his station in 
the East, — so in the Lodge the Master was placed in the Cast ; the War- 
dens stood in the West, their faces turned towards the East, These three 
officers symbolically represented the three pillars of the Lodge, (Wis- 
dom, Strength, and Beauty,) and were the representatives of the Frater- 
nity .(*) 

As far as concerns the symbolization of Masonic working tools, — this 
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custom proceeded- not merely from the character of the age, but was olsO 
suggested by previous example, for the Stone-masons were by no mean* 
the first to symbolize the implements of the crafC But the Masons, more 
than any other fi[uild, had a peculiar motive for attaching a higher value to 
their tools and implements, and to the technical language and materials of 
iheir art, with which they combined the idea of a spiritual building, be- 
cause they had devoted themselves to a high and holy vocation. By the 
erection of magnificent houses of God, the Master Stone-mason, not only 
immortalized his own name, but also contributed to the glorification of the 
Most High, to the dissemination of Christian knowledge, and to the vivifi- 
cation of Christian virtue and piety. 

Numerous indications of their secret confraternity and of their peculiar 
symbolism^ as well as of their religious views, which were at all times op- 
posed to the prevailing corruption of' morals of the clergy, and not unfre- 
quently to the orthodox ecclesiasucal doctrines, are to be found on almost 
all the ancient German works of Architecture. Thus, in the church of 
St. Sebaldljs, at Nurnberg^is a carving in stone, representing a nun in the 
embrace of a monk. In one of the upper corridors of the Strasburg Ca- 
thedral, fronting the chanceU is a sculptured representation of a proces- 
sion ; first comes a bear, supporting the cross, then follows a hog and a goat, 
bearing a sleeping fox as a holy relic. Behind the bear is a bitch, and a 
wolf carrying a burning taper. An ass engaged in reading mass, at an 
altar, completes the caricature. In the Cathedral of Wurzburg, are the 
two celebrated pillars, B. and J., in imitation of those which stood in the 
porch of the Solomonian Temple, and which are over four hundred years 
old. In the church at Doberan, in Mecklenburg, we find several double 
triangles placed in conspicuous positions, three vine leaves ir.terlaced with 
a twisted cord, and many allusions to the mystic numbers. Here also is 
an altar-piece, in a good state of preservation, which gives a curious idea 
of the religious views of the architect. In the foreground are represent- 
ed several priests turning a mill, in which the dogmas of the church are 
being prepared. Above them is the Virgin and infant Jesus with the 
Blazing Star. Below is the Last Supper, at which the Apostles are repre- 
sented in positions familiar to all Freemasons. In another guthic edifice 
is a satirical caricature of the immaculate conception. In the cathedral of 
Brandenburg, is to be seen a fox in priestly robes, preaching to a fiock of 
geese, and in the Munster, at Berne, is a painting of the Last Judgment, 
with a Pope prominently figuring among the damned. These satirical 
representations are termed the ^^ Wahrxeichen*'* of the German Stone* 
masons. 

The Corporation of Builders existed during the most fiourishing period 
of the Orthodox church, and at a time when the Papacy was apparently 
in the zenith of its power. The latter, however, at this time had to con- 
tend with a widely spread enlightenment and against the efiTorts of many 
so-called heretical, gnostic-manichcean sects, who based their opinions 
partly on the primitive ideas of Christianity. Such were the Catharists, 
Albigenses, Waldenses, &c. The initiated and adherents- of these sects 
travelled through all £urope, formed new communities and made many 
proselytes, not only among the nobles, freemen, burghers and tradesmen, 
but even among the monks, abbots and bishops of the church. At thi» 
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rime too, reason was silently and secretly preparing to assert its sway ancf 
to maintain the light of truth in the midst of surrounding darkness. Ban, 
interdict and stake, were alike inefiectual in preventing its progress. The 
Gernnan Masons were certainly no strangers to these reformatory efforts, 
and there is scarcely a doubt that some, at least secretly, participated in 
the movement ; the ^^ Wahrzeichen^' we have described furnishing ample 
testimony of the fact. The Masons, by reason of the nature of their art, 
were continually brought into contact with all classes and conditions of 
men ; they had a personal knowledge of the nature of the Church, and 
well knew the degeneracy of the Clergy. They far surpassed their con- 
temporaries in general knowledge and education ; and in their travels, not 
confined to Europe alone, but frequently extending to the far East, they 
became acquainted with widely differing religious views, and gained a 
clearer conception of the idea of Christianity. Furthermore, they had 
learnt to practise toleration, and their Lodges became a sure refuge for 
those who were persecuted for opinion's sake, by a religious fanaticism. 
Ail who were good and true, and welt learned in the art, wef'e received 
among them, and were protected from the persecutions of the Church.(*) 

The progress of the Li eformation dealt a severe blow to the Fraternity 
of German Stone*masons.(^) As it spread, fewer churches were erected, 
and the builders were thrown out of employment. Then came the thirty 
years' War, during which time all building was at a stand. In 1691, 
Strasburg fell into the hands of the French, and the German Princes, who 
had been so often deceived by the intrigues of Louis XIV., jealous of his 
power, sought, by every possible means, to circumscribe his influence in 
Germany* Their attention must necessarily have been attracted to a 
community like that of the Masons, the members of which dispersed 
throughout all Germany, and bound to one another by the closest ties, stiU 
owed.obedience to the mother Lodge of Strasburg, now under French Ju- 
risdiction. By a decree of the Imperial Diet, March 16th, 1707, all con^ 
nection of the German Stone-masons with the Haupt-Hlitte of Strasburg 
was formally interdicted. The establishment of a National Haupt-Hatte, 
for Germany, was never brought about, and dissensions arose among the 
separate Lodges of the country. In consequence of these difficulties, as 
well as of numerous complaints concerning abuses which had gradually 
crept into the Craft, the Imperial Edict of Aug. 16ih, 1731» abolished all 
Haupt-HiJtten, as such, and did away with all distinction between Grand 
and Subordinate Lodges ; transferring to the government alone the adju^ 
dication of all disputes between the guilds, or crafts. It was also ordain* 
ed that all distinction between the Salute-masons, (Grussmaurer,) and the 
Letter-masons, (Briefmaurer,) should thenceforth be dropped, and that for 
the future no new Master should be sworn to conceal the secrets of the 
Craft. Nevertheless, the association was still secretly continued, and re- 
tained the old distinction between the Gruss and Brief-maurer, their own 
administration of justice and their subordination to the Haupt-Hiitten. 

In France, the Building Associations flourished for a time, but gradually 
declined, and in the beginning of the 16th century, unrted with the city 
Guilds or Corporations. They were finally abolished by Francis 1. in 
lo39.('^) The last legislative assembly of the German Stone-masons took 
place in the year I56B. Much light has been thrown^upon the old tradi- 
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lioos, during the last few years. Reichensperger lately discovered at 
Treves, the Guild-chest of the Stone-masons' Guild, which contained many 
valuable manuscripts, one of which dates back to the 30ih Oct., 1397. In 
the city library of Treves is still preserved the record book of the Stone- 
masons' Court, embracing a period of years from 1670 to 1721, and con- 
taining much interesting information concerning the inner life of the crafl. 

At the present day there are no authentic documents in existence which 
refer to the organization of the German Stone-masons' Fraternity durinc^ 
its most flourishing period. It was only when the ancient forms had 
already began to decay, when the taste for forming leagues and confeder- 
acies was on the wane, and when the understanding of the ancient rituals 
and the old discipline had began to die away, that the Masons felt the ne- 
cessity of preventing still further decay, by re-establishing the ancient 
land-marks, by excluding all foreign elements from the craft, and by com- 
pelling the Stone-masons to belong to the Guild. For this purpose^ they 
assembled together in the year 14-59, and resolved to renew and revise 
their ancient«Constitutions and Statutes. 

These Statutes, which are undoubtedly based on the ancient customs of 
the craft, were discussed and agreed on at two assemblies of Masters and 
Fellows, held " in the manner of a Chapter,** (in Kappitelsweise) ; the 
first at Regensburg, on Caster-day, 1459, and the second, some time 
afterwards at Sirasburg, when the new Regulations were definitively set* 
tied and adopted. They breathe throughout the spirit of the German im-' 
perial Constitution, and are evidently a renewal of the ancient laws of the 
Fraternity. " 

The expression " in Kappitelsweise^*'* which is used by no other Guild, 
is derived from the Convent meetings of the Benedictine monks, which 
were termed ^ Capitula,*^ or Chapters. We find, also, in the old b^nglish 
Constitutions, and in the Act of Parliament of Henry VI., the meetings 
of the Masons termed *^ Chapters, Congregations, Assemblies, and Cham- 
bers." 

All the precepts of these Statutes, which were kept secret from stran- 
gers, and which were read in the Lodges, at least once a year, refer to the 
moral obligations of the Brethren among one another and towards stran- 
gers, and breathe throughout a spirit of brotherly love, strict integrity and 
morality. 

This important document was first published from a certified manuscript 
of the Haupi-Hijite, of Strasburg, in Heldmann's " Drei dllesten gesehichl* 
lichen Denkmalen der deutschen Freimaurer-Bruderschaft^ Aaran^ 1819,*' 
thenin Krause's ^' Drei Kunsturkunden^*^ and in Heideloff's '* BauhuUe des 
MiUelaherSj Numberg^ 1844.'* KIoss also published them in his " Frei- 
maurerei in ihrer Wakren Bedentutig^'* in which ho has carefully collated 
and compared them with the English Constitutions. Fallon and Keller 
have also given us copious extracts from them. An English translation, 
by the " Latomia Society,** will be found in the " Masonic Eclectic," vol. 
1, No, I. 

These Statutes were repeatedly confirmed by the German Emperors,(^) 
first by Maximilian I., in 1498, and subsequently by his successors* It is 
worthy of note, that this document bears a date but little later than that 
of the *'' Ancient Poem," of Halliwell, and that both contain almost pre- 
cisely the same regulations, although somewhat differently arranged. 
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The ** Revised Statutes of 1463," contain a repetition of those of 1459, 
with a few necessary additional regulations. The religious instruction, 
and the allusion to the '• four crowned martyrs," (quaiuor coronaii^)(^^) 
contained in the latter, are omitted in the Statutes of 1463. 

A comparison of the Strasburg Constitutions of 1459, with the Ancient 
Constitutions of the English Masons, will convince the most sceptical, that 
the German " Sleinmetzen" and the English Freemasons were members 
of one and the same fraternity ; having the same laws, customs and usa- 
ges, and springing from the same source. If further proof is wanted, it 
will be found in the concluding portion of Haliiweirs " Ancient Poem," 
entitled '* Ars quaiuor coronalorum.'^ What are these *' holy martyres 
fowre," but the " hieligen vier gekronlen,^^ (the four holy crowned mar- 
tyrs), — the patron Saints of the German Sione-masons ? Kloss gives us 
a German translation of this legend, which is to be found in the Brevia- 
mm Romanum, 1474; the Breviarum Spirense, 1478; the Breviarum 
Ord. HierosoL, 1495, and the Brev. Ultrajectense Venet., 149,7. 

[To be Continued.] 

NOTES. 

1. Heldmann's Drei gesch. Denkmalen, &c. 

2. Falion, Mysterien der Freimaurer. 

3. Fallon, Mysterien. &c. Findel, Geschichte der Freiroaurerei. 

4. Winzer, Die Bruderschaften des Mitlelalters. 

5. Findel, Gesch. d. Freimaurerei. 

6. Heldmaon, Drei gesch. Denkmal. p. 337. 

7. Rcbold, Hiatorie gen. p. 76. 

8. See Heideloff, Fallon and Kloas, who give copies of the cooGrmations, ^ 
d. Kloss, Freimaurerei in Ihrer Wahren Bedentung, p. 257. 



RELIQUES OF WASHINGTON. 

** Ik the Masonic Hall in the city of Alexandria, Slate of Virginia, preserved 
'vvith more than religioas veneration and care, are to be found the following arti* 
cles, the property ot Alexandria Washington Lodge, No. 22. 

*' A charter granted by Edmund Randolph, ' Governer of Virginia and Grand 
Master of Masons,' to our well-beloved Brother, George Washington, &c. A. 
Master'tf apron, a present from Madame Lafayette by the hand of her husband, 
the Marquis, to General Washington. This was shown to General Lafayette, and 
also the box which contained it (now in the Lodge), on his last visit lo this coun- 
try. The recollections of the man, the husband, the Mason, overcame the soN 
dier, and tears flowed down his furrowed cheeks. 

*' A piece of cloth from the coat worn by General Braddock at his death. The 
pocket compa^:s carried by General Washington on his visit to Fort Pitt. The 
boot strap worn by Gen. Washington at Braddock's defeat. Washington's spurs. 
A button from his coau A piece of Washington's coflin, and cloth that covered 
the same. A part of the tent that he used on the field. A pocket-knife, present- 
ed to him by his mother when he was twelve years of age and which was in his 
possession fifiyhix years. His wedding gloves, and one that he wore when 
mourning the death of his mother. Two manuscript letters, one of which proYes 
his attaohment to Masonry. Various medals. Tbe>arm chair in which he sat 
as Master of the Lodge." 
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S6 JUDOE 3T THISIR nUITS. — A WOBl> OF CAUTION. 

"BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW 

THEM." 
Masoicbt like every other Institution, ehoald be judged of by its actual fraits. 
For this we have a divine warrant. The Saviour himself has laid down the un- 
•erring test, ** By their fniits ye shall know them." •* A good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit, and a corrupt tree evil fruit." Now what have been the fruits of Maeon- 
ry ? Have they not been good ? Have not Masons been ever loyal to the principles 
of civil and religious and constitutional liberty f Have they not with others dreely 
eacrificed their treasure and blood in their maintenance ? Have not many of them 
been among the most consistent professors of Christianity in the various jreligious 
denominations of our own and other lands? Have they not manifested a charitable 
<iisposition ? Has not Masonry refined the feelings, improved the manners, and 
elevated the moral conduct of men, and smoothed (he asperities of life? Has it not 
imparted comforts and diffused substantial blessings, by supplying the wants of 
the needy, relieving the sufferings of the distressed, and cheering the hearts of the 
desolate and lonely ? Are not such good fruits, and do they not authorize and 
compel the inference that the tree is also good f If, ^therefore, we have any re- 
spect for the divine teachings of our Lord, any regard for his infallible loeic, we 
must conclude that the Masonic Order is morally good, because its fruits are good. 
If it be a bad institution, it must have shown it. But is it evil to visit the sick ? 
Is it immoral to comfort the disconsolate ? Is it bad to relieve the poor and distress- 
ed ? Is it disgraceful to become the guardian and educator of orphan children ? 
If these are bad Iruits, then we admit that the institution is bad. If they are virtu- 
ous and good, then we claim that the tree which produces them must be good, and 
that the benign influence of Masonry approximates the practical operation of our 
holy religion, for '* pure religion and unde&led before God is this ; to visit the 
widow and fatherless in affliction and to keep yourself unspotted from the world.'* 



A WORD OF CAUTION. 

Craft Masonry in my opinion, never stood so high in the estiroatioii of think- 
ing men, as it does ihis day. Our Lodges are fast filling up with eminent young 
men, who will do honor to the Order. Even men in middle life have recently 
manifested an ardent desire to be known and acknowledged among the fraternity 
of Free and Accepted Masons. 

Noiwilhslanding so many are seeking to gain admission into our Order, yet it 
becomes all our Lodges to be exceedingly cautious whom they admit. 

We cannot be too careful in investigating the characters of those who apply for 
admission. It is far better for a Lodge to reject two worthy applicants than to 
Uiimit one who will do dishonor to the Craft. 

Then Brethren let us strictly adhere to the principles taught us by our beloved 
fathers, steadily pursuing the path they trod, fulluvving the excellent examples they 
left us, looking unto the Supreme Architect of the Universe, for help and assist- 
ance, so that when we shall be called from labor on earth, we may be prepared 
to paitake of divine refreshments on high.— G. M, VtrmonU 
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DEATH OF THE SON OP BURNS'8 ••SOU* 
TER JOHNNY." 
Not maay weeks have elapeed since we efironided the death ef the " wee 
Cnrlie Joho'* of the dedication addreteed by Boms to his early benefactor, Bro. 
Gavin Harailtoni of Manchline. We are now called upon to record the reanoval 
of aeotber * old-time Freemason," himself a contemporary of Burns, and the 
son of one of the principal characters depicted in that inimitable ^* Tale" in 
whieh the poet has immortalized ** Kirk Alloway" and other places passed by 

«« « « « honest Tam o' Sbanter, 
As Be frae Ayr ae nicht did canter." 

Bro. John Laochlan, who died at Ayr on the evening of the 16ih iost., had 
many titles to the respect of the community, and as a Mason, was held in the 
highest esteem by his Brethren. As we have set out by introducing our depart- 
ed Brother in his relationship to Souter Johnny, we cannot do belter than to fol- 
low Dp the allusion to his father by giving an extract from an uiipublisheii glos- 
sary of the songs and poems of Robert Burns, in which the iJeniity of the im. 
mortal Souter is thus advocated :— *< Souter Johnny was the late John Lauchlan, 
shoemaker in Ayr. He and the poet were born in the parish of Alluway, and 
there brought up in boyhood together. The future Souter removed %viih his pa- 
rents from Alloway to Ayr where be was bound as an apprentice to a shoemaker. 
His intercourse with the poet was thus somewhat interrupted ; bui their regard for 
one another was not leseened, for rhe Poet was searcely ever in Ayr, but the Sou- 
ter (for so he was designated by the Poet beibre the celebrated poem had being) 
was sent for to Lnckie Shearer's, a favourite howf in the Ti^wnhead of Ayr (now 
the Tarn o' Shanter Inn], to have a tankard and a chat over the rerainit^cences of 
their early day». The Souier*s son had quiet good recolleciion of their meetings 
and at more than one of these there cari be littte doubt they were joined by the 
redoubted Tamo' Shanter, for the howf was a famed Hostelry, at which he and 
many of the Cairick farmers put op, and Tam was well knnvvu lo Burii^ and the 
Souter, and on that ** ae market nicht" of their festivities, when Tam parted 
from his jolly companions to take his solitary journey homewards past '*AJlo- 
way*s auld haunted Kirk" it is very possible the Poet fir&t conceived the idea of 
his wonderful tale. It has been alledged that a John Davidson, a shcemaker in 
Kirkoewald, was the Souter Johnnie, on the ground that be and Tain were fre- 
qoenily boon cronies in Kirkoswald — Tam*s farm of Sbaiiier bein^ in that neigh** 
borbood, where both possibly may hsve met the poet during the sojourn there ; 
but it may naturally be asked, what was Davidson doing in Ayr so late, and 
so £u from home? and even if there, is it possible lo believe that Tam would 
have left him in Ayr and journeyed home by himself. In short, it i^ impossible 
to suppose that the poet when composing the poem had any other individual in 
view than his own boy Companion, and boon comraile in earl> manhooit At all 
events the late John Lauchlan was recognized by all amt sundry in and about Ayr, 
as the Souter Johnnie of the poem from the day of its publication ; and much to 
his chagrin, he retained the sobriquet to his dying day. 
The Scoter was a member of Ayr St. Paul's Lodge, and at his death bis re* 

8 
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mains were iaterred with Mfteonio honon. His son was a Craftsman of aixty- 
five years' sunding. Ayr St James (No« 166) was his mother Lodge, and in it 
he received also the degrees of Royal Arch and Knight Templar. He was ona 
of the original roembera of Ayr St. Panl's, a Lodge raised by Freemasoi|a eerv- 
ingin the Ayrshire Militia in 1799; and was delegated by his brethren-in- 
arms to proceed to Edinburgh to receive from the Grand Lodge of Scotland the 
charter of the new-formed Lodge. That docuirient Brother Laoehlin carried 
in his knapsack to Stirling, where the militia then lay, and in the Gonrt Hall 
of that town was the oil of Consecration poured out upon the altar of Ayr and 
Renfrew Militia St. Paul, early in the year 1800, by the office-bearers of the 
Lodge " Ancient Stirling.** Br. Laochlan was called to the chair of St. PaaPs in 
1805, and at various other pericids of its history was the same honor conferred 
npon him. So highly were his services appreciated by his Brethren, that in 1808 
he was presented with a handsome silver medal in the name of the Lodge, " as 
a tribute of esteem and mark of respect towards him for his laudable conduct 
while Master, for his attention to its interests and prosperity, and for his spirited 
exertions in supporting its dignity and maintaining itsin<lepeodence.*' As show- 
ing the 2eal with which he entered into Masonic matters, it is worthy of mention 
that during the first 60 years of this century only twice was he found to be absent 
from bis place in the Lodge at its annual meeting. And in later years, although 
bending under the infirmities of old age, whenever anything of more than usual 
importance appeared upon the business card of the Lodge over which he bad so 
often and so worthily presided, he was sure to be present, aiding with his coun- 
sels those who conld not lay claim to the experience in Lodge affairs which he 
possessed. The last Masonic meeting which our deceased venerable Brother at- 
tended was at that of the Ayr Priory, in March last, when he seconded the nom- 
ination of a successor to Sir Knight Major Thornton, who had resigned the 
command of that Encampment in consequence of his removal to Derby. On 
that oocasion he was in high spirits, and entertained the Sir Knights with a graphic 
sketch of the state of Knight Tempi ary in his early days, when the whole steps 
from E. A. to K. T. were given in every Craft Lodge thronghoot Scotland. From 
our boyhood we have known Br. Laochlan as one of our most respected citizens, 
and since, being drawn down closer to him in the bonds of Brotherhood, we have 
ever found him to be a Mason of high intelli^enco and unsullied reputation. 
Although now removed from our society, he will long live in the rememberauce 
of those who knew hira best. We understand he has bequeathed his diplomas 
and other Masonic papers, to bis Masonic son and most intimate friend, Bro. An- 
drew Glass, a Past Master of Ayr St. Paul's. These relics of Sooter Johnny's 
soon will form a valuable addition to those already preserved by. Bro, Glass, 
under the roof-tree of the farfarmed Tam o* Shanter Inn, of which he is the re- 
spected lessee. Though not like his father, the Souter, buried with Masonic 
honors, the remains of Bro. Laochlan were followed to the grave by the Provost 
and magistrates of Ayr, and a large concourse of the general community, as well 
as by the representatives of the various Masonic bodies of the town in which he 
lived. Peace to his aahes l-^ London F. M. Aktg, 
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THE LAW OF PROGRESS. • 

* If we woold appre«iate the age io which we live, we most mark the impreBt of 
mind apon the masees, and upon the initituiions by which they are surrounded ; we 
miiat alto note the influences which that inopress has from time to time exerted in 
moaldiof the aggregate character. There are no means of illastration, perhaps, 
more etmple and vivid than that afforded by contrast. If, therefore, as citizens of 
this Republic, we feel that love of country is ever welling up from the full fountains 
of oar beaita, we must bear in mind that this just conception of our true position is 
supplied by the instructive contrast which other nations, other governments and 
other people present, whose social and political condition alongside of our own serve 
to strengthen our patriotism, and to stimulate our hopes and wishes for the spread of 
liberal ideas. 

If this contrast indicates a higher and more refined civilization as the inseparable 
accompaniment of the civil and domestic institutions of our land ; if the rule of rea- 
Bpn and the noble impulses of humanity are laid side by side with the reign of vio* 
lence and cruelty, and the soothing influences of a chastened Christianity succeed 
to theories of crude morals, and subtle philosophy, and serve to awaken more close 
fraternal relations among free men ; if the cultivation of science is of easy access, 
and the diffusion of knowledge, freely and without price, to the millions, tends to 
supply an ample veneration for religion, and inspire a love for the troth ; if liber« 
ty, under proper constitutional and divinely imposed restraints, combines to invite 
the intellect of all men to its highest efforts, and the age in which we live has 
become distinguished for " triumphs of mind, which have carried genius into paths 
never before trodden ;'* if these, with other countless blessings, are but a tittle of 
the aecret springs of the progress of our country, of the prosperity of our people, 
then may we understand the permanency of Masonry, and what have been the agen- 
cies which have guided her counsels here, and wrought out so effectually her mission 
o( benevolence among men. The causes which have perfected government and 
which especially prevailed in the formation of that well-balanced political system, 
under which we dwell and which, if the cautious and far-seeing wisdom of its foand* 
era had been heeded in time, woold never have been disturbed and might have lasted 
forever, are the same in truth as the inflaeneee which moulded our Order, have ad- 
vanced its osefoloess, and are now leading it onward to the fulfillment of its destiny. 
That cause is now known and designated as the law of progress— ruot what the 
world ealls^ progress, consisting in the overthrow of all the good conserved by the 
wisdom of the past,~but the same in principle which has for ages been silently, 
yet effectively, combatting error, in theories of government, in the abstraction of 
morals and in the devices of philosophy. The struggle has been earnest and per- 
severing. And as men naturally cling with fondness to institutions and opinions 
hallowed by time, as they linger with concern around the excellencies of ancient 
systems, warring firmly for the preservation of cherished forms, and slow in yield- 
ing to useless innovations, so against a mass of opposition has Masonry continuously 
advanced, carrying her torch of truth from age to age high above the din of peo- 
ples and the swelling storms of sentiment and passion, successfully contended for 
her prii^eiplee with tlie progression of things, and adapted them to the purtuits and 
happiaesa of men. 

*From a very ezoellent Oration delivered befbie SL John's Lodge, No. 1, at Newaik^ N» 
J., by Brother Bev. O. Musgrave Giger. 
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Our Order was origkiited by MtiiMt, tbol|glitfttl, workibf Meft ; men of profown^ 

sagacity and with bearU filled with generous sympathies, and prompted by tbe oo* . 
blest impulses. As the ancient pioneers in a great work of philanthropy, tbeir 
early efforts commend them to our profoundest gratitude ; and whilst the morale 
which pervades the system, has been esseotially the fruit of progress, the broad 
principles which lie at the foundation of the institution as laid by their wisdona re- 
main fixed and unchanged. If we would, however, understand the secret of onr 
success in the mission in which we are engaged, we must refer the countless bless- 
ings, which Masonry has scattered in its pathway, to the enlightenment which has 
so thoroughly controlled its counsels, awakening a constantly enlarging bumaoltj, 
refining the nature, and mollifying the hearts of its votaries. Its ministrations are 
world-wide in their extent. A benign progression, acting npon its interoal disci* 
pline, and stimulating its latent enerffies,has greatly enlarged the field of iubeoefac* 
tions, comprehending within its function moral agencies, afifecting society at lar^Ct 
as well as its membership. It claims a supervision over the private cheracter of the 
coristituent ; watches his conduct as a citizen, a parent, husband and friend ; iof* 
poses upon him a strict obedience to the laws, and holds him to prompt accoanta- 
bility if he offends. It listens to " the still, small voice** which runs along the 
whole line of being, stretching its spiritual telegraph into every heart, that it may 
link them all with God. Well may we pause when we consider the distinctiire 
principles of Masonry, to exclaim in the sentiment of the Roman matron-^hese, 
these are the precious jewels of our Order. 



THE CONSERVATOKS IN ILLINOIS. 

[From the Masonio Trowe^ edited bf E. W. Bro. H. G. JleyasMs, Oiwid flesMtary ef the 
Grand todgs of IlUneis. We invite the special alientioaoi the reader to Ihe Jaet para- 
graph.] :— 

Oif« year ago, the Conaervaton, acting ia oencert, endtaTored to gam poane* 
aioQ of the Grand Lodge by electing Masteta who wem in their iateraat. Seraral 
old and tried Maatera were displaced, aad Coiwervatore elected in their places. 
Others^ under the soporific inflsence of the wily Vice chief Conservator, and 
another prominent traveling Grand Officer, all in direct and known diaobediencB 
of the edict of Grand Master Bock, were coaxed and wheedled into the Conser- 
vator's Association, nntil, considering their nambers, unity and influence, they 
had well nigh, wiihom the knowledge of the Craft, attained complete oontrol. 
Indeed, we believe today, that it it had not been for oor appeal to the War- 
dens wl^o came up manfully, and for the double-breasted wall of past Grand Offi* 
cersy the Conservators woold be ^rannizing now over the loyal men in II liaois to 
the top of their benU And roi;^h work they woold Biake of it, toa We want 
to say to all loyal Brethren, who know in thoir own hearts that they are kif al lo 
their government aad their Grand Lodge, twftssrf dislimdum 9f porfy, see lo it, 
that your Masleia, Watdens, and Secretaries are truly loyal in all theee thioga. 
Have nothing to do with Bretbren fer these places, who are ronning after every 
new thing. Require them to say, upon their Masonic honor, that they eidxer haw 
not been, aad have fie desire to be, fbHoweta ef that invader, Rob. MoniB, orthat 
they have foiBakeahiat and all hia work m geed failh. Let there be na half- 
way work about it. 
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I nqniMthem Id disgorge and destroy all pointed or written note* 
aod keys withoat resenrttiM ; «nd also, tbat tbey neither teach or learn Maaon- 
17, except from month to ear. 

Brethren ! Be firm and deteimined in thii matter. If yon do yonr duty at the 
coming eleotion, this thing will die oat ; if yon do not, the acene at the last Grand 
Lodge meeting will be dhild% play in comparison with what will take place at 
the next 

Let the loyal Brethren remember, that *< an onnoe of pierentioa ie worth e 
pound of core !'' and that vigilance k the price of safety. 

The politioal eleetiona are over» Lay aside politics until after yonr Lodge elee* 
tiona, firelhren, and unite together, for we do earnestly assure yon, that if onr 
Grand Lodge can be made the prey of rebeia and traitors in Masonry, then there 
is no safety for our distracted oenntry ; fw, ob we heluvt m Qod^ (he Maker and 
Governor of the worid, so do we asnncerely believe thai hutfor Masonry and iU 6e- 
n^ tn/Iitetioei, thiB country wovldgo to deelrudion. Our only safety as a people, 
at this time, lies with Him in whom we trust, and the Masonic fraternity. We 
must keep out all rebellion and treachery ; keep the Craft one, or we shall soon 
be upon an ocean without a bottom or a shore. 



MASONIC LITERATURE. 

' Wi notice that several of the Grand Lodges have manifested watchful guar* 
dianship over the use of the insignia and emblems of the Order, and have pro- 
hibited their desecration by being used to attract attention to notioea, advertise* 
meets, eigo-boards, and other species of empiriciem. With this we do not inter- 
fere, as we do not know that it vioUdet any ^ andent land-mark,*' Bnt we are 
sottiewhat surprised that their efforts at reform stopped short of the full measure 
of relief against any species of charlatanism with which the Order is cursed. 
There is an extensive qmukery practised upon the Fraternity much more disgrace* 
fnl in its character and injurious in its consequences, than " square and compass'* 
on sign-boards or affixed to advertisements. We are overrun with Prospecttises 
of U. M. Records — Alphabetical Lists of the names of every Mason in the U. S.— 
Masonic Almanacks— and others of like character, many of them bearing the 
impri mature of Masons high in authority and of distinguished titles. Lodges and 
iadividnals are induced to purchase or sulMcribe for these productions solely for 
tbs reason, that they are issued or highly recommended by Brethren who have 
rank and position, but soon discover that they have been "spending their money 
for that which is naught," and are led to the conclusion that Masonic literature 
is bnt trash. Why were not these made the subjects of the supervision of the 
watchful Brethren, and the CraA advised against this more disgraceful charlatan- 
ism than the wearing of pins and rings and seals, or the use of Masonic emblems 
ia advertisements ? 

The advanced state of Masonry has greatly increased the demand for light and 
iafonnation. The number of reading Masons has l>een multiplied. Empyrica 
taking advantage of this, are multiplying their productionS| with attractive HUes^ 
(and too ofb&a uadar the preatige ef Brelhuea of nnkg) pvotaaiog to impait iih 
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•traotioo eMooUal to Um " Art,'' or to guard against daoeption or impo6ilioD» bac 
ooDtainiDg only nniatoreattng and vnimportoDt Informatioii. Then, we think, 
flhould not have escaped the notice of these watchful Brethren. Thej are cer- 
tainly muoh more obnoxious to rebuke and dennnciation than the things of which 
they complain. The valuable f^landard Publications endorsed and recommeDded 
by Grand Lodges— that have maintained character and position for yean— and the 
prodnotions of Brethren of wisdom and intelligence, well qualified to impart use* 
fnl tnstrnotioBS, are neglected tor these epftemtni, whose only excellence is their 
deceptive titles— whose only effects is to " ftU money in ^ purw" and lessen the 
character of the pure literature of Masonry. — Grand Lodgt of Oforgia. 



TRKEE BALLOTINGS. 

" Of what earthly use, we ask, are committees of investigation ioto the oharao- 
ter of oandidatesy if three ballotiogs are necessary to determine his qualification 
for Masonry % Most one, initiated into the mysteries of Masonry^ be stayed ia 
his advancement notil further inquiry can be made as to his ^ former charac- 
ter/ traits and habits of temper and life 1*' Why were net these diligently and 
thoiooghly investigated by the Committee 1 Before a man can be made a Ma- 
son, in any well rtgvlaied Lodge, he most have resided sofficiently long within 
its jurisdiotion for a foil development of " his traits and habits of temper and 
life ;" and if these are not known to the Committee, they have nothing upon 
which to base a favorable report, A separate ballot for eaeh degree can only be 
rendered neoessaiy upon the assumption tb»t three investigations most be made 
before the qoalifioatioa of the candidate can be known."— -O. L* Georgia- 



THE OL DEN TIMES. 

Wx have been favored with a copy of a sketch of the history of St. John's 
Lodge, at Newark| N. Jersey, from which we select a few sentences, which may 
amuse the reader. The Lodge was established in 1761, by a Dispensation from 
the then Provincial Grand Master of New York. With occasional interroptions 
the Lodge continued to meet at the houses of the members nntil 1772. In Jan- 
nary of that year, to April 1788, " and during the darkness of the American 
Revolution, the lights' were extingoisbed, the sound of the gavel was no longer 
heard in the East, and all within the Lodge was silent as the grave,** says the his- 
torian. He also tells ns that the furnitore-of the Lodge was loaned to a '* Camp 
Lodge," in the army, and adds — '* At one of these Camp Lodges, it is said the 
immortal Father of his Country presided, and during his Mastership conferred 
the snbliroe degree of a Master Mason upon his illustrious friend, the Marquis 
de Lafayette ;" which statement is the merest moonshine, and only calculated to 
elicit contempt. Washington at that time had more important business to attend 
to than conferring degrees — a thing that he never did in his life. Such silly tales 
are discreditable to Masonic history. 

In 1804 a member was pot on trial for misdemeanor. On his conviction ** the 
doon isere thrown open, and he was expelled from the Brotherhood." 
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LfiATllfd THE LODCTE. — OBITUAftT, 68 

*^ AX a maetiDgbold In the foUowing December, it was orderedlhat oaodle- 
■liekB and daeks be |ftovided for ihe Secretary and Treaeurer, and aeocfted hat for 
the Master," 

la DeCy 1805, it was proposed to celebrate St John's dtiy by having a dinner, 
bnt the " proposition was abandoned upon ascertaioing that none of the innkeep> 
era in the town were willing to undertake so difficalt a task," as serving up the 
dinner in the Lodge room ! The members however got their dinners at Brother 
Totlle's private hoaae. 

'^ In November, 1806, a donation was made to the widow Thiboe, which con* 
aisled of one cord or hici^ory wood, one hundred pounds of superfine wheat flour, 
one hnndred pounds of buckwheat, and^^ur boUlea of good Madeira wim,^^ 



LEAVING THE LODGE. 
A paACTiCE too common in many Masonic Lodges, that of members taking part 
in the busiiiese of the Lodge, and then leaving as soon as preparation for the degrees 
ie announced, is severely and justly condemned by Bro. Mc Jilton. He says : — 
''The practice .is a bad one and ooght to be discontinned. It nevertheless seems 
oppressive upon the Brethren to prevent them when they have a desire to return 
to their homes ; and the rule, if rigidly enforced, may prevent their attendance. 
Brethren shonld cultivate a love for the work of the Order, which may be readily 
done when the desire is entertained to learn the process by which men are brought 
from the onter darkness to the true Masonic Light. Every Master MaAon should 
become familiar witii the important principles involved in the labors of the Craft, 
in the work of the several degrees. Masters of Iiodges shonld u«e their discre- 
tion in allowing Brethren to leave their Lodges under the oircomstances com« 
plained of. They have charge of the workmen during labor, &o., and can regu- 
late matters so as to prevent improprieties in the premises, without being oppres- 
sive upon their Brethren."^ Com. Cor. Q. L. Ver, 



Hon. ITHAMAR CONKEY. 

Tbs following Resolations were adopted by PaciSc Lodge, Amherst, in eom- 
roenoratioD of the death of their distinguished Brother, Hon. Ithamar Cookey. 
Whereas, it has pleased the Great Master of the Universe to remove by death a be- 
loved and esteemed member of Pacific Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, Hon. 

Ithamar Conkkt, therefore 

Retolvedy That in his death we recognise the hand of that All Wise Disposer of 
events, who doeth all things well, and wtiile we mourn his departure we also feel 
that what is our loss is his gain. 

Reiolved, That in him we have lost a ftiithful friend, a wise counsellor and esteem- 
ed companion ; one whose presence was always a source of pleasure and profit. 

Heiolvtd, That in his death the.communiry have also tost a useful member of soci- 
ety ; one who was wilting to forget seU in bis efforts to promote the well being of 
his fellow citizens, and who has done much by his counsels and labors to advance 
the interests of the community at large. 

Rtiolved, That we tender to the afflicted family of the deceased, our sincere and 
hearty sympathy for their bereavement, and that the Secretary of the Lodge be in- 
stracted to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the widow of the deceased ; and 
that as a further token the Lodge be draped in mourning (or the period of thirty 
days. 
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JCAfiOiaO CHIT CHMt 



MASONIC C 

AsHT Loi w . The Ormnd Iffailer of this 
SUIe israed bis Dispensation for the holding 
of a Lodge in the 43d Begt. Mass. Volun- 
teers, on the 21st ult., on the petitioo of Maj. 
P. G. Styles and others. We understand that 
there are rising forty Masons in this regiment, 
of whom a considerable number are from 
BCorning 8Ur Lodge, at Woroesler. 

IIT^he Gfaad Lodge of Minnesota at its 
Communication in 1861, declared that any 
connection with the unmasonic cabal known 
as '* Conservators." is " sufficient canae for 
the exercise of Masonic discipline.*' 

(P^Tbe Grand Lodge of Colorado held an 
Annual Communication at Central City, in 
Nov. last, and elected Brother Allyn Weston, 
formerly of this State, Grand Master, and O. 
A. Whittemore, of Colorsdo City, G. Sec. 

C:7*The Grand Lodge of Illinois at iU late 
Annual Communication adopted a Resolution 
granting leave to confer the second or third 
degree upon candidates who have become 
maimed amce their initiation. 

IX^We learn that St. Andrew's Lodge, in 
his city, disbursed in charily the past year 
the very liberal sum of one thomand and 
Beveniyeighi dollars. 

Lod^e Agreement with *' minehosV* ninety 

yeara ago, " I, , agree to provide a 

dinner iur the Brethren of this Lodge, upon 
St John's Day, for two shillings sterling for 
each iiroiher that sits at table, i furnishing 
them with dinner and ale and one bottle of 
good puooh, and the musicians* dinner gratis ; 
and shall furnish the Lodge with what punch 
they may want, more than one bottle, at six- 
pense sterling per bottle. And 1 shall provide 
candles, tables and doths, knives and furko, 
and plates and mugs. You (umi»binggla»se8 
yourselves.!* 

This very liberal offer, it is needless to say, 
was accepted by one hundred and thirteen 
or the Brethren silting to dinner, but no re- 
curd is kept of how many preferred glasses 
to mugs, from which they might quaff I he 
" giHid punch" so liberally provided fur them. 
—Ln/ndan F, Mag, 



HIT CHAT. 

Q^Lodges in the army fatve been nnihi- 
plied to a very great extent within tlw last 
six or eight raooths. We have no means of 
aaceruining the precise number now in ex- 
istence, but think they cannot be much less 
thsn a hundred ; and we are gratified to know 
that they are generally well oondooted and 
contribute much to the enjoyment and im- 
provement, doubtless, of the Brethren con- 
nected with them, and by whom they are 
highly prised. 

OTbe Gmnd Chapter of New Jersey at 
its late Annual Meeting, resolved that *< it is 
the bounden duty of every Mason to be true 
and loyal to the government of hia country, 
and oondemn treason and rebellion as Mason- 
ic crimes." 

Godst's Lady's Book, lor December, has 
been upon our table for some days, and is a 
msgnificent number,— « fine specimen of the 
first snd most popular lady's magazina in the 
world. The three principal plates in the 
present number are worth the entire sub- 
scription price for the year. ** Found in the 
Snow" IS an exquisite piece of art- work, and 
'* Christmas'* is not a whit behind it. The 
** F&shion Plate" is rich and beautiful nsever. 
The present No. concludes the 65th volume, 
and afibrds a good opportunity fur ladies wish- 
ing this excellent periodical to forward their 
names to L. A. Godey, Philadelphia. 

Cowan. This old Masonic word is defined 
in the record-book of *' Mother Kilwinning" 
Lodge, Scotland, of 1705, as follows :— *« The 
same day, by consent of the meeting, it was 
agreed that no mas9on shall employ no CoW' 
an^ which is to say, wUhoid the wordy to work 
if there t>e one masson to be found within 15 
miles— he is nut to imploy one Cowan under 
the payn of 4<J schiUiiigs Scots." 

Never aoiicii any msn to become a Mason. 

Never recommend an applicant unless you 
know him to be a good matiy and who will 
conform lo the precepts of the institution. 

Never cast your ballot in favor of a candi- 
date unleits you know him to be worthy, and 
his moral character free from reproacli. 
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THE POCKET TRE3TLE-B0ARD, 

AND 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



At the request of Brethren interested in preservinjr the puriti/ of the Work, 
and nmiiitAinin<T tinifonuity of Practice in the Lodges, the iinrier8i<jncd has pre- 
pareii a I'ockkt Edition oi the Tukstle-Board, particularly adapted lo aid in 
the acquirement of a coirecl knowledge of Ihc Ritual, and submits it as a Text- 
book, in all respects in strict confornnty with the Lectures of ancient Crafl 
Mii.'ionry, as tan^ht in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year 
1805 ; Hiid as being, also, whuily free from the corruptions of modern charlatan- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and makin:; a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digest of the Lans of ike Lodgey which, it is believed, will be 
found lo be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the indi? idual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
that his ability for usefulness wuuld be thereby materially increased. 

The work is neatly bt»und in the pocket-book (tuck) form ; and in cambric, 
with stiff covers The price for those bound in tuck, is sixty cents a single copv^ 
Or si.K dollars ($().00) a dozen ; — fur those bound in cambric, Jifty-cents a single 
copy, or five dullars and iifty cents ($5.50) a dozen. 

li is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter 
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
the most reliable. Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity. 

Orders for the work can be sent directly to thounder8i»ned,or Clark, Austin Sl 
Smith, New York — J. B. Lippincott 6l Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia~J C. 
Morgan &. Son, New Orleans— W. B. Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of. 
the liiriie book-houses in the principal cities, — it can also be sent by mail at a 
postage of 3 cents a copy. 

CAHRLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary, 

Boston, March 25, 18GL Fteemasons^ Hallj Boston. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 
" Thr Pocket Trestle. Board,*' hy R. W. Hroiher Charles W. Moore, Grand Sectrep 
tary, will, iij ihe npimon ol ihe uiider&igned, entirely meel ihe ohject which led to its com- 
pitiiiioii. in lurnishing lo ihe PrHieniity, in a compact and convenient form, ihe means of 
Bi-qiiintig iiiiii itnpHiiing a correct ka(»wledge of ibe Ritqal. as saociioaed hy the Grand 
Loti^e uT M<ift&achu:>eil8. The Diobst of Masonic Law we regard as an addition of great 
value. We iheretore cordially recommend ibe work lo tbe favor of the Brethren (both 
teachers and learners) ol' tbe Masonic Institution. 

B. P. NouRSB ) Grand Lectnrcf* of the 
I P. SsATET, S Grand Lo4ge qf AlastaekuseUe. 
Boston, FiSb. 20, 1861. 

Bottom, Feb 21, 1861. 
A Digest or Masonic Law, l>y Brother Chables W. Moore, needs uo other recom- 
mendiition than his own name. 

If. hiiwever, the official postilions held by tha undersigned are considerod as attaching qny 
addiiionul value to iheir upinions, or additionbl importance to their iiidorseroent of the work, 
they most cordmliy give ii the benefit of both, and recommend it to all the Praierniiy, espe- 
cially to the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, Ufeful, and Taluable 
Manual. 

WiNSLow Lewis, P. O. M, 
John T. Heard, P. O M. 
Wm. D. Coolidoe, Grand Maeter^ 

I take great pleasure in recommending the abore little work to all the Lodges and Brethren 
la ibis JDrisdiCiion, as admirably calculated to promote ap accurate knowledge of the Ritual. 

[Tarn over. 
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Ab ■ raliihlfi text-book of M Atomo («aw, iC should bo in the hands of e?ory iniiiste, and 
msy be profitably studied by every Brother jdeotrons nf perfecting himselt in Masonic culture. 

Wm. U. Coolidgs, O. Master 
So$Um,Martkl9,lBtil, of Q. L. t^f Masaaehumiu. 

Botlon, Marck 86/A, 1861. 
Mr Dear Sir,— I was this morning favhred with the gift of a neatly haniWl copy of your 
" Trestle-Board and Digest/* for which please accept my acknowiedgfiqents. 

It is even a halter and more uvetul w>rk than I supposed it to lie when 1 gave it the '* in- 
dorsemeni" which is printed under the head of ** recummendatinns " The **l>igest" will Iw 
very useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, to all who desire tn know the eiact Masonic 
law or questions of frequeol occurrence in the government of Lodges. 

Very fralenially yonrs, 
To Chablu W. Moobb, Esq. John T. Hbabd. 



[From R. W. Bvo. f^m. T. Bain, Grand Secrdary of N. C] 

red a few days since yonr Tresile-Bfiard and Digest, for which yon will accept of 
It thanks. It is certainly a vatuMlile compilniinn of Masonic Law. and it ehnuld 
be purctiased by every Mason who may feel disponed to become scquainted with the Work 
ana Lectures o( Ancient Cralt Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of vonr 



valuable little Mannai.*' 



[From the Boston Post,] 
MooBB*s PocKKT Tbbstlb BoARD AND DiovsT —The Pocket Trestle- Bffard and rraccrcal 
Agest of the Laws ol Ancient Masonry, written and published by Charles W Moore, G. 
Lodge of Massachusetts. We have l>een greatly pleased with an inspection of this Iitrle 
Tolurae, which certainly desf^^^ves the title of muftum in parto, as. well as any liook we have 
ever seen. To all members «»f the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost 
minute compactness of the form renders it a convenient pocket companion. A full and clear 
index -that most useful adjunct of all books — is prefixed to the Laws and the volume clones 
with a complete list of all the Lodges ontler the Grand Lodge of MassachuseUs. 

[From tiie Saimrday Evening Gazettty BosUmJ] 

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of n neat little Masonic work, preimred 

by C. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Massbcbuselts Grand Lodge It may be carried 

in the poeket, but it contains a great deal of information useful lo those progressing in the 

degrees, liesides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity. 

PENSIONS AND BOUNTIES. 

Fensions, Bounties, Back Fay, Prize Money, and all 

claims for indemnity against the United States 

obtained. No charge unless successful. 

gCr* Advice gratis. ^Dl 

Apply in person^ or by letter , to 

JACOB TOUDs 

No. 63 State street, Boston. 

Refers by permission to Wmttow Lkwis, M. D. ; Geo. Stevens Jonkb, U. Siatea 
Examining Surgeon ; Edwin C. Bailet, Esq , Editor of Boston Herald ; 
John K. Hall, Esq, Bank of North America ; Wm. Parkxan, Esq. 
Not. 1, 1862. 

BENT & BU8H, 

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS 

IN 

Corner of Court and Washington streets. 
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LETTERS. 
List of Letters from Abv. 30 to Dec, 31. 

BvsiNEsn.— C MnssaH, Deiivir City. C Ter— L l.ovell. Brirfsewai^r— E SrxfTirtP, P«>ris" 
moiilh, K I— J ChriMie, P.iriisnn»iiih, N H-J G Aivirr^on Steelvil e M"-l» M, ^i«nii»ni 
Mi»—P .». Kankakee, 111- H E ii'ickwll Milihury, Ms-C E Murrison, Groion - L Falesi 
Milforil— D utyi.i>lfis, ^^prmiKli^M >FM Bangor Mi->E F Graves. Go n.fi.- d G H Ken- 
dall, Va]p9uai>n S A— U BOongJott, Jan Praoci>co, Cal'W D Wheeler, Qrafloo, Mi>~K 
Purler, lo«a City. 

Uemittai5CE!«.— W H A'ezander, Canton, 0.,2— A W RIakely, Qnincy, Hi— S A Arery. 
Piirl»inouUi, N H-'J B Coiixiio 1. c^aii fiai.i-iMti. Cal~J U Drtiinmon.l, Puriland. Me— J F 
Eilwaids Foil .Viadisnn Ind— M Clitrk. New Britain. Con— J A HaK^inoer, Honululu— E f 
Buriihain ^aco. Me— A Wi-nglff ^t •mi..ii, M**— M Amet^hury. K'Hinglr Cim 

WIJNTHROP HOUSE, 

BY I. H. SIL.SBT, 

Tremont street, opposite the Common , 

Boston. 

Re-opened Nov. 1859. Made new throughotit. Furnished new entire. Only 
four stor IPS in height. The only Hotel fronting the Common. Containing as 
pleasant Rooms as any House in the City. A quiet Home for the transient as %vell 
as the permanent Guest, free from all the confusion of a regular biisinc^&s Hotel. 

This House our Brethren should know is the properly of the Grnnd Ludi^e of 
Massachusetts,— the higher stones having been fitted for their use and for the 
Boston Lodges, all of wr.tch are finely accnmrnodated in the Building. 

Our Brethren from abroad will find the Hotel as good as any in Boston — ur 

Cssing all in location, and offering unequalled inducements to those visiting the! 
Kige Rooms. July 1, 18(iU. 

BENT & BUSH. 

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS 



Corner of C;ourt and Washington streets, 

IB © S 'iP iD H 
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FREEMASONS' 

MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 

Vol- XXII. JANUARY 1, 1863. No. 3. 



FRIENDSHIP.— NEW-YEAR. 

" Ego Tos bortaoi taotum ponam, at anuoHiain omnibos rebiia bamania antepooatia; nihil 
est eoim tun natune aptnm, tarn oooveniena ad tea v«l Mcuudaa, val advenHui."'Oic8ro. 

FiBST, let ua wish our Brethren and readenp, one and all, *^ A Hapft 
New- Ysar/^ while they and we will unite in an earnest, heart-felt prayer 
to the Great Gk>d and Governor of all, in whose hand are the issues of 
War and Peace, and of all happiness or misery, national as well as indi- 
vidual, that this New- Year may hring back Peicb and Union to our be- 
loved country ! O how fervently must every patriotic heart desire that on 
this, the openiog day of a New-Year, the light may once more begin to 
pierce through the dense clouds of rebellion and of blood-shed, coming aa 
the harbinger of a calm, clear, lengthened day of peace about to dawn 
again upon America's horizon I That the year on which we are entering 
must be a most eventful one to our country, is plain to the dullest appre^ 
hension, for it is bom in the midst of the most momentous series of events 
that ever marked the history, not of America merely, but of any people, 
ancient or modern* May heaven grant that it may be eventful oaiy for 
good, and not be fraught with yet further and greater trials to our Qountry 
and our Brethren ! Writing as wo do in anticipation of this New- Year's 
birth, the following lines of Frederick Tennison occur to our mind with 
peculiar force : — 

** Now lAh and Deatfa armed in his presence wait : 
Genii with lampa are ataoding at the door ; 
Oh! he abail singaweet songs, he shall relate « 

Wonder and glory, and hopes untold before. 
Where is the sword to gird opon bis tfaigiir 

9 
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68 rRIBRDIHIP. 

In whatever direction you turn it is at hand — from no position is it exeli^d- 
ed — it ifi never unseasonable, never unknown, insomuch that, as they wiy, 
we do not use water or fire on more occasions than friendship ; nor am I 
now speaking of ordinary or mediocre friendship, though even that is both 
delightful and profitable, but of real and perfect friendship, such as sheds 
additional lustre on prosperity, and renders adversity more supportable by 
dividing and communicating it. And not only does Friendship comprise 
very many and signal advantages, but in this she unquestionably transcends 
every thing, that she projecU the light of a brilliant prospect of hope over 
the future, and never suffers the spirits to be unnerved or to droop. For 
he, who has a true friend to look to, beholds as it were, a sort of reflection 
of himself. Wherefore, as regards them both, when absent they are pres- 
ent, and when in poverty are rich, and though weak they are in health, 
and, a still less intelligible fact, when dead, they are alive ; to such a de- 
gree does the honor, the recollection, the regret of friends accompany 
them ; and, from this consideration, the death of the one appears to be hap- 
py, and the life of the other to be praiseworthy. But if you should remove 
from the Universe the harmony of benevolence^ neither a single family nor 
city would be able to stand, and even agriculture could not be maintained ; 
and though it may be imperfectly understood how great is the force of 
friendship and concord, yet it can be estimated from quarrels and dissen* 
sloes — for, what family is there so well established, or what commanity so 
firmly based, as that it could not be utterly subverted by dissension and 
discords ? From this fact an opinion caer be formed of the great advan- 
tage that there is in Friendship, it is recorded that a certain learned Ag* 
rigentioe proclaimed in Greek verses, this principle, that * Whatever co- 
hesions of matter, and whatever motions of bodies exist in the system of 
Nature, were produced by a principle of friendship, or of discord ;* and 
this is a principle, which all men both understand and illustrate by their 
conduct. If, therefore, any exercise of friendship has ever been exhibited 
in undergoing or sharing dangers, who is there that does not extol the act 
with the highest encomiums ? 

^* What cheers were raised throughout the entire pit on the exhibition of 
the new play lately by our guest and friend Marcus Pacuvius, when, on the 
King^s expressing his ignorance as to which of them was Orestes, Pylades 
said that he was Orestes, that he might undergo execution instead of his 
friend, and Orestes maintained, as was really the case, that he was Ores- 
tes ! If the people thus rose up and applauded in the case of a fiction, 
what must we suppose they would have done in a like case of real life ? 
Nature easily and promptly demonstmted her power, when men adjudged 
that to be rightly done in the case of another, which they could not have 
done themselves^'* 
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FftlVUMHfP. 69 

Ths tffumon made abovd ta the rh^moraMe iVietidlihTp of Orestes sn^ 
Pjlades natarally recalls the Tery similar and no less illustrioas exampto 
of Damon and Pjrthias, familiar to most of us eyen from our school-boy 
reading. We are all, however, too apt, we fear, to regard the narraliye of 
that most remarkable exhibition of disinterested friendship rather as the 
fictitious creataVe of Fenelon^s imagination, than as a fact of history ; but 
yet it was a well«attested fact, and one that should be accepted and cher- 
ished by every generous and especially every Masonic heart, as one of the 
most impressive and valuable lessons for the inculcation of those great 
and lofty principles which form the very essence of Masonry. The vivid 
and graphic dialogue-form, into which the story was so beautifully thrown 
by the genius of the good and eloquent Fenelon, is such as to commend 
it strongly to the mind of every reader capable of appreciating the power 
of genius in illustrating virtue ; but the simple facts, divested of every 
ornament, are all-sufficient in themselves to excite the sympathy of every 
heart in which good and generous emotions are not utterly blunted or de- 
stroyed. Damon was a Pythagorean philosopher, condemned to death by 
Dionysios, the tyrant of Sicily, about four hundred years before Christ. 
Having requested permission to go home and settle his affairs before suf- 
fering his appointed doom, the request was granted, on condition that his 
friend Pythias should become hostage m his stead, and suflTer the death 
destined for Damon, if the latter should not return promptly at the time 
fixed for his execution. Pythias at once took upon himself the fearful re- 
sponsibilhy of becoming security*for his friend. Damon departed to his 
home ; and to the tyrant's surprise, faithfully returned before the expira- 
tion of the time appointed, and surrendered himself for execution. It 
is but just to the memory of Dionysius to observe, that the very fact of his 
being led by this exhibition of true Friendshrp to pardon the condemned 
Damon, was a proof of his own susceptibility to generous emotions. 

From this digression let tra return for a little while to Cicero : and first 
let u» remark how often is Friendship — and, we must in all candor add, 
Masonic Brotherhood^ — made the pretext for asking favorsr and services, 
which no friend or Brother ought to ask of another. On this subject we 
find some most vatuable remarks in the treatise we are examining : — 

" Let this ihen be established as a fundamental law of friendship, to 
expect from our friend only what is honorable, and for our friend's sake, 
to do what is honorable ; not even to wail until we are asked, but to have 
our zeal ready, our reluctance distant ; — to dielight in giving honest, in- 
genuous advice; for in friendship the influence of friends, when they of- 
fer sound advice, should have the greatest weight, and this should be ap- 
plied to admonish not only candidly, but oven sharply, should the case re- 
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70 PKIB1VD8HIP. 

quire it ; and we are boaod to act in accordance with it, when so applied. 
For as to certain philosophers of Greece, I think they had some curious 
ideas, but there is nothing that they do not follow up with too much re- 
finement; as among the rest, their opinion that excessive friendships 
should be avoided, so that it may not be necessary for one to feel anxious 
for many — that every one has enough, and more than eoough to regulate, 
of his own concerns — that to be needlessly involved in the concerns of 
others is troublesome— that it was most expedient to keep the reine of 
friendship loose, so that you could either tightener relax them at pleasure* 
for these philosophers contend that the chief requisite for a happy life is 
exemption from care, which the mind cannot enjoy, if one man be, as it 
were, on the rack for others. Moreover, they are said to avow a still 
more heartless principle, that friendships are to be sought aAer for the 
sake of protection and assistance, atid not for the sake of kindness or af- 
fection, and therefore the less firmness of character and resources a man 
possesses, the more earnestly should he seek for friendships : hence it is, 
that women seek the protection of friendship, more than men, and the 
poor more than the rich, and persons in distress more than those who are 
considered fortunate in their circumstances. Oh ! Glorious Philosophy I 
for surely they seem to take the sun from the Universe, who exclude 
friendship from life ; for we receive no gift from the immortal gods more 
valuable or more gratifying than this I 

'* And what is this exemption from care that they speak of, winning in- 
deed in exterior, but in many cases deserving in its essential nature to be 
rejected and discarded ? Nor is it consistent with reason to refuse to un- 
dertake any reputable measure or proceeding, to save yourself from being 
tormented with anxiety, or to abandon it, when once underuiken. For if 
we turn our backs on care, we must turn our backs also on virtue, for it is 
impossible that she can without some amount of distress, entertain disdain 
and abhorrence for opposite qualities, as kindliness for malice, temperance 
for licentiousness, and courage for cowardice : hence it is that you may see 
the just to be most deeply indignant at unjust actions, the brave with cow- 
ards, the virtuous with the abandoned. And therefore this is the essential 
characteristic of a well regulated mind, to be delighted with what is good, 
and to be afflicted by what is contrary. So, then, if disquietude of mind 
befall a wise man (as unquestionably it does, unless we suppose all human 
sensibility to be rooted out of his heart,) what reason is there why we 
should banish friendship utterly from life, lest on its account we should 
expose ourselves to some annoyances ?^' 

Surely it must be allowed that the above passage is pregnant with the 
profoundest truth and the soundest moral teaching, and that its lessons are 
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deterviog of the deepeat aUeDtion on the part of every Brother of the Or- 
der. Perhaps those lessons may impress us the more strongly when we 
remember that they came from the pen of one who, all-illustrious as he 
was, ]Q his day and generation, as an Orator and a Statesman, was never- 
theless a heathen, removed back by an interval of nineteen centuries from 
this, our day, of modern, Christian civilization and enlightenment. How 
nobly do the sentiments of this generous and elevated heathen mind con< 
trast with the narrow and selfish philosophy of one whose maxims are vir- 
tually adopted, if not openly accepted and avowed by a large portion of 
mankind, even in our Christian country, in this enlightened ago. We 
allude to Rochefaucauld, and particularly to that detestable and cold-blood- 
ed maxim, or definition of Friendship, which has been often quoted, and 
probably almost as often acted upon, —a definition that deserves the ccn 
tempt and abhorrence of every true Mason : — ^^ Ce que les hommes ont 
nomm6 amitie, n'estq^une society qu'un menagement reciproque d^interet, 
et qu^un echange de bons offices; ce n^est enfin qu'un commerce, ou Ta- 
mour propre se propose toufour's quelque chose ^ gagner.'^ 

The commencement of a New- Year has seemed to us a peculiarly ap- 
propriate time to dwell upon the loveliness and the value of this Friend- 
ship-element of Masonry, — an element which indeed embraces all the 
others, as the whole must contain all its parts, and yet one which is not, 
we fear, understood, appreciated and acted upon so fully and so faithfully 
as it ought tcTbe. In Scotland and other Celtic countries, eveiy one is 
anxious both to have a ^' lucky first-foot^' visitor, and to ^' begin the New* 
Tear well,*' in the belief that *^ a good beginning makes a good ending ;'* 
and even if there be a shade of superstition in the Idea, it leans in a good 
direction. What a happy world would this not be — nay, to come down 
to a sphere more limited in number, though not in extent, for Masonry is 
co-extensive with the world — how happy, useful, and united would our Or- 
der be, if all its members were to act upon the noble and generous prin- 
ciples enunciated by the Roman Orator I Let us then, at all events, make 
a good commencement of the New-Year, by resolving to study and to act 
upon them to the best of our ability, both in our dealings with the Brother- 
hood of mankind in general, and still more with that of our Order in 
particular, convinced that by so doing we shall not only be performing our 
duty as Masons, but, a matter of most vital consequence at the present 
time, rendering our Body more powerful and eflfective, by means of its 
thorough union and harmony, for the accomplishment of those high and 
beneficial objects, upon which we have dwelt more than once in our last 
year's numbers. And as gentle and kindly feelings are essentially those 
with which we would desire to enter on the Nsw-Yrar, so would we de-> 
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rive an additional argumant, both for ibe forgetting and forgiving of ev^ary 
injury or offence ihe Old-Ykak may have brought us, and for the 
cherishing and cultivating of every flower of Friendship that may bud 
forth in the garden of the New- Year, from the brevity of life, which 
makes the longest enjoyment of FaiENnsBiF, and all other earthly pleas- 
ures, but brief at leu.^, for 

** So briel our ttistfliioe, a glimpae, «t the roott, 
is all we cao have of tbe few we bold dear; 
And oil even joy is unheeded and lost, 

For want of some heart, that could echo it, near. 
Ah ! well may we hope, when this short life is gone, 
To meet in some world of more permanent bliss, 
For a smile or a grasp of the hand bahtening on. 
Is all we enjoy of each other in this !" 



MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF BROTHER 
DR. WILLIAM N. LANE. 
Thb members of Henry Price Lodge of Freemasons, in Charlestowo, have 
jast erected at Pepperell, in Middlesex connty, a handsome monument to the 
memory of their late Brother and Past Master, Dr. William N. Lane. On 
Tuesday I December 2, the officers and a goodly number of the Brethren, pro- 
ceeded in the cars of the Fitchburg and Nashua and Worcester railroads to Pep- 
perell, for the purpose of consecrating the structure in Masonic fofm. The cei- 
•moniesof consecration were performed by P. D. 6. M. 6. Washington W^arren, 
assisted by the officers of Henry Price Lodge, several Brethren from Groton, and 
others. • 

The monument was prepared under the direction of a committee of the Lodge 
composed of the following, viz : Bros. F. W. Hurd, Horatio Wellington, J. B. 
Wilson, John S. Joy, Henry Doane and 6. W. Warren. ' The monument is a bro- 
ken column of Italian marble, placed on a base of Quincy granite, and was 
wrought at the establishment of Bowker, Torrey & Co. of Boston. The col- 
umn is about nine feet in height, and bears an oak leaf wreath, wrought in 
marble, on the top. On the base is the square and companses, emhlematic of 
the fraternity, and tbe following insoription*-'* Erected to their Past Master by 
the Members of Henry Price Lodge, CharlestowQy MaaSi William N. Lane, M. 
D. Born July 16, 1810. Died March 22, 1862." 

There were about forty Brethren present on the occasion, dressed in the regalia 
of the Order, and including the officers of the Lodge, as follows:-— George A. 
Lounsbury, M.j Thomas B. Harris, S. W. ; Samuel M. Nesmith, J. W.; Abel 
R Bridge, Treas. pro tern ; E. S. Wait, Secretary ; Rev. T. R. Lambert, Chaplain ; 
£. T. Woodward and Chas. A. Winslow, Deacons ; Chas. A. Sawyer and John 
S. Joy, Stewards : H. G. Waldron, Marshal ; Rowland Hill, T. 

The Brethien marched in procession to the grave, accompanied by the Boston 
Brigade Band. The W* Master, Looasbnryy made a few brief iemarkS| and R. 
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W. Bro. Lambert, P. G. C, made a prayer ; Bro. F. W. Hard, P. Master of the 
Lodge, as Chairman of the Committee, made the following Address :— 

Worshipful Masttr—la the month of March last, the members of Henry Price 
Lodge were called upon, for the first time, to moarn the death of one of their 
members; and. one who bad held the highest office in th^.y;«wer of the Lo()ge to 
bestow. He was one of the original founders of the Lodge, and contribated 
largely to its establishment and success. He was the first to fill the important 
office of Junior Warden, whence he was advanced in regular gradation to that 
station which yon, sir, now adorn. He performed the dnties of all the positions 
he filled, with faithfulness, dignity and punctuality. 

A little more than a year ago be left us, and embarked as surgeon on board 
one of the national gun-boats attached to the Gulf Squadron, intending to devote 
his professional skill to relieve the suffering, and soothe the agony, of those 
wooaded and dying in their country's cause. But alas ! the symptoms of an in- 
sidious disease betrayed that he was already marked as its victim; and that 
change of scene, climate and occupation which we had all hoped would restore 
to him the bloom of health and vigor of manhood, failed of their desired effect. 
Increasing weakness and waneing health admonished him that he must return; 
and it was among his last and most earnest wishes that be might be permitted 
agiiin to revisit his home, and die surrounded by his friends ; bat this too was 
forbidden, and he breathed his last, a stranger among strangers. His mortal re- 
mains lie beneath the sod on which we stand, and we are gathered here to per- 
petuate, in an appropriate manner, our respect for his immortal part 

The Lodge, sir, bearing in mind the respect due to one who* had rendered it 
such distinguished services ; bearing in mind the canse he served at the time of 
his decease ; and more than all, and above all, bearing in mind the love and re- 
spect they bore an honored, upright, moral and devoted friend, unanimously voted 
to erect a monument to his memoyr, A committee appointed to carry that vote 
into effect have attended to the duty assigned them, and in their behalf, I now 
surrender to you a broken column, which they have deemed a fitting emblem to 
commemorate the an timely death of one cut off in the midst of his nsefulness, 
and to perpetuate the sweet remembrance of those many virtues which shall en- 
dure till time shall be no more. 

The Master, on behalf of the Lodge, accepted the report of the Committee, and 
then requested P. D. G. Master G* Washington Warren, to perform the-servioes of 
Consecration. .After theee were perfocmed R. W. Br. Warren, who preceded 
the deceased as Master of the Lodge, delivered the following Address : — 

Worshipfid MtuUr and Brethren — By these simple and traditional ceremonies 
we consecrate this monumental work. In dedicating public bnildings and mon- 
oments in public sqnares, it is cnstomary also to pour out offerings of corn, wine 
and oil, emblematical of plenty, prosperity and peace. But in this sacred retreat, 
where repose the mortal remains of the departed, all that is required for us to do, 
is to ascertain that the operative part of Freemasonry has been properly performed. 
We have done this. We are satisfied that this work of the orait has been so 
w^l executed and so well placed that it will bide the ravages of time ; and we 
10 
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Uel-eqfMy aasurfd tM no ^ barbarp«« foi^a/ jio unholy h9»4l| «>iU toe v^ntoie 
to deseciate or doe^oy it 

It 18 good, my Broihren, that we have made this pilgrLmage. It is veil that 
we have come here to see the place where the dearest of the kio have placed in 
its final bed of congenial earth the body of our beloved Pabt Master. A little 
more than a y<ear ago, he presided in oar Lodge and held this emblem of author- 
ity. How easy now it is for us to recall his voice, remarkable for its moderate 
and kindly tone, and that countenance and form which bespoke a gentle and gen- 
erous nature ! But that voice is hushed in the silence of the grave. That form, 
80 near to us novv, is hidden from our view. That hand, which could so skillfully 
dress a wound or set a fractured limb, or could carefully mark the pulse of the 
languishing patient, or in the Loilge room could so well use the common gavel, 
or raise the initiated Brother, will never more outstretch itself again to give a 
friendly grasp. We realize now that he has departed. We remember the years 
that wo have known him. We think of his first conaing to Charlestowu, of his 
untiring energy and perseverance in his chosen vocation, of his high professional 
fluccess, of the gradual and persistent manner in which he won his way to thp 
favor of the community, of his uprightness and purity of characteri of his valua- 
ble services to the public as a member of the School Committee, of his tried 
fidelity in various associations and especially in our own, of his heroic courage in 
baffling in his own person with physical weakness and insidious disease, tho no- 
ble conflict of a vigorous mind with a body destined to premature decay ; of his 
service to his country in a distant scene, continued till his weak frame could hold 
out no more ; of his return homeward to die ; of his death in an inn, in a strange 
city, by the side of two Masonic Brothers. He was the first to go from our Lodge 
to that bourne from which no traveller returns. We unite here in the grief of 
hie friends, and especially of his surviving parent. We set up therefore this 
monument of a broken column^ betokening a life of early promise and assurevi 
success cut short tn the midst of its career of ^usefulness and honor. 

To U8 who hoped to enjoy his society, his friendship and his labors for many 
years to come, the form of this monument is a true and significant symbol. And 
it is to the living only that monuments in honor of the departed speak. But in 
the spirit- world, for him who has gone, this might not be so appropriate ^n em- 
blem. In the eye of Supreme Intelligence a thousand years are but as a day. 
The Blessed fiedeemer has declared that the Kingdom of Heaven is of euoh as 
are children. A life on earth«-the longest or the ehortest is but an equal spmi 
compared with the boundlessness of Eternity. It may well ba typified by tbe 
Sun in his daily course, who rises in the East, after a few hours passes the meri- 
/dian, and at night sinks out of human view. B«it man, .when depaitfld, like the 
«an shall rise again. His soul is superior to the sun, for we are assured it has 
immortal life, and it will survive when suns and mooas shall be no more. 

We therefore cheerfully resign ourselves to that inoJ^orable decree wiiich iiae 
aummoned our beloved Brother to depart before us. We see now that hia eoa- 
tinaed ejcistenoe here would be but a prolongation of that oaequal straggle ba^ 
tween his immortal spirit and its frail tabernacle of olay. By the side of lufl 
gfavia we bahold daatb Mvallowed up in viotpry. And lo«Jsiog forwurd IP iJh' 
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gMttf BAWfldr; Ar^vttiag tfi« things abotrt ds, the broken ootaron disappear from 
out vUnod, and in its stead we behold with the eye of faith, as typical of his earthly 
career transformed' to the life beyond the grave, the perfect Aihkr, forming a part 
of that spiritnal edifice, that boilding not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens. 



THE NEW CITY HALL. 

Tbb Corner-Stone of the new City Hall, in this city, was laid with Masonic 
and civic ceremonies on Monday, the 22d December, being the anniversary of 
the landing of the Pilgrims at Ply month in 1620. The Grand Lodge assembled 
at 11 o'clock, in a room provided for them by the Mayor in the City Hall, and 
soea after joined the city government and invited goests and proceeded to the 
platform erected at the earn end of the proposed boildiug. After mosic by the 
Brigade Band, the Chairman bf the Building Committee, Mr. Alderman F. Rich" 
ards, briefly addressed the Maydr and reqoested that the Corne^Stone might be 
laid with such ceremonies as Im should deem proper for the occasion. The ad« 
dress of the Mayor followed. It was given in full in the secnlar papers of the 
following day, and though a paper of great ability, and orf peculiar local and hie- 
torieal interest, it w^d not probably be so to the great majority of onr readers. 
At the oonclusion of his address, His Honor the Mayor addressed the M. W* 
Giaad Maater Coolidge as follows :— 

Mo9i WonkipfiU Grmmd Mmiter*^! herewith present t(y you a metalic box con- 
taining an engraved plate, bisteriesd^dueuillents and other appropriate articles, to be 
deposited by you in this corner-stone, according to the usages of your ancient Or- 
der. 

The Masonic ceremonies were then proceeded with in the usual form, the 6. 
Master giving the necessary piielhninBiy directions, and the proper Grand Officers 
applying the working-tools and pouring out the consecration elements. The R. 
W. Deputy Grand Master, Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, poured corn upon the stone 
from a golden cornucopia, saying, '* May tbo health of the workmen employed in 
this undertaking be preserved to them, and may the Supreme Grand Architect 
bleaa and prosper their labors.'' Senior Grand Warden Dr. Winslow Lewis next 
poured wine from a silver vase upon the stone saying, *^ May plenty be showered 
down npon this people, and may the blessing of the bounteous Giver of all good 
rest upon this place." The Junior Grand Warden Peter C.Jones, followed by 
pouring oil upon the stone with a similar benediction. The Grand Master then 
said : *' May corn, wine and oil and all the necessaries of life abound among this 
people, and may the blessing of Almighty God be upon this undertaking, and 
may the structure here to be erected be preserved to the latest ages, and may it 
promote the object for which it is designed." The audience than joined in sing* 
ing Old Hundred, aAer which the Grand Master addressed the Mayor and City 
Government as follows : — 

Mr, Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Council — In compliance with yoor invita- 
tion, and in conformity to ancient Masonic usage, we have now laid the corner'Stone 
of this new City Hall, and I have pronounced the foundation stone well laid, true 
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»od tratty. Under your fecial care, axid that of your soeceMoie, let tbU «dtfie« 
arise in all its mignificent proportions to be an ornament to the city and a conven- 
ience to the members of its government, and the pride and honor of her citizens. 

On the 22d day of December our minds naturally go back to the time when oar 
fore- fathers landed at Plymouth. This beautiful structure is an evidence of the im- 
provement in art, science and refinement since that day- Let it rise as an evidence 
of the consummate skill and ability of our architects and builders. Let it rise in 
its architectural beauty to be in the sight of this people a Joy forever. 

The Mayor then said — 

Mott Worthipjul Grand Maiter-^l thank you and the M. W. officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Masons, for the valuable and interesting services you have performed on 
this occasion. The invitation you so kindly accepted was tendered from a pro- 
found respect for your ancient and honored institution and I trust that hereafter wheo 
this building shall be completed and become the pride of our city, your participa- 
tion in the laying of this corner-stone will be regarded by yon with pleasare and 
satisfaction. 

We have omitted to state, in its proper place, that the consecrating prayer was 
made by the Grand Chaplain, the Rev. T. J. Greenwood, of Maiden, and it is 
but faint praise to say that is was one of the most eloquent and appropriate 
prayers we have ever heard on any similar occasion. 

The ceremonies passed off, we believe, to the satisfaction of all parties. 
The new building is to be one of imposing architectural dimensions and beauty, 
and will probably cost about two hundred and twentyfive thousand dollars, when 
completed and furnished. The location is not faVorable, and the regret will 
probably hereaAer be that a more sitelyi airy and convenient spot had not been 
chosen. 



"WHAT IS FREEMASONRY?" 
At a first view» this would seem to be a simple question, and yet how yarioas 
have been the answers given, not only by the uninitiated, but also by those who 
have been sopaf ficially instructed in its mysteries. Some have considered it to 
be an institution framed for the purposes of benevolence merely ; others judging 
from its implements and symbols, suppose it to be connected in some way with 
artisans and operative stone-masons, while others again take it for a mere convi- 
yial society. Numerous and various have been the definitions of Freemasonry by 
Masonic authors in different ages. la an ancient manuscript suppoaed to have 
been written in the time of Henry VL, we read that " it beeth the skylle of na- 
ture, the understandinge of the myghle that ys hereyone, and its sundrye werk- 
ynges." Bro. Anderson claims that <* the end, the moral and purport of Masonry 
is, to subdue our passions, not to do our own will ; to make a daily progress in a 
laudable art, and to promote charity, good fellowship, good nature and humanity." 
Another definition, by a writer of the middle of the ISth century, is peculiarly 
cosmopolitical : *^ Masonry is a science confined to no particular country, but ex- 
tends over the whole terrestrial globe. Wherever art fiourishes there it flour- 
ishes also, as a universal language, uniting by its obligation^ men of the most 
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^ifierant nations to kind and friendly offioM." Again, Freemasonry is said to be 
" a benevolent order, instituted by virtnons men, for the praiseworthy purpose of 
spreading the blessings of {norality and soience amongst all ranks and descrip- 
tions of men." Others define it to be *' the grand and universal science which 
ioclndes all others, bnt having a more immediate reference to those branches 
which teach ns a knowledge of ourselves, and our duty to others;" and finally, 
" Masonry is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated 
by symbols." 

From all these definitions we conclude that Masonry is an institution which is 
applicable to all mankind, in all ages and conditions of humanity. They need 
no comment; the reference which they contain to universality, to the application 
of Masonry, by men of all countries, sects and opinions, are too evident to be de- 
nied and too plain to admit of dubitation or dispute. Yet none of these defini- 
tions are sufiSciently explicit, nor do they fully and distinctly express the true na- 
ture, object and intention of Freemasonry, as it now exists over all the earib, and 
as it was designed to be by those who revived the ancient customs and reorgan- 
ised the society in the early part of the 18th century. 

If we take a survey of mankind, we find men, in their efforts to improve their 
condition and thereby to secure their terrestrial happiness, uniting together and 
forming separate stations and communities. These separate and distinct states 
will have different climates and consequently different requirements, difierent 
manners and customs, dififerent ideas and doctrines of morality, and finally difiTer- 
ent religions. Each individual member or citizen of these separate states, has 
naturally at least, the immediate interest of his own particular state or nation, by 
which his own interest can be secured ; and hence arises that political egoHsmf 
from which springs unjust views and opinions concerning other states, partisan 
conceptions of the world's history, leading to the love of war, the ambition and 
covetousness of the conqueror, and estranging and separating state from state, 
nation from nation, man from man. This is one of the inevitable evils of all 
civil communities, but without which no civil community can exist. If we go 
farther, we see that even within each separate state or community this dividing, 
separating power, is continued to infinity, erecting barriers between the difierent 
classes, the high and the low, the rioh and the poor, classes which must necessa- 
rily exist in all communities. Thus we see that the blessings and advantages of 
civil union cannot be obtained without the accompanying disadvantages to which 
ve have alluded, and that no form of civil society or government can be exempt 
from these necessary evils. But because these divisions, these necessary evils, 
do exist and must, from their very nature continue to exist, is that any reason 
why we should deem them good and desirable 1 And would not any meanst which 
might tend to render these evils as harmless as possible in their efforts, without 
diminishing the advantages to be derived from the union of men in states or com- 
munities ; would not such means be consequently good and desirable 1 If there- 
fore, we can imagine a society, composed of men of every country ^ state and na- 
tion, men who are above their national prejudices — who know precisely where pa. 
triotism ceases to be a virtue — who yield not to the prejudices of their own reli- 
gion-^who are not blinded by their, eivil rank or statioO| nor disgusted by their 
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aa poeaible Ihoaa aeparatKma, tlioBtf diviftona, which hare rendered men so ^tniflge, 
00 cold, ft . distruatfol of one another — rach a society would indeed be a benefi- 
cial, a noble, a God-Hke ene. And anoh a aoeiety does exiat ; and tbif ia the sttn, 
the object, the fittmbn ef Freemasonry. Masonry is bat another name fbr fbat 
Brotherly lore which ahoold mite all noreii nder God's heavena, who are all efail- 
dren of the same Almighty parent, wheresoever dispersed ; and this tore trill 
teach mtn^firH of a//, to desire the welfare of mankind-^-of 00 manJfcdaf-^aiid to 
promote that welfare by tbonght, word, and &e%^. By and through this \ore alone 
can the citizen acquire frtie patriotism, the religiona man true relisSon. Masonry 
can and will educate man to the higher morality of a citizen of the wM^ which 
indeed includes the lower morality of a eiHzen ofaafaU^ but in its perfected and 
ennobled from, purified from the prejudices, the diaadFantagea to which we hare 
alluded. I ican and will educate the religious man to that higher religion-^to that 
*^ religion in which all men agree,'* which indeed embraces the lower religion of 
creeds and sects, but dirested of all intolerant, uncharitable viewa and prejudicea. 
Such is the mission of Masonry, '^ the grand and univereal science, which in- 
cludes all others"— teaching; the relative and social duties of man, pn the broad 
and extensive basis of general philanthropy ; and he who doea not find hia heart 
warmed with love toward M mankind should never itrive to be made a Freemason , 
for he eannoi exercise Brotherly love. — Jnen, 



OUR COUNTRY AND OUR ORDER. 

Wk have arrived at a time in the history of our country when it may be expect- 
ed that the Masonic Fraternity of this great and flourishing State shall, in Grand 
Lodge capacity, express their sentiments in'relation to our duties as citizens, and 
our duties to each other as members of the Mystic Brotherhood. Our duties as 
citizens are clear, plain and distinctly defined. Every Mason, as a citizen, is 
nnder pecnliar obligations to be a peaceful citizen ; to be subject to the laws of 
the country in which he lives, and at all times to pay due deference to the gov- 
ernment under whose protection he enjoys his high privileges as a citizen and 
Mason. Our duties as Masons, aside from our civil requirements^ are as clearly 
defined. 

The great object of our Order is to make men wiser, better, and consequently 
happier. The cardinal principles of Brotherly Love, Belief, and Truth are to be 
at an times remembered and enforced, and the result arising therefrom extended 
to every worthy Brother. Although War, with its ten thousand calamities^ may 
surround us; revolution and rebellion may be rife throughout the land; and the 
worst passions of the human heart may be engaged in the great strife ; yet we as 
Masons have a duty to perform which we are not at liberty to lay aside or repudi- 
ate. In discharging the duty we owe to each other^ as Masons, we are not per* 
mitted at any time to disregard the duty we owe to our government. 

To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on 
Mafons, who are linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere afifection. 
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To m0im ihe miliappjr, to syoiptthke with th«ir miBfoitams, to cooapaiBkMiaie 
their nuterioi^ and to rostore peace to their troubled miDds, is the jrand aim wo 
have in Ttoir. Theie dotiea no trae Mason can set aside. 

Charity — the best aliribute of the Gaeat I Am — we are at all times to extend 
V) an erring Brother. In lactt whenever a worthy Brother calls, Uiat call should 
be heeded and such aid afforded as the circumslanoes may seem to require. Yet 
in ail onr actions we should do nothing which would in any manner violate our 
cfaligation as true and loyal citizens of this noble and glorious Republio. 

Our duties as citizens and Masons are clearly presented in all the teacbinga 
which we have received, from the time of our fi»t entrance upon the ground 
floor to our admission within the most sacred place. And while we are guided 
by the unerring principle of Divine Truth, as laid 4qvu 'm the book of Revela- 
tions, and follow the teachings of the Symboliftm of Masonry, we cannot materi- 
ally err.— .^ddrew of Q. M. of JUinois. 



LODGES IN THE ARMY. 
Thjb following is extracted from a speech delivered by R. W. James Barnes, 
K. H., Prov. G. M. of Bombay, India, on his visit to the Prov. Grand Lodge in 
Calcutta : — 

** The Duke of York, when he sanctioned Lodges in the army, foresaw their ad- 
▼antages, not only as inducing the soldier to obtain and retain a character, but in 
conferring on him also a sure protection in the time of need. Every one knows 
that even in the fnry of the late war, the charters, diplomas, and insignia of 
Lodges used to be returned with courtesy after an engagement, I am old enough 
to recollect when my own father, fhe Master of a Lodge, and a magistrate, took 
the responsibility of removing some French prisoners from jail to his own house, 
because they were Brethren. And it was only last night that Col. Logan, a brave 
officer of the Peninsnla, but no Mason, mentioned to me an authentic anecdote, 
which will interest you. A whole battalion of the 4th Foot had been taken pris- 
onem, and the officers stripped of everything. Several of tbem were bemoaning 
their lot in a dreary abode, when to their surprise they saw a aubaltern of their 
corps p9»mg along with a gay step, in full dress. The explanation was yerj 
simple. Haviag been diaoovered to be a Mason, his uniform and baggage had 
been immediately restored to him, and he was then going by epecial invitation to 
dine with the French Field Marshal ! Some of you may have heard the revered 
Bro. Blaquiere, whose Masonic reminiscences, communicated as they are with 
such perfect jcsourtesy and taste, possess the most intense interest, Qiientioo the cir- 
cumstance of a party of ladies and gentlemen having been taken prisoners in the 
Bay of Bengal by the French frigate La Forte^ bnt who were all afforded the 
means of escape on the captain*s discovering that there was the Master of one of 
the Calcutta Lodges among them. It is needless to multiply instances, since every . 
one knows that a Masonic token has often arrested the sword of the destroyer^ 
and I would bot ask those who represent our Order as a musty relic of bygone 
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timesi altogether incompatible with the golden age in which we live, to point out 
any other invention of man which could so soften the miseries of war, and heigh- 
ten the courtesies of life between individuals of contending nations. For mj own 
part, I conceive that, until the light of true religion shall pervade the universe, 
and the happy period arrive when the whole world shall become a Lodge, and 
every man a Brother, the fondest enthusiast for the amelioration of the human race 
can scarcely dream of a condition of society, to which the enforcement of the ob- 
ligation of Brotherly love, relief, and truth can be inapplicable, or otherwise than 
a blessing; and I glory in the conviction, that Masonry was never more extended , 
triumphant, and influential than at the present moment." 



MASONIC JOTTINGS FROM A ROAD. 

GaAifo OaiBMT of Italy.— •Bro. Haymao, of the Supreme Grand Council of 
France, hae been nominated and received as the representative of the Grand Ori- 
ent of Italy to the Grand Orient of France. 

Grand OaiENT OF Comstantine, Algeaia.—A new Lodge, which was work- 
ing under dispensation, has been formally consecrated in Algeria. This Lodge, 
named Les Hospitaliera de Constantine, is No. 163 on the roll of the Supreme 
Grand Council of the 33d Ecossais of France, and bids fair to be of great service 
amongst the French colonists and the Arab tribes, by which they are surrounded. 

The Masonic Flag of France. — The Supreme Council of France, some years 
since, originsted a decree by which Masonic sailors should be more readily able 
to asic assistance, in time of need, from other ships, manned or commanded by 
Brethren of the Order, This very useful suggestion consists in hoisting a flag 
bearing a square and circle on a blue ground. To change this sign of recog- 
nition into one o( distress, the method is to reverse it similarly to the mode adopt- 
ed in the French Navy with the national flag under the like circumstances. 

Masonic Festival for Orphans.— The eleventhye(« for the benefit of Masonic 
Orphans, took place at the Lac Saint Fargeau, Paris, on the 25th ulL It comprised 
a concert, dinner, a second concert, ball, fireworks, waterworks, and amuse- 
ments of every kind. This new institution has been very successful, and is one 
of the principal resources of the charity in question ; so much so, that the author- 
ities will be enabled to extend its benefits to six more children at once, with a 
prospect of further increasing the nomber. 

Two Old Masons.— The Lodge of ** The Happy Ferdinand," at Magdebonrg, 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of the reception of one of its most distinguished 
Brethren, Bro. Kapherr, the father of the Lodge, an old town councillor, of eighty- 
nine years of age. After sixty years' membership he is still a constant attendant 
at his mother Lodge. The Lodge Hermine, of Buckbourn, celebrated the fiftieth 
anniveraary of its Master, Bra Funk, with great rejoicing, and, after a banquet, 
presented their W. M. with an elegant candelabra. 
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THE ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE 
FRATERNITY OF MASONS. 

[ Cod duded from page 55.] 

Having dow raviewed the history and organization of the German 
Stone-masoos, we will turn our attention to the English branch of the Fra* 
ternity, and endeavor to trace it from its first establishment^ until its final 
transformation into a universal humauitary institution, whose sole future 
aim was to be the erection of a temple based on the broad foundation of 
brotherly love, relief and truth. 

When in the 5th century, Britain became the spoil of northern warriors^ 
all progress was nipped in the bud. The various works erected by the 
Romans were destroyed. Civilization became stationary, or rather, retro- 
graded, as in other decaying Roman provinces. The demi-savage con- 
querors, the Angles and Saxons, like all other nations in their infancy, 
destroyed whatever they knew not how to prize, until finally, with the in- 
creasiog spread of Christianity, manners became more gentle, and more 
humane viow« began to prevail. The people began to improve their pub« 
lie and private buildings, and to repair and rebuild what had been destroy- 
ed by the ravages of time and war. Alfred the Great, the founder of the 
University of Oxford, (872 — 900,) and a patron of Art and Science, also 
gave his attention to Architecture, employing for this purpose such Archi* 
tacts as he could find. During the reign of Athelstan, many skillful 
Arobitacts oame from foreign lands, especially from the neighboring 
couotriosof France and Germany, where the art of building had already 
made important progress. ^ At this time the construction of all religious 
edifices in England, was under the supervision of the clergy. Among 
those monks who were especially noted for their architectural skill, we 
may memion Dunstan, a Benedictine, Archbishop of Canterbury, (946,) 
Oswald, Bishop of Worcester, and Ethelbald, Bishop of Winchester. 

Prom the 6th to the 9th century, many British monks travelled to Ger* 
many, in order to propagate the Christian religion, and here they also 
erected churches and monasteries. Towards the end of the 13th century 
and at the beginning oi the 14th, we find that German architects and 
workmen were invited to come to England and Scotland, in order to assist 
in the oonatruction of religious edifices. We thus see that there was at a 
very early day a constant and reciprocal communication between these 
coontpies. The German element had already been introduced among the 
English noBsons, when the Normans became masters of the land, and the 
Danes and Saxons had usurped ail craAs and trades. This was still more 
the case, when the Gothic style, which was the peculiar secret of the Ger* 
roan Stone-masons, began to be adopted in England. There is scarcely 
any doubt that German workmen were employed in the erection of the 
Gothic edifices of England, constructed during the 14th century, and it is 
not improbable that most of the architects of that period were Germans, 
in the absence of details concerning the history of medieeval English ar* 
chitecture, this fact can not be shown with certainty, yet many well' known 
names of architects, suph as Schaw, J. Swalwe, Stephen Lote, &c.,seem 
to furnish testimony that such was actually the case. The roMs of the 
workmen employed in the erection of the old English Cathedrals* also 
11 
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contain a large proportion of German names. When we take into condd- 
eration the number of immense buildings, erected in England and Scot- 
land during the 14th and 15th centuries, and which required a countless 
host of workmen and a long series of years for the'r completion, we must 
be convinced that the native artizans could not possibly have sufficed. 
The English historians all admit this. Laurie{*) says, " In every country 
where the temporal and spiritual jurisdiction of the Pope was acknowledg- 
ed, there was a continual demand, particularly during the 12ih century, 
for religious structures, and consequently for operative masons, * * * 
and there was no kingdom in Europe, where the zeal of the inhabitants 
for Popery was more ardent, — the kings and nobles more liberal to the 
clergy, — or the church more richly endowed than in Scotland. The de- 
mand, therefore, for elegant Cathedrals, and ingenious artists, must have 
been proportionally greater here than in other countries, trnd that demand 
could be supplied only Jrom the trading associations on the Continent. 
When we consider in addition to these facu3,thnt this society monopolized 
the building of all the religious edifices of Christendom, we are author- 
ized to conclude that the numerous and elegant ruins which stiil adorn 
various parts of Scotland, were erected by foreign Masons^ who introdu- 
ced into this island the customs of their Order^ 

Preslon,(2) in alluding to the slate of Masonry under the patronage of 
Austin, the Benedictine monk, says that " many foreigners came into 
England, who introduced the Gothic style of building?'* 

It appears, therefore, certain that German bjjilders did travel to Eng- 
land, and that they brought with them and introduced among the English 
Masons, the peculiar usages and customs of their Lodges. It must be re- 
membered also, that these same usages and customs, which we find repro- 
duced almost literally in the old laws ftnd rituals of the English Masons, 
are essentially German in their character ; that they are based on usages 
and customs of the greatest antiquity, many of which existed in the earli- 
est ages among the ancient German barbaric tribes, and have been handed 
down to the present day. 

Like the German Stone-masons, the English Masons also formed fra- 
ternities, or associations, the members of which recognized one another by 
secret signs. But the latter was not as free and independent as the for- 
mer, and were always more or less under the surveillance of the govern- 
ment, possessing merely the right to assemble, levy contributions from 
their members, choose their Master and Wardens, and hold their meet- 
ings and feasts. Wherever a building was being erected, their Lodges 
were to be found ; and their meetings were usually held in the morning, 
before sunrise. The Master stood in the East and the Brethren formed a 
half circle about him. Aflera prayer, each Craftsman's daily work was 
pointed out to him, and he was instructed how to execute it. In the even- 
ing they again assembled af\er labor, for prayer, and their daily wages 
were paid to them. In stormy weather they assembled in a Convent-hall, 
or some other roomy place. In fair weather they met generally under 
the open heavens, on the top of a hill, where no one could listen to their 
proceedings, and these meetings they termed Lodges\^) Before opening 
the Lodge, guards were stationed to keep off inquisitive strangers, and to 
prevent the iminitiated from approaching* The expression ^* ii raim^* 
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used to denote the approach of n cowan or eavesdropper, is derived from 
the punishment inflicted on a listener, when caught, namely, ^^ to he placed 
under the eves of the house in rainy weather, until the water ran in at his 
shoulders and out at his shoes/' 

The first known document in which the name Free-mason, Free-stone- 
masnn^ (one who works in /ree-5/one, a stone-cutter, as distinguished from 
Raugh^mason^ an ordinary mason,) is used to denote the Stone-masons of 
England, is an Act of Parliament of the year 1350, (25 Edward I.) In 
this, as well as in many following Statutes, down to the i7th century, they 
are treated like other Craf\s, or Guilds ; their rate of wages ordained, and 
in some of the earlier Acts they are forbidden to leave their place of resi- 
dence without the permission of the authorities, or that of the landed pro« 
prietors ; thus it is evident that they were considered as bondsmen of the 
soil. Previous to this time, they travelled with the monks of the various 
Convents to which they were attached, but this custom afterwards censed. 
As early as 136U, ^* Congregations, Chapters, Regulations and Oaths,' 
were forbidden anfong them ; an ordinance which in after centuries was 
often renewed and stringently enforced. From these Statutes we perceive 
that the Masons were not the proteges of the kings and nobility, whom 
Masonic historians are so anxious to represent as Grand Masters. 

These numerous Acts and Ordinances seem also to hint at the fact, that 
the object of their assemblies was in opposition to the laws of the realm, < 
and (or the purpose of extorting a higher rale of wages. In 1*)89, it was 
enacted, that in case of resistance, the Justices of the Peace might call in 
the assistance of the Sheriffs and other officers. An old MS. mentioned by 
Preston, says ^^ That when the Masters and Wardens met in a Lodge, the 
Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the city, or the Alderman of the 
town in which the Congregation is held, should be made fellow and soci- 
ate to the Master, in the help of him against reliels, and for upbearing the 
rights of the realm.'' Anderson, as usual, attempts to turn this circum- 
suince into an honor for the fraternity, and pretends that these officers 
wero present at the assemblies as initiated Brethr<>n. But we can hardly 
believe that at this time, amateurs could have been present as accrpled 
Masons, or honorary members. At an earlier and Inter period, it is possi- 
ble that the patrons afipointed by the King to supervise the work, may have 
been present nt their assemblies, but they assuredly had no knowledge of 
the secret customs and usages of the Craft. In 1495, all artisans and 
workmen were again forbidden to use ^* liveries, signs and tokens." in 
1548, all the building craft were permitted to practise their art freely, in 
the whole kingdom of England ; but this permission was again revoked 
the following year, except so far as concerned the city 'of London. Il is 
evident^ therefore, that the Freemasons were considered as a more guild, 
and were subject to the laws relating to guilds, like any other trade or 
company. 

That the English Freemasons and German Stone-masons were one and 
the same corporation can now scarcely be doubted. This being the case, 
we can no longer wonder at the striking resemblance which exists between 
the old English Constitutions and the Keguilations of the German Stone- 
masons. The principal point in which they differ, is the difference be- 
tween the English ftod Oermaa terms of apprenticeship, the former requir- 
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iDg sevM and the latter ^e yean of teirice. In Gennaoy, the Fellow- 
Craft was also required to travel for two or more yean, before be was 
qualified to become a Master ; while in England, the Apprentice, having 

faithfully served his time could at once become a Fellow and then Master, 
without further probation, 'i'he German Masons were in a great measure 
free and independent, while the English were always under the supcnri- 
aion of the government 

The German (Gothic) was the prevailing style of Architecture in Eng- 
land and throughout the northern part of Europe, down to the 16th century. 
In Italy, however, about the beginning of the 15th century, the Augustan 
style was restored and subsequently was trasplanted to England. Sev- 
eral English gentlemen who had returned from their travelsin Italy, brought 
home fraicments of old colunins, curious drawings and books of architec- 
ture. Sir Thomas Sackville, at that time (1660) patron of the Freema- 
sons, and an enthusiastic amateur of architecture, devoted much attention 
to the subject and invited other men of means and taste to make similar 
journeys. Among the number was the celebrated Inigo Jones, a talented 
young painter, who made the tour of Italy in company with William Her- 
bert, Earl of Pembroke. On his return to England, he laid aside his pen- 
cil, and confining his study to Architecture, soon introduced the Augustan 
style, which gave the death-blow to the ancieat Gothic. In 1607, be was 
appointed general surveyor to King Jaanes L, and was also at the same 
time appointed by the King aa patron of the Freemasons, which position 
he held until 1618. The Lodges at this time were insiituied after the 
model of the Italian schools, and it is said that many eminent, wealthy and 
learned men were initialed into the Fraternity.!^ ) it was about this pe- 
riod that the general assemblies of the craft, which had hitherto been held 
annually, were now held quarterly. It also began to be customary to hold 
the Lodges in the various taverns, where the meetings genemlly concluded 
with a banquet. 

A complete change had now come over English Architecture, and in 
place of the former Gothic style, the modern imiiaiioa of the ancient Ro- 
man, was universally adopted. A like change took place m the composi- 
tion of the Lodges ; which were abandoned by many of the members, who 
joined the incorporated company of Masons. The ancient symboliain of 
church architecture, which constituted the chief element in the secret doc- 
trine of the former Lodges, had now lost its practical value. At this peri- 
od also, philosophy, nurtured by the study of the ancient classical authors, 
had taken a new flight, the art of printing had made education more gen- 
eral, universities and colleges contributed to the general enlightenmeBt, and 
through the Rcfoimation, clearer views had been difibsed, not only on re- 
ligion, but on all branches of science. Mankind had distanced the quiet 
eSarts of the Stone-masons. The liberal religious opinions of the laiier, 
concerning the dogmas and ordinances of the church, ihe tyranny of tlie 
Romish see, and the immorality of the priests and monks, which hitherto 
they had only ventured to express in those sarcastic caricatures of which 
we have already spoken, could now be unreservedly proclaimed aloud ; — 
they no longer possessed any secrets or mysteries, i heir peculiar sym 
holism of church architecture, all that still remained to them, — was out of 
date and of no further practical utility. It is not airai^ge, thereioref that 



Digitized by 



Google 



or THB PmATBRiriTy OV MAftOI«l». ^ 

tbe bond of frateniity gmdosliy grew weaker and weaker. Yet in the 
meaDlime,ciTeun»taDces had occurred which were of great itnportafkce for 
the future,— ^which were the preparation of the present institution and the 
beginning of a new epoch for tbe Society. 

Hitherto tbe Masons, with the exception of the ecclesiastical and secular 
patrons of the craft, were composed wholly of actual workmen, masons, 
stone-cutters and carpenters. Towards the close of the 16th and begin- 
ning of the 17th century, persons who were not operatives began to unite 
with the Freemasons. The oldest records of St. Mary's Lodge, at Edin- 
burgh, which is acknowledged as the oldest Lodge, in Scotland, inform us 
that Thomas Boswell, Esq. of Auchinleck, was chosen as Warden of the 
Lodge in the year 1600, and that Robert Moray, Quarter Master General 
of the Scottish army, was made a Master Mason in i64L It also appears 
from the Diary of the learned antiquary, Ellas Ashmole,that he was made 
a Mason in a Lodge at Warrington, Lancashire on the 16th Oct., 1646. 
These are the three oldest authentic names of non-operative members of 
tbe Fraternity. Subsequently many learned, wealthy and eminent men 
were admitted to the Society, they were distinguished from the working 
masons by the appellation of ^^ accepted Masons,^' and as might have been 
expected contributed not a little in giving an entirely new character to the 
fraternity. Their influence wha sensibly felt, their wealth, education, so- 
cial position and political influence contributed much towards the flnal re- 
organization of the institution. In consequence of the Revolution, Ma- 
sonry continued in a declining state for many years and was so much re- 
duced in the south of England, that no more than seven Lodges met in 
London and the suburbs, and a few other Lodges only occasionally met in 
different places.(^) 

Tbe whde spirit of the English nation had at this period taken a new 
direction, preparing itself as it were, to cast aside the ancient superstitions 
and to cultivate the fruitful domain of natural philosophy. This resolution 
to cast off every burdensome yoke, initiated by Bacon in philosophy, and 
by Cromwell in politics, soon pervaded the entire generation (•) The uni- 
versal desire to submit their old ideas to anew and thorough investigation, 
spread rapidly under the reign of Charles II., and was manifested in every- 
thing. At the very tlifhe when the sceptical chemist Boyle was engaged 
va bis philosophical researches, Charles II. founded the lloyal Society, with 
the avowed object of aiding science by actual experiments of natural, in 
opposition to supernatural knowledge. 

As a necessary result of the bold, investigating and reformatory spirit, 
which had thus seized upon the three great domains of theology and poli- 
tics, were initiated those great legislative reforms, which have rendered 
the reign of Charles 11. ever memorable. The censorship of the press 
was abolished, personal liberty assured, and finally the Aci uf 1 oleration 
was passed, (1689.) 

This whole intellectual movement must necessarily have exerted an im- 
portant influence on the Fraternity of Masons, and there is scarcely a doubt 
it contributed essentially to its flnaltransformation into a universal human- 
itary society ; whilo on the other hand it had the effect of introducing into 
that society, mneh that was originally foreign to the institution and which 
from kindred societies of an earlier period. To this circum- 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 ORIOm AND BABLT «I«TORT OF MAIOiraT. 

9taDoe we may trace the origia of roaoy tymboli aod oefemonies which 
have no connection whatever with the old fraternity of operative Masons. 

At this time also, Bacon had just published his '^ New Atlantis^% a ro- 
mance, the allusions in which have misled some Masonic writers in iheir 
opinions concering the origin of Freemasonry ;(^) — Alchemy still contin* 
ued to be practised, — Dupuy's celebrated work on the " Templars" had 
created intense sensation and attracted general attention to this once famous 
Order, — English Deism,(^) had already taken deep root among all classes 
of the people. At such a time, an institution then verging to decay, must 
have been peculiarly susceptible of external influences, and much that 
was new may at that time have been introduced, gradually, and without 
attracting attention. 

The commingling of the ^^ accepted^' with the working masons, must 
also have had a very important influence on the Fmternity by reason of 
the superior education, the wealth and the social position of the former* 
These *^ accepted^' Masons now brought forth from the guild -chests the 
mouldering Records of the Lodges, and revived the old Masonic tradi- 
tions. On the 27th December, 166/}, a general assembly of the Masons 
was held, at which Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans, was chosen Grand 
Master. At this assembly several additional regulations were made for 
the better government of the Lodges. These regulations^ ® ) plainly show 
that the Fraternity was already beginnina to assume a new character* 

Plot, in his " Natural History of Staffordshire, Oxford, li>86," gives an 
interesting account of the Freemasons, and states, that '^ persons of the 
most eminent quality did not disdain to be of this feliowship.'* 

In 1660, when Thomas Savage, Earl of Rivers, was patron of the Ma* 
sons, the few Lodges then existing, partially revived, in consequence of 
the Great Are of London, which destroyed one hundred churches and 
thirteen thousand houses. Sir Christopher Wren, surveyor general of the 
royal buildings, and a celebrated archlteet, not only drew up the plan for 
rebuilding the city, but superintended the same from 1667 to lG7->. Ac- 
cord mg to Anderson, Wren was Grand Master in 1685; this, however, 
is impossible, as he was only made a Mason in 1691 ('^) During the 
building, the old Lodge of St. Paul's (afterwards the Lodge of Antiquity) 
met regularly with some other Lodges, but during \he reign of James IL 
the fraternity were much neglected. In 16S8 James il. fled, and William 
of Orange ascended the throne. During his reign the communications of 
the Lodges were continued, but after his death, in 1702, the Lodges again 
decreased, and the annual festivals were entirely neglected. Wren's age 
and infirmaties drew off his attention from the duties of his office, and the 
numbers of the Brethren had become so reduced, that in order to increase 
them, a proposition was made and afterwards agreed to, that '^ the privi- 
leges of Masonry should no longer.be restricted to Operative Masons but 
extend to men of various professums^ provided they were regularly ap- 
proved and initiated into the Order." 

Here, then, we are at the end of the history of Ancient Masonry. By 
this resolution tho operative mason who had for a long time past been 
gradually decreasing, now acknowledged that it was out of their power 
any longer to continue their Fraternity ;-*they had fulfilled their mission, 
by carefully preserving their aDctent laws aod usages, and traosmiuing 
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them AS an heritage to the first Grand Lodge of England. Henceforth the 
central point must be sought for within the circle of the Accepted Mnsons. 

The lung contemplated separation of the Fn*emnsoniji from the opera- 
tive guilds was now quickly carried into eflect, and the institution strode 
forward to its complete and perfect transformation. From the materials, 
slowly and regularly prepared, deep in the medieval twili&ht of the Mid 
die Ages, and handed down by the old building associations, arose a new 
and beautiful creation. Modem Freemasonry was now taught as a !«pirit* 
ualized art, and the fraternity of operative masons was exalted to a Broth- 
erhood of symbolic builders, who in place of visible, perishable temples, 
are engaged in the erection of that one invisible, eternal temple of the 
heart and mind, ever to be conducted in wisdoTVi, supported in strength, 
and adorned by beauty. It was not the mysteries of ancient paganism 
which have been thus transmitted to us—noi the doctrines of primitive 
Christianity or Christian gnosticism — nor the inanimate shadows of a 
downfallen cliivalric Order, which are now conjured up, — but the pure 
and gentle spirit of Brotherly Love, Kelief and Truth which has descend- 
ed upon us. May it rest upon and abide with us evermore. 
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10. Halliwell's Early History of Freenoasoory. Freemasons* Magazina, Jana, 
1859, p. 1025. , 



WEST. 

In the early a«;e8 of the world, the wisdom of men was concentrated in the east- 
ernmost partit nf the earth ; and the nations which had disseminated themselves 
alonsr the shores of the Mediterranean, to the west of the plains of Shinar, were 
obliged to return towards the Eist, in seaich of the knowledge ot their forefatherp. 
The West was then • place of darknesM, and who soaght light, was obliged to 
leave it and travel to the East. In astronomy there is the Mme pecaliariiy in re- 
lation to the course of lisht. The earth revolves upon its axis from we^t to east. 
But the sun rises in the latter point, and wbilo the eastern hemisphere is enjoying 
the light of day, the western pans of the globe are enveloped in darkness ; until, 
by the diurnal revolution of the earth, they are brought towards the East, and 
placed within tho influence of the enlightening rays of the solar orb. Masons do 
not forget these facts in history and science ; and they know that be who, being 
ia tho darkness of the Weat, would seek true light* mosl travel to the EaaU 
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ORGANIZATION 

OF THE 

M. W. GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPl'ED MASONS 

OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSiCHUSETTS, FOJK 1863. 

M. W. WillMm ParkfiMD, of Bcvtoo, Graod Matter. 

K. W. ChaHeM C Dame, of Newburyport, Deputy Grand Matter. 

'* WiUiBm G. Martin of Boston. S-nior GrMod Wurden. 

*' Daniel Reynolds, of Springfield Junior Grand Warden. 

** John McClellan. ot B<ii4oii, Grand Treaaurer. 

** Cbarlea W. Mooie,cir Buaion. Recording Grand Seeratarv. 

** (Charles L. Woodbury, of Boatnn, Corresponding Grand Secretary. 

W. Rev. William R. Alger, of Boston. ) r> r'-K.^ujn. 

» Rev. «^illiam Si. Siudley» of New Bedfoni, ) ^' «-'»»«P«»n»' 

'* William D Strutton, of Melroae, Grand Marshal. 

** Samuel P Oliver, of Boston, Senior Grand Deacon. 

*< Henry Mnlliken, ot Waltham, Junior Gmnd Deacon. 

*< William F. Salmon, oi Lowell. ' 

" J. H Upham, of Dorchester, 

<• S. A. Tripp, of New Bedford, 

** Solon Thornton, of Boston, 

** James A. Dupee, of Boston, Grand Sword Bearer. 



Grand Stewards. 



** £. D. Bttncrod, of Groion, } 

•< L kL Gamwell, of Pittsfield, V Grand Lecturera. 

« Ivory H. Pope, of Boston, S 

«• William H. Kent, of Boston, Grand Chorister. 

** Irving 1. Uarwood, ol Boaion. Grand Organist. 

" Eben F. Gay, of Boston, Grand Tyler. 

DI8TBICT BSPUTT GBAKD MASTERS. 

JL W. Benjamin Dean, of Boaton, 

<• William Sutton, of Salem, 

«* William S. Gardner, of LoweU, 

^ Cliesler L. Chamberlain, of MiUord, 

*' d. B. Thaxter, of Abtngton, 

•* Rev. J. W. Dadman, ot Woroeater, 

*' James M Cook, of Taunton, 

*' Rev. R S. Pope of Hyannis, 

*' Henry Chickering, of Pittsfield, 

•« E. P. Graves, of Greenfield, 

* Rev. T. J. Greenwood, of Maiden, 

'* William W. Baker, of Boston, 

" Geoige U. Kendall, Deputy lor ChUi, South America, 
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BOABD OF DIBBCT0B8. 

[ton Warren, ' 



William Parkman, William C. Martin. Daniel Reynolda, Charlea W Moore, ^x^fimiB—iobu 
T. Heard, Win»low Lewis, William North, G. Wa>ljingto "' 



William D. Coulidge. 

AtTDITING COMMITTEB. 
S. D. Nickeraon, C. J. F. Sherman, and Sylvester Trull. 

C 0,M MITTEE ON THE LIBBABT. 
Wioalow Lewis, J . U. Sheppaid, A. T. Lowe^ 

COMMITTEE ON GHABIIY. 
S H. Gregory, William Read, E. F. Gay, L. L. TaibttU, Edwaid Steema. 
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MOUNT LEBANON LODGE FESTIVAL. 

The Lodge was opened in Corinthian Hall, at 7 o'clock, Dec. 19th, 1862, for 
the purpose of Installing its Officen*, and after transacting sonrre business neces* 
sary to be done in Lodge, the doors were thrown open, and the ladies who had 
gathered in Ionic Hall, to the number of two hundred, were invited to enter the 
Lodge room, where they were briefly welcomed by the Master as follows : — 

Friends, Welcome ! In the name of Monnt Lebanon Lodge, I Sid you a hearty 
welcome. Welcome, Ladie.4, too seldom seen within our Lodge room ; welcome 
here to night to participate in the festivities of the evening ; to witness our oere- 
mony of Installation, and spend with us a few hours in social intercourse. To 
you Masonry may indeed have seemed exclusive in its forms ; this is not really 
so : we meet here at stated periods to perform our mystic rites, and discharge the 
duties devolving on us as a Fraternity ; we also gather here, from time to time, 
to greet our friends as we do you to night. But little more than a twelvemonth 
since we gathered here our Fathers in Freemasonry ; these seats were filled with 
thero, their heads were white and blossomed for the grave ; men of three, ay, 
even fourscore years and upwards, were here; we welcomed them gallantly, 
and gave them the full measure of love due their advanced age, and their many 
virtues. The scene now changes, you are here, and 
** Virtue alone, with lasting grace 
Embalms the beauties of the face,*' 

yet we can but feel, that by honoring them, our Fathers, and you, our Wives, 
Daughters and Lady friends, we do bat honor ourselves. Again, I bid you a cor- 
dial Welcome. 

The Marshal then Introduced Miss Josephine O. Paine, daughter of Br. J. P. 
Paine, of this Lodge, who addressed the Lodge as follows : — 

Wonkipful Master and Brothert— 

The wives and daughters of the members of Mount Lebanon Lodge, aware 
that they are excluded from the secret benefits of your venerable Order, cheerfully 
submit to this exclusion, with no desire to pry into any affairs, which you in your 
wisdom think best to conceal from them. But we claim the privilege of sharing 
many of the indirect blessings of your noble Institution, because we believe its 
tenets aud ceremonies are calculated to make you better men, better husbands and 
fathers, more just and generous, more tender and true in every relation of life. We 
are glad to have been admitted this night so far across your mystic threshold, to see 
what we have seen, to hear what we have heard, and to join you in the festivities 
that yet remain. In the mean time, I have been deputed to advance before you, 
and place upon your altar, this hallowed gift, with a word of explanation. 

We have heard that Solomon ooce governed your Fraternity, and that his mem* 
ory is glorious in your traditions to the present day. Now Solomon says, that ** no 
secret is safC) for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings 
shall convey the matter." Some little bird not long since whispered abroad the 
fact, that your copy of that great Light of Masonry, the Bible, had, by constant 
use, become so defaced and dilapidated, as to be unworthy the setting of other 
lights around it. Whereupon, with a spirit not unworthy we trust, the close rela« 
tiooship we bear, although not quite permitted to be Masons ourselves, we deter* 
12 
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mined to replace yoar dimmed light with a newly burnished one, which might shed 
its beams upon all around it. Accordingly, in the name and behalf of the givers, 1 
place beside your sacred square and compasses this copy of the Holy Bible. (J poo 
one side it bears th6 inscription, " Mount Lebanon Lodge, from the Wives and Daugh- 
ters of the Members, Dec, 1862." On the other side, " Mount Lebanon Lodge, 
Instituted June 8th, A. L. 5501.'* 

Mo book in the world has so vast a circulation as this : no book in the world con- 
tains such precitus instructions as this ; no book in the world gathers around itself 
such associations of sanctity and authority, and reveals to the soul of man sucU di- 
vine truths and eternal hopes as this; no book can rival this in tbe veneration of 
good men, especially good Masons. Accept it, Worshipful Master and Brothers, in 
the spirit with which we give it. And as long as the altar of Mount Lebanon Lodge 
shall stand, and united Brethren crowd around it , as often as this Bible bliall be seen 
may the sight of it, while stimulating the best purposes of every member, some- 
times bring back the pleasant memory of that hour when the Craft were called 
from labor to refreshment, and their wives and daughters gave the hallowed irift. 

To which Worshipfol Master Slevensoa replied — 
Miss Paine and Lady Friends — 

The Holy offering you thus opportunely lay on our altar is indeed welcome 
and appropriate. Welcome ! yes, doubly welcome, for while from its sacred 
pages there radiates those holy truths which should pervade every human heart, 
it shall also ever remind us of the fair donors, and of that other altar erected 
within our hearts, whose incense arises sacred to the love we bear Wife, Mother, 
Daughter and Sister. Appropriate, because it is the very corner-stone of Free- 
masonry, and without it no Lodge can properly exist. In the name of Mount 
Lebanon Lodge I thank you and your associates for it ; I thank you personally 
for the beautiful and impressive manner in which you have presented it; there, 
open on our Altar let it lie; there, where the rising Sun of the East, with dewy 
lips, may kiss its open pages — where the full noonday Sun of the South light up 
its beauties, and the setting Sun of the West shed its glimmering rays upon it. 

The Lodge then proceeded to the Installation of Officers ; Past Master W. H. 
Sampson installing the Worshipful Master, and the W. Master in turn installing 
the other Officers. Brother Thomas Waterman was, for the ihirti/first time, in- 
stalled as Secretary, the W. Master truly remarking, as he placed the collar on 
his devoted neck, *' that it represented the united arms of his Brethren entwined 
around his neck to shield him from the rough blasts of the world." 

Worshipful Br. William Parkman, Grand Master elect, then briefly addressed 
the officers and members, in his usual happy style; admonishing them of their 
duties, and cheering them on in well doing ; he greeted the presence of the La- 
dies as a good omen, and hoped they would oftener come among us. 

The Installation being concluded, Brother James R. Elliott addressed W. Br. 
Waterman, in behalf of the members, as follows :— 

Worshipful Brother Waterman — 

It is with supreme pleasure that I, as the representative of more than eighty 
of your Brethren of Mount Lebanon Lodge, now address these few words to you 
and accompany them with a slight token of the regard with which you are held by 
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the Lodge, being a spontaneous tribute to your many virtues and arduous duties as 
a Brother Mason and Christian man. 

Your long and able services in this Lodge are too well knovn to the members 
now present to require recapitulation at my hands ; I will, therefore, only mention 
a ievr of the most prominent of those services. 

By referring to the Records of the Lodge, 1 find you were elected a member July 
26tfa, 1819. Served the Lodge as Junior Warden during the years 1826 and 1827 ; 
Senior Warden 1828 and 1829 , was elected Worshipful Master in 1829, and 'presi- 
ded with dignity and honor over the Lodge during the years 1830 and 1831. Before 
the close of the latter year you were elected its Secretary, which office you have 
now filled for ihirtyone yeart^ with equal honor to yourself, and profit to the Lodge. 
Again, on the evening of April 11th, 1859, we did ourselves the pleasurable honor 
of electing yon an Honorary member, as a slight appreciation of your many mer- 
itorious services. 

And now, without encroaching too long upon the time of our friends present, allow 
me to present you this beautiful Cane, bearing upon its golden head the following 
inscription :— 

*' Presented to Worshipful Brother Thos. Waterman, by his Fraternal Brothers 
of Mount Lebanon Lodge. Boston, Dec. 19th, 1862." 

Accept it then, dear Brother ; not for its intrinsic value alone, but that the remem- 
brance of this happy hour may be laid up in the archives of your memory, that here 
yon were made the recipient of a iymbol of our Brotherly love towards you. And 
if, with increasing years, you may find this a support to your failing steps, then 
may yon call, with confidence, upon the stout hands and willing hearts of its do- 
nors, for that support and assistance which it will ever be our privilege to extend 
lo so worthy a Brother Mason. 

And may your days be lengthened and your steps be strengthened by the remem* 
branee of this happy hour ; and when the ties of Earth are sundered, may your 
pure spirit mount, with glad wings, to that Celestial Lodge above where the Su- 
preme Architect of the Universe presides. 

To which Brother Waterman, vainly struggling to keep back the rising tears, 
replied— 

Worthipfid Master and Brethren of Mount Lebanon Lodge — 

It becomes me on this interesting occasion to present you, and the officers and 
members of Mount Lebanon Lodge, my thanks, cordial, warm and sincere, for the 
oft repeated expression of your kindness and good will, which have been extended 
to me for many years past. It is now more than fortythree years since I first be- 
came a member of this Lodge. To me there are many, .very many, pleasant asso- 
ciations in connection with my membership in this body. My old associates and 
fellow -laborers in this consecrated hall, have all (save a very few,) passed away, 
and their places have been filled with the younger members of the fraternity, whose 
warm hearts and genial smiles always greet me with a cordial welcome whenever 
I enter these walls. As it is well knoyrnj I have for many years been the record- 
ing officer of this Lodge ; that I have so often been elected to this responsible office, 
is owing more to the partiality and good will of my Brethren, than to any merit or 
qnalifications of my own. The confidence which they continue to repose in me 
demands my gratitade and thanks. 
Brethren of Mount Lebanon Lodge— for thie beavtifal token of your friendship 
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and etteem, I thank yoo, and beg you to believe me when I say, that I aball ever 
cherish for you all the fraternal regard of a Brother. 

At the conclusion of Br. Waterman's reply the choir, under Br. Ball's leading, 
•trnck up << Auld Lang Syne," the audience joining, with fine effect. 

Dnring the evening a beautiful Square and Compasses were laid on the Bible, 
presented by Br. A. VV. Pollard. 

The ceremonies in the Lodge room being closed with prayer, by Rev. Brother 
Alger, the company repaired to the Banqueting Hall, where the worthy host of 
the Winthrop House, Br. Silsby, had spread a bounteous collation, and two hoars 
were pleasantly spent in refreshment and social harmony. Addresses were made 
by W. Brother. Parkman, Rev. Bros. Dadmun and Alger, and others, interspersed 
with glees from the quartette, composed of Bro. S. B. Ball, Mis. Little, Miss 
Smart and Mr. Ryder. 

The officers of the Lodge are, John L. Stevenson, Master ; John F. Abbot, S. 
W. ,' I. D. Davenport, J. W. ; F. H. Spragae, Treas. ; Thomas Waterman, Sec. ; 
W. J. Ellis, S. D. ; H. E. Lang, J. D. ; Rev. W. R. Alger and John W. Dadmun, 
Chaplains ; W. W. Elliott, Marshal ; 6. D. Moore, S. S. ; James A. Merrill, J. S. ; 
Edwin Reed, L S. ; S. B. Ball, Chorister ; U. Dauni, Organist ; L. L. Tarbell, Ty- 
ler. 



THE BALLOT. • 

Wk have heretofore given our views upon the ballot. They have been en- 
dorsed by Bro. Moore of Boston. 

We have learned with great pain, that in some of our Lodges where the Mor- 
ris system of work is used, that but little regard is paid to the character of can- 
didates. We do not charge this to be general or even common. Of our own 
knowledge, we do not know it to be so anywhere; but we believe such to be the 
fact in several Lodges. 

The following are among the duties and privileges of Master Masons : — 

1. It is the privilege of every M. M. to determine who shall be his associates 
in the Lodge. This he is entitled to do for himself, upon the common principle, 
that no gentleman has a right to introduce one man to another with whom he can- 
not associate. Hence, the trial by single ballot. 

2. It is the duty of every M. M. to keep entire silence in regard to his vote. 
He may neither say how he will vote, or how he has voted. There is no subject 
where the ** silent tongne" is so necessary as in this. In case of a rejection, every 
Brother is supposed to have cast a negative vote, that all may share the responsi- 
bility alike. Nor may any one be permitted to express dissatisfaction or dissent- 
Better far, that no Mason be made at all, than that the independence and purity 
of the ballot-box be assailed. 

3. It is the duty of every M. M. to vote on>the admission of candidates, to vote 
conscientiously, and for the <* good of Masonry.'' Here is the potency of the 
single ballot. £)very Master Mason is here held to a solemn accountability. His 

•From *< The Masonic Trowel.'* 
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own breast is a " reflection chamber.'' In silence he communes wiih his own 
heart. He asks the question, will this man make a good Mason 1 — is he a man 
of good character ?-~of good disposition ? Can I associate with him ? Will I 
be ashamed to introtluce him to my family 1 Conscience says this man wrongs 
the poor, does not keep his word, is dissolute and intemperate in his habits, is un- 
kind to his wife, neglectful of his family, slothful and inattentive in his business, 
profane and immoral in his habits, a meddler in other peoples' affairs, cruel to his 
animals, and prone to contention. Let conscience do its office work in all such 
cases, moderated by the heavenly influence of charity. The Master whoyht^ to 
protect the ballot-box, b gailty of an offence against Masonry for which a thou- 
sand good deeds can never atone. 



MASONRY AND ITS INFLUENCES. 

It is an unquestionable fact that Freemasonry directs the mind to the past. 
All the ceremonies and symbols of the society speak of the olden time, of the 
"wisdom of an earlier and almost forgotten age. Memory being retrospective, 
exercises a conservative influence on society, h is a check on the anarchical 
and disorganizing tendencies of the present, a protest against that wild and law- 
less spirit of innovation, which under the name of progress and reform, is threat- 
ening to overturn all that the experience and wisdom of centuries deem true and 
valuable. 

In an age marked by an ignorant cobtempt for anything having the stamp of 
antiquity, when the eyes of all are directed with eager gaze to a glowing future, 
painted in such fairy hues by visionaries in their dreams, when on every hand 
seers, prophets and would he regenerators of the human race, are rising up, pro- 
fessing to be illumined by wisdom from on high, professing to be able not only to 
nnderstand, but even control the laws of the universe, pointing to < the good time 
coming' when even the institutions of marriage and property, as well as all hu- 
man laws are to be abolished : sin, disease, and suffering, banished from the 
earth : when spirits are to be called from not only the vasty deep, but to come at 
oar call, sit around the table and converse with us, as in the day when we were 
in the flesh. In an age of such insane desire for the novel, the marvellous, and 
the supernatural, it is well to look at least occasionally on the past in its mellow 
serenity, and its ripe results. 

Masonry carries back the m.ind from its glowing anticipations of the future to 
a sober contemplation of the past. It exerts this influence first by reason of its 
antiquity. However diflicnlt it may be to give the exact date of the origin of 
the Society, it is undoubtedly the oldest of all human institutions. We shall not 
attempt the display of any antiquarian learning by endeavoring to prove that 
Freemasonry existed in the earliest ages of the world, ere the foundations of 
mighty Rome were laid ; ere the statue of Memnon was wrought, or the brazen 
gates of Thebes were hung ; or attempt to trace back its source to the period 
when history and legend are lost in the twillight of myth and fable. 

Like a mighty river in the heart of a sandy continent which we see rolling 
along in beauty and majesty, creating a belt of verdare wherever it turns on its 
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way, bat whose birth place is in the skies, and its source in the distant anknown 
mountains; so we may be unable to trace the origin of Mabonry in the dtstau* 
unknown past, but its fertilizing pathway over the earth is marked by a flood of 
light. In (he meanwhile the waves of black night swept over the world. Enn- 
pires have risen, flourished and fallen : Assyria, Greece, Rome, Carthage, what 
are they ? Their decay has dried up realms to deserts. 

The names too, of great conquerors who planted their blood dripping standards 
over whole continents have gone down to oblivion. In the meanwhile the theory 
of the philosopher, the ritual of the priest, the poet's song have fallen to the 
j^round : the earth echoes not back their voice. But amid all these mutations. 
Freemasonry exi^^ts still in all the beauty of unassuming youth, like the light of 
a star not spent by its journey through lime and through space. Not a stone haA 
fallen from her illustrious altars, not a light burning on her ancient and honored 
shrine has been extinguished. She inculcates the same truths, teaches the same 
lessons and performs the same rights now as she did when the Jews worshipt^ed 
at the Holy Temple in Jerusalem— the Greek listened to the divine philosophy 
of Plato, and the burning eloquence of Demosthenes, or when the kingly and 
triumphant Roman lorded it over the world. A comparison of her past history 
with the present proves her stability, and inspires us with feelings of reverence 
for the wiscfom of hoary antiquity.— jV. Y. Courier, 



Rev. SAMUEL OSGOOD, D.D. 
At a Special Communication of Hampden Lodge, (Springfield,) of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, held Dec. 13, 1862, the following Preamble and Resolutions were 
adopted : — 

Whereas, by the decree of Divine Providence the Masonic Fraternity has been de- 
prived of one of its estimable members, and society of one of its most valuable 
citizens, in the death of our most excellent Brother, Companion and Sir Knight, 
Samuel Osgood, who departed this life Dec. 8th, 180S, at his residence in this 
city, in the 79th year of his age, thereby depriving the Fraternity o( a true and 
trusty member— therefore, be it 

Resolved^ That in the sadden and sad dispensation of Providence, we have been 
deprived of a worthy and beloved Brother, whose many virtues, goodness of heart, 
and genial character, endeared him by more than ordinary ties to all of those to 
whom be was known. '* None knew him but to love, or named him but to praise." 

Resolved^ Thqt in his death society has lost a most valued citizen ; the Masonic 
Fraternity an estimable and worthy member ; the Church a warm and devoted 
Christian, and we all, an affectionate and sincere friend. As a Mason, he was pure, 
generous and faithful; as a Christian, humble, zealous and exemplary ; as a Friend, 
always true, frank, kind and affectionate, and as a Citizen, prompt and efficient in 
the discbarge of his duty. 

Resolved^ That while many virtues aud good qualities endear his memory to ns, 
and should serve as bright examples for our imitation, we are reminded by his de- 
parture that " in the midst of life we are in death." 

Resolved, That we tender to the relatives of our deceased Brother, and to his no* 
marous friends, the assurance of our heartfelt sympathy and sorrow in our commoa 
loss, and that while we deplore the dispensation which has removed from our midst 
a faithful Brother and warm hearted friend, we sincerely believe and trust that he 
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has found a place in that celestial Lodge above, '* that house not made with hands, 
ereroal in the heavens," where we hope at last to arrive, by a firm reliance on Di- 
vine Providence, our own endeavors and the blessing of God. 

Resolved, That as a mark of our esteem for the deceased, the jewels of the Lodge 
be draped in mourning for the space of three months. 

Resolvedt That the Secretary furnish the family of our deceased Brother with a 
copy of these Resolutions, and that they be offered to the Springfield Republican, 
and the Freemasons* Monthly Magazine, for publication. 

H. A. BowDoiN, Sec^ 



CA UTION. 

DEUS MEUMQUE JtJS. 
From tho East of the Supreme Council of Sov. Grand Inspectors General of the ^M 
Degree, Ancient and Accepted Rite, for the Northern &£asonic Jurisdiction U. S. A. 

Health, Stability and Power. 
To aU to whom thfise letters of Catttton may come, Greeting : — 

Whereas, it has come to my knowledge that certain persons calling themselves 
a Sii]>reme Council of the 88d Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, located in 
the city of New York, have recently granted Charters or Dispensations for tlie or- 
ganization of the Bodies of the different grades, in the city of New York, the State 
of New Jersey, and Boston, Mass., with authority to confer the Ineflable, Sublime, 
Superior Degrees and Orders of the Ancient and Accepted Rite ! And whereas the 
said States of New York, New Jersey and Boston, Mass. are within the Jurisdiction 
of our Northern Supreme Council 83d Degree A.-, and A.-. Rite, and have been so 
held and conceded to be, as have also all tho States North of the Potomac, for half a 
century past, or since the year 1813, when our said Supreme Council for the North- 
ern Masonic Jurisdiction was first constituted and organized, by authority legally de- 
rived from the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the U. S. A., loca- 
ted at Charleston, S. C. 

Now, tkereforf, this is to Cauiion all Brethren residing within any of the States of 
our Jurisdiction, against aiding, countenancing, or suffering themselves to be deluded 
into joining any pretended Lodge, Council, Chapter or Consistory of the A.- and A.-. 
Rite, emanating from the above illegal and unauthorized source, as they cannot law- 
fully, and therefore will not be recognized by, or received into, any legal Lodge, Coun- 
cil, Cliapter or Consistory Sub. P. R. S. of the Rite in the United States, or else- 
where, but must be held to be illegal and clandestine Masons. 

Witness our hands, and the Seal of our Supreme 
Council affixed, tliis 1st day of November, 1862. 




K. H. VAN RENSSELAER, 33°, 

M. P. Sov. Grand Com. 
Sup. Council 33c? for 

Northern Juris. 
WiKSLOW Lbwib, Grand Sec. Gen. II. E. 
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MASONIC C 

0:^A correspondent, writing Irom a town 
in Iowa, says—" The Lodge in this place 
does miserable work. It takes up all the 
Rob. Morris whims, and is completely fooled 
by him and his work.'» Our correspondent 
is a member of one of our Bo*lon bodges, 
and is fully competent to judge of the cor- 
rectness of the work of which he speaks, as 
compared with the work practised in Massa- 
chusetts for the last half century. 

Zbrubbabkl. The grandson, though called 
by Ezra the son of Salathiel, who was tiie 
son of Jeconiah, King of Judah. He was, 
therefore, of the royal race of David. He 
was bom at Babylon, as the Hebrew signifi- 
cation of his name imporu,land returned to 
Jerusalem in the beginning of the reign of 
Cyrus, with the sacred vessels of the Temple, 
which Cyrus had committed to his care, as 
the chief of the Jews who were in captivity 
at Babylon. He laid the foundation of the 
second Temple, and restored the worship of 
the Lord and the usual sacrifices. He is re- 
presented by the second officer in the Royal 
Arch degree. The incidents of Zerubbabel's 
life are also referred to in several other de- 
grees, such as Knight of the Red Cross, 
Knight of the East, and Prince of Jerusalem. 



To the Masonic Editor.— Brooklyn, E. D., 
Dec. 5Ui, 1862— Dbab Sir : Please oblige by 
answering the lollowing question : Suppose 
that a Brother belonging to another Lodge 
applied to my Lodge ior admission, he having 
traduced my character falsely, can I object to 
his admission, or if objected, can the W. M. 
overrule my refusal to sit with him. By an- 
swering this you will oblige two Brothers 
who differ in opinion. 

Yours, fraternally, 

A Brothbb. 

j^jis.— You have an absolute right to object 
to his admission without staling your reasons, 
and it is the duly ol a Master to forbid his en- 
irance into the Lodge. The Master has the 
phyBVud power to admit the Brother objected 
to, but it would be a gross violation ol your 
rights, for which charges could be preferred 
against him. You can refuse to sit should the 
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Brother be admitted, and should retire.— iV. 
Y.Desp, 

The a. ahd A. Rite is New York. On 
Monday last. Dec. 22d, we bad the pleasure 
of welcoming as affiliates of Cosmopolitan 
Sov. Consistory S. P. R. S. 32d, degree, 111. 
Bros. Joseph H. Hough, Grand Secy. Grand 
Lodge of New Jersey} Wm. ^. Clapp, G. 
Treas. G. Council R. & S. M. of New Jer- 
sey. and Wm. T. Nicholson, all of Trenton. 

These 111. Brethren participated in the inter- 
esting ceremonies, and expressed themselves 
highly gratified at the cordial reception ex- 
tended to them, and will no doubt prove safe 
depositories of Ineffable Masonry. 111. Bro. 
C R. StariKweather 33d, of Chicago, lU. G. 
Minister of Sute. of the Supreme Council 
for the Northern JarisdicUon of the United 
StBtc^ whose Grand East is at Boston. Mass. 
was also present— iV. IT. Cowr. 

Plenty. The ear of com is the Masonic 
symbol Ol plenty, and was derived, as neariy 
all the Masonic symbols have been, from the 
ancient system of symbolism. According to 
Mounifaucon, ears of corn always acoom- 
paied the image of the goddess, Plenty, in the 
ancient gems and medals, of which he gives 
several examples. The Hebrew word Skib^ 
olethf signifies an ear of corn. 



O^rs of RepvbUcan Lodge, Greenfield, 
—David Lyne, W. M. ; Geo. A. Kimball, S. 
W.; S. Russell, J. W. ; L. L. Lucy, Treas. ; 
E. P. Green, Sec. ; JoshuaThomesby, S. D. ; 
c! E. Fisk, J. D.; Rev, S. R. Jones, Chap. ; 
James Chapman, S. S. ; Ephraim Rugg, J. 
S. ; Joel Wilson, Tyler. 

OJUera of FrarMin Royal Arch Chapter, 
Green/leW.— Chas. Mattoon, H. P. ; Matthew 
Chapman, K.; W. E. Robinson, S. ; David 
Lyfie,C. H i E. P. Graves, P. S. ; Charles 
L. Fisk, R. A. C. ; N. E. Babbiii, M. 3d V. ; 
E. J. Rice, M. 2d V. ; H. B. Steven', M. 1st 
V. ; Rufus Howland, Treas. ; Geo. H. Hov- 
ey, Sec. ; Joel Wilson, Tyler. 
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THE POCKET TRE3TLE-B0ARD, 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work, 
and maintaining tmifonniiy of Practice in the lodges, the i]ndersi<rned has pre- 
pBTed a PocKKT Euition of the Trustle- Board, particularly adiipted to aid in 
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the Ritual, and submits it as a Texi^ 
BOOK, in all respects in strict conformity with the Lectures of ancient Crafl 
Masonry, as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year 
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and making; a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digest of the Lans of the Loifge^ which, it is believed, will be 
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to tho individual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased. 

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) form ; and in cambile, 
vhh stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sixty cents a single copy, 
or six dollars ($G.OO) a dozen ; — for those bound in CAmbnc, jfifiy-cents a single 
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen. 

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter 
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
Sie most reliable. Masonic ^f anuals ever offerod to tho Fraternity. 

Orders for the work can be sent directly to thoundersioned.or Clark, Austin k 
Smith, New York — J. B. Lipptncott & Co. and Muss & Bro., Philadelphia— J C. 
Morgan 6l Son, New Orleans^ W. B. Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of 
the Targe book-houses in the principal cities,— it can also be sent by mail at t 
postage of 3 cents a copy. 

CAHRLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary, 

Boston, March 05, 1801. Fieemasons^ Halt, Boston. 

R B C O M.M ENDATI0N8. 
'•ThrPookbtTbbstle.Boabd,** by R. W. Hroiher Charles W. Moore, Grand Sectrc- 
tary, will, iii the npinioii ol ihe undersiigned, entirely ineei ihe ohjcct which Ird lo iis coid- 
pilation, in iunuxhuig to the Praierniiy, in a coinpaci and convenuMU Ibrm, the means of 
acquiring n')d impnrting a eorrcd knowledge of the Ritual, as sonciitmi'd hy the Grand 
Lmlge uT MuKiachuKetts. The Digest op AIasokic Law we regard as an otldiiicin or grt'ai 
value. We therelnre cordially recoinmenil the work lo the favor ol' ihe Brt;lhreii (liotb 
teachers and learners) ol' the Masonic Insiituiion. 

I). h\ Nouns B > Grand Lccturna of Oie 
1 P. Sbavsy, \ Oraftd Jjoiige of AlauachuaeU: 
Botton, Fd>. 20, 1861. 

Boston, Feb 21. 1861. 
A DioBST OP Masonic Law, by Brother Chablbs W. Moobe, needs no other recom- 
mendiition than his own name. 

If, hiiwever, the official positions held by the undersigned are con^iderod ns attaching any 
additionnl value lo their opinions, or additinnul iinportanre to their indort^emem tif tiie work, 
they mom mrdiaily give il the benefit of bulh, and recimimend ii to nil the Kmierniiy. espe- 
cially lo the Masons of Ihis jurisdiciioo, as erophaticully a correct, u>erul, and valuable 
Maoaai. 

WiNsiow Lewis, F G. AL 
John T. Heabo, P, G M. 
Wm. D. UooLiDOB, Gruiid Master . 

I take great pleasure in recommending thealmve little work in all the Lodges and Brethren 
jn tliis jorisdicuou, as admirably calculated to prumoieaa accurate knowledge of ihe Kituac 

[Turnover. 
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As a reliah'e text-book of Mabonio l»hw, it shooM be in the hands of evory initiate, and 
nay be profitably studied by every Brother desirous of perfect in q hnnsell in Msftonic culture. 

Wm. D. Coolioob. O Master 
Boston, March 19. 1861. qf G.L.of MuseachustUs, 

Bogfon, March 26.'A, 1861. 
My Dbar Sir,— I was Ihis momint; favored with the giti of n neatly iHiurnl copy of your 
** Tr^sili*- Board and Dif^est,*' for which please accept my acknnwleilgetncuta. 

It is even a h lier and more useful w irk ihan i supfKised ii lo he when I gave it ihe *'in- 
dorsom^ni" which is printed under the head of ** rtfciimmendaiifins " The "Uiffesi" will be 
very useful to .Masier^i of Ltxi^es, and, in fact, in all who dpsire to know the exact Masonic 
law or questions of frequent occurrence in ihe gnvernmenl or Lodges. 

Very Iraterually yours, 
Te Chablbs W, Moorb, Esq. John T. Hbabd. 

[From R. W. Bro. ^^m. T. Bain, Grand Secretary of N, C] 

** I received a few days since your Tresilc- Board and Digest, for which yon will accept o( 
ny warmest thanks. Ii is certainly a valuatile compilaiion of Mafonic Law nnd it should 
be purchaveit by every Mason who may f«el disposed lo become acqnniuled with the Work 
and Lectures ol Ancient Crad Masonry. 1 wish you much success in the sale of vour 
valuable liule Manual." 

[From the Boston Post] 
MooRE^s PocKXT Trestle Board and Digest —The Pocket Trestle- Board and Practical 
iigeAt of the Laws oi Ancient Masonry, written and puMished by Clianes W- Mnore, G. 
ijfkdge of M Massachusetts. We have been i^reatly pleaded with an inspection of this little 
voiuDie. which certainly des^^fves the title of mitftum inparvo. as welt a^ any Umk we have 
•ver seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it mu»i prove invalunble. and the almost 
minute compactness of the form renders ii a convenient pocket companion. A lull and clear 
index thai most useful adjunct of all bnoks—is prefixed to the Laws and the volume clofes 
With a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

[From the Saturday Evening Gazette, Boston.] 

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of n neat litile Masonic work, prepared 

hy <;. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the MassMrhusetis Grand Lodge It may bi* carried 

fn the pocket, but it contains a great deal of information useful to iho»e progressing in the 

dei^rees, beiiides a digest of Masonic Law that inu^t prove valuable in the eiiiire f'rniernity. 

PENSIONS AND BOUNTIES. 

Tensions, Bounties, Back Pay, Prize Money, and all 

claims for indemnity against the United States 

obtained. No charge unless successful. 

§Q^ Ad vice gratis, .x^a 

Apply inperson^ or by letter ^ to 

JACOB TODD, 

No. 63 State street^ Boston. 

Refers by permission to Wirslow Lewis, M. D. ; Geo. Stevens Jours, U. States 
Examining Surgeon ; Edwin C. Bailey, Esq , Editor of Boston H«'raid ; 
John K. Hall, Esq, Bank of North Aeaerica ; Wm. Parkman, Esq. 
Nor, 1, 1863. 
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WIJVTHROP HOUSE, 
BY I. H. SILSBY, 

Tremont street, opposite the Common, 

Boston 

Re-opcned Nov. 185D. Made new throughout. Furnished new entire. Only 
four siiiries in height. The only Hotel fronting the Common. ContHiiiing as 
plea^nnt Uooiiis as any House in the City. A quiet Home for the transient as %vell 
as the pcrinniivnt Guest, free from all the confusion of a re;:ular business Hotel. 

This House our Brethren should know is the property of the Grand Lodoe of 
Mnse^achusetta,— the higher stories having been fitted for their use and for the 
Boston Lodjfcs, all of wtich are finely Accommodated in the Building. 

Our Brethren from abroad will find the Hotel as good as any in Boston— sur 
pRssin<! all in location, and offering unequalled inducements to those visiting the 
Lodae Rooms. July 1, 186U. 

BENT & BUSH, 

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS 

IN 



Corner ol' Court and H'atihington streets. 
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MASONIC SYMBOLS— THE "RIGHT HAND.'' 
We like to turn back occasionally to old and familiar subjects, in pref- 
erence to seeking always in the Present and the Future for new topics. 
We not only like to do so, but know it to be strictly in the path of duty ; 
more especially in an ago like this, whose most striking characteristics 
are love of the new and strange, and contempt for the antiquated and old. 
It is to be feared that even our venerable Order has not altogether escaped 
the intrusion and assaults of this spirit of innovation, for which, proba- 
bly, no better name can be found than the expressive one of " Young 
Americanism." We are not so wedded to the memories of the past, nor 
so blind to the merits and advantages of sound and healthy progress, as 
to love and honor men and manners, simply because they are old, or to 
decry them solely because they are new. But, to all that is really good 
in its own nature^ the lapse of years does unquestionably add a greater 
power of appeal to our respect and admiration. And justly so, even on 
the very principle which *' Young America " so ostentatiously parades 
as the grounds of its claims to superiority. We, of this i9th century, enjoy 
the vast collective benefit of the experience, sufferings, labors, knowledge, 
inventions, of the many generations that have gone before us, and if we 
are not wiser and better than our forefathers — and can we justly say we 
are ? — our culpability is proportionally the deeper. The further back we 
wander into the darkness of antiquity, the less right have we to expect 
such enlightenment as prevails to-day ; and, consequently, if we do find 
in that ** dim and distant past,^' incontrovertible evidence of the existence 
of this, and of much more that we are apt so vainly and arrogantly to 
claim as our own, we are naturally surprized ; and, if our feelings are not 
warped by prejudice or wounded self-love — shall we not admire the great 

13 
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9 MASONIC 871IB0LS. 

or good thus unexpectedly discoYered, all the more on this very account ? 
It is not difficult for a flippant aud superficial sciolism to sneer at all that 
is venerable and ancient, and at the feelings of reverence with which 
minds of the calmer and more thoughtful order still regard the hallowed 
stamp of time, when affixed, whether in the mental world or material 
world, to the " beautiful," the " good," and the " holy ;" but it would 
be found far more difficult for that false and spurious philosophy to 
prove that this feeling of reverence is not founded on the best principles 
of sound science and true religion. 

As the traveller, amid the arid sands of Egypt, gazes upon those vast 
monuments of human labor, which have been, for more than four thousand 
years, one of the greatest wonders, must he feel, forsooth, ashamed of 
the sensations of admiration, wonder and awe that will insensibly, but 
rapidly, spread over and penetrate his mind ? Must he feel bound to 
look upon them merely with the cold and calculating eye of utilitarian- 
ism, and to repel, as unlawful intruders, the many grand associations and 
historic memories that will come thronging through his brain and heart ? 
— memories of the far off time, when Egypt was the metropolis of the 
world^s knowledge and civilization, and when not even Greece — after- 
wards destined to be the educator of mankind —had begun to shake off 
the dark and heavier burden of ignorance and barbarism I On the con- 
trary, if we admire, and are justly proud of the great works and great 
achievements of science and labor in this, our own day of discovery and 
progress, must we not view with reverential respect and astonishment, the 
evidences, countless and incontrovertible in character, of works and 
achievements no less great and grand, accomplished by that wonderful 
people thousands of years before gas, and steam, and the electric tele- 
graph, and the printing press, had arisen to change the whole aspect of 
the world^s civilization ? 

It is assuredly from this venerable Past that we may best and most 
readily derive lessons of \Wiich we stand in very urgent need — lessons of 
modesty^ the virtue least familiar, it is to be feared, to the nineteenth cen- 
tury ! Not alone in those wondrous Pyramids, but in the gigantic ruins 
of Diospolis, Heiiopolis, and the other cities of the Nile — in the lofty 
obelisks and stately temple-columns of Luxor, and in many another ruin- 
record of the ante-historic Past, we not only behold the substantial proofs 
of a progress in Mechanic Art in those olden times, that may well make 
us less vain of our modern inventions and attainments ; but we may also 
read, impressed upon enduring tablets of stone, warnings against those 
feelings of arrogance and presumption to which we are so prone to yield* 
The mighty fragments of those vast and mighty cities* that flourished 
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from three to four thousand years ago, warn us, in unmistakable language, 
that the cities and monuments, and works of art of which we are so proud 
to-day, are also hastening onward to their day of doom ; that, as the vic- 
tor-hand of Time has laid low the rich and royal cities of ancient Egypt, 
so will the same inexorable conqueror, sooner or later, subdue and devas- 
tate the now prosperous and populous cities of Boston and New York, of 
Paris and of London I When that day comes, will these, our cherished 
and vaunted cities of the nineteenth century, leave as durable and splen- 
did monuments to attest their ancient greatness, as still survive amid the 
ruins of the cities of the Nile ? 

Or, to change the scene and illustration, let us pass from hoary Egypt 
to imperial Home, and standing in the ruinous amphitheatre of the Coli- 
seum, shall we think only of the scenes of cruelty once enacted in that 
blood-stained arena ? Will the majestic ruins of that grandest of natural 
theatres awaken no memories — call up no associations — inculcate in our 
hearts no lessons — but those of the gladiator, slaying or dying to gratify 
the bloody and perverted taste of Eoman lords and ladies ? Shall we 
presume to look backward and downward, from our lofty elevation of 
Christian civilization and enlightenment, upon the darkness and crime, 
and sensuality, of the once ^^ mighty Mistress of the World ?'' Cold and 
callous, indeed, must be the heart in which the ruins of the CoIise\im 
shall awaken only such thoughts as these — in which, rather, profound 
veneration for the *^ great ^* and ^^ good," even of Heathen Rome, shall 
not mingle with the feelings of melancholy and mourning excited by the 
scene around him, causing him to reecho the poet's lament — 

Oh ! Bome, my country ! city of the soul ! 

The- orphans of the heart must turn to thee, 

Lone mother of dead Empires ! aad control 

In their shirt breasts their petty misery. 

What are our woes and sufferance ? Come and see 

The cypress— hear the owl — and plod your way 

0*er steps of broken thrones and temples — ye ! 

Whose agonies are evils of k day — 

A world is at our feet, as fragile as our clay ! 

The Niobe of Nations ! there she stands, 

Childless and crownless in her voiceless woe. 

An empty urn within her withered hands, 

Whose holy dost was scattered long ago : 

The Scipios' tomb contains no ashes now, 

The very sepulchres lie tenantless 

Of their heroic dwellers : dost thou flow 

Old Tiber ! through a marble wilderness ? 

Rise with thy yellow waves, and mantle her distress . ] 
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Alat! tiM loft J eitj I aod iJm! 

The trebly* handred trianophe ! «nd the day 

Wbea Brutas made the dagger's edge sorpau, 

The conqueror's sword in bearing Came away ! 

Alas ! for Tally's voice, and YirgiPs lay, 

And LiTy's pictured page!— but these shaH be 

Her resurrection .* all beside decay ; 

AIm, for earth, for never shall we see 

That brightness in her eye she bore when Rome was'free ! 

And, if the ruins of the old world's greatness thus not only sadden and 
solemnize our hearts by awakening reflections upon the frailness and mu- 
tability of all things earthly, but also most justly and naturally, stimulate 
and strengthen our esteem and veneration for the power, progress and 
energy of which they are the mute, but no less expressive, memorials ; 
it must certainly be allowed that this feeling of reverential respect is still 
more justly due to the memories of mental and moral worth and great- 
ness in which the history of the two illustrious nations of Classical Anti- 
quity so richly abounds I The very fact that, unlike us, they had only 
the dim light of nature for their guide — that, while our path is clearly 
illumined with the Titian-like light of Christianity, iliey were obliged to 
grope their way along the " chiaro'ohscuro " tracks of heathenism, 
invests such exemplars of virtue and nobility of soul, as we find amongst 
them, with a broader and brighter halo of glory I What better proof of 
this can be required than the circumstance that in every age, from the 
era of the Saviour downwards, the most earnest and eloquent advocates 
of the Christian faith have continued to draw many of their most power- 
ful illustrations — their exemplar-stimuli to self-sacrifice, virtue, temper- 
ance, purity, from the historic records of ancient Greece and Rome ? 
Nor do we hesitate for a moment to assert that Christian America and 
Christian Europe would do well to study anew and imitate to-day, in 
many matters of no small importance, the manners and morality of the 
countries that gave birth to Codrus and Leonidas, the patriot king-martyrs ; 
to Socrates, the almost Christian heathen ; to Plato, the Divine, father and 
founder, next to Pythagoras, of those Ancient Mysteries^ with which 
the origin of Freemasonry is so intimately connected, — to Homer and 
Sophocles, princes of poetry, and Herodotus and Thucydides, and Xeno- 
phon, the fathers of History, and to Demosthenes, the patriot Orator ; or 
of that other country, the memory of whose world-conquering genius is 
everlastingly entwined with that of so many heroes, patriots, warriors, 
statesmen, from the days of the elder Brutus, the stern upholder of free- 
dom, and Decius, the voluntary \ictimof the purest, most unselfish patriot- 
ism, to those of Scipio, the Conquerer, not of Rome's enemies alone — 
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Init— -a more difficult and briiiiant achievement I — of his own passions : 
and, later still, of Cicero, the Orator, whose eloquence was second only 
to that love of country which won for him the honored title of *' Paler 
PatrifiB." Not one word would we say in depreciation of the many and 
molhentous evidences of improvement and progress afforded in almost 
every department of life in the present age — nor is it in any ungrateful 
or unappreciative spirit towards the many comforts and blessings around 
us, that we utter, with heartfelt sincerity, the prayer that Providence would 
speedily raise up amongst us the much needed supply of such patriotism, 
and virtue, and valor, and statesmanship, as wove so bright a wreath of 
gloi^ for ancient Greece, and so long enabled mighty Rome to withstand 
the assaults alike of barbarian foes without, and rebellious sons within I 

With both these celebrated nations of antiquity, the Rionr Hand, that 
prominent symbol of Freemasonry, held a high place as the symbolic 
representative of Fidelity : nor with them alone ; for among the Jews 
and other ancient Asiatic nations, we find that the grasp of the Right 
Hand was the acknowledged pledge of FRiENDsmp and Fidelity.* *^ Jun- 
gere deztras,'* was to the Roman an inviolable pledge of mutual fidelity, 
nor was any fouler reproach known to his vocabulary than ^^ fallere dez- 
tram," ^* to violate the Right Hand pledge of faith." Every page of the 
works of the Greek and Latin writers abound with illustrations of this 
fact, and no less interesting are those to be found in the Scriptures, both 
Old and New. Of the latter we may adduce the passage in the 2d chap- 
ter of the Epistle to the Galatians, where St Paul says — '^ When James, 
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 
given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the Right Hand of FeUotO' 
shipf that toe should go unto the Heathen and they unto the Circumcision/' 
In the former, we observe that the custom of lifting up the Right Hand 
was the customary mode of taking the oath, even as far back as the time 
of Abraham, whom we find saying to the king of Sodom, '^ I have liAed 
up my hand unto the Lord, the most High God, the possessor of Heaven 
and Earth, that I will not take anything that is thine." Among the 
Heathen nations of antiquity it was usual for the person taking the oath 
to plac6 his Right Hand upon the '^ horns of the altar ** or upon the hand 

«Tbe Eoman* had a goddess whose name was li^UUs, or Fidelity— a goddess ol " Faith 
and Honesty/' to whom Nunia was the first to poy divine honors Her only dress was a 
white veil, expressive ol frankness, candor and modeMy ; and her symbol was two right hands 
joined, or sometimes two female figures holding each other by the right hands, whence in all 
agreements among the Greeks and Romans, it was usual for the parties to take each other by 
the right hand, as a token of their intention to adhere to the compact ; and this custom is in 
more general use even among ourselves, at the present day, than would at first thought be re- 
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of him to whom he swore. For this, has been substituted by Christian 
usage, the custom of resting the Right Hand upon the Holt Scriptures, 
a custom which, it may not be uninteresting to note, we know to be at 
least as ancient as the beginning of the fifth century, for it is distinctly 
referred to in the Code of the Empei:orTheodosius,in the year' 438 A D. 
Did our limits permit, we could adduce many interesting illustrations of 
this use of the Right Hand as a solemn pledge of fidelity ; but we must 
conclude with the remark, firstly, that the antiquity as well as universali' 
iy of the principles and practices of our ancient and honorable Order ^ 
derive an additional confrmalion even from what has been here said of 
the Right Handy as a solemn and sacred symbol ,- and, secondly, if not 
only amongst the more civilized and cultivated people of ancient Greece 
and Kome, but even with the rude and rugged Parthians, the wild Arab 
of the Eastern desert, the savage warrior of the German Forest, and the 
fierce Sea-rover of the Scandinavian Seas, the violation of the ^^ pledged 
Right Hand '^ involved the deepest and darkest infamy, and caused the 
transgressor, in the expressive language of our Saxon forefathers, to be 
branded with the contemptuous title of "nedderling " — " nothing worth " 
— surely it will well become us, Christian men and Masons, of these later 
and enlight(^ned days, to be ever on our guard against the slightest viola- 
tion — not in act alone — but in word or thought even — of the obligations 
to which our Right Hand — the sacred symbol of our fidelity — has been 
pledged ! We might indeed well be grateful to the literature of ancient 
Rome, if we had derived from it no other lesson than this most manly, 
most Masonic one — " Ne dextham fallas I" Break not the pledge of thy 
Right Hand ! 



THOUGHTS FOR THE HOUR. 

The Grand Master of the Grand Council of R. and S. Masters of Vermont, 
thus beautifully and appropriately refers to the sad condilion of our country : — 

"It is with sad heart and mournful main that we turn from these peaceful 
walks and green retreats to contemplate the dark and terrible misfortune which 
overhangs and enshrouds like a pall, the land which we have all been proud to 
call " our own." War, grim anct black and phoul-like at the besi, but fratricidal 
and intestine war, most fearful and most lamentable of all, stretches its desolat- 
ing and importunate hand across the continent, and death and disaster and rnin 
greet us on every side. It is not our piovince hare to speculate upon its original 
causes or its probable results. God grant, at least, that it may find a speedy and 
desirable soliitioni and that when the white banners of peace shall again be 
seen, it may be lound that our Brethren of the mystic lie have not, in any por- 
tion of our country, been foremost in bringing this great calamity upon us. 

*' It is not alone upon the battle-field and amid the shock and concussion of 
armies, that death haih come to us. In the quiet village, nestlins by the water- 
fall, and in the rural hamlet where the stranger rarely enters, he has stolen with 
slow and stealthy step and stricken down those we loved and cherished well." 
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ANNUAL ADDRE SS 

OP M. W. WILLIAM D. C00L1D6E, BEFORE THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS, DEC. 30, 1862. 
Brethren of the M. W. Grand LoJge^ 

A jjliin, Brethren, tu the kind providence of God, we are permitted to assemble 
in peace, while many are surrounded by the stormy scenes of war and the tumult 
of the people. We have been carried throufi[h the past year, which to all has 
been a year of trial and discipline, with a hopeful trust in the guiding wisdom of 
a Heavenly Parent ; and though ** men can as yet see no bright light in the 
cloud,** that same trust teaches us to believe '^that it hath a silver lining," and 
that this discipline will be instrumental of good to those who will listen to its 
teachings; who will humbly and deeply acknowledge their dependence, and still 
seek lovingly and trustingly for that light and guidance from above, which can 
only come from the fountain of all love and wisdom. In view of all the mercies 
by which we are surrounded, let gratitude be the prevailing sentiment of our 
hearts. 

Notwithstanding the trying times through which we have past, the Lodges ia 
this jurisdiction have been quite as much occupied with Masonic work as could 
reasonably have been expected or desired, the number of initiates being about 
Dine hundred. Though not quite sojarge as usual, it is no indication that growth, 
true Masonic growth and culture, are not quite as vigorous as in any-former year. 
I believe it to be more so, and that more leisure has afforded opportunities to 
learn better and more fully the true meaning of our institution ; the Brethren 
have become more and better acquainted with each other, and the scenes through 
which we have passed, though they have lessened our work, have developed 
in us a more true Masonic character, and have been instrumental in connect- 
ing us nearer and closer to each other than in any former period. If this shall 
be the fruit of this great trial, the teaching will not surely have been lost 
upon us. 

*< The hoars of pain have yielded good 

Which prosperous days refused, 

As herbs, though scentless when entire, 

Spread fragrance when they *re bruised." 

A season of relaxation from labor, too, has afforded ot>portunity for the study 
of the work and lectures ; and at no former period, in my recollection, have the 
Brethren of this Grand Lodge ever evinced such deep interest as the past year 
has shown. It is a matter of congratolation, that during the past year you have 
established so firmly what the work and lectures shall be; and we are truly for- 
tunate in having such devoted hearts, and such intelligent minds in our Grand 
Lecturers, who have delighted us to day by the evidences of their deep study 
and practice, so that in future they may be looked up to as oracles, and their de- 
cisions final and binding. But it is not enough, Brethren, that you are perfect in 
the ritual, and that no word is wanting to clothe our beautiful ceremonies in lan- 
guage equally beautifuL Your own character, also, must give weight to your 
instraotions; your example and true Masonic spirit will ever speak louder, and 
more forcibly, than your words or ceremonies, and show by your example, both 
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in and out of the Lodge, that the true spirit of our Institution fills your hearte. 
Let no vaunting ambition swerve you from this oonrse, but let your only aim be 
that of usefulness to your Brethren— and let it be bounded by that. Whenever 
it exceeds this healthy limit, radicalism and party spirit, and the practice of elec- 
tioneering creeps in, and we bring into this ancient conservative Institution the 
worst elements of a popular political campaign, which will be sure to work the 
ruin of that peace and harmony which is the ground-work of our happiness, and 
the end we all wish to reach. In your individual and associated relations maj 
your acts ever conduce to the advancement of Masonry as an institution, and 
more especially to the advancement and dignity of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts and its subordinates. Let careful, discieet and oalm deliberation char- 
acterize your prooeedings, and all generous and charitable conclusions fill your 
breasts— that charity that thinketh no evil, that hopeth all things. 

Principles are eternal— individuals are nothing. Harmony, brotherly love, 
and all charitable and Masonic graces, every thing. No where on the face of the 
earth should we be able to look with more certainty and greater donfideoce for 
the realization of these hopes than in the bosom of the parent Institution of Mas- 
sachusetts. If I knovir my own heart, and God is looking upon it, and in his sight 
I say, it beats with the one single wish and prayer, that those manly and Masonic 
virtues which have ever been, the characteristics of this Grand Lodge, may be 
held in perpetuity by every Brother who b privileged to bold a seat here, tempo- 
rary though It be. Let this spirit ever prevail in the parent Institution and its 
genial influence will descend and bless our Lodges, and keep our harmony and 
cheerfulness unimpaired, and we may look hopefully for their growth among 
those whom we serve and love. 

I desire, Brethren, to call your attention to one of the Amendments of the Con- 
stitution, passed Dec. 12, 1860, viz : Art. 3, Sect 5, which reads 

" Applications for initiation shall be made to the Lodge in the town- or city 
where the petitioner resides, if there be a Lodge therein ; but if there be none, 
then he shall apply to ^he Lodge most convenient to his residence." 

This Section has received such a latitude of construction as to lead to much 
difficulty between Lodges as to jurisdiction, and I recommend the subject as en- 
titled to your serious consideration, that it may be more fully defined what is 
meant by the term " most convenient.'* 

Since the new organization as a Corporation, in my opinion the present edition 
of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts needs an entire revi- 
sion, and a new edition provided under the care of wise and discreet Brethren, 
which shall be worthy of this Grand Lodge, many of the most important amend- 
ments being now on fly leaves, and many of the Lodges even without these ; our 
new relations as a Grand Lodge and as a Corporation, seem to me imperatively 
to require a new edition of the Constitutions, and our means are adequate to any 
thing we may desire of this kind. 

In relation to the financial condition of the Grand Lodge, the retiring Grand 
Master is made most happy that he is able to leave his position with the know- 
ledge that the entire floating debt of the Grand Lodge is paid ; that during his 
administration the mortgage on the Winthrop House has been lesaeoed, and that 
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all olaims on the eharilies of the Institotioiiy coming within onr rnles, have been 
met, liberally and effectively, the weary have been rested and refreshed ; the 
widow and the orphan cheerd, and the coming Grand Master will have it in his 
power daring the next year to accomplish what I know has been the desire of 
his heart, an increase in the charities of the Grand Lodge, perfectly consistent 
with meeting promptly every jnst requirement. 

Since our last Annual Communication I have, on the 30th Dec., 1861, consti- 
tuted and consecrated Aberdour Lodge, Boston ; March 18, constituted and con- 
aecrated Orient Lodge, at South Dedham, and dedicated their new Hall, and on 
March 13 granted a Dispensation for Day-Spring Lodge, at Monson. 

I have granted ^ve Dispensations the past year, to worthy and experienced 
Brethren, to fprm Lodges in the Army. These Lodges are now in operation as 
follow : — 

Bay State Army Lodge, No. 1, in 3d regt. 



Massachusetts do. 


(C 


2, 


in 16th do. 


United Brethren do. 


C( 


3, 


in 17th do. 


Fraternal do. 


M 


4, 


in 25th do. 


Bnnker Hill do. 


U 


5, 


in 2d do. 


McCleUan do. 


u 


«, 


in 43d do. 


Berkshire Camp do. 


u 


7, 


in 49th do. 


Potnam do. 


u 


8, 


in 39th do. 


Olive Branch do. 


II 


% 


in42d do. 


Warren do. 


t€ 


10, 


in32d do. 



December 22, laid the Corne^Stone of the New City Hall, Boston. 

Next to the approval of our own conscience and the approbation of our Ma- 
ker, is the gratification of knowing that we have the love and confidence of those 
whom we serve and love ourselves. Our District Deputy Grand Masters, by their 
fidelity and zeal have entitled themselves to all theae — and now, beloved Breth- 
ren, after a close union with yon of five years, let me say, that some of the most 
valaable friendships of my life have been formed with you ; and though I retire 
from official connexion with you I shaU ever hold yon in kindest remembrance. 

The year that has past has been characterized by the introdnction of the 
two most important and most excitable subjects which can occupy the minds 
of the Brethren, viz:*-the establishment of the Ritual, now fixed, I trust, 
permanently, and the sohject of Dispensations. Add to these the important 
matters growing out of this most unusual state of civil war, and yon will agree 
with me, I think, that quite as much of excitement as is wholesome for us, has 
been crowded into our thoughts for the year now closed. All this has neceasa^ 
rily added to the cares and anxieties of the Chair, hot I have been surrounded 
by wise and able counseUoiSi and iu my deoisions I have nothing to alter or re- 
gret. 

If there is any one part of a building reqniring the greatest care, it is the foun- 
dation. Whatever else we neglect, let this be secured. It has been my aim to 
preserve the ancient landmarks of the Order, and that which the wisdom of the 
fi»middrs of oar Instigation vested in theGrand Master as his premgatives^ I have 
14 
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not dared to delegate to others. And I have the satisfaction of knowing that 
my decisions in this respect have met the approval of those whose approbation I 
value highest. 

For this state of war there is no precedent, nor is there precedent for such a 
sndden infloz into the lostitntion from the Army, of those, who, from the cir- 
cumstances of the case, most be made " at sight,'* the prerogative alone of the 
Qrand Master, as I am taught by a^strict examination of the ancient landmarks, 
and the best council of the wise and prudent, whom we all revere. I have met 
this pressure readily and earnestly, for it has been made by those whose patriotic 
impulses have led them forth to battle for their country; to stand for you aod me, 
and bare their breasts to the bullet aimed at the nation's heart, and I could not 
find it in my own to refuse any aid, comfort or protection which I might be in- 
strumental in throwing around them. I have been strengthened in this by the 
careful and earnest assurances from you, W. Masters of fortyone of our Lodges 
who have applied to me, that in granting to you Dispensations for this purpose, 
for the hasty admission of one hundred and thirteen candidates, dispensiog with 
all the requirements of the Constitution, receiving an application, balloting on 
the same, and conferring the degrees, all within five consecutive hours ! I have 
been strengthened, I say, by your assurances of care, and the confidence I have 
felt in the prudence and sagacity of the Brethren. In the midst of these scenes 
of war and bloodshed 1 see not how we could have done less, and in the retro- 
spect 1 have not a single instance to regret. Of the one hundred and thirteen, 
nearly all are officers ; this indeed is the fact among the six hundred of our 
Brethren who are doing battle for us in the Army of the United States. May 
Ood's shield be over them ; may He nerve their arms and strengthen their hearts 
for the performance of duty; never wavering teven in the presence of a rebel 
Brother, till he has surrendered, or is prostrate at their feet. 

War is not the rnle, it is the exception, and when these days of discipline and 
trial are over ; when we shall have met them in a spirit of humble submission, 
and learned the lessons of humility they seem designed to teaoh ; when this 
whole land shall feel as one man, that it is not solely his own right arm that hath 
gotten him all this, but when all hearts b^w in humility and patience, then may 
we hope to be delivered. 

^ Down the dark future, through long genemtionB, 

The echoiog sounds grow fiuoter and then ceue. 
And like a beU with solemn, sweet vibrations, 

I hear once more the voice of Christ say— Peaoe," 

Alas ! how many have fallen ! No, not fallen, but gone up in chariots of fire, 
to join the martyrs of all ages, above. 

At their own, or at family request, I have been called on to bnry with Masonic 
honors the distinguished dead ; to twine for them the laurel with the cypress, 
and to speak words of consolation to the mourner. I have been called to cheer 
on the gallant heart, bursting almost with youthful enthusiasm, to join in the con- 
flict for distinction and bravery. I have brought from the battlefield the re- 
mains of one of our number; the sweet remembrance of whose virtues will last 
till time shall be uo more. I have, with Masonic honors, laid him away in that 



Digitized by 



Google 



INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 



101 



qaiet garden of graves, at Newton, so near the scene of bis osefolness and trne 
Masonic influence. 

The old year has past. All these various scenes crowded into so small a 
space as a passing year, have not been without their influence on my mind and 
faesrt, and with you I can truly say, 

" All gracioas Qod, what e'er our lot 

In future times may be, 
We Ml welcome still the heaviest^grjef 

That brings us near to thee." 

The duties of watching the interests of two of the Districts, together with the 
close attention which under our present organization must be given to the finan- 
cial afiairs of the Corporation, all together have been quite enough to reconcile 
me to the retirement I shall now enjoy ; and quite enough, to my own mind 
that having fulfilled them all, with the purest motives and intentions, I feel that 
it has fallen to my lot in the two exci ing years of my administration to have ful- 
filled as much of duty as usually falls to the lot of him who passes through an 
entire constitutional period. At any rate, the devotion of the past five years as 
District Deputy and as Grand Master, has evinced, I trust, a singleness of pur- 
pose 00 my part It has fully satisfied all my ambition for any distinction which 
I have ever sought ; an ambition limited by the boundary of duty and useful- 
ness. The new year is full of mystery. I now close my ofificial connection 
with yoQ, my Brethren, with my sincere thanks for every act of kindness, with 
the same warm wishes, and with the same word upon my lips with which i en- 
tered it^may we all, from the youngest Entered Apprentice that stands in the 
north east comer of the Lodge, to him who presides in the East, may one and all 
finally meet in that upper temple, and in that city that hath foundations, whose 
bnilder and maker is — God. 



M. W. BROTHER PARKHAN'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS, DEC. 30, 1862. 
BRXTBBX««*The arduoos duties of the day having been accomplished, and the 
new officers doly installed this evening, upon assuming the head of this Grand 
Body allow me to express to you my profound thanks for the confidence you 
have reposed in me, in electing me to this high position. Be assured I come 
profoundly impressed with my own responsibilities to the Institution and to you. 
When 1 cast my eyes over the Portraits around this Hall, I see the pleasant faces 
of those distinguished men who have preceded me, and when I reflect that they 
were men of learning, intellect, high social position, and great Masonic skill, a 
feeling of fear overshadows my joy ! But when I look further, and see the faces 
of those who live, and are still with us, and look around upon these dear, friendly. 
Brotherly companions, with whom I am so intimate, and behold the encourag* 
ing smiles of all about me, I feel I cannot fall, but that all the duties of my posi- 
tion will be fulfilled. My heart is filled with gratitude while I think of the 
many blessings of our beloved Institution, for the last fifteen years. Our pros- 
perity has been without check, and unexampled — unwavering success has 
crowned our every eflbrt. Rapid growth, great influence in popular esteem, and 
the addition to our numbers, mostly from those in the higher and best social po- 
sitioDa — all these things have been so fully laid before yoa by the retiring Grand 
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Master, that further reference to them is iiDnecesaary, and I will only express 
the hope that oar prosperity may long contione. 

From year to year words of cantton have been addressed to you from thb place, 
and never, my Brethren, were they more needed than now. Applicants too 
easity find admission at our portals, merely on negative recommendations. This 
ought not to be ! Every applicant should have a character unspotted ; a clean 
reputation ; a respectable position in society, and means to obtain a living. If he 
has not these qualifications, you should not hesitate to reject him, for negative 
good men only swell number without increasing strength or usefulness. 

Again, my Brethren, I would caution you against an increasing and dangerous 
evil— a disposition to alter our old and established ritual, and interpolate with 
new phrases that which we have received in its purity, from our predecessors. I 
respectfully call attention of the Masters of Liodges to their declaration upon in^ 
stallation, that it is not in the power of any man or body of men to change the plat- 
form of our Institution, and I earnestly exhort all to discourage attempts at 
change, and enjoin the strictest pertinacity to the ancient land-marks of both work 
and ritual, as taught by, and exhibited in, Grand Lodge, this day. 

I would cheerfully commend to the fraternity the cultivation of Music in the 
Lodges, and the formation of choirs, whenever convenient, that the opening, in- 
itiation, and closing ceremonies, may have the aid of good music ; its efieot 
is pleasant upon the Lodge, and while it adds much to the impressive dignity of 
our ceremonial, it is also a great help to promote social harmony among the 
members. 

From various causes, this Grand Lodge has been, for the last four years, many 
times before the public, in foil regalia, and tbefte displays have occasioned much 
comment among our older Brethren. My own impression is against public pa- 
rades ; and I most respectfully suggest that we should only appear in public upon 
great and important occasions of general public interest. Frequent public dis- 
plays tend to provoke comments from the curious and uninformed. We never 
ask or seek to proselyte. We ask the public to esteem us only as good citizens. 

A word for our Charities and I have done. For many years I have hod hiti- 
mate knowledge and connection with all the charities of our Institution, and al- 
though the different Orders have given with liberal hands and warm and sympa^- 
thetio hearts, and done great good, this branch of our Institution has hardly given 
commensurate with our success. For the purpose of meeting promptly this want, 
I have added two new members to the Charily Committee, and will, from time 
to time, call their attention to larger and renewed charities ; and I doubt not this 
Grand Body will cheerfully contribute in the liberal spirit provided byovr Consti* 
tution upon the subject. 

With these few cautions and suggestions, allow me, my Brethren, to ask of 
you, one and all, a renewed confidence in our beloved Institution, and in each 
other. Let the most patriotic purposes warm your hearts, and Charity, the cen- 
tral idea of Freemasonry, warm and stimulate us to help the poor and distressed, 
and comfort the widow and the orphan ; and may the All-wise Giver of all good, 
plenteoosly endow us with the corn of nourishment, the wine of refreshment, 
and the oil of joy. So mote it be.— Amen and Amen. 
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MASONIC ANECDOTE. 

At the famoos battle of Dettingen, fought between the combined English and 
HanoTerians, under George II. in perbon, and the French under the Marshal Be 
Noailles, the latter, finding the day going against him, directed the flower of the 
French cavalry, under the Due de Grammont, against the British infantry, in the 
vain hope of breaking their compact line. During one of these furious charges^ 
in which the most chivalrous bravery was displayed upon both sidee^ an officer 
of the gardes du roi had his horse shot under him ; and whilst struggling to dis- 
embarraa himself of the dying animal, he was attacked by an E^lish dragoon. 
In this hopeless situation, with his adversary's sabre upliAed to give him the coup 
de grace^ he in hie extremity, gave the sign of distress. Happily for him, the 
Englishman was a brother; he immediately dismounted, assisted his fallen ad- 
versary to disengage himself from his horse, gave him wine from his own can- 
teen, and assisted him to bind up a trifling wound which he had previously 
received. He informed the Frenchman, however, that though he had saved his 
life as a Brother of the Order, he roust, nevertheless, make him his prisoner ; 
because, as he well knew, a good Freemason must never lose sight of his duty 
to his king and his country. He then conducted him to head-quarters, where he 
was honorably received and kindly treated, till the cartel arrived and he was 
exchanged. 



REMINISCENCES OF AN TI MA SONIC TIME S. • 

I AM aware that great prejudieeb have existed ia regard to the true character and 
tendency W the Masonic Order. These prejudices were origioated and spread by 
political demagogues for 8el6sh and ambitious purposes, and many well disposed per- 
sons were thus deceived, and their zeal to destroy Masonry rose above all other 
subjects of public concern. Strange that intelligent men could have ever persuaded 
themselves that Antimasonry had a base broad enough upon which to build up a 
party ; that '* the manifold interests of a great country, its trade, commerce and 
general industry, its finance, its development through the thousand channels of pub- 
lie administration, its party alliances, its ambitious strifes and its multiform pursuits 
could all be reduced into subordination to the purpose of extirpating Masonry by 
political action." The incidents are so well known that we will only briefly allnde 
to them. 

The opponents of Andrew Jackson, who was a Royal Arch Mason, found them- 
selves in a dilemma. For Henry Clay, the idol of the Whig party, was a Mason, 
and, wishing *'to be right rather than to be President," would not sacrifice his 
principles nor violate his solemn obligation. William Wirt was, therefore, selected 
as the standard-bearer. And yet he, in his letter of acceptance, pays a high tribute 
to the cause so unjustly assailed. Says he : "I was myself initiated into the mys- 
teries of Freemasonry. I never took the Master's Degree, but it proceeded from 
no suspicion on my part that there was anything criminnl in the institution, or any* 
thing that placed its members, in the slightest degree, in collision with their alle- 
giance to their country and its laws. I have thought, and repeatedly said, that I 

•Address of Rev. Dr. Giger, Newark, N. J. 
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contiderad Muonry as havini^ nothinf to do with politlcg, and nothing has snr- 
priied me more than to see it blown into coneeqnence in the Northern and Eastern 
States as a political engine, and the whole community excited against it.** As the 
day of election drew near, wishing to be relieved from the position into which he 
had been reluctantly forced, he writes, " To persist in the nomination will only ex- 
pose their weakness. They cannot carry a single State, except, perhaps, one. 

They cannot even organize an electoral ticket to the south of New York, except, 
perhaps, in Pennsylvania. It will annihilate them and me too, by the mere force of 
ridicnle.*' The result of the election proved the truth of his prophecy, for out of 
286 electoral votes. Gen. Jackson received 219, Mr. Clay 49, Mr. Floyd 11, and 
Mr. Wirt ««v«n,^these seven being the votes of the State of Vermont. Thus the 
fanatical spirit, which enkindled the flauM of perseeution and spread over the face 
of one section of our land with the wild fury of a mighty conflagration, was quenched. 
It was short-lived, and its few paroxysms in subsequent years were followed by 
utter dissolution. Like Hudibras' musket, which missed the mark it aimed at, 

'* And, though well aimed at duok or plover, 
Aecoil'd and kaoeked its owner over." 

The attempted assassination of Masonry turned out, as with other assassinations, 
only to confirm her power, and to hasten her coming apotheosis. Antseus-like, she 
reached that point of extreme depression, where by toocfatng the ground, she touched 
also the giant spring of that power in which she rose and now triumphantly reigns. 



SLANDERING A BROTHER UNMASONIC. 

Onb of the beeettin^ eitid among the Craft which has worked and is working 
most disastrous and unmasonic results, in the opinion of your correspondent, is 
that of slandering a Brother, There is, I regret to say, too great a fondness for 
oatohing at any implication against a Brother and re-echoing it, without a mo- 
ment's inquiry ,a8 to the authority or truthfulness of the implication ; and oftea 
when that implication has been disproved, there are those who seem to delight 
in giving onrrency to the denunciatory implication rather than to the fact of its 
having been disproved. 

Does not this propensity prove the lack of a proper qualification for member- 
ship in the fraternity, and to those who are in, and the propensity manifests itself, 
shall we not administer a gentle rebuke in love, not in anger, reminding them of 
their duty and obligations as Brethren of the fraternity, bound by reciprocal ties 
and privileges. 

The Mason who indulges in this propensity should be led to reflect upon the 
principles which animate the institution, giving it vitality and efficiency. 

If we look into the past, we find the most bitter state of feeling enj»endered by 
it; and although time has ** smoothed the rugged front," and reason subdued 
the virulence of the denunciator, yet is the fair page of history marred by it, and 
feelings which were engendered at the time are transmitted to posterity; and al- 
though they are held in subjection, they are not the less ready to be revived on the 
least provocation. 
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Nor M the efl^t less objeotiooable when confined within a more limited sphere. 
The estrangemeat of Brethren from one another, through the agpncy of the sin 
aJluded to, is destructive of that matual oonfidenoe among the Craft, which all 
good Masons must deplore, and which all good men must deplore, and which 
every good Mason ought to frown npon and check as far as the power so to do 
witliin him lielh. 

Estrangement between individuals, when once engendered through the agen- 
cy of the slanderer's tongue, soon extends to the friends and associates of the 
parties, and thus results are attained calculated to wound the sensibilities of 
every well meaning and calm reflecting Brother of the Fraternity. 



GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY. 

Wjb have received a oopy of the prooeediogs of this Grand Lodge, at its an- 
nnal communication, at Louisville, in Ootober last. The opening address of the 
Grand Master is a business paper, and aa such, of much interest to the Lodges in 
the jurisdiction. He says :-— 

<< This is the sixtythird Grand Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky. At the period of its organisatioa, in the year 1800, there were but 
five Masonio Lodges at work in all the region west of the Allegheny Mountains. 
Less than two hundred Masons comprised the whole body of those who wielded 
the mystic level and square in all the Mississippi Valley. The symbols of sav- 
age device were the only hieroglyphics ; the words of Christian missionaries the 
only expressioos of peace and good wilL Now, how changed ! More than 
3,000 Ijodges, more than 100,000 Masons, are the harvest of a little more than 
half a century of Mason-work, while every village has its coterie of banded 
Craftsmen, and every graveyard its Masonic symbols. In Kentucky, more than 
900 Masonio Lodges attest the earnestness with which Masonic principles have 
been inculcated here, and give promise to coming lime of a yet brighter and 
mQre glorious day of Masonic success, although its progress has been, and may, 
like all other interests in the land, continue to be checked for a period by the 
baneful blasts of this stupendous and deplorable civil war.'' 

The Grand Master does not believe in granting dispensations for making Ma- 
sons. Thus— 

'^ Many applications for dbpensations to confer degrees '^ out of {time," as 
well as to elect officers were made to me, as my correspondence will show, and 
were all declined for want of authority ." 

He notices the death of Past Grand Master Thomas Wabk^ who was killed at 
the battle of Cynthiana, on the 7lh of July. 

He speaks of Cross as the *' favorite pupil " of Webb. Cross never bad the 
confidence of Webb, and was the first to pervert, mutilate and corrupt his lec- 
tures. 

The death of Past Grand Master HENaY Wimgatjc, the oldest Masonic officer 
of that rank, was suitably noticed by the Grand Lodge. 

A committee was appointed to investigate the Order of ** Conservators," and 
report 
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INSTALLATION AT PAIRHAVEN, VT. 

Mr. Editor — Sir— It Beems rather late to record the events of the Old Year, 
when we have so many attractions in the present ; yet some are too good to be 
lost, and come better late than never. I propose to give yon a short notice of an 
installation of Masonic Officers of Lee Lodge, which came off publicly at Adams 
& Allen's Hall, in this place on Wednesday evening, Dec. 10, 1862. 
* Beside the installation of an excellent board of officers— among them, Simon 
Allen, Esq., of Hydeville, as W. Master of the Lodge — the main feature of the 
evening was an address delivered by Henry Clark, Esq., of Poultney, W. M., 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Vermont. 

The address was one of Mr. Clark's finest prodnotions. The subject was, 
<< The Spirit of the Age, considered in relation to the Institution of Masonry." 
It was treated in his characteristic style, and delivered in his usual animating 
and enthusiastic manner. It was a noble and manly production, breathing a high 
and elevating spirit, and gives him a high rank among the Masonic orators of the 
State. All through it was filled with a fervent spirit of brotherhood and philan- 
thropy, and a noble patriotic sentiment. 

After the address, Postmaster Hopson presented Mr, Clark with a Masonio 
keyboard, of marbleized slate. It was a complete surprise, bat Mr. Clark replied 
with some appropriate and very interesting remarks, also noticing his conoeetion 
with the Lodge and the characteis of some of its deceased members. 

On the whole, the evening passed off to the gratification of all preseal, and 
closed with an oyster supper at the Adams House, vs^ 

Fwham^ Vt., Jan. 17, 1863. 



THE MASONIC CIPHER. 

RoTAi. Arch Masons in this country are no donbt familiar with the secret 
cipher and Key, which they are told, apjiertains to the degree. Originally, how- 
ever, this cipher belonged to the symbolic degrees, and was transferred by Thoa. 
Smith Webb, into his arrangement of the Royal Arch. It does not appear to 
have ever been much used in England^ but on the continent we find it constant- 
ly employed, not only in the Blue degrees, but also in several of the so called 
Scottish or higher degrees. It was used, in various combinations, in the Strict 
Observance, and Swedish Rites, and in the Order of African Architects. 

The '* Key '' to this secret cipher is undoubtedly verv ancient. It was the 
basis on which were constructed the monog;ranmiatic << Marks " of the Medicev- 
al German Masons, and those of the Byzantine Architects. In the various secret 
societies of the German, French and Italian Tbeosopbists, Alchemists and Am- 
troloffists, from the commenoement of the 14th to the 16th centuries it was the 
favorite cipher. They derived it, direct, from the Hebrew Cabalists, whose 
secret doctrines were closely allied to those of Zoraster and the Alexandrian 
Gnosties. In an aocient MS. of the time of the celebrated Pic de la Marandolet, 
it is said of this cipher that '^ in ancient times it was considered a great secret," 
and that '' it derived its origin from the so-called ^ Celestial Alphabet " used by 
Moses and the Prophets in their writings.*' 

The famous ** Charter of Cologne," about which so much has been written, 
and authenticity of which is still a matter of dispute, is written in this cipher. 

The same cipher has also been discovered in an inscription on an ancient 
tomb at Herculaneum. — JST, Y, Couritr. 
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THE THREE GREAT LIGHTS OFMASONRY. 

We are toM, as M wrjna, ihai tho * iliree great \\r\\U of Misoury' are iho Hjly 
Bibl9, Bqaare and Cijrnpisa. rha Bible we are taught to take as the rale and 
guiJe of our faitti and pra;lUe, the sqaire to Aqaaro oar actions, and the coofipass 
to circumscribe oar desires and passions in due bounds vriih all mankind, but 
more especially with Brother Masons. 

Unlike many other symbols which have, from time to time, been introduced 
into the Tnslitution, the * three great lii^his' bear the stamp of great antiquity, and 
it is an interesting task to trace them back through their various interpretation to 
their origin in the Lodges of the operative Masons of by-gone ages. 

The first point which strikes us in considering these symbols, is the iilea of lighi. 
Light, amon<? all nations and in all ages, has ever been an emblem of know- 
ledge. The religious ideas of all ancient nations clearly atte.M this fact. Eternal 
troth waa always represented under the symbol of li;^ht. Truth is to the discern* 
ing mind what light is to the bodily senses. As light is ever present, rapid and 
active in nature, so are the comiemplative thoughts in thesanctunry of the mind. 
Light is as inseparably connected with heat as true knowledge is with human 
sensibility. Light and heat thus bear the same relation to the creative powers 
of nalnre as knowledge and sensibility do to the vigorous life of the mind. It 
was therefore appropriate to represent the knowledge of eternal and infinite things 
in their application to actual life, by the symbol oHifrfU, and this light might well 
be termed a great light. In this precise sense the term * liglit' i:« employed by 
all Eastern nations, especially in the scientific doctrines of the Hindoo Vedas, and 
in the light religion of the Zendavesta. We also find it, in a lesser degree, used 
In the star worship of the Sabeans and among the ancient Egyptians. From 
them this symbolism of light, as typifying an active, practical knowledge, was 
transmitted to the Greeks and Romans. From Persia and India it passed over 
amon^ the northern European nations, and into the mystic frroves and temples 
of the DraioB. It was a favorite symbol of the early Christian teachers, and 
many allusions to it are to be found in the Gospel of Su John. In short, we con- 
tinually meet with this symbol of light in all those religions and mythologies 
which are derived froui the East. 

The actual Masonic origin of the three great lights may be sought for in the 
Lodges of the Freemasons of the middle ages. The mediae vel Lodge (in German, 
Baohotte) was a frame building, constructed of planks, and erected clo^e to the 
spot, where a church or other religions edifice was in process of building. It 
had three main windows^one in the East, one in the West, and one on the Sooth. 
There was none in the North, because the Lodge was alwaya built on the south- 
ern side of the church and close to it, on account of the advantages of light and 
warmth presented by a southern aspect. Hence a window in the north would 
have been useless. These windows were termed by the craft, the ' three great 
lights,' the wonls Itchier, light and mndotos, being synonymous. Wo find in 
Vitrnvius and in Cicero the word luminal or lights, used to denote windows. 
These windows are always represented on the early tracing boards, and are dis- 
tinctly allmled to in our old rituals of 1725 and 1730. In the latter, they are term. 
ed * fixed lights,' their uses being * to light the men to, at, and irom their work / 
15 
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and, in a note, it is expressly stated that 'these fixed lights are three windows, 
supposed to be in every room where a Lodge is held.' At these three windows 
of the Lodge were seated the Master and his two Wardens ; the Fellow-CraAs 
had their appropriate position, and the Apprentices were placed in the north as 
they required less light than the more skillfol and advanced Fellow-Crafts. The 
ritual of 1730 alludes to this fact, and places the Junior Entered Apprentice ia 
the north^ bts business being * to keep off all cowans and eaves-droppers.' This 
is explained by the fact that the narrow space between the northern wall of the 
Lodge and ihe southern wall of the church would form a convenient hiding place 
for cowans and eaves-droppers, and heuce the duty of the Junior Entered Appren- 
tice. On the Master's table, at the east window, were placed the Bible, square 
and compass, the former as a token of devouiness, and the latter, not merely as 
the peculiar implements of the Master, but also as a sign or mark of the Frater- 
nity. The craftsmen, while busied at their labors, well knew that they received 
the light necessary for their work from the three great windows in the East, South 
and West; but they also knew that an inward or mental light was even more 
necessary, and that without it they could not properly complete their task. 

As expressive symbols of that mental light, they accepted the implements of 
the Master, audi he sacred book, which were displayed on the Master's table ; for 
the Bible was given to them as the rule and guide of their faith and practice; 
the square was an ancient symbol of the law, hence among the Greeks and 
Romans the expression kanon, or gnomon iou nomon^ and norma Ugis; and the 
compass were an appropriate emblem of that fraternal conduct which should 
characterize their dealings with all mankind, and more especially within their 
own circles. These three great lights thus inculcated a knowledge of God, of 
themselves, and of mankind. 

The three lesser lights of Masonry are derived from the same source. The 
actual wprk of the Masons was performed during the hours of daylight. When, 
however, the Brethren met for social enjoyment or business at night, artificial or 
€andk light beoame necessary. The officers retained their usual positions, and 
before each was placed a candle. These three candles were now termed ' the 
lesser lights,' and the idea of the Sun, Moon and Master, was connected with 
them. In the ritual of 1736, the three lesser ligJits are described as ^ three large 
candles placed on high candlesticks ;' they represented the * Sun, Moon, and Mas- 
ter Mason.' When, in the oourso of time, the practice was introduced of hold- 
ing the Lodges in taverns, or ordinary houses, the three great windows disappear- 
ed, but the three candles were retained. The oblong square^ formerly represented) 
by the Lodge itself, could no longer be properly represented, either in form orsit- 
aation by the meeting room of an ordinary house, and its place was supplied by 
the * drawing upon the floor,' consisting of an oblong square, drawn with chalk 
and charcoal. Tlie places of the officers were then removed from the walls to the 
interior of the drawing, while the rest of the Brethren stood around. This is 
shown by the sketch of the drawing upon the floor, as given in * The Three 
Distinct Knocks,' &c. Subsequently, this custom was again changed and the 
places of the oflicers and candles were removed outside of the drawing. 
Again, in la\er times, for the purpose of convenience, the ' oblong square' was 
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painted on a moveable carpet^ or tapist and when this cnstom had once been 
adopted, it soon led to the introduction of more and more emblems opon the oar- 
pet, until the original symbolism of the latter was entirely lost. In America the 
use of the carpet has been totally diaconlinued, its place being taken by the aUar^ 
which was formerly the Master's tablOi and which has been transferred from 
the east to the centre of the Lodge, altogether a modem innovation. — ,^non» 



THE OLD LODGE AT YORK. 

There is a tradition among Masonsi preserved in the *^ Ancient Conslitntions'* 
of the Fraternity, that in the reign of king Athelstane '' the King himself caused 
a general Assembly of all Masons in the Realme at York, and there made many 
Masons, and gave them a deepe charge for observation of such articles as belongs 
to Masonry, and delivered them the said Charter to Keepe.*' 

Anderson, in his second edition of the Book of Constitutions, 1738, quotes from 
the Ancient Constitutions ; *' That accordingly Prince Edwin summoned all the 
Free and Accepted Masons in the realm, to meet him in a Congregation at York, 
who came and formed the Grand Lodge under him as their Grand Master, A. D« 
926. '^ He then makee no further mention of Masonry at York, until the reign of 
Elizabeth, when that Qeen, '^ hearing the Masons had certain secrets that could 
not be revealed to her, (for that she could not be Grand Master) and being jealous 
of all secret assemblies, she sent an armed force to break up their annual Grand 
Lod^e at York, on St. John's Day, 27th December, 1561. (This Tradition was 
firmly believed by all the old English Masons)," 

The next allusion toYork, is as follows : — 

** Accordingly when G. Master Saokville demiited, A. D. 1567, Francis Russell, 
Earl of Bedford, was chosen m the ^Torth ; and in the South, Sir Thomas Qresh- 
am, who built the first Royal Exchange at London. A. D. 1570. Next Charles 
Howard, Lord of Effingham, was Grand Master in the South till 1588, then Geo. 
Hastings, Earl of Huntington, till the Queen died, unmarried, on the 24th March, 
1603; when the crowns of England and Scotland (though not yet the kingdoms) 
were united in her successor." 

This is the last and only alloston made by Anderson, to Grand Masters, or, 
more correctly speaking, to Patrons, in the North of England. It is possible that 
Anderson may not have been sufficiently informed on this subject; but it is sin- 
gnlar that no sobeequeot Masonic historians have given us any further details, 
with the exception of Preston, in his ** Illustrations of Masonry.'* 

In the edition of 1781, the first in which he gives any particulars, we find the 
following account of Masonry at York :— 

'* While Masonry was spreading its influence over the southern part of the 
Kingdom, it was not neglected in the North. The General Assembly, or Grand 
Lodge, at York, continued regularly to meet as heretofore. In 1705, under the 
direction of Sir George Tempest, Bart., then Grand Master, there were several 
Lodges and many worthy Brethren initiated in York and its neighborhood. Sir 
George being succeeded by the Right Hon. Robert Benson, Ma^or of York, a 
number of meetings of the fraternity were held at difierent times m that cit^, and 
the «Grand Feast during his membership is said to have been very brilliant. 
Sir William Robinson, £ut., succeeded Mr. Benson in the office of Grand Mas- 
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ter, and the fraternity aeero lo have considerably increased in the North onder 
his auspices He was succeeded by Sir Waher Hawkesworth, Barl., who gov- 
erned i he Society wiih great eclat. At the «»x|maiion of his mastori^hipi Sir 
George Tempest was elected a second lime GramI Master, and from the lime 
ot his eiectiou in 1714 to 1725, liie Grand Lodge continued re^ulaily to assemble 
at York, under the ilirecliou of Charles Fairfax, F>q., Sir Waller Hawkeswoith, 
Bart., E Ivvard Bell, Esq , Charles Baihurst, Esq., Edward Thomson, E-^,, M. P., 
John Johnson, M. D., and John Maniden, E^q., all of whom, in rotalioii, duiing 
the above period, regularly filled the office o[ Grand Master in the North of 
£nglan<l. 

** From this account, which i$ aulhentieated by the hooks of ike Grand Lodge in 
York, it appears that the Kevival ot Masonry in the South of England did not 
inleifere with ttie proceedings of the fraternity in the North, nor did this event 
taking place alienate aoy ajtegiance that might be doe to the General Assem- 
bly or Grand Lodge there, which Feems to have been considered at'ihat time 
and long after as the Mother Lodge of the whole Kingdom. 

" For a series of years ihe mobl perfect harmony subsisted between the two 
Grand Lo<l«ies, and private lodges flunrished in both pans of the Kingdom, under 
their separate juriedictiou. The only maik of superiority which the Grand Lotlge 
in the North appeais to have retained after the revival of Masonry in the South, 
is in the title which they claim, viz: The Grand l4)dge of all England^ Toiius 
Anglia; while the Grand Ludpe in the Souih pasted only under the denomi- 
nation uf The Grand Lodge of England. The latter, on account of its situa- 
tion, beiM<{ encourageii by some ol the principal nobility, soon acquired conse- 
quence and reputatioo ; while the former, restricted to lewer, though not less 
respectable members, seemed gradually lo decline. 

**Till within these few years, (1781) however, the authority of the Grand 
Lodge at Yurk was never challenged ; on the contrary, every Mason in the 
Kingdom held that Assembly in the higliest venerntion, and considered himself 
bound by the charges which originally sprung from that Assembly. To be 
ranked as det^cendauts of the oiiginal York Masons, was Ihe ^lory and boast of 
the Brethren in almosit eveiy country where Masonry was established ; and 
from (he prevalence and nniversuliiy ol the idea, that York was the place where 
Masonry was first establishei! by chaiier, liie Masoiwol England have received 
tribute from the first Slates in Korupe. 

*' It is much to be regretted that any separate interests should have destroyed 
the social iuierconrse of Masons; but it is no less remarkalile than true, that the 
Brethren in the North, and those in the South, are now (1781) in a manner un- 
known lo each other. Nolwiihslanding the pitch of eminenoe and splendor at 
which the Grand Lodge in London htx^i arrived, neither the Lodges in Scotland 
nor Iieland couttits cortespondence. 

*^To the introduction of a few modern innovations amon^ the I/»dg:e8 in the 
South, this oiilortunale circumstance has been atuibuied ; atid as lo the cootnees 
which now auh<ii^\s between the Grand Lod^e at York and 4he Grand Lodge iu 
London, auoiher rea.<on is assigned. A few Brethren al Yoik, haviiig on some 
trivial occa!«ion seceded t'lorn their anoienl Lodge, they applied tu London fur a 
Wariant of Constitution. Witfiotu inquiry into the merits of the case, ttieir 
application was honored. Instead of being recommended lo the Mother Lodge, 
to be restored to favor, these Brethren were encouraged lo revolt, and in open 
defiance of an cbiablished authority permitted under the banner of the Giand 
Lodge al |jOj»don, to open a ne»v Lodye in the ciiy of York ilself. This illeijal 
extension ol power and violent encumchment on the privdeges of Ancient Ma- 
sonry gave the highest offence lo Die Grand Lod^e al York, and occasioned a 
breach which time and a proper aitentiun to the rules of ihe Order only can 
repair." 

We may here remark, that up to this day, no documente or records emanating 
dkectly (tQm ihia aid iiudge at York, and which could throw any light upon its 
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hislory, haTe ever been discovered, with one exception, lo which we shall prei- 
ently allude. This is the more sorprising, as frequent opponunities were afford- 
ed by the so-called '^ Ancient MasonV and during the disputes between the 
Lo<ijre of Anliqnity and the Grand Lodge in London, fur the Lodge at York to 
come forward and either defend or set right those who avowedly and openly raised 
and contended for its banner. But through all this period it maiutaiaed a con- 
tinued sileuce. For this reason we deem it proper to notice all that Preston has 
given 08 in relation to the Lodge at York; bearing in mind, however, that this 
author, in his later editions^ has essentially modified the account, as given in the 
edition of 178], from which we quote. 

'*The £arl of Stralhmore was succeeded by the Earl of Crawford, who was 
installed at Mercer's Hall, on the 30th of March, 173L * # * The Earl 
of Crawford seems to have made \he first encroachment on the juris<iiction of the 
Grand Ijudge of Masons in the city of York, by constitotin:; two Lodges within 
their district, and by granting, without their consent, three Deputations^ appoint- 
ing owe for Lancashire, a second for Durham, ant) a third fur Northumberland. 
This circumstance the Grand Lodge in York, at thi*t time highly resented, and 
ever after seems to have viewed tlie Grand Lodge at London with a jealous eye. 
All friendly intercourse was stopt, and the Yoik Masons from that moment con- 
sidered their interest as distinct from that of the Masons under the Grand Lodge 
at Liondon." 

Preston here (fid. of 1781) speaksof this occnrrence as being ihe^rsf encroach- 
meni on the Lodge at York; bat in the editions of 1795, 1801, 1839, &c., he 
stales that *'The Earl of Crawfoid seems to have made another encroachment on 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge in the city of York," fitc. 

"The Marquis of Carnarvon succeeded Lord Darnley, on the 27th of April, 
1738. ♦ # * Two Deputations f«»r the office of Piovincial Grand Master 
were L'ranled by his Lordship, one for the Caribbee fslaiids and the other fur the 
West Ri<ling of Yorkshire. The latter appointment was considt^red as anoihtr 
encroachment on thejurieidiction of the Grand' Lcdse in York, and considerably 
widened the breach between the Brethren in the North and ti:e South of Eng- 
land, so that since that circumstance all correspondence between the two Grand 
Lodges has ceased.'' 

In the later editions of Preston, before-mentioned, this occurrence is designated 
as the third encroachment. It is proper al^o to notice that neither in Auderfion 
nor in Preston can we find any iniimation thai a corres{)ondence or intercourse 
existed at any time between the two Grand Lodges. A stilt greater motive for 
complaint on the part of the Grand Lod^ie in York, than those above asHgned, 
Would seem to be contained in the folluwing paragraph, >from the Book of Consti- 
tutions, 1738, especially when we consider that the pubfishers. Ward and Chand- 
ler, cii the title page of that book, advertise it as being for sale ^^at their shopSf in 
Coney atrettt York^ and at Scarborough Spaw." 

**A1I these foreign Lodges are nnder the patronage of our Grand Master of 
E'i<rland. But the old Lodiient York city, and the Lotlges of Scotland, Ireland, 
Franire and Italy, nffetfing ihdipffiHe cy, are under their own Grand Masters, 
th'-ouh they have their own CoMMiiniions, Charjze^, Hefrulations^ Sic.y for guh- 
$lance^ wiili their Brethren of England, and are equally xealous for the Augustan 
style and the secrets of their ancit-nt oiid honorable Fraleiniiy." 

In alluding to the schism of 1739, Preston says, (Ed. of 1781) that, 

** A civil rebellion ensuHil^ and under the feigned name of ihe Atient York 
ConstUuliony these Lodges daily increased, and many gentlemen of reputation 
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were introdnoed amongr them. Wilhoat any authority from the Grand Lodge at 
York, or from any other established Masonic power, these irregular Brethren 
formed committees, held communications, appointed annual feasts, and under 
the false appellation of the York banner, gained the countenance of the Scotch 
and Irish m aeons,'* &c. 

This passage was written by Preston, at the very time when the Lodge of An- 
tiquity, his own Lodge, had assnmed a position of open hostility to the Grand 
Lodge at London, and had united with the Lodge in York. His Lodge appoint- 
ed committees to examine reoords, and published a manifesto in its vindication, 
declaring that it ** avowed an alliance with the Grand Lodge of all England, held 
in the city of York, and every Lodge and Mason who wished to act in conformity 
to the original Constitution.*' The old Lodge at York, thus appears to have still 
existed In an isolated position in 1778, but it has been historically proven that it 
never had any connection whatever with the so-called *' Ancient Masons." 

Preston, in his first account of the old Lodge at York, states that his aoconnt 
'^ is auihenlicated by the books " of that Grand Lodge. He names its Grand 
Masters from 1714 to 1725, but nowhere says that it granted warrants of Consti- 
tution to Lodges out of Yurk city. The title of Grand Master, must not lead ua 
to false conclusions, for this designation was very frequently applied to the Maa* 
ters of subordinate Lodges, even as late as the year 1780. We may ask why, if 
Preston had access to the archives of the old Lodge at York, he has not given ne 
the names of its Grand Masters from 1725 to 1781 , a period of more than half a 
century, more particularly as it would seem to have been a matter of considera- 
ble importance to him, in his actual poeilion, to have been enabled to trace accu- 
rately the unbroken suocession of Grand Masters in York, from 1705 to his day ? 

Preston's partiality and prejudice are shown by his statement, that *Mo be 
ranked as descendants of the original York Masons, was the glory and boast of 
the Brethren in almost every country where Masonry was established," for, ex- 
clusive of the <ra<ftfton concerning the General Assembly at York in 996, there is 
no trace of York Masonry ^ or of its prior claims to antiquity in any authentic docu- 
ments whatever, and all foreign Lodges which received their warrants of Consti- 
tution from England, received them from one or the other of the Grand Lodges 
in London, well knowing that there genuine and ancient Masonry was practised. 

It would seem to be fairly shown, as regards all these claims and pretensions 
to York, that when the taste of the English nation had been diverted from the 
mediffival style of architecture, and had adopted the Italian, so-called Augustan 
style, introduced by Inigo Jones, subsequent to 1600, Ancient Masonry would 
have become extinct and completely forgotten by the commencement of the 18th 
century, had it not been for the intervention of the four old Lodges at London. 
The speculative or spiritnalized tendency imparted by Desagnliers and his co- 
adjutors to Ancient Masonry, rescued the Society from total oblivion, and the 
spirit of emulation engendered by the example of the re-organized Fraternity in 
London, among their Brethren in York, awoke again the slumbering faculties, 
which, without the lead of London, would long since have fallen into complete 
decay. 

As to the Lodges of Scotland, they first formed themselves into an indepen- 
dent Grand Lodge, on the dOth of November, 1736, prior to which time they 
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existed nnder a condition of hereditary patronage. The idle fables concerning 
Scotland, as being the Cradle of Freemasonry, and the Scotish Masons as consti- 
tuting a secret society, the depository of illustrious and ineffable mysteries, are 
based on the so-called Historia Ordinis^ and can have no place in a true and ro« 
liable history of the Fraternity. 

In the <* Dbfemcs of FaEXHASOiiaT, &c., in which is contained a Refnta* 
tion of Mr. Dxrmott'b absurd and ridiculous Aceouid of Freanawnry^ in his book 
entitled Miman i2zeofi, &p. London, 1765," are sereral passages which have 
a special bearing on our present subject. 

" From hence it appears that the Crapt was not in that State of Inactivity (in 
1717) as xhis^Hendtd detent Mason (Dermott) would insinuate ; neither is it to 
be supposed that Masoney was so much forgotten as to render it necessary to 
substitute any thing new in its slead, as the London Lodges (which were never 
reduced to a less number than four) still continued their meetings, and though 
they were a little Time, without an acting Grakd Master, I suppose they were 
as capable of preserving the ancient TradUionSf &c., of the Craft as the Breth- 
ren at York,* whose numbers were certainly excelled by those at London, as 
the building of such a noble Edifice as SL Fatd% and other great works carry- 
ing on at the same Time, brought Masons not only fiom most Paits of England, 
but from several foreign countries. 

'* With regard to the Ancient or York Masons, we have no Regulations of 
theirs in print but what Mr. Dermott has produced and calls by that name, and 
those of no longer standing than the year 1751, which was about the Time that 
those very Ancient Mauons began to be much talked of. From hence it appears 
that the Masons at York aporoved of the London Masons printing the Constitu- 
tion-Book from the ancient Records of the Fraternity, in the year 1723, by their 
sot printing one in opposition to it ; and they doubtless approved of their choice 
of Mr. Sayer, as Grand Master, in the year 1717, in the room of Sir Christopher 
Wren, or they would certainly have chosen one them^selves." 

** And because they know the English Grand Lodge will not authorize their 
illicit and ignorant Proceedings, and that the Grand Master of Ireland will not 
countenance them here, they have, with the assistance of some Honest Yorkshire 
men^ who have come to London on the same account, trumpt up what they call 
Ancient, or York Masonry," &c. 

We will now proceed to quote from a very scarce book, entitled-^ 
" A speech Deliver'd to the Worshipful and Anlient Society of Free and Ao 
eepted Masons^ at a Grand Lodoc, held at Merchants^ Hall, in the City of York, 
on Si.. John^s Day^ Deoember 27, 1796. The Right Worshipful CHARLES 
BATHURST, Esq., Grand Master. Bv the Junior Grand Warden. Olim 
maninisse Juvabil, York : Printed by Thomat Gent, for the Benefit of the 
LoDes." 

''And tho* Old FeniZam, since called St. Albans, may justly claim Prece- 
dency as the first built town in Britain, yet yoq know we can t)oa8t that the first 
Grand Lod^e ever held in England, was held in this eity where Edwin, the first 
Christian King of the Northumbers, about the Six Hundredth Year after Christ, 
and who laid the foundation of our Cathedral, sat as Grand Master. This is 
sufficient to make us dispute the superiority with the Lodges at London. But 
as nought of that kind ought to be among so amicable a Fraternity, we are con- 

41** I should like to know bow many Lodges there were then at Tork." " And it is certain 
that the Lodges at York approved the conduct ot tboae of London, in the choice oi a Grand 
Mn^ter, &c., since we have no account of their choosing one, neither have we heard of their 
having a Grand Master of their own, till of late yean, when some Brethren of Ireiandi who 
afiect .singularity, being refused the countenance of iheir own Grand Master, aad for ecfaear 
reasons too welf known, were glad to aiisume the Title of Ancient York Masons," &c. 
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tent thejr enjoy the Title of Grand Master of England, bet the Totiut^gUm we 
claim aa our undouhled Right." 

Ilia remarkable that the Junior Grand Warden here dates the General Assem- 
bly at York, in the year GOO. 

'* And here I have a fair Opportonity to enlarrre upon the encnmiuins <lne to 
our Present Grand iMa^'ter, whust* Regard lur his Oilice, Protiuieficy in the 
Scierire. nnd his Great Munificence shown to the Society, can never be forgot- 
ten. Manai alia Menie Repostum- VVe must all ackuowledire him to be the 
Foundation -Stone of its Present and Growing Grandeur. Bui His Command pre* 
vents me tiom proceeiiing in this. 

*' A Word of Advice or two and I have done. To you, my Brethren, the 
Working Masons, I recommend carefully to peruse our Constitutions, There are 
in them Excellent Rules laid do^va for your conduct, and I need not insist opon 
them here. 

** To you that are of other Trades and Occupations, and have the Honour to be 
admitted into this Society, I speak thus, &c. • # • As well henceforwards 
as this Solemn Day, let each salute his Brother with a cheerful countenance : 
That as lon^r as our Feet shall stand up3n this Girthly Foundation, we may join 
Henrt and Hami, and, as it were, with one Voice from the same Throat, d-M^tare 
our Principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth to one another. Alter '^nicli, 
and a Strict Observance of our OhligationiS( we can be in no Danger from the 
Malice of our Enemies without the Lodge, nor in Perils amongst False Bielhren 
tpithin. 

^ And now, Gentlemen, (the Academicians) I have reserved my last Admoni- 
tions for you. • * • 'Tis true, by Signs, Words and Tokens, yon are put upon 
a level with the meanest Brother ; but you are at liberty to exceed them, as far 
as a supeiior Genius and education will conduct you. I am credibly inlormM, 
that in most Lodges in London and several other parts of the Kint;dom, a Lec- 
ture on some Point of Geometry or Architecture is given at every meeting ; and 
why the Mother Lodge of them all should so far forget her own institutions, can- 
not be accounted for but from her extreme old age. However, being now sotfi- 
eiently awakened and revivM by the comfortable Appearance of so many worthy 
sons, I must tell you that she expects that every Gentleman, who is called a Free- 
mason, should not be startled at a Problem in Geometry, a Proposition in Euclid, 
or at least be wanting in the History and Just Distinction of the five Orders of 
Architecture.'' 

From this Speech, the official character of which cannot be doubted, we see 
that Bro. Bat hurst. Grand Master, ie pointed at as one who by his munificence 
and energy had revived the Lodge ; for he is therein designated as ^ ttie Founda- 
tion*Stone of its Present and Growing Grandeur." 

This confirms the hint dropped by Anderson, that the old Lodge at York had 
been inactive, or of but little consequence, between the years 1714 and 1725. 
The expressions of the orator, tliat the old Mother Lodge had forgotten 
''her own institutions, which cannot be accounted for but from ber extreme old 
age," and again that " being now sufficiently awaken'd and reviv'd, &c.,** are 
also confirmatory of Anderson's statement, that the old Lodge had be» on " grad- 
ually to Decline." The continued use of the predicate Grand Master, Tolius 
Anfirlut^ shows that they intended to remain independent, and what is of import- 
ance, to continue on fraternal terms with the Grand Lodge at London. Preston 
must have known this speeoh, as some of the expressions made use of by him 
attest ; but he has paid no attention to the implications it contains. Preston also 
intimates that there were subordinate Lodges working nodor the jurisdiction of 
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the Onnd Lodge in York, bat he has not specified any; a strange oversight for 
one who was writing in behsilf oi his party, and who could thns have furnished a 
ooHTincing proof of the correotness of his assertions. We are consequently 
authorized to doubt the existence of such subordinate Lodges. 

PrestoD alleges as one of the principal reasons for the breach between the 
Grand Lodges of York and London, that the latter had granted warrants for 
Liodges within the jurisdiction of the former, and had even appointed Prov. 
Grand Masters. He names but three counties, although Cumberland and West- 
moreland are likewise situated in the Northern part of England. On referring 
to the official '' Lists of Lodges '' of the Grand Lodge of England, we find the 
following Lodges in the three counties named : — Feb. 2, 1724, Stockton upon 
Tees, Durham, still existing in 1798; Aug. 29, 1729, Scaresborough, Yorkshire, 
erased in 1754 ; Feb. 92, 1731, Leigh, in Lancashire, still existing in 1756; 
Not. 9, 1732, Bolton le Moors, Lancashire, still existing in 1798 ; June 26, 1733, 
Bury, Lancashire, still existing in 1798—1734, Swalwell, Durham, still existing 
in 1798; March 8, 1736, Gateshead, Durham, erased in 1760; June 24, 1735, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, Northumberland, still existing in 1776 ; Aug. 1, 1738, 
Halifax, Yorkshire, still existing in 1788. 

In 1735, the Earl of Crawford appointed three Prov. Gr. Masters for these 
three oounties, in which Lodges had already for several years existed. In 1738, 
the Marquis of Carnarvon appointed a P. G. M. for the West Riding of York, after 
whose death, in 1740, another was appointed. In 1742, Lord Ward appointed 
another Prov. G. Master for Lancashire. From the 20th Dec, 1753 to the 3l8t 
Joly, 1763, there were constituted, five Lodges in Lancashire, seven in Durham, 
five in Northumberland, and nine in Yorkshire, On the 12th of January, 1761, a 
Lodge was instituted in the city of York itself, ^hich was erased from the list on 
the 27th of January, 1768. The Apollo Lodge, on the 31st July, 1773, in the 
city of York, is evidently the one to which Preston alludes more particularly. 
It certainly must strike us as singular, that the Junior Grand Warden, in his 
speech, 1726, expresses no dissatisfaction concerning the institution in 1724, of 
the Lodge at Stockton upon Tees, of the existence of which he must have been 
well aware. Nor do we find that the old Lodge at York uttered any complaint 
at the establishment of the Lodge at Scaresborough, in its own coonty, in 1729 ; 
or at the gradual institution of new Lodges in each of the three counties above- 
named. Prom thb view of the matter, it would seem that the old Lodge at York 
was content to exist independently, and to consider itself as the Cradle of Free- 
masonry in England, without making any pretence to the right of jurisdiction over 
the North, or of contributing new Lodges. 

Preston, who states that his account *Ms authenticated by the Books of the 
Grand Lodge at York," ought consequently to have been, not only able, but 
bound, to show by them the remonstrances and dissatisfaction of the Grand Lodge 
at York at the above encroachments, all of which he has neglected to do— proba- 
bly for the reason that no such dissatisfaction was ever expressed. From 1738 
to 1753, no new Lodges were constituted in the North by the Grand Lodge at 
London, probably on account of the general decline of Masonry during that 
period, which will be readily seen by an examination of the Lists of Lodges* 
16 
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From 1753 to 1778, twentyeight Cbarten were granted for new Lodgee in the 
three coontie? of Dorham, Yorkshire and Lancashire, a proceeding which Pres' 
too, strangely overlooking the existence of the Lodge in the city of York itself, 
from 1761 to 1768, strongly censored ; bat wh|jch is readily explained by the fact 
that daring this period the Grand Lodge of London was engaged in its war 
against the Ancient Masons, who had raised the banner of York Masonry as a 
pretext for their revolt. As a measure of retaliation, the Grand Lodge of Lon- 
don resolved to erect her own banner in the ciiy of York itself, and this acoouots 
for the establishment by it, of so many Lodges in the North of England. 

Noorthouck, in his Book of Constitutions, 1784, referring to the schism of 
1739, makes the following statement : — 

*' Under a fictitious sanctioa of the Antient York Constitntioos, which was 
dropped at ihe revival of the Grand Lodge, in 1717, they (the Ancient Masons) 
presumed to claim the right of constitnting Lodges. Some Brethren at York 
continued indeed to act under their original Constitution, notwithstanding the 
revival of the Grand Lodge of England ; but the irregular Masons in London 
never received any patronage from them. The Antient York Masons were con- 
fined to one Lodge, which is still extant (1784) but consists of very few mem- 
bers, and will probably be soon altogether annihilated.'' 

Even if we cousider Noorthouck as a partisan writer, wholly in the interests of 
the Grand Lodge of London, yet his statement as above, is confirmed by E. F. 
Rivinus, in his "Historical and Statistical Description of Northern England. 
Leipzic, 1824," viz : 

<* About the year 1787, the regular communications of the Brethren were dis- 
continued, and the only member still remaining is a Mr. Blanchard, who had long 
been a Mason, and finally Grand Secretary, and who has all the books and 
papers which belonged to the Lodge, in his possession." 

Rivinns probably derived his information from the History and Description of 
the Ancient City of York, comprising all the most interesting information 
already published in Drake's Eboracam, &c., by Wm. Hargrove. York: 1818," 
from which we give the following extracts : 

**The Grand Lodge of All England, thus instituted at York, acknowledged 
no superior, paid homage to none, except in its own right, and granted Constita- 
tions, certificates, &c. (Note. The * Grand Lodge of England,' held at the 
Queen's Head Tavern, Holborn, in London, had its Constitution granted by this 
Grand Lodge, in 1799, being only for that part of England which lies South of 
Trent. This Lodge also granted Constitutions to the Lodges held at Ripon, 
Knaresborough, Uovingham, Rotherham, &c.) The seal of this Lodge affixed 
to its Constitution and certificates, was as represented below. The obverse of 
the seal, which is of an oval form, represents a shield charged with three coro« 
nets, above which is the date, A. D. 926. The inscription is— Sioil : Frat : 
Ebor : PER Edwin ; Coll : The reverse of the seal displays the usual ' Ma- 
sonic Arms,' adopted by the Grand Lodge of < Ancient Masons' at London, af\er 
the introduction of the Royal Arch. 

** This Lodge, which had flourished more than 40 years in the l8th centary, 
was, from causes which are not at present known, disconttnaed for a length of 
time, but on the 17th of March, 1761, it was renewed by six surviving members, 
viz : Bro. Francis Drake, F. R. S., author of Eboracum, G. M., Bro. George 
Reynoldson, D. G. M., Bros. G. Coates and Thomas Mason, G. W.'s, Bros. Chris- 
.topher Conltoa and Martin Croft. Among the parchments belonging to the 
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Lodge, is a very anoient MS. on the sabjeot of Masonry, which was found at the 
demolition of Pontefract Castle, in the year 1649, and was presented to the Lodge 
io the year 1738, by iMr. Drake, the distinjg^uished antiquary jast mentioned. 

**Ia 1770 at^he Feast of St. John, Sir Thomas Gascoigne, Bart., bein^ then 
Grand Master elect, a procession of more than 120 Brethren went from the Grand 
Lodi^ room, in the York Tavern, to St. John's Church, Micklegate : and as a 
further proof of the importance of this Lodge, we find it recorded that, on the 
24th of June, 1783, the Grand Master, with all the officers, attended in the great 
room of the Mansion House, where a Lodge in the third degree was opened ; 
and Bro. Wm. Giddall, Esq., at that time the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor and 
Grand Master elect, was installed, acconling to an ancient usage and custom. 
The Most Worshipful Grand Master of all England, and was then saluted, horn- 
aged and acknowledged. 

** About 1787 the meetings of this Lodge were discontinued, and the only 
member now remaining is Mr. Blaochard, proprietor of the York Chronicle, to 
whom the writer is indebted for information on the subject. He was a member 
many years, and, being Grand Secretary, all the books and papers which belong- 
ed to the Lodge are still in bis poase&sion." 

Thus we see that the old Lodge at York became extinct about the year 1787. 
The assertion contained in the above, that this Lodge granted the Constitution 
for the Grand Lodgejof Ancient Masons in 1799, has been proved to be historically 
false. In regard to the books and papers uf the old Lodge* we find a passage in 
the Freemason's Quar. Review, 1842, p. 390, which alludes to them. In speak- 
ing of the original York Constitution, a copy uf which was said to be in the Ar- 
chives of the Grand Lodge of York, and which is mentioned by the Junior 
Warden in his Speech, 1726, the editor remarks, chat "all the papers which 
were left by the Grand Lodge of York, were transferred to the United Grand 
Lodge, but wo doubt the present existence of this interesting document.'' 

Krause, in his " Drei Knnsturkunden,'' gives a German translation of a Latin 
copy of what purports to be the original York Constitution, and which was sent 
to him by a Bro. Stonehouse, at York. Kloss, however, has proved beyond a 
doubt that this document is in reality no older than the year 1738. 

The F. M. Quar. Review, 1844, p. 148, contains a notice that ^ The Board of 
General Purposes of the Grand Lodge at London, purchased in 1839, for 25 
pounds, a parchment copy of. the Ancient Constitution described by us, five 
mches broad and about nine feet long. It bears date 25 Dec. 1183. Dr. Oliver, 
to whom Dr. Crucefix showed the document, thinks that the court character dates 
from the time of Queen Elizabeth, and is, in this respect, of a difiereni opinion 
from the writer of this article. The Dr. probably judges correctly, as his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the handwriting of the different countries cannot be ques- 
tioned." 

Thus have we collected and reviewed all the accounts we have at the present 
day concerning the old Lodge at York. In conclusion, we n^ost express our 
regret that Stephen Jones and Dr. Oliver, in their later editions of Preston's Il]us« 
trations, have neglected to notice the wide difllerencesand discrepancies between 
Preston^s own editions of his work^and which are calculated to convey erroneous 
impressions to the mind of the superficial reader. 
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THE LODGE MILITANT.* 

SoHK ootsiders, from a consideration that many thousands uf Brethren swell 
the ranlcs of the voluuteer force, now leagued together for the purpose of acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the art of war, have questioned whether, in so doing, Crafts- 
men are acting quite in unison with the spirit of Freemasonry, whose mission is 
prominently held forth to be one of Uniykesal BROTHxaBooo and Pcack. 
While as MaBons, we can have nothing to do with war, except it be to try to 
amelioraie its horrorb, the Order has contained some of the most distinguished 
warriors of modern times. Washington and Wellington, Nelson and Napier, 
Moore and Moira, with other commanders of lesser note, were members of the 
Craft, and their brilliant achievements in the service of their country continue to 
be remembered with pride and gratitude by every patriotic CrafUman, both here 
and in America. As Masons we are ever ready to offer the olive branch for the 
acceptance of Brethren of every dime ; but when, as citizens of our respective 
countries, we unfurl the war banner in a righteous cause, we do not compromise 
any principle of Masonry. But it is far fiom our intention to enter upon a dis- 
quisition affecting the propriety or impropriety of members of the Order engaging 
in the profession of arms ; rather it is our object to afford to Brethren the oppor- 
tunity of contrasting with that of the present day the enthusiasm in the Volunteer 
cause which animated the Brethren of a former generation. There are many 
now living who remember how, when the First Napoleon thres^tened the invasion 
of this country, some 400,000 volunteers sprang up as one man for the defence 
of home and fatherland. That the Crafl furnished their quota to that army of 
reserve is beyond a doubt, for occasionally even yet we meet upon the chequer- 
ed floor with old Brethren who have served in it. But few, very few — none 
almost — now journey on the level of time, who can have any recollection of. the 
spirit^f devotion to their country which, long anterior to the advent of Napoleon, 
beat 80 high in the heart of the Craftsmen of Scotland as to call down upon them 
a public rebuke from their supreme head in Masonic matters, or even that such 
was the case is known to comparatively few of those now taking an active part 
in the business of the Order. 

History tells us that in 1777, with America in open rebellion against her Sov- 
ereignty, and menaced by more than one of the Continental Powers thirsting for 
her humiliation, Britain called for an extraordinary levy of men, wherewith to 
meet the emergency. Carried away by the patriotism which filled their bosoms, 
many Lodges seem fairly to have lost sight of their principles as members of the 
Fraternity. They, at the period we speak of, not only devoted their funds to the 
payment of large bounties to Volunteers, but offered the right of initiation free to 
all who chose to join the regular army. Bro. Sir Wm. Forbes, Bart, was then 
Grand Master of Scotland, and in order to put a stop to, and mark their displeas- 
ure at, such unraasooic conduct, the Grand Lodge of Scotland addressed to all 
their subordinate Lodges the following circular, copies of which may still be 
found engrossed in the minute books of some of our Scottish Lodges : — 

*By a Soottwh correspondeat ot ike LaodoD Freem&son'iB Magazine. 
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** Edinburgh, Feb. 12, 1778. 
** J{. TFl Brother : — At a Quarterly Commuoication of the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land, held here the 2nd instant, I received a charee to acquaint all the Lodges in 
Scotland, holding of the Grand Lodge, that the &rand Lodge has seen with con- 
cern, advertisements in the public newspapers, from different Lodges in Scotland, 
not only offering a bounty to recruits who may enlist in the new levies, but with 
the addition that all such recruits shall be admitted to the freedom of Masonry. 
The first of these they consider as an improper alienation of the funds of the Lodge 
from the support of their poor and distressed Brethren ; and the second they re* 

£ard as a prostitution of our Order, which demands the reprehension of the Grand 
odge. whatever share the Brethren may choose to take as individuals in aiding 
those levies, out of teal to serve their private friends, or to promote the public ser- 
vice, the Grand Lodge consider it to be repugnant to the spirit of our Craft that 
way Lodge should take a part in such a busmess, as a collective body. For Mason* 
Tj ia an Order of Peace, and it look; on all mankind to be Brethren as Masons, 
whether they be at peace or war with each other, as subjects of contending conn- 
tries. 

'* The Grand Lodge therefore strictly enjoin that the practice may be forthwith 
diacontinned. 

** By order of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

•* Will. Mason, G. Sec. 

The Lodge among whose minutes we found the above letter, unanimously 
agreed to Grand Lodge's request, and ordered an answer to be immediately re- 
turned, expressly mentioning that the Brethren ^' bad no intention by any means 
of interfering in the new levies," and that they were '^ extremely happy to find 
that Grand Lodge's sentiments correspond with their own." 



FORGIVENESS OP INJURIES. 

Ih this oonnlry, most of the members of the Masonic Fraternity, profess to be 
guided by, or at least, to respect and believe in, the doctrines of Christ and his 
disciples. To such we would say a few words. Who among you would will- 
ingly meet the king of terrors with malice in your hearts, cherishing revenge, 
and holding a mental reservation against any human being 1 Bear in mind that 
moat sublime expresaion in that prayer, lawful alike to Hebrew or Christian, 
'* forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us." Can 
we be forgiven unless we forgive? The Saviour promises us that if we forgive 
we shall be forgiven, and he emphatically assures us that if we do not forgive 
we shall not be forgiven. « 

We are furthermore instructed not to bring an offering to the altar, if we have 
aught against a brother, until we have Qrst been reconciled, and then to offer our 
gift. This is the hardest thing for poor human nature to perform. It would 
seem hard enough to forgive one who has maliciously or carelessly injured us, 
without asking a reconciliation. To us the offer of reconciliation would seem to 
come more properly from the offender. And so it would. Still, if it does not 
come, the offended party should not delay to seek a reconciliation. ** To render 
good for evil is God-ltke." 

It was in this spirit that two Masons settled their difficulties not far from our 
residence. Difficulties grew up between two farmers, arising from encroach'- 
ments of one upon the other, as was believed, and a law suit was the oonse- 
qnenoe. 
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The {NVtf wlio fancied htnuelf iDJarod, himself a Maaon, ia some way fouad 
the defendant to be one also. He im mediately waited apoa him, and iiiqaired if 
it was true that he was a Mason. The defendant answering affirmatively, the 
plaintiff renarked that they were not settlingp their troubles in a Masonic ipanner, 
and that actuated by a true Masonic spirit, they could settle their matters easier 
than anybody could do it for them ; the defendant met him like a man, half way ; 
they struck hands, and in fifteen minutes the affair was settled, and they agreed 
to live together in the true spirit of Masonic charity. About this there was no 
mawkish sentimentality ; two common sense farmer Masons knew what was 
right, and acted accordingly. 

We want to carry this point farther. It is the doty of every Mason to practice 
upon this holy, generous and God-like principle in all h^ dealings and inter- 
course with all men. 

*' Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them." 

We hope we have forgiven all, as we hope to be forgiven. — Masonic Trowel. 



DocTOB JOHN WALTON. 

PeppereU, Jan, 15. 1863. 

Br. C. W. MooRB— The rapid wheel of Time has struck from the roll of the liv- 
ing, our venerable Brother and Past Master of St. PauPs Lodge, Dr. John Walton, 
of Pepperell, in hia ninetytbird year. On Sunday, Dec. Slat, at the going down of 
the son, he ** gave up the ghost (like Abraham of old) and died in a good old age, 
an old man, and fall of yeara ; and was gataered to bis people.*' ** Our fathera ! 
where are they 1 And do the prophets live forever ?" Nearly seventy yecwe a 
Freemason ! — and probably the oldest in the United States at the time of his death. 
He graduated at Harvard College in 1791. The last of his class has now passed to 
the ocean of eternity ! He has been absent from Commencement bat twice since 
he graduated ! For a number of years a member of the Massachusetts Medical So* 
eiety ; a skillful and scientific physician ; one who took a great interest in the 
cause of education. A good singer, and did much to promote vocal music. In a 
municipal capacity, he held different offices in the town for a namber of years, giv* 
ing satisfaction to the citizens. A magistrate.^ A deacon of the Christian Church 
over thirty years. 

As a Freemason, he was the devoted friend of the Masonic Institution. Present 
at ths Consecration of St. Paul's Lodge, in Groton, in 1797^the last of our Order 
who witnessed that solemn scene, has passed to the Lodge of Immortality. He 
had held the various offices of the Lodge, as Secretary, &c. up to W. Master, with 
honor. In the days of antimasonry, which threatfned to sweep all who belonged 
to the Institution, both from Church and State, like the samiel of the desert, he 
stood like a tower of strength in defence of an Institution which breathes '* Glory 
to God in the highest— on earth peace, good will to man.'* The place that knew 
him once in St. Paul's Lodge, will know him no more forever->only in memory. 
It is over a year since he met with us in the Lodge. How happy we were to take 
our venerable Brother by the hand and conduct him to the Oriental Chair. He 
could tell us of other generations ; of scenes that occurred in the days of the Amer- 
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ican Rerolution. He rtmembered Meing the British soldiert pan b j his father's 
(Dea« John Walton, of Cambridge) on the 19th of April, 1775, oo their way to 
Lexington and Concord. On their retreat he was taken by his mother into the 
fields t^ avoid assassination, while his father was porsuing the enemy. These are 
thrilling incidents. His name will remain enrolled on the tablet of memory, while 
Freemasonry exists in St. Paul's Lodge. 

At a Regular meeting of St. Paul's Lodge, in Groton, Dec. 29th, 1862, the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were adopted : — 

Reiohtd, That we thank the Almighty Architect, in the name of bis blessed Son, 
JeSQs Christ, that he has spared the life of our venerable Brother thus far in the 
terrestrial Lodge. 

Heaolvidf That our furniture and jewels be clothed in mourning for three months. 

Ruolved, That we tender our heart-felt thanks to the citizens of Pepperell for the 
respect they shew to the venerable dead, when his remains were deposited with 
their kindred dust. 

Reaohed, That the foregoing Resolutions be placed on our Records, and a copy 
sent for publication in the Freemasons' Magazine. 

Stilucan Lawrincb, Sec. Silas Numico, W. M, 

Yours, fraternally, Luther S. Bancroft. 

The death of Rev. Samuil Osgood, D. D., late Grand Chaplain, and of R. W. 
Isaac P. Skavit, late one of the District Deputy Grand Masters, was appropriately 
noticed in Grand Lodge on the 30th of December, and the following resolutions, 
offered by Rev. Dr. Randall, were unanimously adopted :— 

It having pleased the All*wise Ruler of the Universe to remove from this world, 
since the last annual Communication of Grand Lodge, the Rev. Samuel Osgood, 
D. D., late Grand Chaplain, and our Bro. I. P. Seavy, late Grand Lecturer, 

Ruolvid^ That in the death of our late Brother, Rev. Samuel Osgood, D. D., the 
Masonic Fraternity has Idst one of its firmest friends and brightest lights. 

R^Molvid^ That this Grand Lodge feels a melancholly satisfaction in recording its 
testimony to the fearless fidelity which marked his Masonic course in times of trial \ 
to his intelligent attachment to the Order, and to his devotion to its interests at all 



Jlesofoed, That we cherish in Fraternal remembrance the many religious, Ma- 
sonic and social virtues, which enobled the life of our departed Brother as a con* 
sistcnt Christiaui an upright man, and a patriotic citizen. 

Re$olvedf That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of our deceased 
Brother, and be published in the Freemasons* Magazine. 

Rgiolvid^ That this Grand Lodge have beard with deep sorrow of the death of 
our late highly esteemed Brother, Isaac P. Seavey, who has filled with great ac- 
ceptance the responsible offices of Grand Lecturer, and District Deputy Grand 
li aster in this jurisdiction. 

R€$olvtdf That in the death of Bro. Seavey the Masonic Fraternity has lost a 
usefol member, whose zealous labors have largely contributed to the promotion of 
its interests in this Commonwealth. 

Reiolvid, That this Grand Lodge, in token of its appreciation of the character 
and services of Bro. Seavey, place upon its records these resolutions as an abiding 
testimonial, and direct that a copy of the same be forwarded to the family of the 
deceased, and be published in the Freemasons' Magazine. 
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MASONIC CHIT CHAT. 

Or AND Lbctorebs. The Grand Lecturers 
of MaBMchasetU (or the present year are, £. 
D. Bancroft, Oroton Jundtum^ L. U. Oam- 
well, Pittsfietd, and I. U. Pope, Boston. 



St. AMBiKW'fl LoDOB, B08TOV. We un- 
dersUnd that this Lodge at iu last meeting 
made a second donation of two hundred do^ 
Ian in aid of tbe funds of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. Such acts of disinterested liberality 
are highly creditable, not only to tbe Lodge 
in which they originate, but to tbe whole Fra- 
ternity, and go far to stultify tiw charge of 
selfishness and ezclusiveoess, which has been 
so often applied to Masonic charities, by tbe 
enemies of our institution, and others, igno- 
rant of tbe works of Masonry. 

HoR. J08IAB H. DaUMMONii, 6. MasTbb 
OF Maims. It will be exceedingly gratifying 
-to the hosts ot friends of this distinguished 
and 111. Brother, to learn that on the 9th ult. 
be was again, by an overwhelming majority, 
re-elected Attorney General of the State of 
Maine. 

A. AMD A. RiTK IN PROyiDSRCX, R. I. 

Neu>port, Jan 16, 1863. 

Bro. MooaB— Having received a Dispenssp 
tion for the purpose from Sov. G. Com. Van 
' Bensbelaer, 1 went to Providence on Monday 
' last and organised a Council of Princes of 
Jerusalem, and appointed the following offi- 
cers, viz :— Rev. Charles A. Titus, (G. Chap. 
G. Lodge,) M. P. S. G. M. ; Cyrui^ B. Man- 
chester, (P. G. H. P. G. Chap.,) Deputy; 
Lyman Kiapp, (G. H. P. G. Chap.,) S. G. 
W. ; George \^. French, (G. Lee. G. Lodge,) 
J. G. W. ; R. N Denison, G. K. S. ; J. Shep- 
ley, G. Treas. ; J. M. Cook, G. M. Cer. ; and 
Jbaving passed the day very pleasantly in 
work, we closed at half-pdst nine o'clock. 

Fraternally yours, N. H. Gould, 33^. 

07 Among the most recent alHiiates of Cos- 
mopolitan t!$ov. Consistory in this city, (says 
the N. York Sat. Courier,) has been tbe Hon. 
Judge Naar, of Trenton, N. J. That distin- 
guished Brother some tweotyfive years ago 
or more, was a prominent and leading mem- 
ber of the Qnxkd Lodge of New York. 

Judge Naar bad also been an active and 
efficient member of tbe Body known as tbe 
*' Gerneau" Supreme Council, who«e bead- 
quarters were in this city; and withdrew 
therefrom only on its final dissolution in 1846. 



Sold Out. The New York Sunday Des- 
patch of Jan. 4tb, has tbe following:— On 
Saturday evening, December 27th, 1862, at a 
meeting of the Lodge of Perfection, *' under 
tbe jurisdiction of the so-called Sup. Council 
of the 33», of which Edward A. Raymond is 
the Sov. Grand Commander," held at ifo, 145 
Grand street, Williamsburg, it was resolved 
on tbe report of the committee appointed to 
ascertain the legality of the Body, « That we 
the members of Williamsbuigh Lodge of Per^ 
fection, being satisfied that we are an illegal 
and spurious Body of the A. and A. Rite, do 
now disband and dispose of oar jewels and 
paraphernalia to the highest bidder ;" wbksh 
was carried unanimously and immediately 
acted upon. After the Lodge had disbanded 
the jewels and regalia were bought in by one 
of the Brothers. 

N. YoBK Sattodat Coubibb. We lake 
pleasure in recommending this most excel- 
lent and ably conducted paper to the favor 
and patronage of our Brethren. It is pub- 
lished weekly at 15 Spruce stnet, New York, 
and has a Masonic department, whksh, in 
point of ability and interest, is equal at least 
to that of any similar periodical in the coun- 
try. This is under the special control of W« 
Brother F. G. Xisdall, Esq., who, as an ex- 
perienced and well informed Mason, and pub- 
lic writer, has but few equals among his 00- 
temporaries of the periodical press. Besides 
this, the paper commends itself by the ability 
and good taste which mark its literary and 
news departments. In fine, it is an excel- 
lent family paper, eminently worthy of the 
patronage of members of the Fraternity. 

GoDET*s Lady's Book for February was 
received just as we were going to press. It 
is beautifully illustrated, as U8aal| and its 
pages are filled with excellent matter. 

Never speak of Lodge matters in unseem- 
ly or improper places. 
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THE POCKET TBESTLE-BOARD. 

AND 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work, 
and maintarning; uniformity of Practice in the Lodges, the underei^^ned has pre- 
pared a Pocket £uition of the Trestle-Board, particularly adapted to aid in 
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the Ritual, and submits it as a Text- 
book, in all respects in strict confurmity with the Lectures of ancient Craft 
Masonry, as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since tlio year 
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern chariataa- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and makin^r a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digest of the Laus of the Lodge^ which, it is believed, will be 
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased. 

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) fonn ; and in cambric, 
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sixty cents a single copy, 
or six dollars ($G.0O) a dozen ; — for those bound in cambric, Jifty-cents a single 
copy, or five dollars and fifly cents ($5.50) a dozen. 

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter 
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
the most reliable, Masonic Maoaals ever offered to the Fraternity. 

Orders for the work can bo sent directly to the undersic^ned, or Clark, Austin & 
Smith, New York— J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia-^J C. 
Morean & Son, New Orleans— W. B. Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of 
the Targe book-houses in th() principal cities,— it can also be sent by mail at a 
postage of 3 cents a copy. 

CAHRLBS W. MOORE, Gmnd Secretary, 

Boston^ March 25, 186L Fieemasons^ Halt^ Boston* 

R B C O M U E N n A T I O N 8 . 

'* Thr Pockbt Trestlb- Board," hj R. W. Rroiher Charles W. Moore, Grand Sectre- 
tary, will, \u the opinion of the undersigned, entirely meet the oliject which led lo its com- 
pilation, ill lurnishing to the Fraternity, in a compaci and convenient form, the means of 
■cqairina and imparting a correct knowledge of the Ritval, as sanctioned Uy the Grand 
Lodge of Mii8snchu«eit8. The Diobst of Masonic Law we regard as an addition of great 
valae. We ihcrelore cordially recommend the work to the favor of the Brethren (both 
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Institution. 

B. F. NouRSB ) Grand Lecturers of the 
I P. SeAVEY, { Gruftd Ladge of MatsaduueUk, 
Boston, Feb. 20, 1861. 

Boston, Feb 21, 1861. 

A Digest op M^asonic Law, by Brother Charles W. Moore, needs uo other recom- 
mendation then his own name. 

If, hiiwever, the ofiiciai positions held h^ the undersigned are considerod as attaching any 
additional value to their opinions, or additional importance to their indorsement of the work, 
they most cordially give it the henefii of both, and recommend it lo all the Kraierniiy, espe- 
cially to the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, H»efut, and valuable 

*>*^"*^' ,« r « ^ ,- 

WiNSLOW Lewis, P. O. M, 

JohnT. Heard, p. Q M. 

Wm. D. CooLiDGE, Grand Master. 

I take great pleasure in recommending the above little work to all the Lodges and Brethren 
ID this jnrisdiciion, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Ritual. 
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A« a reliab'fl text-book of M asokio (iAW, it should be in the handi of every initiate, and 
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous of perfect ins? hiin^eii in Masonic culture. 

Wm. D. Coolidgk, O. Matter 
Jli^n, March 19, 1861. of G. L. of MaasacJuueUs. 

JBotton, March 28/A, 1861. 
Mt Dbar Sir,— I was this mornins; favored with the gift of a neatly liounil copy of your 
** Tresile-Bnard and Digest," for which please accept my acknowledgementa. 

It is even a better and more useful wirk tUan I supposed it to be when 1 gave it the "in- 
dorsement" which Is printed under the head of ** recommendatirins " The <* Digest" will be 
very useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, lo all who desire to know the exact Masonic 
Uw or questions of frequeirt occurrence in the government of Lodges. 

Very fraternally yours, 
T* Chables W. Moobb, Esq. John T. Hbabo. 

[From n. Jf, Bro. Wm. T. Bain, Grand Sectary of N. C] 
** I received a few days since your Trestle- Bnard and Digest, for which you will accept of 
my warmest thnnks. It is certainly a valuable compilation of Masonic Lnw. and it should 
be purchased by every Mason who may feel dispo&ed to become acquainted with the Work 
and Lectures of Ancient Craft Masonry. 1 wish you much success in the sale of vour 
valuable little Manual.*' 

[From the Boston Post.] 
MooB£*s Pocket TbbstlkBoard and Digbst — The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical 
Agest of the Laws ol Ancient Masonry, written and published by Gharies W. Moore, G. 
Lodge of Massachusetts. We have been greatlv pleased with an in-peciion of this little 
volume, which certainly deserves the title of miilium inparvo, as well as any book we have 
•ver seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost 
minute compactness of ttie form renders it a convenient pocket compaition. A full and clear 
index -that most useful adjunct of all books-^is prefixed to the Laws, and the volume clones 
with a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Massachusctu. 

[From the Saturday Evening Gazette j Boston.] 

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of a neat little Masonic work, prepared 

by O. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Massschuselts Grand Lodge It may be carried 

in the pocket, but it contains a great deal of information useful to those progressing in the 

degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity. 

PENSIONS AND BOUNTIES. 

Pensions, Bounties, Back Pay, Prize Money, and all 

claims for indemnity against the United States 

obtained. No charge unless successful. 

gCJ^Advice gratis. cr£3S 

Appli/ in person^ or by letter ^ to 

JACOB TODD, 

JVa. 63 State street^ Boston. 

Refers by permission to WmsLow Lawrs, M. D. ; Geo. Stevens Jomts, U. States 
Examining Surgeon ; Edwin C. Bailey, Es(j , Editor of Boston Herald ; 
John K. Hall, Esq, Bank of North America ; Wm. Pakk:«aiI| Esq. 
IfoY, I, 1868. 
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LETTERS. 
List of Letters from Jan, 28 to Feb. 28. 
BuiiiSESS — T G Wytal. Newbum, N C— W S Miuire, Moore's Vineyard. Ind-A G Mac- 
key, Char!eslon, S C— S Snow, Hyannis~D N Bur^oyne, Si Louis. Mo— I) Bitxrk, Chewier. 
Ill-US Pope, Hyaniiis— J B Uolleol^ck. Burlingmn, Vt->1) Blaiiey, >MnrMeh«'ad->D P 
Graves, GreeuHeld— T Smayer, Delphi, lud — K H Uandall. Fort RiiJgely, Min-Mrs U M 
Vauglian, Laiikiikee, Mich ~L D Homer, North Addms^P M, Newberti. N iJ— H G R,ey- 
nolda, Sprin«(ield, 111 -A D Tavlor, Mason Village, Ms— L Lurk, Sylva. Ill— P M, Norwich, 
Cun-T G VVhyial, Newbeni, N C— S W Bampus, N Bedibrd— L J Powers. Springfield. 
H' R«>uttakce».— F M Blair. Chicago, Hi— J H Han Shawneeiown, III— H S Gonkin. 
Gouverneiir, N Y— K P Hone. Marcellus, N V— C G Fox, Qiieen Uily— K P Graves, Green- 
field— J W Borden, Siiuate, R i— J Harper, ^■andwic•h- .Vlaiihews &. Co. N V— A H Leon- 
ard, Fall River -D B Teiiney, Haverhill— W H Copp, Putnum, Con— E B Homer, Ware- 
ham— J B Harirauft, Constaniine, Mich—D N Btirgoyue, Si Louis. Mo -S Ross, Ctmi> 
mei^e, Mo— F King, Indianapolis, lud— R Bariholmass, Brooklyn, N V— W B Barn<>8, 
Amesbury. 

aA^ (Sivarca Uolrjie c( ^aMat^uuttiu. \\r 

Notice is hereby civen, that a Q-mrterly Commnnication of ihe M. W Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, will be held at Fa bmasons' Hall, corner of 'Fremont and KoyUtou Streets, 
Boston, on WEDNESDAY, the 11th day of March, current, at two oVIuck, P. M , for the 
Election of Ollicers and the traosaction at such other business as bhall regularly come be- 
fore it. 

The OflTicers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardens and Proxies, of Lodges, 
and all others concerned, will take due notice thereof and govern ihemtfelves uccordingly. 

Boston, March 1, 1863. CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secrtary. 

<Sftan1r iS^apUv of ^aunat'^untttn. 

Notice is hereby given, that a Stated Conimonication of the M. E. G. It. A. 
Chaptui of Massachusetts, will be held at Freemasons' Hall, corner of Tremont and 
Boyltton streets, Boston, on Tobsday, the lOih day. March innt., at 7 .i cick, P. .M, 
for the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before ii 

Officers and Members of the Grind Chapter, Uepresentaiives and Proxies of Chap- 
ers, and all others interested, will take due notice and govern themselves accord- 
ingly. Per order G. H. P. 

Boston, March 1. 1863. THOMAS WATERMAN, G Sec'y. 

BENT & BUSH, " 

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS 

IN 
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Vol. XXIL MARCH 1, 1863. No. 5. 

GEEAT PRINCIPLES SUPERIOR TO MINOR 

P E T A I^ S • 

Maht things that have ootae under our notice the past year, have in- 
dnoed ua to believe that a few general reniarka on the distinction to be 
observed by us all, in the above matters, may be useful. 

We shall preface our observations by a few quotations from certain ar- 
ticles in Hackey's Lexicon, the connection of which with our present sub* 
ject, win be obvious to the great body of our Brethren. 

And first, from the article on *^ Landmarks,'' we cite a brief passage :-*«<- 
'^The Univm'sal h^ngwige^ and the CTiiivsrsal Law9 of Masonry, are 
Landmarkei but not so are the local ceremonies, laws, and usages, which 
vary in difierent countries. To attempt to alter or remove those sacred 
landmark*, by which we examine and prove a Brother's claims to share 
in our privileges, is one of the most heinous offences that a Mason can 
commit 

^' There are, however,' certain forms and regulations, which, although 
not constituting landmarks, are nevertheless so protected by the venerable 
claim of antiquity, that they should be guarded by every good Mason, 
with religious care, from alteration. It is not in the power of any body of 
men to make innovations upon Masonry," 

Secondly, we quote from the article on The " Laws of Masonry.'' 

^* The Laws of Masonry are of two kinds, local and universal. The 
local laws are those enacted by the Grand and Subordinate Lodges for the 
government of their members. These of course may be altered or 
emended at the pleasure of those who originally framed them. The Uni* 
versal Laws, are those handed dpwq by uiuversal consent, from time im- 

17 
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189 OREAT PRINCIPLES SUPERIOR TO 

tnemorial. These are irrevocable, for they constitute a part of the An- 
cient Landmarks. We will give an example of each kind. The rule 
regulating ilie amount of the fee to be paid on the admission of candidates, 
is a local law, and varies in every country. But the law which declares 
that no woman can be admitted, is universal, and controls every Lodge on 
the face of the globe.'' 

Lastly, some brief, but very important extracts from the article on 
•* Lecture." 

^* Each degree of Masonry contains a course of instruction, in which 
the ceremonies, traditions, and moral instruction appertaining to the de- 
grees are set forth. This arrangement is called a " Lecture." Each lec- 
ture, for the sake of convenience, and for the purpose of conforming to 
certain divisions in the ceremonies, is divided into sections, the number of 
which has varied at different periods, although the substance remains the 
same. • * • There does not seem to have been any established sys- 
tem of lectures, such as now exists, previous to the revival of Masonry in 
the beginning of the eighleenih century. In 1720, Desaguliers and An- 
derson, the compilers of the Book of Constitutions, arranged the lectures, 
for the first time, in a catechetical form, from the Old Charges, and other 
Masonic Documents, that were extant. Of this system, Dr. Oliver in- 
forms us that " the first lecture extended to the greatest length, but the* 
replies were circumscribed within a very narrow compass. The second 
was shorter, and the third, called the Master's part, contained only seven 
questions, besides the explanations, and examinations.*' The imperfection 
of these lectures' loudly called for a revision of them, which was accor- 
dingly accomplished in 1732, by Brother Martin Clare, a man of talent, 
and afkerwards Deputy Grand Master. After describing this and the sub- 
sequent revision, by Thomas Dunckerley, Hutchinson, (1763,) and Pres- 
ton, (1772,) and Dr. Hemming, (1813.) the article thus continues : " The 
lectures of Preston were early introduced into this country, having been, 
however, much modified by T. S. Webb, whose system has been the ba- 
sis of all those taui^ht since his day in the Lodges of the United States. 

'^ These constitute the simple text of Masonry, while the extended illus- 
trations, which are given to them by an intelligent Master or Lecturer, and 
which he can only derive from a careful study of Scripture, of History, 
of the Manuscript Lectures, of the philosophical degrees, and lastly, of 
the published works of learned Masonic writers, constitute the commen- 
tary, 'without which the simple text would be comparatively barren and 
uninstructive. These commentaries are the philosophy of Masonry, and, 
without an adequate knowledge of them, no Brother can be entitled to 
claim our technical title of ^* a bright Mason.'' In relation to thi^ subject, 



Digitized by 



Google 



MINOB DETAILS. 131 

the following extract from the Freemason's Quarterly Review, published 
at London, deserves preservation : ^^ Our Masonic Society has to. this day 
retained many interesting symbols in its instructions, when properly ex- 
plained by a scientific lecturer, and not garbled by ignorant pretenders, 
who, by dint merely of a good memory, and some assurance, intrude them- 
selves on a well-informed assembly of Brethren, by giving a lecture not 
composed by themselves, but taught them verbatim." 

We have given these extracts, partly for the value of the information 
contained in them — information that cannot be rendered too familiar to all 
our Brethren— and partly from their having a practical bearing upon cer- 
tain points, to which, though without too minute particularizatioo» our own 
reoiarks are about to be directed. 

It has not unfrequently been our duty to address a timely word of re- 
monstrance and caution to our younger Brethren, when too impatient a 
desire of advancing and improving their Lodge, or their Order, was lead- 
ing them into more or less of innovation.. Such remarks were always 
taken in the kind and Brotherly spirit by which they were dictated. We 
have now to offer a word of like friendly caution to an opposite class. In 
all organizations, whether Religious, Masonic, or Political, it would seem 
that, at all events,* after they have existed for some considerable time, 
there will arise ^^ parties," to use a political word we would gladly avoid 
in regard to Masonry, or anything Masonic. But even in Masonry, or 
rather in its legislative and executive action, there will and do arise what we 
can^only define as an extreme Conservative, and an extreme Reform Par- 
ty ; and, as we believe very fully in the Latin maxim— 
" la medio tutUsimos ibis/' 

So do we trust there will always be a powerful and numerous ^middle 
and moderate party to come between those two extremes. And indeed 
had not this been the case — had not, in other words, the great majority of 
Masons for a long time past taken this same view and directed their prac- 
tice by it. Masonry would, at the present lime, we have every reason to 
believe, be in a different position to that which it does occupy, liad either 
an extreme and bigoted adherence to everything old— however secondary 
and comparatively unessential iis character — merely for the sake of its 
antiquity : or, on the other hand, had a too hasty and headstrong desire 
of progress, hesitating at no obstacle, ready to transgress even the An- 
cient Landmarks in its eagerness for " improvement,— had either of these 
extreme principles commanded a majority in the Councils of our Order, 
can any reflecting Brother believe that the Order would ever have arrived 
at its present high position in point of numbers, influence and honor P 
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133 GREAT PMNOItLfci nVtBlOK TO 

In tognrd both to points more or l«M bomo Upon hy oot iaiM oiMctit 
and to otheffiy th«M has boon of late somowbat too great a tendeooy to 
ib» extreme adberenee to everything old) ttorely for its age* NoW| iit 
all the great etBootials of Mafooi^^^ we witl yield to none io a firm Md 
striec adherence to the old historic principles of our Order* We w^iid 
be agaiD) as we have often been before^ the determined opponeni of any 
violation of the Aocieni Landmarksi oar Unif^ersal Laws^ Universal Lan^ 
guage, or whatever else can lay dain to be oonsidensd an essential prin- 
ciple, or practioe of Masonry. Dnt, at the same time, we would no toss 
carefully dmw m strong line of distinction between things of this sotemna 
and primary character, and those of a seoondary nature. We would mj 
at once, let no change be made, even in the smallest matter, unless good 
cause csn be shown for its being made. For mstanoe, it may possibly oc- 
cur that in some of our Ancient Lecturss, or Manoseript Documents, a 
breach of Grammar may be observed, or a word may be found which 
reads very strangely now, although it was quite proper when fint used, 
because that word has, in the course of time, undergone a change. Let 
it be observed, we are here simply putting hypothetical cotsf, to illustrate 
our meaning, as we desire to make our remarks as geooTal as possible, 
consistently with the object in view. Now, there are some, we believe, 
who would maintain the correction of this breach of Grammar, or substi- 
tution of the correct word for the iocorreet one, to be a violation of Ma- 
sonic principle* We freely avow ourselves to be of a coatrary opinion t 
and here comes in our practical distinction between essentials and non- 
essentials, or, in other terms, the superiority, in Masonry, as in all else, of 
Great Principles to Minor Details. The latter, it is true, are important in 
their proper place and degree, and by no means to be neglected, or slight- 
ly dealt with. There is a pithy old Scottish proverb which says — 

*' Many a little make a mickle :*' 
and if the *' littles'* of Masonry were to be overlooked, or even dealt too 
hastily with, it would not be so '^ mickle '* a thing as it is to-day. 

To return to our illustrations however. — Supposing we were to find in 
some of our Documents, or traditional teachings, some such violent breach 
of Grammar as this, should we hesitate to correct it, even though the au- 
thor is Sterne : 

** But at the close of sueh a folio tt this, wroU for their aakea." 

Or this from Gibbon — 

** The camp was almost immediately brokt op/' 

We could easily adduce many other worse examples, even from such 
modern and distinguished authors as Blair, the writer on Rhetode and 
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T«M^ ftlid MaoiMtoyi The Grettl Histo)^i<Mi. Of, take tmoihet iUtfrtrtction, 
iMMiJd iwy df i» tolertte K^day sadh ^p^llit^f as that of Queen fifitibeth 
and Ladj Jaoe Gttfj^ as we i^e it in their «xtaot letters ; and yet these 
wem two of the Mioet leat&ed ladies of their age. Neither antiqaity nor 
high authdvity can be allowed to breaches of Grammar, or use of obsolete 
9XptBiMM. h d^aaot be replied that Masonry, as such, defends niattets 
of this minor kind, confessedly of a secondary natate. The force of the 
argument must i^est solely on '* amiquity ;^* and, if that is to affoTtl it any 
8up|Km, then we, the people of America, are bound fofthwith to after back 
the etthogmphy of out language to the raodet of that of Chaucer, or Spen- 
cer^ or to that of an older English style, still. We should be rather sur- 
prised ea opening, some Sunday, a newly published Prayer Book, to find 
the Lord^ Prayer, printed thus : 

<« Our Fadir, tfait art in h«tr«ny6, 

HakWid be tbi nacoe, 

Thy Kjngdam come te, 

fie thi wil in erthe, ae in hevene. 

Give to us this day oar breed ovir other subctance. 

And forgive to os oar dettis, as we forgive oar dettouris, 

And lode as not inito tdmptaeioun, 

But delyvere ns from y vel. Amen.** 

Speneer id not so very ancient, as he flourished in the latter half of the 
lOth century ; and all persons of literary tame concur in admiring the 
manifold beauties of his ^* Faerie Qneene ;'^ yet they would, we imagine, 
demur to show their respect for this antiquity-model-plea, by imiUiting 
his exact form of language, of which here is a brief specimen : 

*' UTo dalntie flowre or horbe that growes oa grownd. 

No arboreth with painted blossoms drest» 

And smelling sweete, bat there it might be fownd, 

1*0 bud out falre and throwe her sweete sm^s al arownd.'* 

And now a word on the other point, namely, the hypothetical idea that 
in some of our Ancient Documents, or TradiLionary T^ackings^ a term 
had been used in a difierent sense to that borne by it now. Are we to al- 
ter it, or not i To us it seems evident that we ought to do so, if the 
change of meaning shoald be found to be great, and calculated to mis^ 
lead : and that many words do tmdergo rery great changes in the lapse 
of time, could easily be shown by hundreds of examples. *^ Tribulation,^ 
orginally meant '* the threshing out of wheat with a kind of harrow''*— 
*• Pagan,** " an inhabitant of the Italian Villages," — •* Knave " was used by 
WicklifTe to signify " a boy," and by Gower, of a later age, to mean '* a 
man-servant." Now, should any change of meaning; of this, or even of 
a less serious character be discovered, we should say, adhere to the wpirii 
rather than the UUer of ihe original, and substitute the proper word. And 
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this is the true rule to observe in all things, and especially id Masonry ; 
let us endeavor to get at the exact spirit and meaning of our Ancient Laws 
and Constitutions, and carry out that faithfully, and loyally. 

Much of the teaching of Masonry is of necessity traditional — handed 
down orally from Brother to Brother, to succeeding generations. Here , 
then, in spile of every wish to be exact and faithful, some little differences 
in words, style, and purport, will inevitably creep in— a fact which natu- 
rally gives rise to discussions, and disputes. In any such case, modera- 
tion, with common sense — that best of all panaceas for so many of earth's 
evils and woes — will be the best solver of the difficulty. A true Masonic 
spirit presupposes the existence of those qualities, and will ever shrink 
from any unreasonable extreme :— it will endeavor to follow faithfully the 
straight middle path, the path of the Ancient Fathers of our Order, which 
neither knew, nor knows, any turning to right or leA. 

The sum then of what we suggest is this, that in all matters of minor 
detail, we should allow common sense to be the arbiter, and she will cer- 
tainly prescribe, in regard to correctness of language, such a rule as we 
have laid down. But that as regards all the higher, holier, and more es- 
sential points of our Laws, we should endeavor ever and always faithfully 
to act on the principle already enunciated in a quotation — *' To attempt to 
alter ^ or remove those Ancient Landmarks, by which we examine and 
prove a Lr other s claims to share in our privileges ^ is one of the most 
heinous offences that a Mason can commit^ 



MASONIC SPEECH OF AN INDIAN. 

At a Masonic banquet given in Chicago, III., in September, 859, Bro. Ely S. 
Parker, a Chief of the Six Nations, and a piactisirig lawyer of Galena, III., de- 
livered a 8|ieecb which was thus spoken of at the tinne : — the occasion of the tri- 
ennial meeting of the Grand Chapter, and Encampment of the United States. 

''One speech of the evening, as also an incident attending it, deserves more 
particular mention. It was that of Brother Sir Kiii(?ht Parker, a grandson of Red 
Jacket, and his successor of the Six Nations. He is a full-blooded chief, but 
hjjchly edocaied, and an eloquent speaker. I shall not attempt even an outline 
of his speech, for, if reproduced, it should be with its charms of action and ut- 
terance, which very few white men can equal. He spoke of biinself«as almost a 
loue rernnent of what was once a noble race; of his struggles in coming to man- 
hood, and seeing \\\* race di:«appe.iiing as the dew before the morning sun. As 
he found his race thus wasting away, ho asked himself, * Where shall I find 
home and synnpithy when our last council-fire is extinguished ?' 

** I said, [ will knock at the door of M.i.sonry, and t^ee if the white race will re- 
cognize me, as they had my ancestors, when we were strong and the white man 
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weak.*^! knocked at the door of the Bloe Lodge, and found brotherhood aroond 
its altar. I knelt before the great light in the Chapter, ami found compatiiontthip 
beneath the royal arcb. I entered the encampment and found valiant sir knights 
willing to shield me here without re^rard to race or nation. I went further. I 
knelt at the cross of my Saviour, and found Christian brotherhood the crowning 
charity{of the Masonic tie. I am most happy to meet you in the grand councils 
of the gathering and sit with you at this festive board, to share tiiese greetings 
and hoepitalities. I feel assured that when my glass is run out, and shall follow 
the footsteps of my departed race, Masonic sympathies will cluater around my 
coffin and^drop in my lunely grave the evergreen acacia, sweet emblem of a bet- 
ter meeting. If my race shall disappear from the continent, I have consoling 
hope that our memory will not perish. If the deeds of my ancestors shall not 
live in story, their memories remain in the names of our bikes and rivers, your 
towns .and cities, and will call up memories otherwise forgotten." 

Few eyes could withhold their tears as be poured forth in words like these the 
utterance of a full heart. Silence for a time prevailed after he sat down, when 
he arose and said : — ^** I have in my possession a memento which I highly prize ; 
I wear it near my heart It carne from my ancestors to me as their successor in 
office. It was a present from Washington to my grandfather. Red Jacket, when 
your nation was in its infancy. You will be glad to see and handle it, and I 
should do wrong not to give you the opportunity.*' As he spoke thus he removed 
the wampum from his neck, and drew from his bosom a lurge ma>««ive medal, in 
oval form, some seven inches by five, and it passed from hand to haml alonu the 
tables. On one side of this medal were engraved, in full length, the fi:juies of 
two chiefs — Red Jacket, in costume, presenting the pipe of peace, and Wuvhin^jt- 
ton, with right hand extended as in the act of receiving it. Oti the other side 
were the Masonic emblems, with the date, 1792, if our memory is correct. 



GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND. 

St. Amdriw's Dat — St. Andrew being the patron Saint of the Scottish Crafl— 
falling on Sunday Nov. 30tb, the election for officers of Grand Lodge of Scotland 
took place on Dec. Ist with the following result : — 

His Grace the Duke of Athole, K. T. Grand .Master : His Grace the Duke of 
Hamilton and Brandon, P. G, Master; John lyhite Melville Esq., Deputy G. Mas- 
ter ; Lord Loughborough, Substitute G. Master ; Sir P. A. Halket, Bar't, S. G. War- 
den ; Geo. Home Drommond, Esq., J. G. Warden ; Samuel Hay, Esq., G. Treas., 
Wm. A. Laurie, Esq., G. Sec'y, Alex. J. Stewart, Esq , G. Clerk, Rev. David Ar- 
nott, D. D.,.Rev. A. B. Bonar, Joint G. Chaplains; Sir Alex. P. Gordon Ciimming^ 
Bar*t, S. G. Deacon ; Cbas. W. R. Ramsey, Esq , J. G. Deacon ; David Bryce, G. 
Architect; Chas. Mackey, Esq., G. J»*weller j John Deuchar,'Esq , G. Bible Bear- 
er ; Capt- P. Deuchar, Chas. S. Laws, Joint G. Directors of Ceremonies ; James 
BalUntine, G. Bard ; Col. H. D Griflith, C. B., G. Sword Bearer; Chas. W. M 
Moller, G. Director of Music ; John Coggill, Chief G. Marshal ; John Laurie G. 
Marshal ; W. M. Brice G. Tyler. 

Subsequently the Officers and the Craft proceeded to the Grand banquettiog room, 
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t¥% kiiDdMd Brethren beiof preetnU ^nd pMtook of a banqvet ef Ike richest de- 
•crtptioa, naeh eDJpyed by ell pt eseat * By its lezurieoce, dyepeptiee were tempttd 
to forf et their infirmity, end peruke of dishei to which theii pelaXee hed lor looi^ 
beeo IB voluntary itr angers.' 

Bro. Jemei BalUntio^, the 6. Berd, Compoted the following song, which ' he had 
made in honor of the coming of ege of the Prince of Wales.' It was sQng to the 
air of 'Bonny Jean.' 

When bleak NoFember chills the earth 

And sallen blasts swee|i mair and lee : 
When withering wanu, and nithering dearth, 
Mak cauld the bame o* penury ; 
To wbipe the tear Ttm poortitb*s e*e ; 
To banish woe and want away, 

Is aye the aim of Masonry 
On eouthie auld St. Andrew's Day. 

Our Scottish hearts, the good Saint knew 

Glowed warmly— though our clime was drear : 
And like a father, fond and true, 

He taught us we were Brothers dear,— - 

He made us mutual friendship swear, 
He lit our hearts wi* Love's pore ray ; 

And his bright badge a* Scotsmen wear, 
To honor dear St. Andrew's Day. 

And thus Love's glorious plummet line 
Keeps Masons' lives aye on the square. 

While Charity— that flower divine- 
Blooms brightly nursed wi' Masons* care; 
And aye the mair we freely spare 

To Brethren who may little hae. 
We aye hae a' the mair to share 

Wi* cronies on St. Andrew's Day. 

O gin dear Rothsay's Duke should deign 

His fair young PrioceM here to bring, 
Leal Athole will resign bis reign 

In honor o* our future King. 

And blythely shall we dance and sing 
Wi' canty wives and lasses gay, 

And louldy shall the welkin ring 
Wi* joy on Edward Albert's Day. 

Then blessed be dear Scotland's hills, 

Her lads and lasses, wives and men, 
May love flow down her braes like rills, 

And knowledge spread through ilka glen ; 

And' neath the universal ken 
Of Him wha's best we all obey, 

Each year new life and power shall len' 
To Masons on St. Andrew's Day. 
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"TO THE MASONIC FRATERNITY.'' 
FoM the first time in the hiBtory of Masonry in this Comnioawealib, has a spa- 
rioQs body in New Yoric, claiaung to be a Supreme Coancil, established its subor- 
dinates in this city, and is endeavoring to build them up by deceiving and lead- 
ing astray uninformed Brethren. 

The pretended Council in New York is not known as a legal body of Masons, 
nor is it recognized as such by any lawful Masonic body in the United States, but 
is unauthorized and spurious. Should it succeed in this State, it would involve 
the Masonic Fraternity in the same difficulties, and produce in it confusion similar 
to that which has existed in the Grand Lodge and Fraternity of New York for 
many years, but from which it has, happily, measurably recovered. 

The M. P. Grand Commander of the Supreme Council 83d, Northern Jurisdic- 
tion U. S. A., has issued the following letter of caution to the Brotherhood, that 
they may not be deceived by the spurious body, and led astray from their allegi- 
ance: 

DEUS MRUMQUE JUS. 

From the East of ths Supreme Council of Sov. Grand [nspectors General of the 
33d Dec ret, Ancient and Accepted Rite, for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, 
U. S. A. 

BBALTH, STABILITY AND POWHB. 

To ail to whom thoti Utt$r$ of Caution maif come, Greeting .*— 

Whereas, it has come to my knowledge that certain persons calling themselves a 
Supreme Council of the 33d Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite*, located in 
the city of New York, have recently granted Charters or Dispensations for the or- 
ganization of the Bodies of the different grades, in the city of New York, the State 
of New Jersey, and in Boston, Mass., with authority to confer the Ineffable, Snb<* 
lime, and Superior Degrees and Orders of the Ancient and Accepted Rite I And 
whereas the said States of N. York, N. Jersey, and Massachosetrs, are within the Ju 
risdiction of our Northern Supreme Cooncil 33d Degree A.*, and A.*. Rite, and have 
been so held and conceded to be, as have also all the States North of the Potomac, 
for half a century poet, or since the year 1813, when our said Supreme Council for 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction was first constituted aud organized, by authority 
legally derived from the Supreme Cooncil for the Southern Juriedietion of the (7* 8, 
J,y located at Charleston, S. C. 

NoWf therrfore^ thie ie to Caution all Brethren residing within any of the States 
of our Jurisdiction, against aiding, countenancing, or suffering themselves to be de- 
luded iate joining any pretended Lodge, Council, Chapter or Consistory of the A.*, 
and A.'. Rite, emanating from the above illegal and unauthorized source, as they 
cannot lawfully, and therefore will not be recognized by, or received into a <y legal 
Lodge, Council, Chapter or Consistory Sub. P. R. S. oi the Rite in the U. States, or 
elsewhere, but must be held to be illegal and clandestine Masons. . 

Witness our hands, and the seal of our Supreme Council affixed at Boston, this 
Isc day of November, 1862. 

H. K. VAN RENSSELAER, 33o, 
M* P. Sov, Grand Com. Sup. Council 33d for Northern Juris, 

WiwsLOW Lxwis, Grand Sec. Gen, H, E. 

The foregoing Circular has been issued to the Fraternity of this Com- 
moQwealth, by the lawful authorities of the Supreme Council for the 
18 
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Northern Jurisdiction. The purpose of it is sufficiently explained by its 
own terms. We need, therefore, only add, that a branch of the illegal 
Council of New York, to which reference is made, has been organized 
in this- city, and i^ located at Nassau Hall. Who its supporters are we 
are not fully informed. It is, however, generally understood that Mr. E. 
A. Raymond, the deposed Commander of the legitimate Council for this 
jurisdiction, and his associates, have recklessly thpwn themselves into its 
fellowship, as a last resort, having nowhere else to go, and none so 
debased in spirit as to acknowledge their authority.* This being the state 
of the case, we have thought that the republication of the following offi- 
cial document, issued under the signature of Mr. Raymond, in 1851, 
might not be either inappropriate or uninteresting at the present time. The 
successor of Cross, who is named in the document as the head of the 
body, was the notorious Henry C. Atwood, — the agitator and general dis- 
turber of the Order in New York, — and his successor is Edmund B. 
HaySy the present Commander. The body has under its authority two 
Lodges of Perfection in the city of New York, two on Long Island, and 
the Consistory in this city. It has also recently made an attempt to estab- 
lish a Consistory in N. Jersey, but with what success the reader will infer 
from the following extract of a letter to Dr. Lewis, Secretary of the North- 
ern Council, from one of the parties who had been deceived into coun- 
tenancing the movement : — ^*^ Having," says the writer, under date Tren- 
ton, Dec. 31, ** purged ourselves of the foul Masonic company we had 
innocently fallen in with, and joined that of truer and more honorable 
men, we are very grateful for the privilege, and submit with cheerfulness 
to the Constitutions, decrees, &c. Our purpose of writing at this time, is 
to ask for Certificates of membership, that we may visit some of the Phil- 
adelphia bodies, to the end that we may see the work, and get up a Lodge 
in this city.'* The writer of this note is one of several Brethren who had 
been misled by the spurious Council in New York, and is one of the 
most distinguished Masons in New Jersey, having held high official place 
in the Grand Lodge of that State, for many years past It would 
seem, therefore, that whatever their expectations may have been, their 
prospect of sucbess in New Jersey, is not very encouraging. Nor does 
the condition of their affairs in other locations indicate any very formida- 
ble array of opposition to the regularly constituted bodies of the Rite. 
The principal source of regret is that any number of Brethren, however 
small, should be found who are willing to become parties to the ambitious 

♦The position of Mr. Raymouil in the quasi Council, we undcrstaDd to be that of Past 
Commander under Mr. Hays! The $2000 belonging to tbe treasury of the Northein Coun- 
oiJ, we are also told, go aa a bevmt to the Uays* party. 
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or revengeful purposes of those whom their Brethren have rejected as un- 
worthy of confidence. 

We regret the course of the Brethren in this city, who have identified 
themselves with the New York hody, because it is calculated to. create 
schism and disorder tliroughout the entire jurisdiction ; which has hereto- 
fore been kept free from the disputes and quarrels and reviliogs, we have 
all had too frequent occasion to deplore in other parts of the country. 
And, because, aside from the question of the illegality of the new organiza- 
tion, it inaugurates a principle which, if admitted, would authorize the 
establishment of Lodges in this city, by any foreign Grand Lodge. Mas- 
sachusetts has been occupied by the Supreme Council of the North- 
ern Jurisdiction, /or half a century^ or since 1813 ; and its exclusive right 
to its undivided occupancy, is therefore as fully established by Masonic 
law, as that of the Grand Chapter, Grand Encampment, or Grand Lodge 
of the State. And the violation of this fundamental principle of jurisdic- 
tion in the present case is, in its logical consequences, a blow struck at 
the supremacy of all the others. We commend this point to the care- 
ful consideration of our Brethren of this jurisdiction, and invite their at- 
tention to the following official document, issued as above stated, in 1S51, 
by the Northern Council, in vindication of its legal rights, and in exposi- 
tion of the fraudulent purposes of the body which has now assumed to 
exercise an authority in this city, and with which Mr. Raymond and friends 
have connected themselves. 

Umvtrn Tenarum Orlns ^rehitedonis Per Ohriam higentit, 

DEUS MBUMQUE JUS. OfdO ob Ckoo, 

From the £a8t of the Supreme Graod Council of the Most Puissant Sover- 
eigns, Grand Inspectors General of the d3d and last degree, '* Ancient and Accep- 
led RUe^'" duly and legally established, constituted and organized, for the North- 
ern Masonic district and Jurisdiction of the United States of America, held on 
the 30th day of the 3d Lunar month called Sivan, An^o Heb^m 5611— Res. 2387 
—A. Ord. 733-~A. M^m. 537, and of the Christian Era the 30th day of June, 
1851, at their Grand East, New York City. 

It was unanimonsly resoUed, decreed and ordered, that the following Official 
Manifesto be published, and sent forth to all the varions Masonic Grand bodies 
orer the two hemispheres : 

WhtnoM^ a certain printed paper, in the assumed garb of a Masonic document, 
purporting to emanate from a pretended *' Sublime Consistory of Sovereign Prin- 
ces of the Royal Secret, and Supreme Grand Council of the Thirty-three de- 
grees, of, and for the State of New York,^ has since the last stated session of this 
Supreme Grand Council, been aitfully prepared and disseminated among the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, under date of 7th February, 1851, with two ooun(er/hW stamps, 
and the following names appended thereto, to wit:H. C. Atwood, John W. 
Timpson, John W. Simons, Ednwmd B. Ikys^ Daniel Sickles, George £. Mai^ 
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•hall, Thomas Hyatt, A. Colo Yeloni and David Cochrane : all of which waa also 
republished in the American Keystone of the 23d of Apiil last 

The covert attacks made in said paper on our Supreme Grand Council, and onr 
venerable and venerated Chief, the slanderous insinuations, and illogical dedoc- 
tione fer which that « paper is remarkable, render it too contemptible for serious 
oomment Its false assomptions and raisrepresentaiioD^of well known and well 
eslabliahed (acts, if tkey are not wilful perveraione of the truth, evince groes ig- 
norance of the true principle of Ancient Free and Accepted Masonry. 

The said paper having been read and fully consideied, it was unanimously de- 
clared to be, and is hereby denounced as a most outrageous imposture, and con- 
spiracy against our Most Illustrious Order in general, and this Supreme Grand 
Council in pariicnlar. 

And whereas, said conspiracy and imposture have been further developed in a 
second publication in the New York Herald of the 20lh instant, and in the New 
York Express of the day following, purporting to be a notice of the pretended 
establishment of a '* Supreme Grand Council for the Northern Hemisphere (!) of 
the United Statee of Araeiica," wiih the following names as officers thereof, head- 
ed by a new champion, Jkremt L. Caois, with the notorious Hcnrt C Atwood 
as his Orand Master qf Ciremonies^ and William H. Jones and William H. Ellis, 
of New Haven, Conn., John & Darcy, of Newark, N. J., and Robert B. Folger 
and John W. Simons, of New York. Said pretended body is declared to bo 
formed ^* wider an American Organizaiion,^* being an amalgamation of the de- 
grees of the ** Ancient and Accepted Rite'' with the American Chapter and En- 
campment degrees— a hybrid arrangement, tending to the breaking up of every 
Ancient Masonic Landmark, and totally at war with all Constitutional Masonic 
laws, as well as common sense. 

Now therefore, be it didtinctly and uni?ersally known and remembered, that 
all and every one of the aforementioned individuals, have usurped the right to 
degrees, into which they have never been hwfully initiated; that they have been, 
and are practising a gross and palpable imfhsUion on the Masonic fraternity of 
the United States, in shaonelessly assuming to confer degrees, and exercise pow- 
ers, with which (hey are not invested, and to which they have no lawful claim ; that 
they are dangerous agitators and disturbers qf the peace^ harmony and good govim- 
ment of the Masonic Order , and as such should receive the condemnaiMon of all '* good 
and true Masons," 

Resolved, That our Masonic brethren throuchout the United States, and the 
world, be, and they are hereby cautioned against the aforenamed individuals, as 
i$npostors in Masonry, whose only object seems to be deception, for purposes of 
unenviable notoriety, and pecuniary profit. 

Ordered that all intercourse with them on the part of the Brethren acknowledg- 
ing the Northern Supreme Grand Council of the 33d and last degree <* Ancient 
and Accepted Rite " be, and is hereby interdicted, under the heaviest penalty of 
Masonic Law. 

> DBUa HEUMfttrS JUS. 

(Signed.) 
J. J. J. GouaoAS, M. P. Sov. Grand Commander, 33d, ad vUam* 
EDWARD A. RAYMOND, IlL Tieasurer General of the H. E. 
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Cbmmlwb W. Moors, 111. SmMtaiy General of the fl. £. 

KiLLLUi H. Van RBXBsnjLEBy 111. Master of Ceremonies. 

Archiblld Bull, Sot. Grand InBpeetor General, 33d. 

John Ckristix, HI. Captain of the Life Guards. 

FiuMcois ToaNXR, Sov. Grand Inspector General, 33d. 

Giles F. Yates, S. G. 1. G. 33d, M. 111. tnsp. Lieut. Gr. Commander. 

The origin of the two lawful Supreme Councila in this country, is brief- 
ly as follows : We quote from an official Document issued by authority of 
the Southern Council sitting at Charleston, S. C, in 1845 : — ^* On the 
17th of May, 1786, the Grand Constitution of the 38d degree, called the 
Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, was finally rat- 
ified by Frederick, King of Prussia." ^e ♦ ♦ »* Under the authority 
and sanction of this Constitution, a Supreme Council of the 33d degree 
was opened at Charieston, S. C, on the SUX of May, 1801, with the high- 
est honors of Masonry, by Brothers John Mitchell and Frederick Dal- 
cho, and the whole number of Grand Inspectors, was in the course of the 
year, completed." The body so organized continued to exercise exclu- 
sive jurisdiction over the whole of the United States, until the 5th of Au- 
gust, 1813, when, ^' as appears from authenticated Documents in the pos- 
session of this (the Southern) Council, a similar Supreme Council was, in 
accordance with the Secret Constitution, duly and lawfully established 
and constituted at the city of New York, by Emanuel De La Motta, as 
the Bepresentative, and under the sanction and authority of the Council 
at Charleston.*' ^' The Masonic Jorisdiction,'* continues the ofiicial re- 
cord from which we are quoting, ** of the New York Council, is distribut- 
ed over the northern, northwestern and northeastern parts of the United 
States. Both bodies are now (1645) in active operation. Their labors 
have never been suspended, though withdrawn for a time from the public 
eye — their authority has never been, and cannot be, abrogated. They 
hold in their archives certified copies of the Secret Constitutions, derived 
from the Grand Consistory held at Paris, in 1761.'' 

Such, very briefly, is the origin of the lawful Supreme Councils 33d 
degree in this country. They have been co-operating together in peace 
and harmony for fiAy years, in advancing the interests and maintaining 
the integrity of the branch of Free Masonry they cultivate. The Juris- 
diction of the Northern Council includes all the northern, northeastern 
and northwestern States ; and that Body has, at the present time, subordi- 
nate Bodies, acknowledging its authority, as follows : Maine, 4 ; New 
Hampshire, 2 ; Mass., 8 ; Rhode Island, 6 ; New York, 4 ; Pennsylva- 
nia, 8 ; Ohio, 1 1 ; Illinois, 4 ; Michigan, 4. Its Grand Commander is 
IlL Bro. K. H. Van Rensselaer, of Ohio, and its Grand Secretary Gen. is 
111. Bro. Winslow Lewis, M. D., of Boston. It is the only lawful Court- 
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eU that doei or can exist in the Northern States, All others, under what- 
ever name, or show of authority, are necessarily irregular and illegal, for 
the same reason, admitting all other things to be lawful and right, that the 
establishment of one Supreme Body within the Jurisdiction of another of 
the same grade, would be irregular and Masonically unlawful. The 
Northern Council has held entire and exclusive Jurisdiction over the 
Scottish Rite in Massachusetts since the year 1813, or for a period of^- 
ty years. This is not, nor can it be, denied. It is a fact patent to every 
Brother at all acquainted with the history of Masonry in the Common- 
wealth. And this, by Masonic law, usage, and equity, is an effectual 
and perfect bar to the admission of any foreign body of the same grade 
within the territory so held and occupied. 



PRELIMINARIES TO INITIATION. 

FouB Lbotubbs delivered in the Grand Lodge of Instraetioo, in Dublin, by R. W. Br. Joaii 
FiTZHBHST TowMSBHD, LL. D., Dcp. OrtQd Master of IrelaDd : 
LECTURE L 
Bkfore any man can be initiated in a regular Masonic Lodge his name must 
be submitted to the consideration of its members. This is bnt the universal rule 
of all Societies. A new member should be approved before he is received. In 
this country the name of the candidate must be proposed, viva voce, by one mem- 
ber of the Lodge, and seconded, in like manner, by another, and Jhat in open 
Lodge. U cannot be done in any other way. The name need only be proposed ; 
it is not absolutely necessary, (however it may be usual,) that any recommenda- 
tion of the candidate should be given. Nor is it necessary that the meeting at 
which the proposal is made should be a stated periodical meeting of the Lodge ; 
it is a constant practice, and one perfectly legal, to propose a candidate at a spe- 
cial '< Emergency'' meeting.* It is not advisable to hold Emergency meetings 
for any ordinary basiness which may be done as well at a regular meeting; but 
I am no«v speaking of the strict Masonic rule, and undoubtedly it permits us to 
propose a candidate at a special meeting. The object of the proposal is that the 
members should have sufficient opportunity of examining into his qualifications, 
position, and character. For that purpose reasonable notice must be given them. 
The shortest length of that notice is fixed by our 98tli rule ; which requires that 
at least seven days shall elapse between the meeting at which the Candidate is 
proposed, and that at which the ballot for his admission takes place, in order, as 
the rule justly observes, " to afford time to make enquiry into his reputation and 
capacity ;" which enquiry is, by another rule, made obligatory whenever a per- 
son is proposed for membership who is not a resident in the neighbourhood of the 
place where the Lodge is held ; a rule obviously merely directory, and intended 



« This is not the practice in this country, nor in England, and is a dangerous one, as the au- 
thor subsequently admits.-- JEStt Mag^. 
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to impress oa us the paramount necessity of making doe enquiry respecting 
strangers, bat by no means exonerating as from doing so with respect to neigh- 
boars, although it may be presumed that the character of a man is tolerably well 
known in the vicinity where he lives. And it is the particular duty of a Special 
Committee of the Grand Lodge to make such enquiry in this metropolis ; and no 
- man can be initiated in a Dublin Lodge, excepting only in the Grand Master's 
Lodge, until his name has been submitted to and approved by the Committee of 
Inspeotioo. Bat the Grand Master's Lodge enjoys a peculiar exemption in that 
respect ; the names of Candidates for admission to it being submitted only to the 
Deputy Grand Master. But to retnrn— this verbal proposal is to be made in open 
Lodge, because the members are all presumed to be then present ; but it is very 
certain that the proposal, if confined to the verbal statements in Lodge, would 
seldom, if ever, reach all the Members who are to decide about it. It is now, 
therefore, the usual practice (which ought to be universal), to send a written no- 
tice to each Member of the Lodge, specifying the name, residence, and calling; 
or position in life of the Candidate, with the names also of his Proposer and Sec- 
onder. 

These remarks may seem trite and superfluous to many ; but I pray you io re- 
member that I do not profess to teach experienced Brethren whose knowledge is 
superior to my own, but to instruct those who, as yet unacquainted with the pe- 
culiar practices of our Society, and the reasons of them, come here to learn them. 
If there be present here any Members of Country Lodges, they most have had 
occasion to know that it is not always nsual to give these written notifications to 
each member. And I will venture to add that many who hear me can remem- 
ber instances in which, from want of such preliminary notice, men have found 
access to a Lodge, whose admission has been regretted when regret was too late ; 
and whO| if the members had been apprized of the intention, would never have 
been allowed to enter the porch. I think I could )point to instances where the 
same thing has happened, even in this city ; but I do not speak of irregularities; 
I am discussing only the acknowledged and authorized practice ; and I do not 
hesitate to say that, as our Society is now constituted, the giving of a preliminary 
notification to every member of the Lodge, of the foregoing particulars respecting 
a candidate, should be a universal and inflexible rule amongst us. 

In a well regulated Lodge it is more usual to attend to a fair objection made 
to a candidate, and accordingly to withdraw his name, than to risk the disagreea- 
ble alternative of having him rejected on the ballot. But unless the By-laws of 
the Lodge make ptovision for such a case, the proposer need not attend to any 
objection conveyed in that manner from an absent member ; he may insist on the 
ballot proceeding ; and, if there be no black-bean, the candidate must be admit- 
ted. Such a case would, of course, result in angry feeling. Jealousy, distnist, 
dissension,— dissolution of the Lodge. And I think it would be a great improve- 
ment on our present system, and one very easy to be efTected by the Bylaws of a 
Ijo^ge : — 1st. That no name should ever be submitted to ballet unless first ap- 
proved by a Committee of the Lodge. 2nd. That no ballot should ever be per- 
mitted at an Emergency meeting. Emergency meetings are generally inconven- 
ient to many. They disgust and weary the diligent and conscientious attendant 
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^•ihej ara ner^r frequented by the remiM. Mea of busy oecupatioDS cm sel- 
dom spaie time to attend, eren if ever ao mooh diapoeed lo do ao. And if thai 
be ao lA town, how moat it be in the country, when the membera often have to 
travel many milea to the place of meeting ? I believe the ayatem of piocuiing 
admiaaion to Lodgea, in an luderhand way, haa cauaed more diaaenaion in the 
Order, not to aay more diacredit and diagrace to it, than almoat any other oanae. 

When apropoaal haa been oiade and aeconded in open Lodge, it ia then for th« 
memhen to determine whether the name propoaed ahall be placed upon their 
hooka for ballot. I have heard the Maater of a Lodge, without putting any quea- 
tion, direct the Secretary to reoord the name for ballot ; but in my opinion the 
queation is one which the Lodge ia to decide, and which the Maater ahould there- 
fore put from the ohair, to be determined by the majority of votea. 

Varioua Lodgea refer the namea of all candidatea propoaed among them, wheth- 
er for initiation or for memberahip, to a Committee of the Lodge ; and I think that 
plan, to which I have already alluded in a paaaing way, ia worthy of being uni- 
veraally adopted. It then becomee at once our apeciai buainaaa to make due en« 
quiry, and if the report be unfavorable, no odium ia caat on any individual con- 
cerned $ and the feeling that the Committee muat inveatigate the matter will 
often prevent raah and indiaoriminate propoaala. But, after all, our real aecnrity 
oonaiata in our individual aenae of our reaponaibility. If we propoae men merely 
to add to oor funda— lo enlarge our nnmbera-Ho gain the acceaaton of acme j(^ 
vial compaoioa who can aiog a good aong, enjoy a good dinner, or the like ; and 
diaregafd the weightier mattera of honor, truthfnlneaa, temperance, candour, in- 
telligence, and benevolence, of courae our Inatitution will be a mockeryi and 
that of the worat kind— -a hypocritical and aanctimonioua mockery. The more 
aelect we are in the choice of our aaacdatea, the more ready auch men will be to 
aeek admiaaion aa we moat ahould wiah to admit We muat not rely on commiu 
teea, ballotrbocea, and auch like winnowing-machinea ; we muat manfully do our 
own duty, and I regard the giving of a vole on the admiaaion of a candidate, aa 
one of the moat aerioaa poiata of it. Oor Inatitution ia capable of working very 
great and very uaafol reauita. We have no right to proatitute it, any more than 
wc have a moml right to reject a man on malevolent motivea. Though man can- 
not call ua to aocount there ia One that aeeth and jndgeth. We meet together 
ia Hia name, and whether we like the idea or not, He ia here in the midat of na, 
now and whenever or however we may meet, and whatever we are aay in g or do- 
ing. And aa there ia not a aingle act of our livea which may not be productive 
of reauita too great for ua to conceive, I would implore all who hear me to re- 
member that whatever people may think of the unimportance of allowing a man 
to join a Freemaaon'a Lodge, or of rejecting him from it, it ia,^aoriottaly conaider* 
ed, a matter which requirea very delicate attention, both on hia part and on oora. 
'A tbiog is great or littie onl^ to a mortars thiokiog, 
Bat, abstracted inm the body, aU things are alilie importaat, 
The Aaci^nt oi Days notetb io bis book tlie idle convene of a creature, 
And happy and wise is the maa to whose thought ezistelb not a trifle." J 
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THE GORMO60NS. 

A BUTORICAL «TCH. 

Shortly after the revi? al, or reorganization of the Masonic Fratemiljr, in 
England, in 1717, a Society sprang into existence nnder the title of "Gormo- 
gons," which appears to have been composed of Seceders from Masonry, and 
other persons, and against which, some of the edicts of the Grand Lodge, issued 
prior to 1725, appear to have been especially aimed. 

Pope, in the concloding book of his Danciad, makes mention of the Orders of 
Gregorians and Gormogons, which his commentator in a note, defines to be '^ a 
sort of Lay-brothers; slips from the root of Freemasons." 

la Harry Carey's Poems, 1739, 3rd edition, is the following : 

^The Moderator between the Freemasons and Gormogons." 
*' The Masons and the Gormogons, 

Are laughing at one another, 
WfaOe all mankind are langhing at them % 
Then why do they make such a pother V* 

** They bait their book for simple gulls, 
And truth with bam they smother ; 
But when they've taken in their culls, 
• Why then 'tis Welcome Brother !" 

In regard to this so'called Order of Gormogons, we can find only three aocoonts 
in English aothora ; in the Grand Mystery, 3 Ed. 17S5 ; in Prichard's Masonry 
Dissected, 1730; and in Euclid's Letter to Anderson, 1738, which is appended to 
the 2nd Ed. of the Book of Constitutions. 

In the ** Grand Mystery of the Free Masons Discovered/' 1735. p. 7-20. That 
portion referring to the Gormogons, is entitled as follows : 

*' Two Letters to a Friend, The fKrtI concerning The Society of Free-Masons. 
The Seetmd giving an aecoitni of The Most Ancient Order of GoRMoeoiis, In Its 
Original^ InsUlution^ Exedleney^ and Design : Its Bule$ and Orden and the man- 
ner of Introduction into GrttU Briiain, With an entire Collection of all that has 
been made Publick on that occasion. Together with the supposed Reason of their 
excluding the Free-Maeons, without they previously undergo the Form of Degra* 
dation, Slo» Now first set forth for the Saliqfaclion and Emolument of the Pub* 

lick. * NuUo penetrabilis astro, Lucus erat Virg. London : Printed 

by A. Moore, near St. Paul's. MDCCXXV.*' 

The first letter, which is subscribed **Verus Coumodus, withont [date, b en- 
tirely devoted to an attack on the Freemasons, who are ridiculetl in the moat 
whimsical manner. It also contains some carious allusions, viz : ** Especially 
prominent, is a recreant Papist, who some lime since wrote a Farrago of Non- 
sense on the plague, and who would have the world believe that he is about to 
undertake the Translation of a oerUin Classic" This is probably an allusion to 
John Beal, M. D., who was Dep. Gr. Master in 1721 and 1722. <'I bad like to 
have forgotten one Man, who makes a most Il-Lustrioos Figure amongst 'em, and 
styles hiself R. S. S., and L L. D." Evidently an allusion to Dessguliers. In 
speaking of the Gnostics, the author informs us that ** they amus'd and pozaled 
the hw*bnio'di onwaiy orowd, that followed 'em» with Supentitiaui hkrpeU^ 
19 
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ttoru of extnofagmU TaUilnmde Cktaraden and abrirwtt SigmJUaiions of Uoo 
mon Kabalistiek WordB which exactly agrees with the ProceeJinss of our 3/o> ., 
Free-Mftaons.^' In a P. S., he remarks that " he has seen a liiile Tract callM 
T/ie Grand Mystery of the Fret-Masons Discover d.^' (This is the first eilition, 
London, 1724.) The second letter of Vercs Commodus begins with a statement 
that '' Since my last, the Venerable Order of Gormogoks having been brought into 
England by a Chinese Mandarin,*' &c., and then iollows a fantastical account of 
the institution of the Order, many thousand years before Adam, by the first Em- 
peror of China, Chin-quaw-Kt-po, as a reward of merit, and for the encourage- 
ment of science. The Gormogons aim to establish their Order on the merit of 
their members, and it bids fair to eclipse the other Society, (the Fieemafions.) 
*' This Order it seems, as well as the other, has a Secrkt, and as I am informed 
it is of a very extraordinary Nature, but what, I am well assured, is neither shock- 
ing to HumanUyf or to Morals.^^—'* And this leads me to tell you, That the only 
Point of Conversation which is expressly prohibited is that of the Politicks of their 
own Country." ** After the Qualifications of the Person, are examined into, (which 
I am told is extremely strict) and approved, the Terms of £ntiance are very easy : 
Instead of Three, Four, or Five Guineas, which the Masons require for Admis- 
sion, they only deposite such a Sum as .they shall think proper above so many 
Rupees, (Note in orig. Rupee is a Chinese Coin about ihe value of 2* 6d. Ster- 
ling.")— The Officer who presides iu Chief over the whole B^MJy or Order, roust 
be a Man of Quality and Learning, and is called I am told Sub-QSkumenicalf Vol» 
gee. He is represented by another Great Officer styled Deputy Vdgee who un- 
der him, governs the Society. There is a Third Great Officer who acts as Prte- 
sest over each parlicnlar Chapter^ zad governs all afikirs therein, conformable tu the 
General Statutes of the Order, but the name of this Officer, fur 'tis not made a Se- 
cret, I have forgot, only that it is, as all the rest, of Chinese Extraction."—** By 
this knowledge, which I have been able to oome at, tho' I have not the honour to 
be a Gormogon, yon will observe Sir, the Excellency of the Order, and that they 
are not ashavCd to let People Know in some Measure the laudable Ends and Pur- 
poses of their institution. I say, In some Measure^ because it must be confessed, 
they are very Tenaoioos of the Great and Important Secret of their Society, into 
which it is morally impossible that any-body but a thoroughly— graduated Gox- 
MOGOir can penetrate. You will also have the greater opinion of their Secret, 
tho' 'tis past the Comprehension of the Fu!gar fforld, inasmuch as you will ob- 
serve that they put on no afTected Grimacei in order to palm upon the Publick, 
the most Insignificant Trifles^ for the projoundcst mysteries, nor do they treat reoZ 
Venerable Mysteries as Trifles." 

The author then proceeds to quote the several pieces relating to the Society 
which had been published in the newspapers of the day, the first of which from 
the *< Daily Post " of Sept. 3, 1734, he prefaces as follows : 

" I am informed, that this Order was began in England long before, and sev- 
eral Worthy Gentlemen had form'd themselves into a Body, under the Auspices of 
the Mandarin Hako-Cui ; and did not intend to make Publick their Institution. 
But it seems some over-busy Persons having got a Knowledge of a fe^^ Particu- 
lac8| wiuch werenadft fk^^ecnl of, aod that the kmaeMy waa held sX tho CoOU 
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Tavtm in IJed Street^ they, being minded to rally the Free-Masons at the same 
''•ne, published the following advertisement.'' Here follows the advertisement in 
the Daily Post : 

•* Whereas, the truly Ancient and Noble Order of the Gormogons, Instituted by 
Chin-Qua w-Kt-Po, the firsi Emperor of China (according to their account) many 
Thousand Years before Adanij of which Order, the great Philosopher Confucius, 
was (Ecnmenioal Volgee, has lately been brought into England by a Mandarin^ 
and he having sdmitted several Gentlemen of Honour into the Mystery of that 
most illustrious Order, they have determin'd to hold a Chapter at the CaiUt Tav 
ern in Fleet i^red, at the particular Request of several Persons of Quality. This is 
to inform the Poblick, that there will be nodraum Sword al the Door^ nor Ladder 
ina DarkBoonty nor will any Mason be received as a Member, till he has renoun- 
ced his M^el Order and been properly degraded, N. B. The Great Mogul, the 
Czar of MuBcovy and Prirtct Tochmas are entered into this Honorable Society, but 
it has been refos'd to the Rebel Meriwey, to his great Mortification. The Man- 
darin will shortly set out for Romt^ having a particular Commission to make a 
Present of this Ancient Order to his Holiness; and it is believed the whole Col- 
lege of Cardinals will cominenoe Gormogoks. Notice will be given in the Pub- 
lick Papers the Day the Chapter will be held.'* 

' The aoihor then informs us that several Gentlemen came to the Castle Tavern 
to ascertain the fact, among whom was the editor of the <* Plain-Dealer," a paper 
published every Monday and Friday. The latter having conversed with the 
Mandarin's Secretary and Interpreter, and being pleased with the institution, de- 
sired to become a Member, but happening to be a Freemason, he could not be 
admitted without being solemnly degraded, and renouncing that Society. ^' That 
Gentleman was much mortified hereupon, not being able to persuade himself to 
be \he first to give the Example of Degradation.^' The illustrious Hang-Chi, be- 
ing pleased with his Secretary's description of the Gentleman, wrote him a letter, 
persuading him to be degraded, and offering him the honours of the Order. At 
the same time he also sent him a letter from another great Mandarin Shim-Shaw, 
at Rom e,^ad dressed to himself. 

These two letters, with the Plain-Dealer's reply, together with the "pathetick 
Expostulatums of the Plain-Dealer to his Gvilly Brethren " (the Free-Masons) as 
he calls ihem, were published in that paper, (14 Sept. 1724.) From the *' Expos- 
tulation ** we give the following extracts : 

*' I will not be so partial to my own Brotherhood^ I mean the Wor-shipful Soci- 
ety of Frcr and Acceptcd Masons, as to forbear rebuking them on this Occa- 
sion, for the unaccountable Pother and Noise, they have lately made in the World. 
What Stories have been told to amuse, delude and engage the Credulous 7 And 
how many have been drawn into the Fraternity, that have no bnsiness there, to 
the manifest Detriment, of their own affairs, and Dii*advantRge of the Publick ? 
What Reflection!*, what Reproach, have we brought upon Ourselveii, and upon 
our Ajieietit Order, by making so many Proselytes in so cheap and prostituted a 
manner .'''—** Tis my opinion that the late Prostitution of onr Order, is next to 
the betraying of it The weak head of Fininers, Drawers, Wigmakers, Weavers^ 
&e,, admitted into onr Fratamity have not only brought Contempt opon the Insti- 
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totion, bot do very much endanger it."—'* Bat I mnst leave Folka," (Martia 
Folkes, a well-known antiquarian, was Dep. Gr. Master in 1724,) <Mhat know no 
better, to their Wonder, and proceed to assure my gniliy Bnihrtn, that they bafe 
promoted Supentition and Babbling, contrary to the Peace uf our Sovereign L(.Td 
the King, by their late Practices and Coiideicentions. Aiarminj? Reports and 
Stories of WITCHES, l.ADDERS, HALTERS, DRAWN SVYORUS, and 
DARK ROOMS, have spread Confusion and Terror. Trade and Business and 
Family Dulif, have been shamefully neglected ; and if the Government does not 
put the laws against us in Execution, it will be an extraordinary Faifbnr or Orrr- 
nght. For my own Part, I am so faithful a Subject, and have the Weal of the 
good People of England, and of our Andent Order so much at heart, that I have 
resolv'd never to Countenance a Lodge agahi, unless the Grand Mailer puts a 
stop to these Proceedings, by a speedy and peremploiy Charge to all the Broth- 
erhood, I do not say, I will utterly forsake, far less divulge the Tremendous Se- 
artU of our Society: But I wish I could honourably enter into Anolker, that seems 
to be better establish'd and regulated : And now that I have hinted at Another 
Society t or Order, I must entertain my Readers, with Two Letters : the first is 
addressed to myself, and the last written from Rome, to the Author of the first'' 

Here follows the letter of Hamo-Chi to the British Pulin-Dcalcr, from which 
we make the following extmcts : 

'< The LaufB and ConBtilutions of the most ancient and illustrions Order of 
GoAUOGONs, oblige us to be very cautious and frugal in admitting JVnv Members. 
Remarkable Virtues have always recommended the Candidates. No Rank, Sta* 
tion or Condition of Life, intitles a Person to be of out Fraternity. We know no 
Prejudice nor Partiality in conferring this Honour ; and all the Interest in the 
World to procure it would be fruitless without Merit. My Residence here will 
be but short : It cannot therefore be expected that I should invite many Worthy 
Persons to enter into our Order, nor dare I rendei it cheap and contemptible by 
admitting every Pretender." — << I shall consider it as an Honour and Ornament to 
onr most andent and illustrious Ordtr, which is the Ornament of all its Members, 
if you. Sage Sir, will be pleas'd to accept the Privileges, that I am empowered to 
bestow on the Deserving. I confess you must be Deoradkd, as our Laws require, 
and renounce and abandon the Society oT Masons, in the first Place ; But as your 
great Judgment must distinguish the Excellence of our Order, above that other, I 
hope you will prefer being a FeUoto with Us. Nothing wouM more sensibly con- 
cern me, when I leave London^ than not to be able to transmit your Name in the 
List that I must send to the OECUMENICAL VOLGEE in CAtno. lam, Sage 
Sir, Your affectionate Friend. Hako-Chi." 

The secoud leUer, from Shin-Sua w in Rome, to Hakg-Cbi in London, is aa fol- 
lows : 

*^ Health. Most Illustrious Brother and Friend. I congratulate you on the 
speedy Progress you have made from the Court of the Young Sophy in Persia, 
and your safe Arrival in the Isle of Brilain. Your Presence is earne:i||y expec- 
ted at Rome, His Holiness is very fond of our Order, and the Cardinals have an 
Emulation to be fiist distinguished. Our Excellent Brother GoauoGOM and BiUh- 
er Mandarin^ Chan Fuc is well and salutes you. Since my last Letter I have re- 
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teiTed NawB from Peking which confirms the previous Reports, that our Emperor 
is an open Enemy of the Je$uit Misgionariea, Nevertheless I hope, that the Dis- 
grace attending them there in China will not cause the Europeans to do us harm. 
Take Care of your Health. Farewell. Shin-Shaw." 

The Plain- Dealer, closes his communication with the declaration, that though 
he cannot prevail on himself to be degraded, yet he proposes ** the good Conduct 
and Regularity of the Gormogons, as a Pattern to the Fiee^ and Accepted Mason 
for the Future." 

Veros Commodus, then continues ; ** I cannot guess why so excellent and laud- 
able a Society as this of the Gormoooks shouKl think it woi;ih their while to make 
it an Article to exclude the Fru-Masons, or that they should condescend to take 
60 much Notice of them : Except there be any Truth in what I have heard re- 
ported, and to which I cannot give intiro Credit, having never heard it from a 
Graduated Gormogon, The report i^, that the Mandarin has declared, that many 
years since. Two unhappy busy Persons, who were Masons^^ (Desaguliers and 
Anderson?) <' having obtruded their idle Notions among the Vulgar Chinese, of 
Adam, and Solomon, and Hiram, and I can't tell who besides, &c." — '* But how- 
ever this may be; the good Order and Regulations of the Society of Gormogoks, 
have so much alarm'd the Masons, and convinced them of the Necessity of cor- 
recting the Abuses which have crept into their Fraternity, that we soon after had 
the Pleasure to read the following Advertisement, supposM to be publish'd by 
them, in the Daily Journal, on which I shall leave it to you, Sir, to make what 
Remarks you think fit." 

" On Michaelmas Day, being the 29th of this Instant, September, a JSTew Lodge 
will be opened, at the St, Alhan^s Tavern in St, JUban^s Street, for regulating the 
Moderti Muses which have crept into the Antient Fialemiiyol Free Masons; 
where 'tis desired, that all the old real Masons will be present, to accompany 
their Founders, viz.* label, Jubel, Tubal Cain, and their Sister JVaAaiiux, also JVtn- 
evekj Marchus, Gracchus, Euclid, Hterom, Charles Martin; Mitlstone^ and their 
good friend St. Alban, who loved Masonry well. 'Tis desired, that all Fathers, 
Masters and Wardens of Lodges, who have discover'd no Secrets but to the Broth' 
erkood, will be present. None under Seven will be admitted, and such as come, 
are to enter the Lodge, on the bare Hand and Knee, as usual.' " 

" Thus, Sir, have I given you all I know, or can collect, relating to this Affair ; 
and if ever you hear from me again on this Subject, it will be in a few Remarks 
on that empty Book called, The Constitutions, fyc, of the Free-Masons, written as 
I am told, by a Presbyterian Teacher^^ (Anderson) **and pompously recommend- 
ed by a certain Orthodox, tho* Mathematical Divine " (Desaguliers,) '* In the mean 
time [ remain, Sir, Your very humble Servant, Verus Commodus." Following 
this letter, is a P. S., which gives the derivation of the word Gormogon, as fol- 
lows : *' It is, it seems a Compound Word in the Chinese Tongue, signifying a 
Person made Illustriouti by Social Love, by the Excellency of his Genius, and by 
the Antiquity of his Descent,^* — " In short. Sir, I am so pleasM with this Excellent 
Society, that 1 shall only wait for your-Return from the Country, not doubting but 
yoa will join your Interest with me, that we may be recommended as Members, 
(however otherwise unworthy I may be) of this Ancient Order." This concln- 
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Bion reminds qs forcibly of a similar pamgraph in the pioteadod letter of John 
Locke, Alay 6th, 1696, relating to the Questions and Answers conceraiog the 
Mystery of Masonry, written by Henry VL 

The threatened ** Remarks '' of Verus Conimodus on the Book of Constitutione, 
a most absard production, were published io 1725, and reprinted in "The Se- 
crets of Masonry, London, 1737," under the title of "Observations and Critical 
Remarks on the new Constitutions of the Free«Masons, written by James Ander- 
son,'' &c. 

We should be tempted to believe that the whole of this story of the Gorroogons 
was merely an ingenious piece of wit on the part of the editor of the Plain-Deal- 
or, and that as such it had no connection with the history of Masonry, were it not 
for the fact that we find other allusions to them. 

In " Prichard'i Masonry D'uueUd^ 1730," we find the following : 

'< From the accepted Masons sprang the real Masons, and from both sprang the 
Gormogons, whose Grand Master, the Volgi, deduces his original from the Chi- 
nese, whose writings, if to be credited, maintained the hypothesis, of the Pre- 
Adamites, and consequently roust be more antique than Masonry. The most free 
and open society is that of the Grand Kaiheber, which consists of a select oorar 
pany of responsible people, whose chief discourse is concerning trade and busi- 
ness and promoting mutual friendship, without compulsion or restriction." 

" Brother EucUd^s Letter to the Author^ against unjust Camls," a paper append- 
ed to the Book of Constitutions of 1736, and dated from " our old Lodge, the Horn, 
in New Palace Yaid, Westminster, 9th Nov. 1733," sufficiently establishes the 
fact of the actual existence of the Society of Gormojitons ; as it remarks that ** it 
is well Known that the antiquity, and decorum of our worshipful Fraternity, have 
been envied by many, who very lately have coalesced into Societies, io imitation 
of the Freemasons , and some in opposition to them, though in vain^ as the Gor^ 
mogons, who have disappeared, and others are going." * 

The letter of Brother Euclid (Erasmus King 1) is itself a reply to the " Critical 
Remarks '' of Verus Com mod us, as it takes up and relutes his imputations, point 
by point. 

From the foregoing we learn that the Order of Gorroogons originated about the 
year 1724, or shortly before that date, that it was still in existence in 1730, but 
that in 1738, it had already become extinct. We have seen that in 1724, they 
bad a Chapter at the Castle Tavern in Fleet Street, and it is not improbable that 
this circumstance was tho immediate cause of the stringent regulations adopted 
by tho Grand Lodge, in regard to ** stated lodges." (See particularly the New 
Regulation VIII, 19th February, and 21st Nov. 1724.) 

It is not so easy to determine, what was the real nature and design of tliis sin- 
gular Society, or Order, but that it had some connection with the Fraternity of 
Free-Masons there seems to be no doubt. These portions of the extracts we have 
quoted, which refer especially to tho Free-Masons, are interesting, as showing 
the opinions entertained of that itislilntion by a portion of the public at that early 
day. They also piove that many abuses had alreiidy crept into the Fraternity. 

JQoss, in his admirable History of F. M» iu £ngland, has devoted some spaoe 
to this subject, and advances two theories in regard to the object and intention of 
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the institution of GormogonB. The finrt is, that it was an attempt on the part 
of the Jesuits, to regain a portion of their influence in England, under the cloak 
of a Masonic Society. The sarcastic atlu««ioii of Verus Cummodus to John Beul, 
M. D., as a ^' recreant Papiift,'* the allusions to the Pope, the Cardinals, the Jesuit 
Missionaries in China, and the statement that the seat of the (Ecumenical Yulgee 
or presiding officer was in China ; (Romel) appear to support this theory. 

The second hypothesis of Kloss, i? that under the title of (Ecumenical Volgi, 
is intended the celebrated Chevalier Ramsay, the originator of the so-called 
higher degrees. It is a matter of history that at the very date (1724) when we 
first hear of the Gormogone, Ramsay was actually in Home, as private tutor to 
Charles Edward, son of the Pretender James III, and zealously devoted to his 
service. The connection existing between the Pretender, Ramsay, and the Je- 
suits, render it probable that tlie theories of Kloss are in reality correct. — We can 
hardly believe that the Order of Goriiiogons was an attempt to introduce any 
higher Masonic degrees into England, although we read of ** graduated'' and 
<* thoroughly graduated '' Gormogons ; because it is historically proven that the 
higher degrees were only invented subsequent to 1740, while the Gormogons had 
ceased to exist in 1738. On the other band, it is said, by what authority we know 
not, that Ramsay' endeavored to introduce his system of Masonic degrees into 
England, but without success, before he introdoced them in France. If this be 
true, there is probably some connection between these higher degrees, and the 
Order of Gormogoas. 

The advertisemeat in the Daily Journal, inviting all the ^old red Matons^' to 
be present, confirms the statement of Anderson, that there were many ^ old Ma« 
sons *' in London, who did not unite with the Fraternity in the establishment of 
the Grand Lodge in 1717 ; and shows that the dissatisfaction of these old fireth- 
ren, with the ^ novel inslitotion " (the Grand Loiige) and with the substitution of 
Anderson's Constitution for the *< Ancient Constitutions,** which finally culminated 
in the famous sohism of the " Ancient Masons" in 1739, had already begun. 

In oonclosion, we must not omit to slate that about 1740-42, VVm. Hogaith, 
who bad k>een one of the Grand Stewards, ridiculed both Societies in a humor- 
ons plate, which will be found in the edition of his works published by Nichols 
and Steevens, London, 1810, quarto, vol. 3., p. 159, where it is thus described : 

'* The Mystery of Masonry brought to Light, by the Gormogons."—'^ The re- 
ferences are to :-*-A. Chin-Quaw-Kypo, 1st Emperor of China ; B. The Sage 
Conhiciaa ; C. In-Cbin, present (Ecumenical Volgi ; D. The Mandarin Hang- 
chi, Done from ye Original Painted at Pekin, by Matt. Chaoter, Grav'd by Ho- 
ge, and sold by ye Printsellers of Loudon, Paris, and Rome. Hogarth inv. et 
sculp." 

Underneath , these verses : 

" From Eastern climes, transplaoted to oar coasts, 
Two Oldest Orders that Creation boost*, 
Here meet in miniature, ezpouM to view, 
That b/ their eoadact meo may judge their due. 

" The QormogOQs, a venerable race, 
Appear diitiBgvishM with pecnliar grace: 
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What honoar ! witdom ! troth ! and aocial iof ! 
Sure such an order had its birth above. 

** But mark, Free-Matons ! whot a farce is thif ? 
How wild their mystery! what a Bum they Kiss ? 
Who would aoi laugh, who such oocasious had ? 
Who should uoi weep to thiak the world so mad ?" 



IT SAVED HIS LIFE. 



It is refreshing to record soch instances as the following, wherein Masonrj 
exerts its benign inflaence, even in the bitterness of the present civil war, to save 
life and poor oil upon the troubled waters. Just previous to the battle of Shiloh, 
last spring, the 3d Ohio cavalry, commanded at the time by Lt. Col. Morray, took 
possession of LAvvrencebnrgb, Tenn. The people of the place were understood 
to be all Secessionists, and the Lt. Col. ordered his men to search all the houses, 
arrest all the men, and take possession of all guns and other arms-^eing careful 
to protect the women and children from all harm and insult. While this was go- 
ing on, Col. Murray rode down the street, and, while in front of the Masonic 
Hall, noticed that some of his men had been in the Lodge-room and taken poa- 
session of some articles belonging to the Lodge. He immediately ordered them 
to return every article to its place, and then placed a guard at the door to protect 
the hall from future violation. His proceeding, unknown to him, was observed 
by a Mason— a rebel soldier disguised in citizen's dress. 

As the troops were to bivouac in town daring the night, Lt. Col. Murray pro- 
ceeded to post his pickets a mile or two from the town, and accompanied them 
himself, to see that all was properly done. This accomplished, he rode back to 
the town alone, unconscious of any danger. 

A few days after occurred the battle of Shiloh, and among the captures made 
by the 3J Ohio Cavalry, was a rebel surgeon— a Mason. Bro. Murray took his 
parole in the evening, until morning, allowing him to remain and sleep with him 
in an out house. During the evening Col. Murray and the rebel surgeon were 
made conscious of each other*s Masonic character, and the conversation became 
free. The surgeon inquired if he was not in command at the taking of Law- 
renceburgh ? On being answered in the afiirmative, the surgeon told him that ke 
was there also ; that while he (Col. Murray) was engaged stationing his pickets, 
a squad of rebel soldiers stationed themselves in ambush on the road by which ho 
would return, determined to shoot him as he passed. As he approached the spot| 
the rebel soldier (first alluded to above) in command of the squad recognized him 
as the officer who had protected the Lodge-room, and stationed a guard at the 
door for its protection. He immediately ordered his men not to fire, but let him 
pass in safety, naturally and truthfully concluding that he was a Mason. By this 
sudden interposition the lieutenant-colonel escaped with his lifOi although he 
himself was at the time totally unconscious of danger. 

The above facts are well attested, and we have them from the lips of^a member 
of the regiment. So mQoh for the good deeds of Misonry» in war.— JZioiMi. 
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MASONIC CALENDAR. 

Anctent Cbaft Masons commence their era wiih the creation of the world, oaUiog it Anno 
Liteis, (A. L.) "in the year of Light." 

Scotch Ritb, same as Ancient Craft, except the Jewish Chronology is used, Anno Mundi, 
(A. M.) *»in the year of the World." 

Royal Arch Masons date from the year the second temple was commenced by ZsairBBA- 
BB^ Amw Inveniionis, (A. Inv.) " in the year of the Discbvcry " 

RoTAL AND Sblbct Mastbbs date from the year in which ihe Temple of Solomon was com- 
pleted, Anjio Deposiiionu, (A. Dep.) '* to the year of the Deposit." 

Kniohts Tbmplars commence their era with the organization of their Order, Anmo OrM- 
m«, (A. O.) «' in the year of the Order.'* 

RULES POB MASONIC DATS 8. 

I AwciBNT Cbaft— Add 4000 years to the common lime. Thus: 1862 and 4000ai58<9. 

2. Scotch Ritb— Add 37«o to the common era. Thus; 1862 and 37«0»66S2. After Sep- 
tembex add another year. * 

3, Rotal Abcb— Add 630 years to the vulgar year. Thus: 1862 and 630»2392. 

4 Royal And Sklbct Mastbbs— Add 1000 to the common time. Thus: 1862 and lOOOa 
2862. 

6. Knight Tbmplab— From the Christian era Uke 1 U8. Thus ; 1118 from 1862=744. 

TUB PBESENT. 

Year of the Lord, A. D 1862— Christian, era. 

Year of the Light, A.*. L.-. 6362-«Ancient Craft. 

Year of the World, A.-. M.-. 6622— Scotch Rite. 

Year of the Discovery, A.-. In?.'. 2392— Royal Arch. 

Year of the lleposit, A.'. Dep.-. 2862— Royal and Select Masters. 

Year of the Order, A,*. O.-. 744— Knights Templars. 



COMPLIMENTARY. 

[From the ** Masonio Trowel," published at Springfield, 111., by R. W. Harman O. Rbymolm, 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of that Stale.] 

R. W. Bbo. C. W. Moorb, Grand Secretary of Massachusetts. This distinguish- 
ed Mason has just entered a pen his thiriteth year of service as Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

He is now publishing the twentysecood volame of the Freematont* Magazine'-^ 
a work which has no Masonic equal. A complete set of his Magazine would now 
quickly command from SS to $10 per volume. 

The great characteristics which distinguish Bro. Moore are, steadiness, firmness, 
logic, a legal mind, clearness of expression, and a terse, classic style. 

His knowledge of Masonic ritual, laws, usages and history as a w&ole, probably 
exceeds, that of any other living roan. Hence, his decisions, on this continent, and 
perhaps we may say in Great Britain, are regarded as law. 

The first election of Bro. Moore reaches back to the dark days of Antimasonle 
terrorism, and several years prior to the commencement of his Magazine. Verily, 
he has exemplified the truth of the maxim, ** Time, patience, and perseverance ac- 
complish all things." From a very desponding condition, he has at length been en- 
abled to see his Grand Lodge standing at tbe head of the Fraternity in the United 
States, free from all internal strife, and quietly traveling in the good old paths of 
*< Fritiidslup, Morality, and Brotherly Love.*' 

20 
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Turn FsKSMAiom* MAOAzms.— Elsewherv we hw allodtd to the Masonic ser- 
vice of R. W. Bro. C. W. Moore, of Boston, as Grand Secretary. That service, 
eminent and useful as it raay have been, bears no comparison with his fame and 
usefulness as Editor of the Periodical named above. He commenced its publication 
in Nov., 1841, and it has traveled in every direction from that time forward, the har- 
binger of good, the herald of truth, law, and sound Masonic decisions. The litera- 
ry articles, poetry and sketches which adorn its pages are models of good story tel- 
ling without license, putridity or mock modesty ; such as any person, who would 
read, might read with profit and real pleasure. 

The decisions upon Masonic law contained in the Freemasons* Magazine, in so 
far as they do not affect local Grand Lodge Regulations, are justly regarded as Ma- 
sonic law, as much so as the decisions of our highest courts of Judicature are con- 
sidered the law of the land. 

We (Grand Secretary of Illinois,) have all the volumes complete in our Grand 
Lodge Library, except the first, which was in the possession of P. G. M. Hobbs at 
the time of his death, and cannot, we feari be found. 

We have all the volumes complete in our own Library, and gold could not buy 
them. 

A full set of the work would now quickly command ten dollars per volume. 
They commanded seven dollars nine years ago.^-Jlfasontc TrotoeL 



IMPORTANT FROM THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 

NEW GRENADA. 

Ih our lasL we stated that important official documents had been received from 
the Supreme Council 33d of New Granada, by its Representative near the Supreme 
Council d3d for the Northern Jurisdiction 17. S., Boston, Mass. 111. Bro. Andrea Cas- 
sard. As an act of justice to 111. Bro. Cassard we have had the following portions 
translated. A perusal of them will be gratifying to his many friends, and cannot 
fail to heap coals of fire on the ignorant heads of all those who some two years 
since attempted ^o persecute him, with a spirit of fiendish malignity. While his tri- 
umph and vindication are complete, his adversaries have been made to suffer the 
punishment due to transgressors. 

[The New York Saturday Courier, from which the above is taken, oontains a 
translation of the proceedings referred to, but for which we have not room ia our 
pages. The result at which the body arrived is embraced in the following] : — 

" The G. College of Rites of the G. Orient of New Granada, Declares :~That 
the work published in New York by the 111. Bro. Cassard 33d, is in nothing preju- 
dicial to the Masonic Order, and that there is no reason whatever to proscribe its 
circulation in this G. Orient, and therefore it inptrmitUd ^nd authorized, 

" It likewise declares ; That said Bro. Cassard by publishing said work in Span- 
ish, has rendered an important service to Spanish Masons, and particularly to those 
of this G. Orient which has made him worthy of the esteem of all New Granlidian 
Masons; consequently the M. Ser. G. Master is requested to procure from the M. 
S. G. Masonic Senate, at its next meeting, the forwarding of a legislative act, de- 
claring 111. Bro. Cassard an Honorary Member of said Most Serene Corporation in 
testimony of their High appreciation and gratitude. Let these resolutions and re* 
port be published and cmnmunicated to IH. Bro. Cassard for his own satisfactioo." 
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A SUGGESTIVE LEAF 
PROM THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN NEW YORK* 
On the 3J inst we gave the action of the Grand Lodge of Ne«r York in 1853, 
based upon the report of Bro. Le^ris, in reference to the eatabliebment of Sym- 
holie Lodges by the Jttoood so-called Council of the Scottish rite ; and allnded to 
the persistence of that deceased chieftftin and his associates, in their illegal asur- 
pationsy despite the mandates of the Grand Lodge of the State, as late as 1859. 

We will now go back a little further, and call our Brother's attention to the foN 
lowing facts. In 1837, H. C. Atwood and others, were expdled from the Grand 
Lodge of New York, and in that year formed an illegal association which was 
known as the St. John's Grand Lodge. In 1846, the '' Cemeau" Supreme Coufi- 
cUf known at that period as the "Supreme Council 33d for the Western Hemis- 
phere," teas dissolved hy mutual consent^ and never revived by any of its original 
members. In December, 1850, Atwood and his associates were restored as Ma- 
sons. Up to that period he was universally held as an expelled Mason, and no 
regular body of Masons recognized him. At the time of his expulsion, rooie 
than one of the old Cemeau Council^ as members of the Grand Stewards Lodge, 
were his triers, and yet this usurping Council of New York,/ottni«i by Atwood, 
now claim to be the continuation since 1846, of a body of men, who never knew 
him, (Atwood) as an Ineffable Masoui but who, up to his restoration in December 
1850, regarded him as an— a/ien, even to Symbolic Masonry. 

««««###♦« 
The restless spirit of Atwood could not long brook the control of the Grand 
Lodge and despite its authority, and in violation of its laws, he again commenced 
his onholy work, for we find by the proceedings of the Coancil he founded, the 
following,' which we extract : 

" March 8, 1853. The following petitions were received and laid before the 
Coancil by the Grand Secretary, viz : 

'< From T. UL Bro. Robert B. Folger and bthers, for constituting and establish- 
ing a Lodge of St. John, No. 1, by the distinctive title of ' John, the Forerun- 
ner,' of the Ancient Free and Aeoepted SeoOi^ Rite. Ritual in the English 
Language, Granted.*' 

In June, 1853, or three months later, the election of Chancellor Walworth to 
the Grand Mastership, was seized as good and sufficient reason for many of the 
followers of Atwood remaining in the Grand Lodge, to revolt. On the 13th June, 
1853, a meeting of the revolters was held at Tollerton Hall in this city. JThe 
Chairman of the meeting was W. Bro. Edmund B, Hays, then Master of Key- 
stone Lodge, and now the so-called Sov. G. Commander of the Mwood Council. 
The avowed object of the meeting was the formation of a new Grand Lodge, and 
a Committee of three, Robt. B. Folger, Cbas. W. Willetts and R. M. Van Tas- 
•ell, was appointed to prepare a plan. On the 20th the Committee reported the 
St. John's Grand Lodge revived, and H. Thompson, John B. £wing, R. £. Ro- 

«Fnmii the New York Saturday Conner of Jan. 94| 186a 
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bens, Jaraes Q. Kent and Andrew J, Fisher, all members of tbe Hayt Council^ 
were elected Grand Officers; and on the 24ih installed by H. C. Atwood. 

«♦«#«###•■ 
A few months pre?ious to the disbandment of these illegal organizations, foe- 
tered by, and composed of, the members of this so-called Supreme Council, a 
pamphet was issued by the latter, over the signatures of H. C. Atwood, £. B. 
Hays, Geo. L. Osborn and Chas. W. Atwood, as officers, in which they styled 
themselres <*The Supreme Council in and for the Sovereign and Independent 
Slai€ of New York,"»]ess pretensions than now, when they claim jurisdiction 
over the " United States, its Territories and Dependencies," and declared that the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Kite was formed for the social, polilical and religious 
emancipation of Nations! ! that the Rite was an indissoluble totality, commenc- 
ing with the degree of Entered ^pprtntuXf and ending with that of S. G. I. G. 
S3d, and also '* that the Grand Lodge of New York commits a monstrous error, 
and endeavors to usurp powers in arrogating to herself the administration and 
government of the three^rsf degrees,*' meaning, we suppose, tbe first three de- 
grees. 

« # * # #'# # # # 

What order loving, law abiding, conservative Masons with such a record as 
this before them, will pledge their Masonic honors, lives and fortunes in support 
of such a " will o* the wispl" How many after perusing it will not endeavor to 
escape from the clutches of Pluto ? How msny uf those who from want of proper 
information have been entrapped, will consent to remain ! How will the Mason- 
ic historian of New York (Lewis) treat the subject? Surely, surely from the 
sublime to the ridiculous is but a step. ** The descent to Avernus is easy.** 



GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 

The above body held its annual communication at Detroit, in January last, 
with an unusually large attendance. The address of the Grand Master is chief- 
ly devoted to the work and lectures. The action of the Grand Lodge on this 
subject is embodied in the following order, which would seem to effectually ex- 
clude the '^conservators" and all other Innovators and itinerant lecturers from the 
jurisdiction : — 

Reaolvtd, That all Lodges wiihin this jarisdiction are enjoined and prohibited 
from encouraging, promoting, or permitting tbe delivery or teacbing any Masonie 
lectures or work which have not been sanctioned and authorized by this Grand 
Lodge ; aod all Brothers within this jarisdiction, are prohibited from delivering or 
teaching soch lectures to Lodges in this State unless hereaAer authoriaed so to do 
by this Graad Lodge. 

BRCTBREK IK THE ARMT. 

The following resolution should be strictlyy complied with, for the information 
it is designed to elicit, will be of much interest half a century hence. We have 
been trying to efieot a similar result in this Slate, but do not, we are sorry to say, 



Digitized by 



Google 



MASONIC ANECDOTES. 157 

meet with so ready a response from oar Brother Seoretaries as we coold d^ 
sire: — 

Jteiohed^ That each Bobordinate Lodge in thii jurisdiction be instrncted to pre- 
pare a list of sach of its members who have entered into the military service of 
their country, the respective capacity in which they have served, those who have 
been wounded, or killed in the service, etc. That the respective Lodges report such 
lists 10 the Grand Lodge, at its next annual communication, to be preserved among 
the archives of this Grand Lodge. 



MASONIC ANECI>OTES. 

Aboitt the year 1740, a French mariner, who was a Mason, having accumu- 
lated some money in his numerous voyages resolved to try his fortune at priva- 
teering, and accordingly fitted out a fine vessel for that purpose, well armed and 
manned* Having made several cruises with varying success, he was at length 
so unfortunate as to be shipwrecked off the coast of an island belonging to a hos- 
tile power. Although, by swimming, he managed to save his life, the whole of 
his crew appear to have been drowned^ and his ship, with all he had in the world, 
was totally lost. Naked and destitute, the unfortunate sailor had to appear and 
give an account of himself to the governor of the island which bad afforded him 
such a questionable refuge; his nation could not be concealed, and he had little 
mercy to expect ; he was confused, terrified, and unable to speak. The Govern" 
or, however, was a man of truly benevolent feelings ; perceiving the hesitation 
of the prisoner, and doubtless surmising its cause, he, to the Frenchman's great 
astonishment, made him a sign. It may easily be imagined with what joy this 
was jespontied to; and the mariner found that he had indeed found a friend in 
the hour of his need. The governor, sensibly touched with the Frenchman's 
misfortunes, treated him with fraternal kindness, and with the utmost hospitality. 
Though compelled to detain him a nominal prisoner on the island until peace 
should release him, the goverAor considered that the loss of bis ship and fortune 
was sufficiently heavy without further aggravation. During the period of his so* 
journ on the island, he received from his benefactor every assistance that could 
conduce to his comfort, and even pleasure ; and on the happy day at length ar- 
riving when cessation of hostilities enabled him to return to his native land, the 
governor loaded him with presents and furnished him with money and necessa- 
ries for his voyage. The Frenchman, penetrated with gratitude for the generosity 
shown him by this genuine Mason, did not, nevertheless, neglect the first oppor- 
tunity of returning to France. The author adds, that it was from the privateers- 
man's own lips that he derived his information. 

In the commencement of the eighteenth century, towns in France as well as in 
England, were isolated, the roads insecure, and travellers ran such risks from 
robbers, that a journey of any extent was a legitimate source of anxiety, and fre- 
quently of danger. An English gentleman on his way to Paris was so unlucky 
as to fall into the hands of one of the numerous bands of thieves which infested 
the roads, notwithstanding all the efforts of the ^nc/armene of the period. Our 
traveler considered himself fortunate in escaping with his life ; he was, however, 
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stripped of his property and papers, and had to make the best of hie way to the 
capital witboQt a loois in hie pocket. Arrived in Paris a total stranger, and with- 
out any means of proving his respectability or establishing his credit, oor eonn* 
tryman found himself in a pecnliarly disagreeable predicament. In this sitna- 
tion it occurred to him to make trial of a Masonic sign, which to his great delight 
was duly recognized ; friends soon came aronnd him ; the snm of which he had 
been plundered was contributed by the Brethren ; and after a prolonged visit of 
great enjoyment, heightened by the hospitality with which he was treated, the 
Englishman returned to his native country. Our author adds, that he did not 
forget to remit the sum to his French Brethren, with many expressions of grati- 
tude, immediately on his arrival in London. 



THE RELIGION OF MASONRY. 

Among the proselyting religious sects there is a tendenoy toexclnsivenees, and 
eectarianism is built up and fostered to an extent truly deplorable, and has at va- 
rious periods been carried to such a pitoh in some countries, that life, liberty and 
property were constantly in jeopaniy — nor is that spirit entirely inactive in our 
day or in our own country ; nor is it likely to becume extinct among the masses 
so long as man^s selfish nature remains unchanged. 

The great importance which all' sects attach to their religious faith, causes them 
to look upon ail others, whose faith and practice militates against their own, with 
hatred and disgust ; and it will be found, upon a fair inquiry, that the more the 
individuaPa imagination prevails over his judgfrnent, the more violent is that ha« 
tred and disgust, so that whenever the Church succeeds in controlling the civil 
power by being blended with it, proscription and persecution are sure to manifest 
themselves. 

Thus, as a natural consequence, men become estranged from each other. A 
man^s nearest neighbor becomes, by the workings of his own imagination, his 
bitterest foe, because that neighbor does not subscribe to the peculiar tenets in 
regard to religious belief that he does. 

Now, Masonry seeks to break down these barriers which divide and weaken 
human society, by inducing good men to forego those points of difference which 
keep them asunder, and having laid them aside, enables them to meet upon the 
level of equality, by the exercise of that Grolden Rule which teaches them '*to 
do unto others as they would that others should do to them.^^ But then it must 
be observed that good men, such as all true Masons are, do not admit the *' fool- 
ish Atheist ^^ into membership; and while the Christian, Mahometan, and Jew 
can meet upon terms of equality, in perfect safety, there is no such guarantee for 
the Atheist. So strongly guarded on this point is the institution of Masonry, that 
it is a fundamental landmark. No irreligious libertine or foolish Atheist can be 
made a Mason. 

Thus, while the institution of Masonry seeks to draw within the rule of broth* 
erhood all good men of every sect and opinion, it is compelled to exclude all 
those who deny the existence of a Divine Intelligent Supreme Being, the Creator 
and Preserver of the Universe; thusi while each, as Masons, jolnatarily lay 
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wide tbeir peculiar forms of worship— Iheir peculiar notions and conceptions of 
God^s attribute — his dispensations and reqoirements-^they have provided a plat- 
form on which they can meet in mutual confidencei and hail each other as Broth- 
ers in whom they can with con6dence rely. 

The laying aside as Masons, of their peculiar notions in regard to the doctrines 
contained in God^s Revelations to man, is only operative while in Masonic inter- 
conrse together, and each one is free to hold such opinions as his conscience may 
approve — he is only restricted in this particular, to not obtrude them within the 
pale of Masonry, as discord and confusion would inevitably follow, were it per- 
mitted. 

The security from discord in the Lodge is not the only advantage derived from 
this spirit of toleration : men are thereby taught to keep their passions within due 
bounds, to subdue prejudice and allow their heaits to expand with charity and 
love for all mankind— thus drawing men of every nation, sect and opinion, into 
one indissoluble bond of brotherhood, for mutual aid and protection wheresoever 
dispersed around the globe. 



GRAND LODGE OF NEW JERSEY. 
Wx are indebted to the politeness of R, W. Brother Joseph H. Hough, Grand 
Secretary, for advanced sheets of the printed proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
New Jersey, at its annual communication in January. There was a full repre- 
sentation of the Lodges. The opening address of the Grand Master b a brief 
well written paper, from which we extract, as follows : — 

MASONIC HARMONY. 

" I take the liberty of saying that, considering the peculiar condition of oar coun- 
trymen and the state of affairs in our country, it is a matter of serious and grave im- 
portance, and should be firmly impressed upon the mind of every Mason, that the 
cultivation and promotion of harmony and good feeling among our people is essen* 
tially necessary in carrying out the teachings of Masonry. However different our 
views as to sectarian or political matters may be, still the principles of Masonry re- 
quire that we should all meet with and act toward each other as if all were equal, 
and no matter what considerations may cause dtfierencf s of opinion, yet allowing 
for the infirmities of human nature, all are required to give due allowance to such 
infirmities and endeavor to promote that peace and harmony so essentially neces- 
sary to keep us united as a band of brethren." 

THE "conservatives.'* 

''I have received a complaint from an officer, during the past year, of one of the 
Lodges, complaining of the introduction of a certain kind of work, and tbe use of 
that work by officers of Lodges coming from ti foreign jurUdictiony contrary to a 
resolution in force adopted by this Grand Lodge. Upon such complaint being made 
I caused such action to be taken that led to the promise on tbe part of the W. M., 
that the objectionable work should be discontinued ; and from the fact that no fur- 
ther or other complaint has been made, I am induced to believe that the difficulty 
has been obviated." 
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pTTHAGORiAir LoDOK, 8t MarioD, Ib the 
county of Plymouth, was oonstituted, and its 
officers were installed, *' according to ancient 
Qsage," on the 14ih ultimo. The ceremonies 
were peHbrmed by the M. W. Grand Master, 
assisted by the. competent number of Grand 
Officers, in a very able and satisfactory man- 
ner. At the installation ot the officers the 
doors ol the Lodge*room were thrown open 
to the admission of the iadiec of the village, 
and a large number availed themselves of the 
privilege, and for the first time witnessed a 
Masonic ceremony. They seemed to be well 
pleaaed with what they saw and heard, as the 
Brethren were by their presence. The Hall 
has been neatly and safely fitted up, and the 
members of the Lodge are confident in their 
ability to sustain it. We wish them all the 
success and happiness in their new undertak- 
ing which they can reasonsbly hope for and 
expect to realize. 

SuPBSMK Council. We give iu a prece- 
ding psge an important Baiustre from the 
Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdic- 
tion, to which we invite the attention of those 
of our readers who may leel any intereat in 
the subject to which it refers. The attempt 
to revive a long-since exploded New Yorlc 
spurious organization, and to aid it in setting 
up its authority in Massachusetts, which haa 
everbeen free from the contamination of spu- 
rious Masonry and Masonic schisms, cannot 
fail to receive the hearty oondemnatioa of 
every true Mason in the Commonwealth. 

Plbhtt. The ear of com iM the Masonic 
symbol of Plenty, and was derived, as nearly 
all the Masonic symbols have been, from the 
ancient system of symbolism. According to 
Mountfaucon, ears of com always sccompan- 
ied the image of the goddess Plenty, in the 
ancient gems and medals, ot which he gives 
several examples. The HeMew word SfUb- 
oleth, signifies an ear of corn. 

OC^A Royal Arch Mason, who has never 
been Master of a chartered Lodge, cannot 
lawfully install the Master of a Lodge. The 
Blue Lodge cannot distinguish him from any 
other Master Mason. 



OFPicsas OF THB Obavd Lodob of Cax«- 
iroBRiA Fos 1863-4. W. C. Belcher, ot 
Biarysville, G. Master; G. B. Claiborne, D. 
O. M.; Louis Cohn, S. O. W.; W. A. Da- 
vis, J. ,G. W. ; James Laidley, O. Treas. ; 
Alex. G. Abell, of San Francisco, G. Sec. ; 
Hcv. Wm. H. Hill, G. Chap. ; Rev. T. Starr 
King, G. Orator; L. C. Owens, As. G. Sec. ; 
James K. Weber, G. Marshal; J. E. Wbieh- 
er, G. St. Bearer; J. Burkhalter, G. Sw. B, ; 
Geo. C. Tount, G. Bible Bearer; Isaac S. Ti- 
tus, 8. G. Dea. ; GUbert Lampbier, J. G. D. ; 
John G. Hufi' and Isaac a Locke, G. Stew- 
ards; Wm. Horton, G. Oiganist; Alijab Me- 
Call, G. Pursuivant; Joel JNoah, O. Tyler, 
in 1864 the meeting will be in October instead 
of May. 

ZgRUBBABBii. The grandson, though called 
by Ezra the son of Salatbiel, who was the 
son of Jeconiah, king of Judah. He was, 
therefore, of the royal race of David. He 
was born at Babylon, as the Hebrew signifi- 
cation of his name imports, and returned to 
Jerusalem in the beginning of the reign of 
Cyrus, with the sacred vessels of the Temple, 
which Cyrus had committed to his care, as 
the chief of the Jews who were in captivity 
at Babylon. He laid the foundation of the 
second Temple, and restored the worship of 
the Lord, and the usual sacrifices. He is re- 
presented by the second officer in the Royal 
Aroh degree. The incidents of Zeriibbabel's 
life are also referred to in several other de- 
grees, such as the Knigfau of the Red Cross, 
Knight of the East, and Prince of Jerusalem. 

GoDT*s Ladt*8 Book 'for August comes to 
us beautifully arrayed. ^Hallowed be thy 
name," is a find steel engraving by illmao 
Brothers. The faahioii plate of six figures, is 
colored and beautiful. Then follow eight or 
ten pages;of music, dress patterns, head dress- 
es, dec, from the establishments of Stewart 
and Brodie, New York. In the literary con- 
tents of the number, <* Husks," by Marion 
Harland, is concluded, and there are excel- 
lent contributions from numerous other writ- 
ers. It is altogether a rich and valuable num- 
ber. 
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THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD, 

aud 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



At the request of Brethren interested^ in preserving the purity of the Work, 
and maintaining uniformity of Practice in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre- 
pared a Pocket Edition of the Trestle-Board, particularly adapted lo aid in 
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the Ritual, and submits it as a Text- 
book, in all respects in strict conformity with the Lectures of ancient Craft 
Masonry y as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year 
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digest of tJu Laics of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be 
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
\hat his abihty for usefulness would be thereby materially increased. 

The work is neatly bound in tne pocket-book (tuck) form ; and in cambric, 
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuclc, is MioUy cents a single copy, 
or six dollars ($6.00) a dozen ; — ^for those bound in cambric, fifty-cents a single 
copy, or five dollars and fifly cents ($5.50) a dozen. 

It is believed that at the above prices, aud in view of the amount of matter 
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity. 

Orders for the work can be sent directly to the undersifrned, or Clark, Austin & 
Smith, New York— J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia— J. C. 
Morffan & Son, New Orleans— W. B. Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of 
the Targe book-houses in the principal cities,— it can also be sent by mail at a 
postage of 3 cents a copy. 

CAHRLES W. MOORE, Qrand Secretary, 
Boston, March 25, 1861. Freemasons^ BaU^ Boston. 

RBCOMMENDATlOlfS. 
" Thb Pocket Tbbstlb-Boabd," by R. W. Brother Chablk* W. Moobb, Grand Sectrt 
tary, will, iu ilw opioion of the undersigaed, entivAtv iiM«i Um «^ject which led to its com 
pilaiion, in furnishing to the Pratenuty, in a comimct ana nf)nYenienC ibrm, the means of 
acqoiring and imparting a eorreel knowledge of the Ritital, as sanctioned hj the Grand 
Lodge of Massacnuselts. The Digbst op Masoric Law W9 i?i;afd as an addition of great 
value. We therefore cordially recommend the work to the faror of the Brethren (both 
teactiers and learners) of the Masonic Instituiinu 

B. P. NouBSB 1 Qrand Leetwers of tA*t 
I. P. Sbatbt, ( Ortmd Lodge qf MasBoehuntta . 
Boston, Feb, 20, 1881. 

. Bogton^ Feb. 21, 1861. 
A Digbst op Masonic Law, by Brother Chaelbs W. Mooeb, needs no other recom- 
mendaiiop than his own name. 

If, howeyer, the official positions held b^ the undersigned are considerod as attaching any 
additional value to their opmioos, or additional importance to their indorsement of the work, 
they most cordially give it the benefit of both, and recommend it to all the Praternity, espe- 
cially to the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, useful, aud Yaluable 
Manaal. 

WiNSLOw Lbwis, p. (?. JH 
John T. Hbabd, P. O. M. 
Wm. D. Coolidob, Orand Muter, 

I take great pleasure in recommending the abore little work to all the Lodges and Brethren 
IB this jnriadictionj as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Ritital. 

[Turn o?er. 
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A4 a reltabl« text-book of Mabonio Law, it should be in the haods of every initiaie, and 
may be profitably vtadied by every Brother detiroua of perfecting himself in Masonic calture. 

Wm. D. Goolidob, O. Master 
Boston, Inarch \9, 1861. of O. L. of MaasaehutdU, 

Boston, MirehTMtVS&l, 
Mr Dear Sib — I vas this mornios favored with the gifl of a neatly bound copy of yocr 
** Tresile-Board and Digest,'* for which please accept my acknowledgements. 

It is even a better and more useful wirk than I supposed it to be when 1 gave it the "in- 
dorsement" which is primed under the head of " recommendAtions **• The "l^igest" will be 
very useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, lo all who desire to know the exact Masonic 
law or questions uf frequent occurrence m the government of Lodges. 

Very fraternally yours, 
To Chablks W. Moobb, Esq. John T. Hbabd. 

[From R. W. Bro, Wnu T, Bain, Grand Secretary of N. C] 
" I received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which you will accept ol 
my warmest thanks. It is certainly a valuable compilation of Masonic Law. and it should 
be purchased by every Mason who may feel disposed to become acquainted with the Work 
and Lectures of Ancient Craft Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of voar 
valuable little Manual.'* 

[From the Boston Post.] 
Moore's Pocket Trestle Board and Digest —The Pocket Trestle- Board and Practical 
digest of the Laws of Ancient Masonry, written and published by Charles W. Moore, G. 
Lodge of Massachusetts. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this liiile 
volume, which certainly deserves the title of multufn in pano, as well as any book we bare 
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost 
minute compactness of the form renders it a convenient pocket companion. A full and cleiir 
index > that most useful adjunct of all books— is prefixed to the Laws, and. the volume clones 
with a complete list of all the Lodged under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

[From the Saturday Evening Gazette^ Boston*] 

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of a ne£t litile Masonic work, prepared 

by C. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Massschusetts Grand Lodge It may be carried 

in the pocket, but it contains a great deal of information useful to those progressing io tke 

degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity. 

[From the Bunker HUl Aurora^ Charlestoym.] 
Masonic Manual. — C. W. Moore, Esq., has just published a new Masonic Manual of 
miniature size, intended for individual use, and convenient to be carried in the pocket. It i« 
what Masons call a " Trestle-Board," and includes an oniline of *' Masonic work," in the 
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It is otherwise called the ** Ritual,*' and contains, 
in abridgement, all that is ever written or printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge 
room, or on public occasions. Added to this is a full and comprehensive Digest of Masooic 
Law— a new and very important portion of the work, which has been prepared with great 
carefulness by the accomplished author. 

With this brief statement of the characteristics of the volume, to the fraternity, do fnrthir 
word of remark is necessary.^ It is more complete and perfect and comprehensive, \n desisn 
and execution, than iny similar work ever published, and will have a beneficial influence 
upon the institution for all the future of its existence, principally because it will promote 
emciencT and uniformity in the work, and furnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite 
code of laws for their government 

The volume comprises eighty pages in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe- 
cuted and handsomely bound, and is a gem of a book externally as well as in respect lo iis 
contents. It is the condensation of knowledge and experience in Masonic aflTairs. and hus 
cost the anthor much more labor than the aize of the volume would indicate If there w&s 
ever a manual or volume to which the muito '^multum inparvo** could be truthfully aLplied, 
it is to this little book, and we are of opinion, for reasons nlready indicated, that tne t'ra- 
tornity of this country are under great oblig&iions to ihcir learned Brother for offeriaS lo 
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valuable memorial of his intelligence and ta»te. 
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List of Ldtera from Aug, 27 to Sept, 

RbmittanobS'J Shepley, Providence, R I, 2— FS Benson, Washington~E C Jeoner, 
YpMlauti, Mich^J A Harris, Uoiicnrd, N H — A H Ctiiint, Rappahaiinock, Va. 

BCS1NB88— W H Carpenter, Providence, R J~ H G Reynolds, Springfield, 111— G Pope, 
Kaskaskia, 111— W Hohsoii, Saco, Me— Francis KiD{;, Igdianapolis, Ind., (correct)— P M, 
Waterville, Me— Asa Walker, Worcester, Mass— C H Laegar, Naniucket. Mass— J Shep- 
ley, Hartford-G W Sieinlieriier, N York.— S Griffeth, Louisville, Ky— J K Thompson, 
Lexington, Ky— J Follon, Lnhaino, S'J— B C Jenner, Ypsilanti, Mich— R S Pope, Hyannis, 
Mass— L M Hunt, Hartford, Conn— L J Powers, Springfield. 

PENSIONS AND BOUNTIES. 

Pensions, Bounties, Back Pay, Prize Money, and all 

claims for indemnity against the United States 

obtained. No charge unless successful 

gCr*Advice gratih.,JZ}% 

Apply in person^ or by letter ^ to 

JACOB TODD, 

No. 63 State street, Boston. 

Refers by permission to Winslow Lewis, M. D. ; Geo. Stbyehs Jones, U. States 
Examining Surgeon ; Edwin C. BailbTi Esq., Editor of Boston Herald : 
John K. Hall, Esq, Bank of North America : Wm. PAKKiiAir. Esq. 
Nor. 1,1862. ^ 
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THE PRINCIPLE OF ASSOCIATION AS 

DEVELOPED IN MASONRY. 

' ** From the time that the mother biads the child's head, till the moment that acme kind as- 

sistant ^pea the death damp from the brow of the dying, we cannot exist without mutual 

help. All, therefore, that need tfid, have a right to ask it of their feltow-morlals ; no one who 

has the power of graotiog can refuse it without guilt."— t^coTT. 

In the rery Birthday of our World it was declared by its Almighty 
Creator, that ** it was not good for man .to be alone ;*^ and the whole his- 
tory of that world since has been one continued confirmation of the prin- 
ciple thus divinely and solemnly enunciated. Society or Msociation has 
been proved to be essentially necessary alike to the development and pro- 
gress of Humanity at large, and to that of the individual man. Without 
it, where would have been the great national politics of ancient and mod- 
ern times ? The splendors, pomp and power of ancient Assyria, Egypt, 
Persia, India ? , The philosophy, refinement and cultivation of Athens ? 
The world-subduing might of Rome ? Or where to-day would be the 
commerce, civilization, enlightenment of the leading nations of Europe 
and America ? 

The same principle that taught man his need of, and dependency upon, 
his fellow-man, extended and developed itself, gradually and irresistibly, 
from the family to the clan or tribe, and thence to the. broader basis of a 
nation, and thus was originated the science of Political Economy. And it 
is no less profitable than interesting to trace the rise and progress of that 
• science in various countries, and to observe how closely it accords with 
the development of the heart of the individual man in its causes and con 
45 
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354 THE PRINCIPLE OF ASSOCIATION 

sequences : and how the happiness, power and permanent success at- 
tained, have been in. exact proportion to the fidelity with which the path of 
justice, truth, and right has been pursued. The history of Nations is full 
of the most solemn and striking, illustrations of this great truth. God 
gave even to the Heathen nations of antiquity, as the Apostle tells us, a 
light of conscience for their guidance, and, so long as they followed that 
light, they were powerful and prosperous : but, when they turned away 
from its guiding rays, or suffered them to be darkened or excluded from 
their view by the corrupt and loathsome vapors of sensuality and selfish- 
ness, so that " they were given over to all uncleanness," the day of their 
splendor rapidly drew to a close, and a handwriting on the walls of their 
national glory, no less awful or plain to be read than the " Mene, Mene, 
Tekel Upharsin" in the palace of Belchazzar, announced to them also 
that " they had been weighed and found wanting, and that the glory had 
departed from them." 

Directing our glance downwards from these olden times to the great na- 
tions of modern, Christian Europe, we not only see the same principle of 
association accomplishing the most wonderful results in politics, com- 
merce, manufactures, and all the arts of civilization, but we also read 
there the same lesson that was afforded us by the fluctuating fortunes of 
the nations of antiquity. Those countries that have remained most true 
to the great principles of Truth and Justice, as revealed now under the 
clearer light of Christianity, have been the steadiest in their progress, 
and the most firm and enduring in their prosperity ; while others, that 
have yielded themselves voluntary slaves to superstition and ignorance, 
with the vices that ever follow in their train, have fallen from their once 
high position to one of degradation and debasement. It might be difficult 
to find any country, even in this age of Christianity and civilization, whose 
government and people have been at all times strictly obedient to the dic- 
tates of conscience and the guiding rule of Justice ; but it is no less true 
that those which have been most prompt to acknowledge the authority of 
God over all his universe, and openly to confess Christianity as their faith, 
and the fiible as the basis and standard of that faith, stand at this mo- 
ment at the head of all the nations of the World. A careful and impartial 
examination into the history of individual lives will, in the vast majority of in- 
stances, exhibit a like connection of cause and effect. Although it be true 
that we often see men successful, flourishing, and apparently happy, whom 
we know to be devoid of all upright and honorable principle ; and the sight 
causes for a time, a revulsion of feeling against the belief in an equita- 
ble, moral government of the Universe ; it will, we believe, eventually 
be found that such a conclusion was a hasty and uiijust one : that, in the 
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long run virtue and integrity are the surest foundation of all lasting suc- 
cess even in this life — that " honesty is the best policy,'* and that in the 
words of Holy Writ — ^* Godliness is great gain, having the promise of the 
life that now is, and also of that which is to come.** 

From these facts, then, whether as observed in the lives of nations, or 
of men, we learn that something more than association is wanted to pro- 
mote man*8 welfare and happiness, collectively or individually. It must 
be an association of good, and for good : — association based upon the 
solid principles of virtue, benevolence and truth. The union or associa- 
tion of the unprincipled and bad is likely to result only in the develop- 
ment of evil passions, and the accomplishment of dishonest and nefarious 
designs, on a more extensive scale than would be possible for individual 
criminals to attain : but yet, even in this case, so far as the heart of man is 
concerned, it is questionable whether a solitary life would not give birth to 
darker and more deadly sins of thought and feeling, than even the society 
of other sinners like himself. Amongst the woiist criminals that are 
brought before our courts of Justice, there are generally to be found some 
traces of kindly human feeling in the hearts of the individuals, when pro- 
perly sought for and appealed to, and also in the communities of crime of 
which they are members. But the life of a recluse, separated, whether by 
his own will, or by circumstances* from all communion with his fellow- 
men, not only affords no outlet for human sympathy, no garden for the 
growth of those sweet flowers of feeling, that tend so greatly to render 
life fair and fragrant ; but must inevitably contract and harden the heart. 
And especially, if the being thus given up to solitude be one who has pre- 
viously experienced the trials, and yielded to the evil passions, of human- 
ity, this life of loneliness is calculated to do away with the sole remaining 
hope of redemption and reform. His thoughts and feelings all become 
concentrated in and upon himself. His glance is ever directed inwards, 
there to behold only misery and sin ; and if, as is most frequently the 
case, reason is not overthrown, he soon comes to realize the place of tor- 
ture in his own lacerated breast : — 

** The mind, that broods o*er guilty woes. 
Is like the scorpion girt by fire, 

In circle narrowing as it glows, 

The flames around their captive close, 

Till, inly searched by thousand throes, 
And maddening in her ire, 

One sad and sole relief she knows, 

The sting she nourished for her foes, 

Whose venom never yet was vain, 

Gives but one pang, and cures all pain, 

And darts into her desperate brain ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



356 THE FRinClPLE Of ASSOOIATI^IT 

So do the dark in foul expire, 

Or live, like tcorpioo, girt by fire : 

So writhes the mind remorse hath riveo, 

Unfit for earth| undoomed for Heaven — 

Darkness above, despair beneath, 

Around it flame, within it death!'* 

These lines convey a true and graphic picture of guilt condemned to 
solitude, and hence we hold, that the punishment of solitary confinement 
for any length of time, is one that should only be inflicted in very ex- 
treme cases and with great caution. Within certain limits, the protection 
of society at large may perhaps demand it, but if our criminal Jurispni- 
dence is also to have regard to the reformation of the offender, we deem 
it to be worse than useless ; for, in a solitary life of any considerable du- 
ration, if reason be not overthrown, whatever of kindly, human feeling 
yet remained in the guilty one's heart, will, we repeat, assuredly be entirely 
destroyed, or petrified into sullen selfishness ; and if protection be afford- 
ed to society and a warning held up to crime, it will be at the cost erf an 
immortal intellect and an immortal soul. 

It is the custom of one great body of the preachers of Christianity to 
dwell constantly and urgently, Sunday after Sunday, sermon after ser- 
mon, upon the utter, entire corruption and evil of the heart of man. 
Were one to accept the doctrine of many of these ^' evangelical" divines, 
he must conclude that not one solitary spark of that. Divine flame which 
was at the flrst kindled in that heurt by the breath of Divinity, any lon- 
ger survives there. Now, while we do not think of calling in question 
any part of the Scriptural doctrine of man's Fall, we nevertheless do, 
toto celoy dissent from this extreme theory of his entire, unalloyed deprav- 
ity and corruption. It has, we think, been satisfactorily proved in many 
ways, that there are comparatively very few human beings so entirely hard- 
ened in evil, as not to be accessible to the gentle tones' of kindness, and 
it has often struck us that if such preachers, as those we have referred to, 
could only be brought to believe this, and to rely more upon the exercise 
of that Love and Charity, of which their Divine Master was, while on 
earth, the great living embodiment and examplar, and less upon the terrors 
of the Sinaitic Dispensation, they would do infinitely more good to the 
Church of Christ and to the sinning, suffering world around them. 

Christianity embraces, as one of its most essential elements, the law of 
" association," founded upon just, generous, and virtuous principles, and 
hence, if pure^ unadulterated Christianity were ever established through- 
out the world, there might be little need for any other organization or 
machinery for cultivating humanity between man and man ; for control- 
ling the evil and selfish' part of his nature, and for expanding and devel- 
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oping the generous^ the pure and the noble part. But looking at the Chris- 
tian Churches in our own and other lands — while we acknowledge with 
gratitude the good efiected by them — still, from whatever cause it arises, 
we cannot fail to see that there is much, very much, in the direction thus 
designated, desired, which the great majority of them fail to reach or 
to remedy. It would be difficult, and might appear invidious, to attempt 
to analyze these causes : but this we may and will say—- and that without 
the least thought of disrespect toward Religion or its Ministers — that one 
'great cause is a failure in the full carrying-out of this very principle of 
** association*' — a want of sympathy and Brotherly Love among the mem- 
bers of the several churches individually, and of the whole church collec- 
tively. It would be unjust and wicked to ignore the great amount of be- 
nevolent and charitable exertion put forth by the Churches of all denomi- 
nations of Christianity ; but yet, we repeat, it would be very difficult in- 
deed to find one, whose members are all united to each other in the close 
bonds of a gentle and generous brotherhood of love ; while, on the other 
hand, there would be no difficulty at all in discovering many, whose mem- 
bers, for the most part "worthy and perhaps pious people, are yet kept 
apart from each other by social barriers, or a mutual reserve or distrust — or, 
more especially! in which those who feel themselves to be of the number 
of ** the elect,'* either frown sternly, or, at the least, look coldly, on their 
erring brothers and sisters. And yet the very opposite spirit to this must 
prevail, before Christianity can accomplish its high and holy work. The 
Great Master did not frown or look coldly upon the most debased of sin- 
ners, but lovingly, tenderly sought to win them back to holiness and vir- 
tue. Not one of us can ever lay just claim td the character of being His 
follower, till, whether in the Church, or out of it, we shall have put away 
from us, as an unholy thing, this spirit of self-righteousness, sternness and 
suspicion, and be ready to say and feel, and act — 

Away, away, Sospicion ! 
And hail, thoo geoerons heat ! 

With tears of juat contrition 
Let me wash my brother's feet ! 

For I have sinned, how often ! 
While Charity stood by 

This stony heart to soften. 
And to melt this frozen eye ! 

Tes ! I have erred like others, 

6/ coldness and constraint, 
Forg«»tting we are brothers, 

The sinner and the saint,— 
All children of one Father, 

All guilty and all weak, 
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And bound by these the rather 
Every wanderer to seek ! 

Far be it from us to attempt to place Masonry in any position of rival- 
ry, or antagonism, towards Christianity ! On the contrary, we have often 
been at some pains to show how the former was a powerful auxiliary to 
the latter, and how they both derived many of their best elements and 
principles from a common sodrce. But, as a human instrumentality for 
effectively supplying those necessities, which the great law of " associa- 
iioTi** has entailed upon man^s nature, we claim boldly, that Masonry • 
stands unrivalled, and we rest the claim, not on any mere theoretic argu- 
ments, but upon the proof of practical results. Masonry, beyond every 
other human Institution, promotes and encourages this desire of association 
— companionship — brotherhood, upon the best and purest principles : and 
of these principles, brotherly love itself — " good will to man" — is the most 
fundamental and essential one, or rather the very keystone of the Grand 
Masonic Arch. It was well said by Aristotle, — '^ He who is unable to 
mingle in society, or who requires nothing, by reason of sufficing for him- 
self^ is no part of the State — so that he is either a wild beast or a divinity." 
And Lord Bacon thus pursues the same idea, — " It is most true that a 
natural and secret hatred and aversion towards* society ii^ any man, hath 
somewhat of the savage beast ; but it is most untrue, that it should have 
any character at all of the divine nature, except it proceed, not out of a 
pleasure in solitude, but out of a love and desire to sequester a man^s selC 
for a higher conversation : such as is found to have been falsely and 
feignedly in some of the Heathen, as Epimenides, the Candian ; Numa, 
the Roman ; Empedocles, the Sicilian ;. and Apollonius of Tyana : — and 
really in divers of the ancient hermits and holy fathers of the Church. 
But little do men perceive what solitude is, and how far it extendeth ; for 
a crowd is not company, and faces are but a gallery of pictures ; and talk 
but a tinkling cymbal, where there is no love. The Latin adage meeteth 
with it a little — '^ Magna civitas, magna solitude," because in a great 
town friends are scattered so that there is not that fellowship for the most 
part, which is in less neighborhoods ; but we may go further, and affirm 
most truly, that it is a mere and miserable solitude to want true friends, 
without which the world is but a wildel'ncss ; and even in this sense also 
of solitude, whosoever in the fjrame of his nature and affections is unfit 
for friendship, he taketh it from the beast and not from humanity." 

Now, Masonry is a world-wide combination for promoting Friendship and 
Brotherly Love, on the only sure and solid foundation — that of virtue, truth, 
honor, and kindness: and, consequently, all the arguments which main- 
tain the value and necessity of friendship, on the individual and minor 
scale, apply with increased force to its cultivation on this grander and 
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more extended sphere. And what a dark desert of solitary, selfish 
wretchedness, would this world of ours be, were the cheering light o^ 
friendship removed from it ! Well and truly does Cicero, in his delight- 
ful Treatise *» De amicitia,*' observe — " How can life be worth living 
for, as Ennius remarks, to one who does not repose on the reciprocated 
kindness of a friend ? What more delightful than to have one to whom 
you can talk of every thing as with yourself I What so great enjoy- 
ment would there be in prosperity, if you had not one who would rejoice 
in it equally with yourself? And, as to adversity, it would be difficult to 
support it, without one to support a more grievous portion of it than your- 
self. In short, other matters, which are objects of pursuit, are' severally 
adapted to particular purpose8,^-riches for you to spend — power that you 
may be courted — honors that you may be praised — pleasures that you 
may rejoice — health that you may be exempted from pain and discharge 
the functions of the body i^riendship comprises the greatest variety of 
objects ; in whatever direction you turn it is at hand*— from no position is 
it excluded ; — it is never unreasonable, never irksome, so that we do not 
use fire or water, as they say, more than friendship/' And somewhere 
else he sums up all in these glowing words — '^ They seem to take away 
the Sun from the Universe, who exclude friendship from life, for we re- 
ceive no gift from the immortal gods more valuable, or more gratifying 
than this I" Cicero dwells with much eloquence and emphasis in that 
same treatise on the friendship that existed, and produced such lovely re- 
sults, in life and death, between several illustrious Romans, as between 
Lcelius and Scipio, as also Lucius Paulus, Marcus Cato, Publius Nasica, 
and many others : and we are all familiar with the romantic old classic 
stories of the friendship of ,Py lades and Orestes, Damon and Pythias, 
Achilles and Patroclus, Nisus and Eurgalus ; yet, without seeking to de- 
tract one iota from the beauty and efiect of these old-world tales of friend- 
ship, all which indeed go to prove the universality and prevailing truth, in 
all ages and countries, of the principles maintained by us, we venture to 
say, that we could adduce^ from the annals of our Order, hundreds' of in- 
stances of even more remarkable results produced by the Brotherly love 
of Masonry : more remarkable, because occurring in many cases between 
those who though united as friends by ties of Masonic Brotherhood, were 
yet arrayed in arms against each other as national enemies. Two. inci- 
dents that transpired in the course of our revolutionary war, are familiar 
and striking illustrations of this. The saving of the life of Major Small, 
an English officer, by General Putnam, and the attempt-^though alas ! 
a vain one, — to save that of Warren by the same Major Small. The for- 
mer is thus related in Sparks' American Biography : *' After the fire from 
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the American works had taken effect, Major Small, like his conmander* 
remained almost alone upon the field. His companions in arms had all 
been swept away, and, standing thus apart, he became immediately, from 
the brilliancy of his dress, a conspicuous mark for the Americans within the 
redoubt. They had already pointed their unerring rifles at his heart, and 
the delay of another minute would probably have stopped its pulses for- 
ever. At this moment, General Putnam recognized his friend, and per- 
ceiving the imminent danger in which he was placed, sprang upon the 
parapet, and threw himself before the levelled rifles. ^ Spare that officer, 
my gallant comrades,' said the noble-minded veteran — * We are friends, 
we are Brothers ; do you not remember how we rushed into each other's 
arms at the exchange of prisoners r' This appeal, urged in the well 
known voice of a favorite chief, was successful, and Small retired unmo- 
lested from the field." In the case of the brave and noble-hearted War- 
ren, Major Smairs attempt to give a similar proof of brotherly love was 
frustrated by failing to strike up all the rifles levelled at his friend. One 
that he was too late to reach discharged the fatal bullet, that ended the 
Patviot-Mason's glorious career, fiut we need not go back even so far as 
the days of Warren and the other heroes of our war of Independence, for 
practical illustration and proof of the efllective inculcation of the Divine 
Law of Brotherly Love, by Masonry. Many incidents of a similar char- 
acter, that have occurred quite recently ia the course of this unhappy 
Civil War, have been referred to by us in previous numbers ; and instan- 
ces are daily coming to our knowledge, of assistance, protection, and re- 
lief, being afforded by Mason-Soldiers of the one army to those of the 
other, on the bloody battle-field, in the gloomy prison, in the chamber of 
suffering and often after death. In not a few cases has it happened that the 
relatives of a Northern soldier, wounded and captured, have learned that 
his last hours were cheered and comforted by the tender care of a South- 
em Brother, while the same Brotherly-love has rescued from the grasp of 
death, and sent, back in restored health and safety to his home, many 
another son of the North, whom the dear ones there had already begun to 
mourn as lost When we witness such practical proofs as these of the 
charity and love that result from Masonic teachings — when we look around 
and see the thousands of the fatherless and widows, whom that charity is 
constantly employed in rescuing from desolation and despair — perhaps 
even more than all this, when we reflect that in an age, when party strife 
and religious sectarianism have attained to a magnitude of dimension and 
an intensity of bittemes/s hitherto unknown, Masonrt, also now more pow- 
erful, and embracing within its fold greater numbers of Brethren, than ever 
before, continues steadily to oppose the approach of any of these disturb- 
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ing, disunitiDg elements, towards its Lodges of Love, we shall no longer 
doubt that, as society or association is necessary to the progress and happi- 
ness of man, so, for guiding and developing that principle of association, 
in a pure, virtuous and benevolent direction, no institution or organization 
of human origin, which 4he world has yet seen, can compare with our glo- 
rious Brotherhood of Freemasonry. 



DISSOLUTION OF THE CERNEAU COUNCIL. 

W£ have in previous articles spoken of the final dissolation of this body in 
1848, and shown, as a logical consequence, that the claim of the present Haya^ 
Body to be the successor of that spurious organization, is absurd and unfounded*; 
that it possesses not even the equivocal merit of being the legitimate offspring of 
an illegitimate parentage. This matter is so well and unanswerably set forth 
by onr able colemporary of the New York Saturday Courier, in the following 
paragraphs, that we transfer them to our pages for the benefit of those of our 
readers who may feel any interest in the question. It may be proper to add that 
they are in answer to an article which recently appeared in a New York pa- 
per :— 

In the article referred to, their ' Stupendous Efiirontery' was never more appa- 
rent, than when the following — which we extract from it — was penned* 

'^ It was left, however, for Dr. Folger, the eminent Masonic writer, to ripen 
latent suspicion into absolute 'certainty, and prick this bubble of pretension, 
which was most ably and effectually done by hi^ great work on the A« and A. 
Rite." 

We will meet them on this issue, and prove from the work of Dr. Folger, who 
was the soKsalled Secretary General of their body when they merely styled them* 
selves the ' Supreme Council of and for the State of New York,' and not as now, 
for the ' United States, their Territories and Dependencies,' their utter illegality, 
and the falseness of their pretensions even to be the successor of the Cerneau 
Council, which was forever dissolved in 1846, and the minutes, seals, &c«, of 
which have been placed in other hands, than theirs, for safe keeping. 

For the purpose of * pricking this babble of pretension,* we will allow Dr. 
Folger to speak for himself. 

At page 284, after alluding to the union of the so-called Cerneau Council, 
with the dispersed members of the Council for Terra Firma, &c., through the 
agency of the Count St. Laurent in 1831-32, Dr. Folger says : 

* Owing to great dissatisfaction among the rhembers with regard to the terms 
of Union, in connexion with other matters, many members withdrew and took 
refuge in the Rose Ctoix Chapter Lafayette, other members withdrew altogether. 
The remnant went on for two or three years, when the Council declined.' * * 
* ' In 1837 the difficulty occurred in the Grand Lodge, out of which oiginated 
' St. John's Grand Lodge, that body retaining the Charter and control of Lafay- 
ette Rose Croix Chapter. la 1846 the United Supreme Council for the West- 
ern Hemisphere was dissolved by mativil consent.* 
46 
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In the above the most casual reader will perceive that the Lafayette Chapter 
became the property in 1837 of the clandestine and expelled Masons of St. 
John's Grand Lodge ; and also that in 1846, the Cerneaa so-called Council was 
dissolved, or in other words ended, died. 

Dr. Folger then continues as follows : 

' But in 1842' (five years after Atwood was expelled, and ten years after the 
Lafayette Chapter revolted) Hhe members of Lafayette Rose Croix Chapter, with 
H. C. Atwood at their head, bad formed a Consistory, which, in 1846 took the 
place of the United Supreme Council, and reformed a Supreme Grand Council 
for the United States of America, their Territories and Dependencies.' 

Here then we find according to Dr. Folger, that four years before the dissolu- 
tion of the Cerneau Council, Atwood and his expelled associates had formed a 
donsistory of 22ds of the Rose Croix Masons in opposition to the body from which 
he had revolted about the year 1832, and that in 1846 on the death of the Cer- 
neau Council, he with an impudence for which he had no equal, raised by his 
own dicta all his bastard 32d8 into members of a Supreme Grand Council of 33d, 
claimed to have performed the miracle of raising* the dead — of reviving the dis- 
solved Council of which he was never a member. 

Dr. Folger further says. * In 1851, after the Union of the two Grand Lodges'— 
that is, af\er the spurious St. John's Lodge was disbanded and absorbed in the 
Grand Lodge of the State, and Atwood restored, * that Supreme Council was re- 
organized under Jeremy L. Cross,' when we will remind our readers it assumed 
the unheard of name of * Supreme Coijn^il for the Northern Hemisphere,' a par- 
ticular locality which to this day has never yet been discovered, geographically 
or otherwise. Its history since then is well known, and its honesty of purpose 
has in no wise improved. 

Here then our readers have the history of this bogus concern from the pen of 
their own historian, of that < Eminent Masonic writer,' to whom it was left to 
* lipen latent suspicion into absolute certainty, and prick this bubble of preten- 
sion, which was most ably and effectually done by his great work on the A. and 
A. Rite.' 



WASHINGTON. 

We find the following notice of the initiation of Gen. Washington into Mason- 
ry, in an interesting sketch of the history of Alexandria, Virginia, in the " His- 
torical Magazine," for Aug. last, from the pen of Rev. Leokard G. Olmstbad, 
Chaplain U. S. Army. The Ucdiea are our own, and would seem to settle a ques- 
tion concerning which there has been a great diversity of opinion among Masonic 
writers ; — 

In Fredericksburgh Masonic Lodge, No. 4, is seen the record of the transac- 
tions of a meeting. " George Washington made Apprentice November 4ih, 
1752," and again, " George Washington passed Fellow Craft March 3rd 1753," 
and finally " George Washington raised Master Mason August 4th, 1753." 

On the 13th day of Oct 1778 a Convention composed of the deputies from the 
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Lodges iD Virginia, as the record of the first Convention shows^ they presented 
the name of Brother George Washington, as a Mason fit and proper to be the 
first Grand Master of Masons for Virginia, which honor, when informed of, he 
declined, for two reasons. First, never having been Master or Warden of a Char* 
tered Lodge; and second, his country having claimed his services. 

In the Museum were preserved the Mantle of Washington, also the Masonic 
Apron embroidered by Madame LaFayette, together with the sash, gloves, and 
knife. Accompanying these were the lines — 

SAGBED TO THE HEMOBT 

OF THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS, MOST EXCELLKNT AND RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
Who departed this life Dec. 13, A. D. 1799. 

Fame stretched her wings, and with her trumpet blew,^ 

Great Washington is dead ! ! .'—What praise ia due ? 

What title shall he have ? What honors shall adorn his brow ? 

She paused— and said—'* None!" 
His Name, alone ! strikes eyery title dead ! 



ANTlQDITY OF SYMBOLS — ORIGIN OF GEOM- 
ETRY. 

liT ancient times, when language and the art of writing were still in their in- 
fancy, symbolical representations were* the sole medium of preserving and trans- 
mitting to posterity, the experiences and observations of past generations. * Ge- 
ometry,' says Stieglitz, * was the most ancient of all the sciences, it being an art 
expressive of the invisible powers of the universe. It proved to be the means 
best adapted to convey to the mind the great troths of nature, to render intelligi- 
ble the immaterial and spiritual, and to explain from whence the forms of all 
things originated.' Acknowledge of the first principles of Geometry is there- 
fore requisite, in order to understand clearly, the historical development of archi- 
tectural symbolism, which plays so important a part in the early history of Free- 
masonry. • 

One of the most important and significant geometrical figures, is the right an 
gled triangle of unequal sides. Pythagoras, initiated into the wisdom of India, 
based his celebrated proposition, (the 47th problem of Euclid) on this triangle. 
Philo terms it ' the beginning of the creation of all things, the basis of that pai^ 
tioalar disposition of matter in every body, which constitutes its/orm.' By this 
triangle itself we learn how it was constructed. Nature and its various phases, 
teaches us that all substances are produced from one germ or first principle; and 
this knowledge leads us to the truth, that the great whole which surrounds us is 
produced by and proceeds from the primitive creative power, which is Unity, 
To render this evolution intelligible, we connect with it the idea of generation, a 
second power, apparently detached or separate from the first but in reality indi- 
visible from it. Through the united powers of both, creation begins. To illus- 
trate these ideas, the Ancient made use of symbolical illustrations. Unity was 
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represented by a horizontal line and the second power by a vertical line, which 
united gave the basis of all form, and from that nnion resulted the right angle. 
This was but one element of formation. Having recognized the principle of 
Unity, including within itself all powens, and again these powers as separated 
into two, then was evolved from Pantheism, the idea of the Dualism of Divine 
power, which prevails in all cosmogonies. Its fundamental symbol was the 
right angle. The two pillars found at the entrance of Hindoo, Phenician, and 
Egyptian temples, are symbols of this dualism. So are the two pillars of the 
Solomonian Temple, the very names of which betray the fact that they were gen 
etic symbols. 

Thus then, in the right angle, we behold the first geometrical figure that sensi- 
bly represents a reasonable idea, and from it others are developed. The ancients 
perceived that by the addition of a third line to the two above mentioned, a whole 
might be formed, and harmony be established ; that without this third line, the 
included space would possess no fixed limit, no distinct form. The two lines 
forming the right angle were then connected by a third, and we have the right 
angled isosceles triangle. By doubling this triangle we have the square, and at 
the same time the principle of opposition, the positive, as represented by the up- 
per, and the negative by the lower triangle. By this square and the circle drawn 
from its centre, we are enabled to construct all the regular polygons methodi- 
cally. 

Here we have the origin of the elements of Geometry and at the same time 
the origin of symbols, the representation of immaterial ideas by visible forms, 
which dating from the earliest antiquity, served as rules and guides for the Ma- 
sons of the Middle Ages. These geometrici^l figures thus visibly representing 
the laws of creation, and enabling the student to trace to their foundation the 
laws of nature, were adopted as symbols containing within themselves the prim- 
itive wisdom. From the khowledge of nature and of nature^s laws, sprang the 
doctrine which exalted the worship of nature to religion. 

From the two sides of the triangle, which thus appear as the divine duality or 
two fold generating power, proceeds the hypothenuse, the generated product. 
This Is ' the Word from the mouth of God' by which all things have been made; 
the expression of the creative power, the Jium of the Hindoos, the Honover of 
the' Persians, Kolpiah of the Phcenicians, and the Logos of the Greeks. Here 
also we see the three in one, the triad or trinity of the Ancients, expressive of the 
nature of the Deity. It is the development of the primitive into three difierent 
powers. Unity denotes the Wisdom of the Creator from whom all things have 
emanated : the second power symbolizes his strength, through which creation 
began ; and the third imparting harmony, light and life, is typical of that heaviy 
which adorns all his creation. These three fundamental powers of creation 
(Brahma) preservation (Vischnu) and dissolution and reorganization (Schiva) are 
expressed by the Trim%irti of the Hindoos. The Egyptian idea of the winged 
glube and serpents is still moie ingeoious, the globe signifying the eternal prim- 
itive power, the serpents the agency of the Divinity, and the wings, the labors of 
the spirit. The cube conveys the idea of severe and strict regularity, hence 
Plato denominates a man faultlessly formed, without blemish in ))ody or soul, a 
cubical man. — JST. Y, Sat. Cow, 
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'•WHISTLE DOWN THE BRAKES." 

BY- B. B. PRINCH, G. M. K. T. 

When we bear the young apprentice, 

Who has only pipp'd the shell, 
Grandiloquently striiring 

Of Freemasonry to tell — 
Giving his elder Brethren 

A touch of knowledge vast ! 
We '* whistle down the brakes boys. 

He's moving on too fast J" 

When we see the young made Master 

Oft rising on the floor, 
When with words— but not witb wisdom— 

His shallow mind runs o*er, 
We wish some one i whisper 

Into his ear would cast — 
" Oh whistle down the brakes boys, 

You*re moving on too fast !" 

When with erring footsteps onward 

We behold a Brother move, 
Whom in our hearts we've cherished 

With an ocean vast of love : 
When w^ know he has forgotten, 
. In his cups, the sapred past, 
We cry, *• Whistle down the brakes boys, 

He*s moving on too fast !** 

All along the world's broad-guage road 

We're rushing toward the tomb — 
Look ahead, the track's encumbered, 

0*er the future hangs a gloom — 
Stop the train, a switch is open ; • 

The whistle shrieks its blast ; 
'* Down ! Down ! hard down the brakes boys 

We*re moving on too fast." 

When with truth's banners flying, 

We sweep towards life's goal. 
Our locomotive virtue. 

Fired with religion's coal — 
Relieving the afflicted, 

Raising the downward cast, 
Oh whistle up the brakes boys. 

We cannot move too fast. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

It always affords us much pleasure to respond to the queries of our Brothers on 
points of Masonic law and usage, and in rendering our decision we always en? 
deavor to do so without favor or prejudice. In regard to the ' balloting' for can' 
didates, we have had of late several questions propounded to us from various re- 
spected Brethren, and we avail ourself of this opportunity of replying to them 
in a condensed form. 

One Brother writes us, ' it was made known to the Master and Members of the 
Lodge that at least two or three members had objections to a candidate and could 
not associate with him as a Mason. The objectors however, contented them- 
selves with making this known, and retired from the Lodge without using the 
black ball. The candidate was elected in their absence and initiated. A repeti- 
tion of the same circumstance occurred on the occasion of his passing ; the ob- 
jectors withdrawing from the Lodge, or failing to sustain their objections at. the 
ballot box. The candidate was passed. At the subsequent meeting a ballot was 
taken upon his application to receive the third degree, when one of the objectora 
black balled the applicant. Great confusion ensued, the objector openly avowing 
that he had black balled the applicant and would do so again. 

The Master declined announcing the result, when a resolution was presented 
and passed, declaring that in balloting for the third degree only objections to Ma- 
sonic standing would be effectual, and that a Brother had no right to black ball ^ 
an applicant for causes occurring before the latter was made a Mason. There- 
upon the objector, considering that the Lodge had determined to refuse him priv- 
ilege to vote, withdrew from the room. The ballot was again taken, found clear, 
and the applicant raised to the degree of Master Mason.' 

For the better expression of our views on the above, we shall classify our an- 
swer under three heads. 

First. Can the ballot be reconsidered ? 

In passing the ballot upon a petition or application it is the duty of the Master 
of the Lodge, to see that the sense of his Lodge is thereby taken and ascertained, 
and of this he should be fully satisfied before he announces the result. As a 
black ball is not unfrequently cast through mistake, it is a safe rule, and certainly 
the part of prudence, for the Master, when only one black ball appears, to cause 
the ballot to be re-passed before he announces the vote, in order that he may 
avoid such a mistake. But if, in repassing the ballot, the Master is satisfied that 
the black ball was intentionally cast, the sense of the Lodge [which must be unan- 
imous in order to elect] being thus ascertained, he should announce ' that the 
candidate is rejected,' and so it should be recorded. After such decisions by the 
Master there can be no reconsideration. The announcement of the vote is final 
and conclusive. 

Second. Had the Lodge any authority to disregard the opposition of the Broth- 
er or Brethren ? 

Every member of the Lodge has the right to vote, and may vote as he pleases, 
and he cannot and must not be questioned or called to account for his vote, on any 
pretence or under any circumstances. This principle lies at the very foundation 
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of tbe Masonic society, and upon it depends its harmony, peace and prosper- 
ity, — nay, we will say farther, its very existence. Otherwise it would be a jar- 
ling mass of discordant elements. So important is this principle — this right — 
that the secret ballot is provided with a view to its enforcement and preservation. 
Members are required to vote secretly in order that the character of their votes 
may not be known, and their motives questioned. It must be preserved inviolate, 
and whenever a member opjects to a candidate, his objections, unless removed, 
are fatal to his eleotion, and must under all circumstances be regarded. The 
Master who would not regard such an objection is unfit to preside ; be either does 
not know his duty, or knowing it does not wish to perform it— and in either case 
he ought to be deposed. 

Third. Was not the candidate disqualified for the degrees by opposition to 
him— and if so, can good and true Masons fellowship with. him ? ^ 

If the candidate possessed the necessary qualifications prescribed by the An- 
cient Constitutions and customs of the Fraternity, he was certainly not disquali- 
fied for the degrees. Opposiiion to him, it is true, rendered him unworthy,* but 
did not affect his qualifications ; for, a^ioogh by reason of this opposition he 
was unworthy to take the degrees, yet ne was nevertheless, regularly initiated, 
passed and raised in a jost and regularly constituted Loige, and this being the 
case, he is a regular Mason in good standing. The irregularity consisted in his 
election, and not in his taking the degrees by virtue of such election. The So- 
ciety is frequently imposed upon by bad men, who are regularly elected and 
take the degrees. Such men are unworthy to be made Masons, yet, having 
taken the degrees regularly, we are bound to recognize them and fellowship with 
them, until their unworthiness results in a conviction, and they are suspended or 
expelled. The election was irregular, but the ipitiation, passing and raising 
were regular. The irregularity of his election was the fault and misconduct of 
the Master, for which the candidate cannot be held responsible, but for which 
the Master is responsible, and should be most severely punished. — ^JV*. F. Sat. 
Courier, 



QENERALG. CHAPTEROFTHE U, STATES. 

Thk question of the policy and expediency of cutting loose from the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, and of thus dissolving that body, is still dis- 
cussed in several of the State Grand Chapters. Upon thid subject my opinions 
may be peculiar, but they are nevertheless fixed and immutable. If at other 
times, and under other circumstances, I could be brought to favor such a policy, 
I would still be unalterably opposed to it now, and in view of the present unhap- 
py state of things in our distracted and divided country. The fierce clash of 
arms, the belching thunders of the cannon, the blood-stained fields of battle, the 
black and smouldering ruins of our towns, the devastation of our fields, and the 
dreary habiliments of mourning in which our people are everywhere clothed, 
reveal to us some of the bitter and legitimate fruits of this mad and wicked 
spirit of secession and dissolution. Tbe wild and reckless tendency to disinte- 
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^ration and dissolotion seems, for some years past, to bare peiraded, not only po- 
litical, bat ecciemstical bodies, and is now threaiening to invade tbe sacred pre- 
cincts of our Order, and to take possession of bodies bound and held together by 
the magic power of the mystic ties of affiliation and brotherhood. Who can say 
lO'day that if the Church had not pioneered the way, set us the example, and 
taught us the practicability of voluntary secession and separation, we might not 
now be a united nation, happy and prosperous? 

I think it can require no labored argument to prove the wisdom of doing every 
thing in our power to counteract this dangerous tendency to disintegration! and 
to bring back the public mind to its origmal conservatism. It would require as 
little argument to demonstrate the great folly of giving any further sanction and 
encouragement to this growing and dangerous tendency by our imitation or ex- 
ample — Address G. H. P. Ind, 



MASONIC RELIEF. —DESPERATE COURAGE. 

Tub whole story is vouched for by ▼ Misontc friend of high standing, who 
knows the heroine. Hpr sister, writing from Denver City to Cleveland, whence 
the lady went west, corroborates the narrative. 

The heroine is Mrs. Gerrish, formerly Miss Fannie, daughter of Mr. A. H. 
Miles, who some years since lived in Newburg, but who has moved his family 
to Denver City. The husband of the lady lives in Oregon, and she was on her 
way to rejoin him after a visit to her friends in the Atlantic States. About the 
middle of May she with her baby were travelling in the Overland Mail Stage 
Coach, between Denver and San Francisco. The only persons composing the 
party were herself and baby inside the coach, and one passenger and the driver 
ou the front seat 

About eight miles out from Carson Station the stage was attacked by Indians, 
who fired into it, killing the two men on the outside. The passenger fell off the 
coach, but the driver tumbled back on tlse seat, quite dead, but retaining his hold 
on the Jines and whip. 

The horses dashed off wildly, but the Indians continued to fire at the coach, 
the bullets passing* through and through it, but providentially not touching Mrs. 
Gerrish or her child. With extraordinary courage and self-possession Mrs. Ger- 
rish hid the child under the seat, covering it up with cushions to protect it from 
the bullets. Then she crawled out of the coach on to the driver's seat — though 
how this was safely accomplished amid the whistling of the bullets and the mad 
plunging of the frightened horses, seems mysterious. Taking the reins and 
whip from the cold and stiffened hands of the dead driver, she got the horses un 
der control, and drove them about a mile, when one of them fell dead from loss 
of blood. 

Here seemed a crisis in her fate. Jumping down from the seat she com- 
menced cutting looseione of the surviving horses, with the purpose of mounting 
it and galloping off with her baby« She had nearly accomplished her task when 
the fjastern coach oame np over the hill, and the driver, seeing the struggling 
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hones and a woman among them, whipped op his team and drive rapidly to her 
relief. 

The coaob that came ap was foil of men, and the Indians retreated. Mrs. 
Gerrish was taken back to the station from which she had come. There she 
hegj^ed the agent to send her forward with an escort, hot he said he did not 
dare to do it, as it was against positive orders. Finding, after a while, that she 
was the wife of a Freemason, the agent, who was himself a Mason, said, he 
woold give her a proper escort if he swong for it, and thos she reached San 
Francisco in safety, and afterwards joined her hosband in Oregon. — J^tional 
FrttmoMon, 



GRAND CHAPTER OF CONNECTICUT. 
This bodylield its Annoal convocation the present year at Hartford, in May 
last, M. E. Nathan Dickerman, G. H. Priest, presiding. There was a very good 
attendance of officers and members, and twentyone Chapters were represented. 
From the opening address of the G. H. Priest, we extract as follows :— 

OUa PRBSBNT DUTT. 

'* While the great qaestion of free inetitutione is upon trial, ii it not true that the 
principles which we profess as Masons are upon trial also ? Are not our profes- 
sions subjected to a test sach as we have never before experienced 1 Hundreds of 
our Brethren and Companions have gone forth under a patriotic sense of duty, and 
given their lives a sacrifice upon the altar of their country. Their bodies rest be* 
neath the long low mounds of the battle field, unwatched save by the stars; no 
monument to mark their resting place, and their identity known only to the *' All- 
Seeing Eye" of Omnipotence. They went forth confident in the belief, that should 
they fall, those who were near and dear to them, and dependent upon thenn, would 
among Masons find friends w'jo would *' administer relief to their distresses and 
comfort their afflictions." Shall it be said that their belief was a mere empty dela- 
ston 1 Shall their blood cry to Heaven to witness our perfidy f That when the 
hour of trial came we were found wanting f That Masonry is an institution whose 
members are active and faithful only under the sunshine of prosperity f The hour 
and time have come to test the great principles which we profess. Let ns see to it 
that we meet the issue with open heart and hand, and prove to the world that in 
the hour of adversity and trial our charities and sympathies are coextensive with 
the occasion which calls them forth." 

OFFICIAL PROMOTIOKS. 

" There is an evil which exists, arising from a principle which seems to have 
been established in many of our Chapters, of promoting officers in subordinate sta- 
tions in regular mccettion^^not so much for their capacity to fill the superior 
office, as from a feeling that common practice has made it due to them, when once 
in the line of promotion. A Companion may discharge the duties of a subordinate 
station to the satisfaction of every member of his Chapter, and be entirely incom- 
petent as a presiding officer ; and yet, in consequence of this practice, much injury 
is liable to be done through the incapacity of superior officers. The character and 
the prosperity of a Chapter depend in a great measure upon the qualifications of 
its presiding officer ; and so long as this costom is continoed, much care shoold be 
47 
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taken in selecting officeri for the minor poeitioBt, and Connpanions ahoiild be telected 
not only wirh reference to the office which they are to occupy immediately, bat for 
their capacity for all the superior offices. It would be well that this practice should 
be done away entirely, and Companions selected with respect to their qaalificatioos 
for each particular office. By so doivg the Chapter would be better served, and 
much ill feeling prevented." 
The following ResolDtiona were adopted by the Grand Chapter : — 

PATRIOTIC aESOLDTIONS. 

'* Rtiolved, That as Royal Arch Masons, in view of the terrible civil war, which 
is now, and for more than two years past has been, desolating a large portion of 
the land, we renewedly aclfnowledge our obligations to be true to our country ; oar 
earnest sympathies are with the armies of the Union ; our prayer is that Gpd would 
aroile upon their efforts and crown them ^ith victory ; that rebellion may be sub- 
dued, and peace return to bless us ; and that the time may soon come when again 
<The 8tar<pang]ed banner in triumph shall wave 
OVr the land of the free and the home of the brave.' 

'** Retohed, That in view of the wide spread distress resulting from the conflict 
between the Government of the United States and the insurgent States, it is the 
duty of Masons,— professing to believe it incumbent on all men to relieve the dis- 
tressed, — to show their faith by their works, soothing the unhappy and aympathi- 
sing with their misfortnnes every wher», and to convincing the world that extensive 
as is human want, so extensive is Masonic charily." 

We give in this connection the following extract from the very able Report of 
the Committee on Correspondence :~- 

** In our last annual report, we gave emphatic utterance to our honest sentimenta 
of loyalty, believing it to be the imperative duty of every true Mason to raise hia 
voice against the treason and the traitors ; and it affords us great satisfaction to 
know that our sentiments are heartily approved, not only by our Companions with- 
in the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter, but by those of every Grand Chapter 
with which we have been in correspondence during the year. From every quar- 
ter of the land, from every Grand High Priest, from every Committee of Corres- 
pondence, from every special committee on the state of the country — so far as 
their utterances have reached us— «come evidences of patriotic devotion to the price- 
less political and Masonic inheritance bequeathed us by our fathers. It is impossi- 
ble for us to express to our Companions the extent to which our spirit haa been re- 
freshed by an inspection of the patriotic sentences contained in the proceedings of 
corresponding Grand Chapters. That our Companions of this Grand Chapter may 
share with us in this refreshment, we purpose to lay before them in the course of 
this report, brief extracts from the documents which have afforded so much satis- 
faction. And, Companions, as you listen or read, let your own determination of 
devoted attachment to the right be strengthened ! Let your strong resolutions of 
obedience to the Constitutional authorities of the land be invigorated ! Let your 
fixed purpose of resistance to the mad schemes of snarchisls and destructionist be 
more Arm and indestructible ! And above all, let it be the fervent prayer of every 
true Mason, in his daily invocations to our Supreme Grand High Priest, that He 
would in great mercy stay the torrent of Rebellion, put an end to the horrors of 
War, and restore the blessings of Peace, and Union, and Prosperity, and Happiness, 
to every portion of our widely-extended National Domain." 
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GRAND CHAPTER OF MISSOURI. 

Tub Annual Commanication of this Grand Chapter was held at St. Ijoais in 
May last. Twelve Chapters were represented, — a small number perhaps as com- 
pared with former years and more prospers times, yet a nucleus around which 
the Companions of this afflicted State will again hereafter assemble in strength 
and gladness. There was also a falling oflT in the usual attendance of Grand 
O. Risers, but still there were enou:^h present for business, and a hopeful spirit 
Beemed to*p8r7ade the body. 'Companion O'Sullivan, in his report on foreign 
corresporldenoe, noticing the proceedings of the Grand Chipter of Vernionl, feel- 
ingly refers to the s'j {firings of the Order in his own State as follows :— 

*' The Grand High Priest expresses his gratitude for the many mercies with 
which Goil has blest them during the past year. Aye, truly should he be thank- 
ful to God. Peace and quietness reign in the Green Mountain State. No homes 
iav'aded, no disquietude around their firesides, knowing but little of the terrible 
strife which is wasting and desolating the land. These are indeed blessings 
which men s^uld be grateful for, and they should show their gratitude by a 
kindly sympathy with those jurisdictions and Companions who have had to wit- 
ness much of human suffering and human sorrow. Bear with us Companions, 
one and all — deal not harshly with our short-comings. Do not, from your quiet 
and secure homes, undisturbed by war's red glare, say to us of the border juris- 
dictions, ' Stand aside, \ am holier than thou.' We have many difficulties to 
overcome totally unknown to you ; and while we do not yield to any in our de* 
votion to the perpetuity and unity of the Government under which we have so 
long lived and prospered, we believe our mission for the present to be the allay- 
ing of strife ^nd discord, and the encouragement and caltivation of kind feel- 
ings, of brotherly regards." 

And in concluding his report he says — 

^' Let as, as Royal Arch Masons, remember that oar mission is to reoonatrnot ; 
to rebuild our moral temple ; to restore, not to destroy ; to reconcile differences, 
not to widen them; and having professed to have learned to * subdue our pas- 
Bions,' let us prove the sincerity of our profession by our practice. If true to 
oar teachings, we will labor to allay, not excite the passions of oar fellow-men, 
and will remember, that however much some of our Companions may have for- 
gotten the precepts of our Order, we look forward to the time when, regretting 
the past, they will again anite with their Companions everywhere, and be found, 
as of old, worshipping at the same altar, praying to the same €k>d.*' 

M. E. James N. Burns was elected Grand High Priest, and after his installa- 
tion delivered a brief address, from which we make the following extract : — 

'< Adhering, with faultless devotion, to the ' Government of the country in which 
we live,' ' obedient to the laws,^ and ' submitting to the decisions of the Supreme 
Legislature,' we yet proudly ignore all differences, religions or political, and pre- 
serve for ourselvjes and oar posterity the ancient, honored and beloved Institution 
of Royal Arch Masonry, which can never be rightfully affected by any change 
of government, political institutions, or tumults among men. Decay — written in 
imperishable obaraoters upon every thing else under heaveo— will not dart mp* 
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proaeh oor sacred temples so long as Royal Arch Masoos repudiate and denounce 
erery departure from our time-honored teachings. 

. " The red hand of cifil war and commotion, which has fallen heavily upon us, 
and which even now deprives us of iHb counsel of so many of those venerable 
and enlightened Companions who have hitherto met us in this sacred place, is 
still agonizing the whole country, retarding its prosperity and filling the land 
with mourning, still ou\ cherished tenets are unchanged. As Brethren and Com- 
panions we have met with the same fraternal spirit as of yore, in this Taberna- 
cle of our Fathers, to ' rcTider unto Casar the things that are Ca$ar% and unto 
God the thingi ihat are God's,^ 

<* And now, my Companions, having nearly completed the labors of this Grand 
Convocation, we soon return to our homes to engage in the sad struggles of life — 
exemplifying, by our conduct, the character of our Institution. May that exem- 
pltfioation be approved by the sages of the Royal Arch who have preceded us 
into the presence of Jehuvah; and may we never forget that the Institution of 
Freemasonry, preserved from the frail DeHos who seek to destroy ^s great pillar 
of strength, and girding its loins with the genius, wisdom and spirit of past ages, 
will yet subdue the passions of a whole people as of a single individual, ond 
again vindicate its exalted character for usefulness, by hastening the glad period 
when our bleeding Brethren and countrymen can joyously exclaim, there is 
' Peace on earth, and good will toward men.' " 



GRAND CHAPTER OF MAINE. 
This Grand Chapter held its Annual convocation at Portland, in Af ay. M. £. 
Comp. John J. Bell, G. H. Priest, presided, and there was a large attendance of 
Grand Officers and Representatives of Chapters. The address of the G. H. 
Priest is an interesting paper, from which we extract as follows :— 

DECISIONS. 

During the past year I have made the foUowiog decisions in answer to questions 
submitted to me. 

1. The officers of a regularly constituted Chapter may be installed by any Past 
High Priest. 

2. The rights of honorary members are to be determined by the By Laws or re- 
gulations of the Chapter admitting them, there being no general law upon that sub- 
ject. Two kinds ot honorary members seem to have been recognized in Masonry : 

1st. Those who having been active members during a long life, are excused from 
any further labors except such as they may choose to perform. Such 'honorary 
members, although exempt from dues are not to be necessarily summoned to meet- 
ngs nor required to vote, yet may do so if they choose, and may at their choice 
take any active part in the work of the Chapter, but the Chapter cannot require it 
of them. 

2d. Distinguished Brethren have been created honorary members, as a mode of 
showing the appreciation the Chapter entertain of their Masonic ability and vir- 
tues. Such members* would have no right to vote, or otherwise participate in the 
active labors of the Chapter. • They may be members in this last sense of more 
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Chapters than one, hat not in the former lenie. If the By-Law which admits 
honorary members is silent opon their rights, they may perhaps be determined by 
a consideration of which of these classes was intended by the Chapter in admitting 
them. I doubt the expediency of honorary membership. 

3. The .Grand High Priest has no authority to grant a dispensation to fill a va- 
cancy in the Council of a Chapter, occasioned by death, although he may in a su- 
bordinate office. , 

4. If a Brother has been elected to take the degrees in a Chapter, but before ad- 
yancement objection is made by any member of the Chapter, the ballot is to be 
regarded as still open ; and the Companion making his objection known to the 
High Priest, the letter will announce to the Chapter that objection having been 
made to him by a member of the Chapter, the candidate is rejected. This is in ac- 
coTdance with a recent decision in the Grand Lodge. Had the candidate been ad- 
vanced, the matter might stand in a different light. 

THX LATE COMP. B. SMITH. 

Charles B. Smith, for nearly half a century an active working Mason in all the 
degrees cultivated in this jurisdiction, deceased August 1, 1862. Companion Smith 
was a Past Master of Oriental Lodge at Bridgton ; five years Master of Ancient 
Land-Mark Lodge in Portland ; twelve years High Priest of Mount Vernon Chap- 
ter, in which he was an office bearer from 1819 to 1848, with the exception of only 
six years ; Grand Scribe of this Grand Chapter in 1824, and Grand Secretary for 
several years. Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge for many years. Those of 
our Companions who formerly attended the Grand Convocation will remember 
Companion Smith as an active and zealous Mason, whose knowledge of the Insti- 
tution was at the service of his younger and less learned Companions. For several 
years past he has not been able to attend our meetings from a paralytic affliction, 
yet his memory has been preserved and will long be preserved by those who had 
the advantage of his society and assistance in the past. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence will report opon the proceedings of 
other Grand Chapters, those matters which will be of interest in this jurisdiction. 
I notice by the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of California, that in that juris- 
diction, when a dispensation is granted for conferring the degrees, a fee is required 
to be paid for the use of the Grand Chapter ; perhaps snob a law here might be of 
use, and might check somewhat the desire to receive the degrees out of the regular 
course. In truth, my experience leads me to the belief that more evil than good 
arises from the system of dispensations, and that it would be much better for the 
Institution if neither emergencies nor dispensations were allowed as sufficient rea- 
son for disregarding our wholesome regulations. But while our present system ex- 
ists, there would seem to be no reason why a special privilege like that should not 
be a source of revenue co the Grand Chapter. 

During the past year the war in which our country is engaged, so far from com- 
ing to that end which is the desire of every patriot, has been extending to more 
gigantic proportions. Not far from a million of men who ought to be Brothers are 
now in arms for the overthrow or the support of our national existence. It is no 
more than natural that the mind of the Mason, reverting to the influence which it 
has been our aim to exert through the lessons of our mysteries, should inquire if 
this great fraternity may not do something to restore peace to the land. Great is 
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the infloffnet whicb ai Matoni we ctn exert ; bat trolj Maaonic as the deaire cer- 
tainly is, I eannot believe that any action we as Masons can take, can at this time 
do good. In softening to some extent the hardships of war, in promoting the re- 
membrance even among the ferocilies of coi^dict of the universal Brotherhood of 
man, and of the duties of mercy and charity, a noble field exists, traly consonant 
to the spirit and genius of Masonry, while she can hardly approach the field of con- 
troversy without receiving some stain upon her mantle — without losing some por- 
tion of her universality. The great mission of Masonry in this conflict is, to re- 
move the harshness of human passion, by forming a neutral place, where men of 
i\\ parties may meet to practise the highest duties which man owes to his fellow, 
where the distinctions of North and South, of abolitionist and secessionist are on- 
known, but all are Brethren. Not that Masonry would hold the least countenance 
to rebellion ; for the contrary has been the uniform teaching of the fraternity, and 
no true Mason can be disloyal. Yet in the Lodge no distinction is to be made, bnt 
all are to be taught that beneath all differences of party or sect there is a universal 
Brotherhood of man. Even now may this beneficial influence be exerted ; and 
when, as we hope may soon happen, Peace shall once more returtf to our beloved 
country, and her flag fly out before the breeze unchallenged through the whole ef 
her rightful domain, then will the influence of our Institution in its silent might, re- 
move much of the bitterness and enmity which the war will leave ,- then will Ma- 
sonry prove by its fraternal bonds the truth of its claim to an origin almost divine. 
Far more good can we thus do, than, by throwing our Order into the arena of strife, 
endeavor to bind the passions of men. 

REPORT Oir CORRKBPONDEMCK. 

The Report on Foreign Corresponde.nce is from the able pea of C^mp. Rev. 
Cyril Pearl, and is a well prepared document, as all hiis Reports are. The fol- 
lowing is the conclusion of the Report, and we oommead it to the reader :— 

One of the important interests of Royal Arch Masonry which was to have come 
up definitely in our meeting at Memphis, was that of Uniformity of Work. From 
various unofiicial sources we learn that the Grand Council, to whom that question 
was referred at Chicago in 1859, held a meeting, attended also by eminent Compan- 
ions not on the committee. It is reported that they were siiccessful in agreeing 
upon a system of work which they will commend to the Grand Chapters of the 
country, as the work designed to harmonise the several jurisdictions. The delay oc* 
casioned by the failure of the late meeting may not prove a permanent damage in 
this respect, as we may in the mean time learn more throughly the lessons of pa- 
tience and fortitude which our national disasters are fitted to impress. If these dis- 
asters shall lead us to clearer views of the value of union and the strength it im- 
parts — if we shall more clearly see the importance of the 6. G. Chapter as an in- 
strument of such union — we may secure permfnent and substantial profit frum pre- 
sent disaster. We will not despair of such a result. The fiery ordeal, through 
which oar national government and our civil institutions are now passing, seems 
destined to accomplish a noble work in developing, elevating and purifying our na- 
tional life, in accordance with the exalted purpose indicated by the inspired words 
of the great leader of the hosts of Israel, before he ascended the mount of vision, 
to view the promised land and close his eyes in death. 

"And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to 'prove thee, to know what was . 
in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments or no." 
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So we firml/ and devoutly believe the furnace of affliction in which onr Great 
High Priest, the Captain e&oor ealvation, is now pleased to try our Royal Institn- 
tion, is not heated for purpose of destruction, but to humble and prove and ele- 
vate—" to purify the dross and take away the tin'*— and fit us for a nobler work 
than we have yet achieved or attempted. 

We have spoken freely and repeatedly in^ previous reports of the nobler mission 
ol Freemasonry in relation to the integrity of our national union, and the harmony 
of its disturbing elements. 'We have nothing to recall— nothing to abate— nothing 
to regret on that score, unless It be that we could not have uttered more earnest 
and well chosen words, that might have roused and swayed the Royal Craft for 
worthier achievements and more cordial sympathy and charity. 

A more commanding voice is speaking now — to be more distinctly heard when 
the noise of battle is hushed and the red hand of violence shall no more smite, nor 
the eye of malice kindle with savage ferocity over garments rolled in a Brother*s 
blood. Now abideth Faith, Hopt, CAari/y— these three— but the greatest of these 
is Chaaitt. 



THE ORDER IN VERMONT- 
Thb Grand Lodge of Vermont met in Annual Communication at Burlington, 
in January last, but from some unknown cause the Proceedings failed to reach 
us until last month. There was a large attendance of ofRcers and members, 
and a full delegation of representatives of Lodges. 

The Grand Master, M. W. Lbverett B. Imglesbt, Esq., read his Annual Ad- 
dress. It is a well written document, and should be read in all the Lodges of the 
jurisdiction, for its wholesome advice and sound suggestions. He congratulated 
the Grand Lodge that ** no disturbing cause, either at home or abroad, has arisen 
to mar the pleasure of the present assembling," and ** peace, quietness, and such 
prosperity as is compatible with the unhappy condition of our beloved country, 
prevail" among the Lodges of the State. He objects to the indiscrinfinate grant- 
ing of Dispensations f^r conferring the degrees on candidates out of time, and 
says, " it is not enough that the candidate should have been sitting quietly with- 
in sight and hearing of our I^dge-rooms, refraining from any attempt to connect 
himself with ns, when his presence might have been pleasant, hb influence sal- 
utary, until the occasion arose when be thought there might be some advantage 
in being known as a member of our Order." He has, therefore, declined to 
grant Dispensations in all 9uch cases. 

Touching our duly as Masons in the present condition of the country, the 
Grand Master patriotically and truthfully says — 

** There can be no doubt, no mysticism in regard to our duties in the present 
crisis of affairs. As men, as citizens, it is our duty to rally around the constituted 
authorities, giving to them such support, such encouragement as lays in our power; 
regulating our political action, each by his own conscience, always in subordina- 
tion to the laws of the land, wherein alone is the true freedom, /r«e/^om under law. 
As Masons, ever exemplifying at home or abroad, as well in the political arena as 
on the tented fields the sublline truths emblazoned upon our banners : Truths Ju$' 
tice. Charity and Brotherly Love, And oh ! my Brethren, when the unholy contest 
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ceaws, and heaveni/ peace again ■miles upon the land, then let the good genius of 
our Order appear, diffustog itself throughout the length and breath of the land, like 
the good Samaritan, bearing corn and wine and oil. While the contest rages, are 
there no battle-fields, where ministering angels may well be found f No nnfortnnatea 
needing our care ? No bitter, angry feelings that kindness may calm ? Truly, our 
duties well done, will leave us little time to seek out others, of, to say the least, 
doubtful utility." 

It would seem from what he says of the Work and Leetnres, that Morris and 
his conspirators have been at work amoog the Lodges in YermoaL We extract 
as follows :~ 

*'It has been suggested to me that the work, in our Lodges was being changed in 
some particulars and without authority/' ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ *< The record of this juris- 
diction has always been of too high a character to allow of any tampering with it 
from any source. I can only trust that no Secular Lodge or member thereof will 
forget, that to the Grand Lodge of Vermont alone does it or he owe Masonic alle* 
giance, snd from its constitutionally appointed officers should it or. he derive the in- 
struction necessary to the carrying forward the works of the Order." * • • • 
*' The work of preparing and disseminating what is called the true work and lee-* 
tures seems to have received a new impetus from some source, and, if I am cor- 
rectly informed, there has been a large increase of those bookt in cypher, which this 
body has spoken so .strongly against. I can but commend the zeal and earnestness 
with which many of our best Masons, yooog and old, have devoted themselves to 
ascertaining and disseminsting the trne work. Yet, I can but most earnestly warn 
against a courie which seems to me liable to cause trouble in the future. To no 
man*8 sleeve should Masonic or any other faith be pinned. Read carefully the able 
and eloquent exposition of this matter from the pen of our lamented late Grand 
Master Tucker, and then seek not to draw from % foreign 9ource, what he so ably 
showed you could be so much better obtained from your present Grand Lecturer. 
Our traditions are verbal, not written, transmitted from mouth to ear and so handed 
along down the generations.of men. I trust they may always be so preserved." 

How melancholly, and yet how trathful, the following sad picture : — 

** My Brethren : — The year just passed, has been an eventful one in our nation's 
history ; its record is written in blood. The minds of men, the whole frame-work 
of society are convulsed and shaken to the very core. The old things seem passing 
away amid the crash and carnage of battle fields, the deep roar of the cannon and 
the mournful wail of the dying. Forth from the weltering piles of dying and of 
dead, comes forth the sad, sad cry, to what end f What is this new, that is ushered 
in by such sights and sounds, fierce, deadly striving of Brother with Brother, at which 
Angels must iain weep f As yet no answer comes. Amid such scenes our record 
yet preserves its pages pure and unsullied. Still the mourning lines are around 
them. Where be the accustomed faces we were wont to see? Some are away 
amid privations, perils ; o*er the forms of others, the green mounds are heaped 
high. Youth, manhood, reverend age, each has contributed its quota." 

The Grand Master, after a just tribute to the memory of several Brethren 
who have been removed by death the past year, thus beautifully coucludes his 
excellent Address : — 

*< The generstion which reorganized the Grand Lodge of Yefmont has nearly 
• passed away. The heads, white with the snows of many winters, which decora- 
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ted the seats before me and where I now sit, have been gathered to their rest. A 
remnant of that noble band still comes up to their ancient temple, to offer the sacri- 
fice of kindly, loving hearts andv matured intellects. With kinuliest greetings we 
welconne them, thankful that their counsels are yet spared to us, trusting that their 
presence will inspire us to adorn that, which they built up with so infinite pains. 
And when to each of us comes the summons, it may find us, each in his station' 
with his armor on, doing with his might that which is appointed to him to do, and 
so this inheritance we have received pass unimpaired to those who come after us,' 
We do not notice anything in the Procceedings of special interest to the gen- 
eral reader, except that they indicate a healthy condition of the Order in the ju- 
risdiction. The Report of the Committee on Correspondence is a well prepared 
and interesting digest of the doings of other Grand Lodges. This much to the 
credit and good taste of the Committee, that it is free from the spirit of fault find- 
ing and hypercriticism which too often characterize such documents. 



THE ESOTERIC USAGES OF MASONRY. 

A FEW weeks ^ince, in reply to a query from a valued Brother, we defined to 
the best of our ability, and in as concise terms as possible, the ' Exoteric usages, 
of Freemasonry. The same querist has again favored us with another note, in 
which he fraternally desires us to state what are the ' Escteric usages.^ We com- 
ply, with as much brevity as possible. 

'The Esoteric usages, consist in that secret science pertaining to the priestly 
functions of every age and nation, which' can only be imparted to others by those 
who have received it in like manner from predecessors who were similarly em- 
powered to confer the same, by a continuous authority, coming down from that 
immemorial age when God founded the priesthood among men, by teaching 
Adam the fundamental principle of animal sacrifice. These usages contain the 
oral traditions of Freemasonry. 

1. Regeneration by a symbol ic^dea^^ or end of a vicious life, as the result of 
various trials and proofs of ceremonial initiation, and the resurreciiorif or begtn- 
ing of a virtuous life, by firmly resolving upon and voluntarily assuming solemn 
imprecatory obligations of fidelity thereto, after undergoing these trials and 
proofs. 

2. Mature sanctification or progressive regeneration by three symbolic de- 
grees, or stages of initiation, corresponding to the three stages of human life— 
infancy, virility and senility. 

3. Final glorification or perfected sanctification, represented by a sublime dis- 
play of the ultimate restoration of the maturely sanctified to the original purity 
of man in creation, and thus regaining for him the ecstatic enjoyment of the 
beatific vision of the divine presence. 

4. Mystic signs and tokens as the symbols of unutterable thoughts, and as a 
medium of universal communication between the virtuous of all nations and 
people, notwithstanding their diversity of language. 

5. Mystic words, commemorating the original divine unity of language, and 
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ffymbolizinjr one praml omnific name to be revealed to men, the true pronnnci- 
aiion ol wltict] hhalt unfulj lo tbem the long fost secret oi immoitality and piim* 
iiive htppiiM>eii«. 

6. Typical figures and symbolic emblpros, delineating those doctrinal dogmaa 
and precepts of virtue by ocular representation to the mind. 

7. Allegorical narratives and scenic impersonations to actualize, exemplify, 
illustrate and enforce those principles of holiness and virtue— %Y. Y. Sat. Cour/ 



MASONRY, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

The dissemination of Masonic doctrine, and the traditional record of the im- 
portant events which precetted, accompained and followed it, commenced with 
the erection of that grand structure, the Temple of Solomon. From Judea to 
PhoDnicia, and thenoe by easy and natural stages to each naiton distinguished 
for its love of the arts and sciences, the instructed eye of the well-taught Mason 
may trace in the slight vestiges which still survive the eneroai^bments of time, 
the dim pathway of the ancient Craft, of which he is a member. The depend- 
ent Slate of human nature — the need of help on the one band, and the readiness 
to bestow aid on the other — the one as wide spread as the human family the 
other the child of liberal and refined education and trained humanity, are the 
springs and sources of the Masonic Brotherhood, and form the close alliance of 
the Mystic Tie. Originally invented and enforced for the defence and support 
simply of operative Masons, it became, at length, a beautiful and peculiar char- 
acteristic of the speculative. Thus, down the siream of time it comes to us; 
now submerged in the whirlpools that engulphed empires, and made nations 
their playthings, then stamping its existence in the ministers, abbeys and palaces 
which piety or luxury loved to erect. In these we trace the footprints of the suc- 
cessors of those who erected pillars, the one on the right and the other on the 
]elt of the beautiful porch that yielded access to the Temple of Jehovah. But 
now all this is changed. No longer does the .True and Accepted Mas^n work 
out bis apprenticeship in very deed and truth, and carve his credentials iu the 
solid rock. No longer does the Fellow Craft adjust with square, plumb, and 
level, the rough work of the apprentice. No longer does the Master or overseer 
of the work, supervise the actual labor of his inferior. But Masonry in these 
days, abandoning these proper elements of toil, teaches all the great elements of 
religion and morality, of common brotherhood and universal charity, through 
these tokens and symbols of a time long post. Deep in the mystic vaults of her 
representative Ternple she rehearses the lessons of bygone ages. From the 
ground floor on which her acolyte presses his first step, on through the glorious 
porch, the winding stairs, the middle chamber, the holy of holies, every font 
print of the initiate is on ground hallowed by the associations of the past. Ma- 
sonry is meant to be as universal as the world, its love all embracing, extending 
wherever the cry of suffdring innocence and helplessness goes up to Heaven. 
Fully combining in itself this great system of teaching by symbols, and this other 
great element of enlightened and systematic charity, Masonry survives to-day in 
all the splendor of her superb proportbos, glorious in her original beauty, en- 
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riched by the labors of five and twenty centuries, filled with the wisdom and 
learning of all nations and tongues, foaoded on the solid rock, course upon course^ 
bearing aloft the noble fabric, with doors inexorably closed against the vile, the 
base and cowardly, and e?er open for the faithful and true—. ^on. 



ANTIQUARIANYEARLY DINNERAT BREMEN, 
UNDER MASONIC PATRONAGE. 

This was established 1650 by the founders of an institution for the benefit of 
poor captain^, sailors, and their families. The dinner is served just as it was 200 
years ago. At two o'clock all the Bremen shipowners and invited guests, vary- 
ing from two to three hundred, meet at the old house of the Navigators' Relief 
Company, to partake of the memorial dinner, in one of the building, with the 
names and the coats of arms of past benefactors painted on the dark woodwork 
of the walls. At 3, P. M. the doors of the dining-room are thrown open, and in 
nautical voice and language you hear, ^' All hands above and below, hallo! 
Come to dinner !" The flags are a tnultitude on the walls, and conspicuously 
appears the Star Spangled Banner. The plates are marked 1789, and for 74 
years they have been brought out to grace the board. The huge silver spoons, 
the great silver tankards, each holding a gallon ; the old steel knives and forks, 
the wooden fish knives, the little paper of pepper on one side, and the little pa- 
per of salt on the other side of each plate, (their ancestors had no castors,) the 
piece of brown paper under each plate, (their fathers did not change knife and 
fork with each course, but wiped them tbeoiselves on brown paper,) all add in- 
terest to the table. 

Their ancestors sat at the table five or six hours ; so do these. Most substan- 
tial soup, with a palpable flavor of meat, eaten with chicken boiled till it is fall 
ing in pieces, and black bread, cooked in soup and then expressed, and the dr}* 
bread served again, and wine, white and red, before each plate on the first 
course. Plain boiled fish, served with potatoes and gravy, ooiistilotes the see* 
ond coarse. Now rises one of the three mercantile directors of the instiltition 
(there are also six captains as directors) and bids the oompany welcome, and to 
<< make themselves at home." The third course has a multitude of dishes : sau- 
sage, cutlets, sauer-kraut, boiled beets, boiled beef, boiled veal, boiled ham, all 
following each other in immediate succession, and the infinite variety of vegeta- 
bles. Two ship captains now rise and taking the huge silver tankards of old 
thick strong beer, and striking the tankards three times against each other, bow 
and drink. They hand it to the next two, and so it passes .the*entiie length of the 
table. Local toasts are now given. 

The fourth coarse consists of roast beef and roast veal, with delicioos plums 
and stewed apple and salad. The. fifth of bread, butter, cheese, then cofifee and 
cigars, the coffde being sweetened with molasses. 

The ladies are in a secret gallery, peeping from behind the banners, known to 
be there, yet not visible. Songs are song and patriotic airs, difieren( songs in 
different parts of the hall, and the fumes of two hundred cigars fill the room. 
All is mirth and life.— Abtioiuii Freemoion. 
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R. W. JESSE P. PATTEE. 

[The following Resolutions were adopted by the Grand Lodge of Massacbasetta, Sept. 10, 

1863.] 

Wherkab, it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of events to send the messen- 
ger ot death again among us, admonishing ns by the removal of young as well 
as old, of our frailty ; while not only the aged but the vigorous and the useful 
are taken fronoi our midst ; and 

Whereas, in the removal by death of our late beloved Brother, R. W. Jesse 
P. Pattee, we are called to mourn the removal of one beloved and honored for 
bis devotion to Masonic duty— Therefore 

Resolved^ That while we grieve that we must for awhile be separated from one 
who with us was so active and zealous, who devoted so much of his time, his 
thoughts, and his means, for the promotion of true Masonic culture, we desire 
to gather from his example a .new motive to fidelity, and a new incentive to de- 
vole, as he did, our best exertions for the promotion of all that is true, manly, 
generous and brotherly, in our. Masonic relation. 

Resolvtdj That while we deplore his loss, we are. comforted in the reflection 
that as he was, while with us, faithful over a few things, we believe that he will 
be admitted to the reward of the faithful and the true. 

Besolvedf That we deeply eynipathize with his family in their bereavement, 
and with the Lodge over which he formely presided. 

Ruolvtd, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to the family, and entered 
on the Records of the Grand Lodge. 



DECISION S. 
The following decisions were recently adopted by the Grand Lodge of New 
Jersey : — 

1. If a profane is proposed and elected in Lodge No. 1, and fails to present 
himbell within the required time for initttflion, and afterwards is proposed in 
Lodge No. 2 and rejected, has the Lodge No. 1 a right to receive his petition and 
elect him again? If no, what rights has Lod^e No. 1 or 2 in the premises? 
Your committee consider that if the candidate fails to present himself in Lodge 
No. 1 for initiation within the required time, and makes opplicaiion to .mother 
Lodge, all claim between him and Lodge No. 1 is dissolved and lost ; and if he 
applies to another Lodge and is rejected, he stands in relation to the first Lodge 
the same as if he had never been proposed and elected therein. Such candi- 
date cannot again make application and be elected in the first or any other Lodge 
within the jurisdiction, without the consent of the Lodge in which he was rejected. 

2. After a Lodge has conferred upon a candidate the first or E. A. Degree, 
(such candidate having paid the sum required to entitle him to the first Three 
Degrees of Masonry) and a member protests against his farther advancement, can 
the members so protesting be compelled to give his reason for such protest? 
To this question your committee report that they are of opinion that the member 
protesting cannot be compelled to give his reason for such protest ; but in case 
of his refusal the Lodge may disregard it and advance the candidate. 
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LET THERE BE NO INNOVATION. FORTY 
CENTURES BEHOLD OUR DEEDS. 
Tbm work of destractioiii is undoubtedly more easy than that of reconstroction, 
and if the CraA had not been forwarned in time, the moat, dangerous conspiraoy 
on record, emanating from the brain of the American Cagliostro Morris, would 
have laid our Temples in rains ; and the work of reconstruction would have been 
feund less easy than the wprk of destruction. 

The modern reformers, as Carlisle said of Voltaire, have a torch for burning, but 
no hammer for the building. Could they accomplish their ends, could they suc- 
ceed in tearing down the splendid and time honored institutions which the in- 
stincts first, and then the reason of men, have built up around life, they would 
sit like the genius of the earthquake, amid the broken columns and dissevered 
fragments of some magtaificent city, without the power to move a single stone to 
rear a new edifice. 

Freemasonry, while occupying tf conservative position, while protesting against 
the visionary projects, the everlasting unrest of Masonic speculators of the pres- 
ent day, has notwithstanding their efforts to destroy all that is old and venera* 
ble, good and worthy of preservation, an exalted mission yet to perform on 
earth, a mission of mercy, kindness, and good will towards men. The oppo- 
nents of innovation, of fraud, all good Masons should gird themselves up to the 
work, not in the spirit of ostentation or noisy clamor — like the Cagliostros — or 
tumultuous zeal — like the young and inexperienced — but silently, soberly, and 
earnestly. The whirlwind will toss the waves and uproot the forest, but the 
mariner trims his sail, and the husbandman goes forth to the genial and steady 
breeze. The violent shower will swell the torrent and deluge the earth, but the 
dews that fall silently will still nourish the leaves and grass and give beauty 
and freshness to the flowers. The august memories of the mighty past, that 
throng around us, should make us avoid innovation, whether of charlatans, or 
others, and incite to great deeds, in defence of the purity of our rites and cere, 
monies when threatened by assassins. Masonry opens a traditional perspective, 
the grandest in all history ; all that can exalt the ideal or awake the pulses of 
eloquent emotion is connected with our institutfon. We claim kindred with 
a long line of the ancient, honored, illustrious dead, who have adorned the Soci- 
ety by lives of intellectual and moral excellence, reaching from the present, 
back to the misty times of long past centuries. Every Mason should feel,(while 
scoffing the speculating innovator and destructionist) a majestic presence of sub- 
lime ages and histories with him at all times, and act worthy of his ancient 
and exalted lineage. 

Napoleon, when desirous of inciting his soldiers to deeds of highest daring 
and greatest heroism, pointed to the tall and majestic pyramids, that loomed up 
majestically in the distance, and exclaimed ' from yonder summits forty centuries 
look down upon you !' To our Masonic Brethren, whom we appeal to, to avoid 
every attempt at innovation, destruction, or change to promote private interests, 
may we not say, * be ye always steadfast,' for from the summit of that grand 
temple designed by wisdom, executed by strength, and adorned by beauty, forty 
centuries behold your deeds.^— A*. F. Sat. Courier. 
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BALLOTING FOR CANDIDATES. 

Some very erroneooe ideas exlM iD regard to the madiier of selecting male- 
rial for the Masonic edifice. It is not unfiequently the case that the candidatti^e 
quaiificationa are made the subject of diacossion in open Lodge« both prior and 
subsequent to the ballot, and even after his lejection an effort is sometimes made 
by his fsiends to single oot those who felt it to be their duty to exclude bim, and 
to demand of them a reason for so doing. There are also numerous instances in 
which the candidate ia in full possession of all the facts concerning his rejec- 
tion, within a few hours after it occurs. All this I conceive to be wrong, and io 
direct violation of the established usages and principles of the Order. For our 
mutual protection and to guard against these very evils, the seciet ballot has 
been instituted, and to its imperious mandate every Brother should iu silence 
yield implicit obedience. 

<< While it is both a privilege and a daty to investigate the character of the 
candidate, yet the information thus derived isnot designed to be heralded abroad 
as an element of discord, but should be treasured up in our own breasts as the 
basis of our action in the case before us. I hold further, that one Brother has 
oot even a right to make known to another how he has or how he designs to 
vote. It is the duty of every member, silently and patiently, to await the result 
of the ballot, and when that is announced, there let the matter end. If the can- 
didate has been rejected, it is enough for him to know that fact, and any Brother 
who presumes to communicate more than this, does so in violation of his Ma- 
sonic obligation. I believe the true doctrine on this point to be, ' Let not thy 
right hand know what thy left hand doeth.^ J am folly persuaded that a strict 
adherence to what I conceive to be the design of our laws and usages io this 
particular, will remove all cause of complaint and avoid much contention and 
strife.— GM. of lotDa. 



RAPID INCREASE OF MASONRY. 

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in bis annual address the 
last year 'says— * 

'* This is the sixtylliird Grand Annua] Co^municatioo of the Grand Lodjre of 
Kentucky. At the period of ita organization in the latter part of the year 1600, 
there were but five Masonic Lodges at work in all the region west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains. Less than two hundred Masons comprised the whole body of 
those who wielded the niystio level and square in all the Mississippi Valley. 
The symbols of savage device were the only hieroglyphics; the words of Chris- 
tian missionaries the only expressions of peace and good will. Now, how 
changed ! More than 3,000 Lodges, more than 100,000 Masons, are the harvest 
of little more than half a century of Mason-work, while every village has its 
coterie of banded craftsmen, and every graveyard its Masonic 8)mbols. In Ken- 
tucky, more than 300 Masonic Lodges attest the earnestnees with which Masonic 
principles have been inculcated here, and give promise to coming time of a yet 
brighter and more glorious day of Masonic success, although its progress has 
been, and may, like all other interests in the land, continue to be checked for a 
period by the baneful blaata of this itupeodotu and deplorable civil war*'' 
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BLACK-BALLING CANDIDATES. 

The Grand Master of ihe Grand Lodcieof Canada, speaking, in his last Annu- 
al aiidress, of ihe practice, which, we regret to say, haa obtained, to some ex- 
tent, elsewhefb than in Canada, of black-balling candidates, not from any dia- 
qualificatiorj of the applicant, but out of spite to the Udge • or for the gratifica- 
tion of a malignant temper, lays down the following rnle for the government of 
the Masters of Lodges in his jurisdiction, whenever occasion may call for their 
interference. The rule is general, and in force in this cbaniry :— 

"I cannot, however, refrain from saying that several Masters of Lodges have 
shewn culpable carelessness in conducting the 'ballot* for initiates, andljave per- 
muted any but a proper Masonic feeling to militate against the admission df men, 
known to be 6( honorable and unimpeachable character. They cannot be too par- 
tJcular in preserving the purity of the ballot, and when members have forgotten 
themselves so far as to declare beforehand that, because the proceedings of their 
Lodge have sometimes run counter to their individual wishes, they will black-ball 
any or all candidates presenting themselves, the Master's bounden duly is to deprive 
that member for a time of hit privUeget, and report him to higher authority. The 
book of Constitutions looks upon any violation of the secrecy and sanctity of the 
ballot, as so flagrant an offence, that for a first, the punishment is to be a severe 
Masonic censure, and the second, expulsion. There is no middle ground laid down. 
The ablest Masonic writers, have ever declared in forcible language, that tbe Mas- 
ter is invested with power that he may promote the happiness and prosperity of his 
Lodge. Harmony therein is of paramout importance, and the comfort of the whole 
must not be permitted to be jeopardized by the misconduct of one member. The 
Master of a Lodge must not allow its discipline to be infringed, its purity to be en- 
croached upon, or irregularities to prevail which may bring it into disrepute.** 



MASONRY IS A SCIENCE. 

The excellent Brother, who now, and for some years past, has so worthily 
and acceptably filled the responsible station of Grand Master of Masons in Min- 
nesota, the M. W. Bro. A. T. C. Pierson, some yeare since, in writing to a ootem* 
porary, used the following languagei which was as well expressed, as it was 
trothfoL 

«' 1 believe the great ' strength' of Masonry lies in its < harmony,^ and that har- 
mony exists JQ8t in proportion to the amount of * lightMhat is dififueed among the 
Brethren. I never knew a hive of drone bees filled with honey; I never knev^i 
a mechanio of even ordinary worth that learned his trade by seeing others work 
only; I never knew a lawyer or physiciani or astronomer, or chemist, that ar- 
rived to even mediocrity in his profession, unless he availed himself of every 
means in his power for advancement. 

** Masonry is a science. Masons have work to do. Masons are combined as a 
hive of bees are — they are combined to dispense charity to the poor and penni- 
less ihe world over, — is not that to them sweeter than honey ? What will ena- 
ble them to master the science, perfoim the work, or dispense the charity of the 
Order I— Might.' >' 
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MAS-ONIC CHIT CHAT. 



Ths Old Work, and Wbbbi Is It? 
Ourcotempurar/ofthe Ciocinnati * Review,' 
whom we (says the N. Y. Courier,; are glad 
to find is doing good work, not only in favor 
of the legitimate bodies of the A. and A. 
Rite bat also in exposing the turpitude of 
Cagliostro Morris, and his * Conservators," in 
a recent article thus Salludei to tb^ preten- 
sions of the latter :^ 

"Bat~*tbe old work, and where is it 7* 
EScho answers—' where V Certainly Wilson 
has it not; Barney, after the Baltimore Con- 
vention, did not have it ; Reed did not pre- 
tend to teach it, and Morris, above all others, 
differs widely from it. He may have had, at 
the beginning of bis crusade, very nearly the 
Webb work ; but he has altered and changed 
it some half dozen times himself, each time 
getting farther from the original staftidard. 
But even yet he would have us believe that 
whoever * differs from him in word, syllable, 
letter, or character, just in that differs from 
Thos. Smith Webb !' Impudence and hum- 
buggery combined could go no farther." So 
say we. 

O&AMD Chapter of NewJebset. This 
respectable and intelligent body of R. A. Ma- 
sons held their Annual Convocation at Tren* 
ton on Wednesday, September 9th, every 
Chapter in the State being represented. The 
meeting was entirely harmonious, and their 
work was begun, continued and ended in the 
true Masonic spirit. 

The officers elect for the present year (the 
G. U. Priest declining a re-electiou) are : 
Companions John Sheville, G. H. Priest; 
Charles M. Zeh., M. D., D. 6. H. Priest, £. 
H. Bird, G. King ; John Carter, G. Scribe ; 
Rfev. W. H. Jeflerys, G. Tieasurer: John 
Woolverton, M. D., G. Secretary. 

Am IvposTOB. We are requested to cau- 
tion the Lodges against A. D. Babtlett, 
machinist, who was receetiy a resident of 
Blackstone, in this State. He hails from 
Lodge No. 37, Davenport, Iowa, by which 
Lodge he was expelled about two years Ago. 
He has been in the army. 



We understand that the Botton Pan- 
•istory, 32d will meet at Freemasons' Hall 
on the third Friday of eachttnonth, during 
the Winter. The other bodies of the Rite will 
also meet once a month, at the same place, 
on such evening as the Hails are disengaged, 
and as occasion may require. 

Amothsb Change. We notice that the 
Body in the city of New York styling itself a 
Supreme Council has recently added Cana- 
da to its jurisdiction, making ite present title 
'< The Supreme Council for the United Slates, 
their Territories and Dependencies, and Can- 
ada.^^ "they might at least have spared the 
lawful jurisdiction of the " Supreme Council 
of England and Wales, and the British De- 
pendencies.'* We suppose the next move 
will cover the entire world. It might be a 
convenience, however, if they would fix upon 
some definite title, and limit to their jurisdic- 
tion, though the latter is not, of itself, o^ 
much consequence. 

Death of an Aged Bbotheb. Died in 
Ware, Mass., Aug. 26, Bro. Benjamin Wilson, 
of Framingbam, aged 86 years. Bro. Wilson 
was a very prominent member of Middlesex 
Lodge, in Framingham, for many years j also 
a worthy Companion in Concord Royal Arch 
Chapter, and is said to have been the oldest 
Freemason in the State. 

Godby's Lady*s Book for October has 
been for some days in the Bookstores. " The 
Sister*s School," is the title of the frontispiece, 
and is one of those charming pictures which 
add so much to the value of this popular 
work. The Fashion Plate and other embel- 
lishments are in the usual style of excellence. 
The principal articles are " Leah Moore's 
Trial," a well written and interesting tale ; 
" The Sister's School ;» « A Dish of Foibles ;" 
** Pursuit of Wealth under Difficulties," con- 
cluded; **The Village with one Gentleman," 
a dramatic sketch ; *' The Modern Cinderel- 
la;" '«The Vertical Railroad,*' and "Aunt^ 
Sophie's Visits." The other departments are 
all well filled, making the' number rich and 
readable. 
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THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD, 

AND 

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW. 



At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work, 
and maintaining uniformity of Practice in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre- 
pared a Pocket Edition of the Trestle- Board, particularly adapted to aid in 
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the Ritual, and submits it as a Text- 
book, in all respects in strict conformity with the Lectures of ancient Craft 
Masonr/) as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year 
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions'of modern charlatan- 
ism and itinerant lecturers. 

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and 
comprehensive Digkst of the Lans of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be 
found to be of great practic&l value, not only to the officers, but to the individual 
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if 
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted 
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased. 

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) form ; and in cambric, 
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sixty/ive cents a single 
copy, or seven dollars ($7.00) a dozen ; — for those bound in cambric, sixty cents 
a single copy, or six dollars (S6.00) a dozen. 

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter 
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of 
the roost reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity. 

Orders for the work can be sent directly to theundersi(;ned,or Clark, Austin & 
Smith, New York — J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia— J C. 
Morgan &, Son, New Orleans — W. B. Keen, Chicago, 111. ; or through any of 
the large book-houses in the principal cities, — it can also be sent by mail at a 
postage of 3 cents a copy. 

CAHRLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary, 

Boston^ March 25, 1861. Fteemasons^ HalL Boston. 

R ECOM U EM DATIONS. 
" Thb Pocrbt Tre8TL«-Board," by R. W. Brother CHAaT.R« W Mooas, Grand Sectra 
ury, will, in ihtt npiainn of ihe iindersi^aed. entirolw nu>«i th'' •J'j^cl which led to lis com 
pilation, in furntsning to the Fralenuty, in a coiuphci ana convenient form, the means of 
acqairinz and imparimg a eorrsei konwiedge of the Ritual, as snnr.iioned hy the Grand 
Lodge oT Massachudetls. The Diorut or Ma»oni<; Law W) T?;«erd ar an addition of great 
value. We iherelbre cordially recommend the work lo the favor of the Brethren (both 
teachers and learners) of tbci Masonic Insiituiinu 

B. F. NouRSB 7 Urarut LeUureta of thft 
1 P. Sbavst, ( Chand Ijodf^e qf MotMachtueitB . 
Boston^ Feb, 20, 1861. 

Itoston^Feb. 21, 1861. 
A DiGBST or Mabonio Law, by Brother Chablbs W. Moobb. needs no other recom- 
mendntt'^'^ *Han his own name. 

If, however, the official positions held hy the undersigned are considerod as attaching any 
additiunni value to their opinions, or additional importance to their indorsement of the work, 
they most cordially give it the benefit of both, and recommend it to all the Fraternity, espe- 
cially to the Masons of this junsdiciion, as emphatically a correct, useful, and vaiuahle 
Mannal. 

WmsLow Lbwis, P. O. M, 
JoHH T. Heard, P. G. M. 
Wm. D. Coo LI dob, Grand Master, 

I take great pleasure in recommending the above little work to all the Lodges and Brethreo. 
m this jorisdictioD^ as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Ritual. 

[Turnover. 
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A« a reliah'fl text- hook of Maaokio [«aw, it should b« in the hands of every initiate, and 
may be prufiubly studied ly every Brother desirous ofperfectin? himsetl in Masonic culture. 

Wm. U. Coolioob, G Maaier 
Boston, March \9, 1861. of G, L. of MassucktudU. 

Boston, March 26fA, 1861. 
My Dbar Sir — [ was (his mnrnini; favored with the gift of a neaily hound copy of your 
** Trestln- Board and Dijfe%i,»' for which piesse accept my acknowledgements 

It IS even a hetter and more useful w^rk ihao 1 supposed it to he wh<Mi 1 gave it the "in- 
dorsomeoi'* which is prmled under the head of " recoinineiidations " The "Digest" will he 
very useful to Masters of Lodges, sud, in fad, to all who desire to know the exact Masonic 
law or questions uf frequent occurrence in the government of Lodges. 

Very fraierually yours, 
To C HAS LBS W. MooRB, Es>q. John T. Heard. 

[From R, W, Bro. W'ln, T, Baui, Grami Secretary of N. C] 
" I received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which yon will aceept ol 
my wannest ihanks. it is certainly a valunhle compilation of Masonic Law arid it should 
he purcha»ed hy every Mason who may feel diiipnved to hecome acquainted with the Work 
and Lectures ol Ancient Cralt Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of vour 
valuable liiile Manual.** 

[From the Boston Post] 
Moore's Pocket Tbkhtle Board avid Digest —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical 
digest oi the Laws ol Ancient Masonry, written and puhlished hy Charles W Moore, G. 
Lodge of IVIassschusetts. We have lieen greatly pleased with an inhpeciion of this little 
volume which ceriaiuly de8«*''veb the title of mtdtum inparvo. as well as any book we have 
ever seen. To all meiiil>ers uf the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost 
minute compactness of i tie form renlers it a convenient pocket companion. A lull and clear 
index that most uaeful adjunct of all hooks — is prefixed to the Laws and the volume clones 
with a complete list ol all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge pf* Msasachuselts. 

[From the Saturday Evening Gazette^ Boston,] 

The Pocket Trestle>Board and Dimi is the title of a neat little Masonic work, prepared 

by C W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Ma^Michusetts Grand Lodge It may he carried 

in the pocket, hut it coulams a greai deal of inlonnstion useful lo thosie progressing in the 

degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity. 

[From the Bunker Hill Aurora j Charlestotm,] 
Masonic Manual — C W. Moom, Esq, b.*s just published a new Masonic Manual of 
miniature size, intended for individual use, and coiivenieni lo he carried in the pocket. It is 
what Masons call a " Treslie-Bourd,** and includes an outline of " Ma»omc work," in the 
ceremonies and proceedmgs of a L( Ige. It is otherwise called the '* Riiual," and couiain!:, 
in abridgement, ail that is ever wriUfn or printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge 
room, or on public occasions. Added to this is a full and comprfbensive L>igest of Masonic 
Law— a new and very important |K)riion of the work, which has been prepared with greet 
carefulness by the accomplished author. 

Wiih this brief slalemeni ol ihe characteristics of the volume, to the fraternity, no forther 
word of remark is necessary. It is more complete and perfect and comprehensive, in design 
and execution, than nny siinitar work ever published, and will have a tieneficial influence 
upon the insliiuiion for all the future of its exi>tence, principally because it will pri>mole 
emcieiicy and unifounity in the work, and furnishes t^e Lodges a more exact and definite 
code of laws for their govcrnm«nl. 

The viiliiiiie comprises «ighiy pages in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe- 
cuted and bjndsomely bound and is a gemot a book externally as well as in respect to its 
contents. It is the condensation of knowledae and experienc* in Masonic afliiits. and has 
cost the auihor much more labor than the eizettf the volume would indicate If tKe.re was 
ever a manual or volume to which the motto '^mvUum iuparvo** could he truthfully applied, 
it IS to this little iKHtk, and we are of oumion, for resMins slready indicated that the fra> 
tcrnity of this counir) are uwier yivii'Otdigaiions to their learned Brother for oflerioS to 
iheiii, as Lodges and as individuals, this vali^aijle memorial of hia intelligence and ta^te. 
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